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Act Employment on Rise Via Cafes, 
Lounges, Video; Vaude Time Trails 


Act employment has perked up 
considerably, according to major 
talent office esmen. Fall pic- 
ture indicates t cafes, lounges, 
and the outdoor fields will be using 
the usual quota of acts. If any 
slack exists, telévision will be able 
to absorb most layoffs in the stand- 
ard act category. 

The only weak sector in the 
talent departments, according to 
current indications, is vaude. The 
paucity of playing time has hit 
the offices considerably, but the 
other fields have quore than made 
wp for that decline in revenue. 

Percenteries also feel that pick- 
up will be accentuated this fall 
when the Federal Government allo- 
cates defense contracts. It's figured 
Government oe will be 
especially felt in such cities as 
Detroit, Los Angeles, New York 
and Chicago. 

The talent ncies are in a good 
position in many situations. Some 
offices say that nearly every time 
a sale is involved, two jobs have 
to be done. First an agent has to 
sell an em , then there’s a 
setting job to (agg the ved 
Titis vending process is more 
quent for acts made through re- 
cordings than in any other case. 

Agency men declare that in these 
instances, the offices attempt to 
keep salaries at reasonabie levels. 
It’s felt that every time the salary 
of an act rises to any appreciable 
degree, there are fewer employ- 
ment outlets. When the stipend 
reaches the upper brackets, only 
a handful of es are in position 
to buy the turn, and they've got 
to roncentrate on theatres and 
gamble on the ultimate take via 
percentage deals. When the flow of 
hit disks stops, these acts are gen- 

(Continued on page 75) 
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Television's Fading 
Due to Poor Shows, 
Zanuck Sez in Paris 
Paris, Sept. 4. 

TV is no menace to either films 
or radio, Darryl F. Zanuck told 
newsmen this week, prior to his 
return to the U, S. Zanuck said 
pix were p up tremendously 
in America that radio was 
“staging a comeback.” 

20th-Fox production chief opined 
that TV's impact will continue to 
fade as the novelty wears off. He 
attributed this in part to low qual- 
ity of programs. 





Zanuck arrived. in New York 
from Paris (Tues.) and was 
Slated to fly to Coast tomorrow 
or T accompanied 





4 
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Youth in Driver’s Seat 


Minneapolis, Sept. 4. 

Opening-night audience at 
“Springtime for Henry” at the 
Lyceum here included one 93-year- 
old and another 80-year-old Ed- 
ward Everett Horton fan. 

They were the star’s mother (93) 
and the latter’s “kid” sister (80). 
They drove all the way from Los 
Angeles to Minneapolis, with the 
younger femme at the wheel, to ap- 
plaud the comedian. 

It marked thé third time within 
a year that the elderly Mrs. Horton 
has traveled across the continent 
to attend her son's performance. 


Page, Paul-Ford 
Seen 91 Tops As 
Platter-Sellers 


Stretch pennant drive for the 
artist ‘selling the most disks dur- 
ing 1951 is narrowing down to Patti 
Page and the Les Paul-Mary Ford 
team, according to current indica- 
tions. Miss Page, for Mercury 
Records, and the Paul-Ford duo, 
for Capitol, are seen sure to go 
well over the 5,000,000-platter mark 
apiece before this year ends. In 
both cases, the artists have come 
up out of obscurity with their disk 
clicks. 


Miss Page got away to a wing- 
ing start at the outset of this year 
with her “Tennessee Waltz” slice, 
which went well over 2,000,000 
sales, part of which was racked up 
late last year. Songstress also 
clicked with several other disks, 
notably “Mockin’ Bird Hill” and 
“Mister and Mississippi,” among 
others, although not to the extent 
of her “Waltz” smash. 

The Paul-Ford team has come up 
with a rush this year with several 
bestsellers. Their biggest sides to 
date have been “How High the 
Moon” and “Mockin’ Bird Hill,” 

(Continued on page 75) 


Unearth Twin N.Y. Cops 
As Ex-Actors (At Age 1) 


Twins John J. Judge, Jr., and El- 
well C. Judge, both N. Y. City 
policemen, are former motion 
picture actors who first appeared 
before the cameras 32 years ago 
at the age of one. 

They played the title roles in “A 
Pair of eo which starred 
Francis X. Bushman and Beverly 
Bayne. It was filmed in an old stu- 








-' dio situated at 54th St. and 10th 
Ave.» Their acting was unearthed }. 


when Bushman appeared in N. Y. 
for the premiere of “David and 
Bathsheba.” - 





PIX SURGE PASSING 1950. PACE 





PESSIMISTS RED. 
BUT IN THE FACE 


‘ Hollywood, Sept. 4. 

Those red faces lighting up the 
western’ horizon despite smog 
and “whusual weather” can’t be 
| blamedon Labor Day-weekend sun- 
burns. They belong to the crying 
towel] boys who, a year ago, mourn- 
fully predicted that the old town 
wouldn't be the same during 1951. 
“TV, you know.” 

A year ago, the pessimists snick- 
ered at studio announcements that 
production would be maintained at 
“average” figures—around 40 a 
month, Today, they're abashed. 

Pace not only has been main- 
tained, but studios now are ac- 
celerating their efforts. Prospects 
for the final four months of 1951 
are better than they were a year 
ago. 

Check of production for the first 
half of the year shows 268 films 
have received the Production Code 
Authority seal; 13 more than dur- 
ing the same period in 1950. Of 
the total, 42 were lensed abroad. 
This classification, of course, in- 
The Major purely foreign films. 
The ority, however, are the 
product of Hollywood studios shot 
on lecation in distant climes, as; 
for @xample, Warners’ “Captain 
Horatio Hornblower,” which was 
m entirely in England. 

This increase over 1950 will be 
maintained for the remainder of 
the year. As of this morning, 
(Tues.) there were $2 films shoot- 
ing here and abroad. Figure admit- 
tedly is four under the number 
for the post-Laber Day period last 
year, but the decline represents 

(Centinued on page 75) 


New Hampshire Mailman 
Also Rings Bell Doubling 
As Local Theatrical Star 


* By NAT KAHN - 


New London, N. H., Sept. 4. 
0 blase Broadwayites, this town 
is a speck on the New Hamp- 
map, but it has its theatrical 
compensations. Localites have 
heard of Cornell, Hayes and Fer- 


rer, and so many other stars, but 
they'll stick with their Charlie 
Jobes 


Jobes is a mail carrier in New- 
port, N. H., 15 miles from New 
London. For 19 goer. ever since 
its erganization. he has been the 
star of the New London Players, 











Deen Towa,” “Harvey” and 
tnin’” are typical of the 
plays that have starred Jobes. No- 
tize of his in a play 
here is the for sellout per- 


‘Go West’ TV Formula Natural Pattern, 





Harry Jolson’s ‘Comeback’ 


Harry Jolson’s personal at the 
Al Jolson Remembrance Night 
Oct. 23, at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., 
a one-nighter for benefit of the 
N. Y. Cardiac Home, will be in the 
nature of a “comeback” for the 
late singer’s brother. Latter has 
long been retired. 

ABC deejay Joe Franklin is 
sparking the show, which Will have 
Milton Berle and Barry Gray 4s 
emcees and at which Jolson's 
widow will make a personal. 


Question Whether 
NCAA Plan Solves 
TV-Gate Problem 


While almost every college in the 
with the Nebonal Collechene 
Athletic Assn.’s moratorium pian 
for televised football, the belief is 
spreading that the NCAA experi- 
ment will not provide a final arm 
swer to how deeply video affects 
the gate because there are too 
many variable factors which cannot 
be taken into consideration. — It's 
impossible, trade observers say, to 
pin down the effects on gate re- 
ceipts of such things as the 
weather, competing attractions, 
general economic conditions, ete.— 
and without those, the NCAA ex- 
periment won't prove anything. 

For example, it’s pointed out, the 
blackout system devised by the as- 
sociation, under which each area 
in the coun will have no tele- 
vised foot whatsoever two 
Saturdays out of the season, will 
furnish surface information on 
whether a particular school sells 





Sez Cantor; Sees Coast as Home Base’ 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


As Eddie Cantor sees it, the 
N. Y.-to-L. A. transition for major 
TV talent and productions, now 
that the cross-country micro-cable 
has become a reality, is as natural 
and inevitable as it was back in 
the radio era of the ‘30's. Cantor 
is currently in New York for his 
initial “Colgate Comedy Hour” 
appearance of the season next 
Suagday (9), but this will be his 
only origination from the east. 
He’s all set to premiere the first 
commercial coast-to-coast show 
from Hollywood on Sept. 30, with 
his subsequent 10 Colgate shows 
all emanating from the Coast. 

Cantor’s drumbeating of the 
“Go West” TV formula is appar- 
ently shared by the NBC video 
brass, for in addition to Cantor, 
the majority of the web’s top tal- 
ent array will do most of their 
programs from Hollywood this 
Biranie are — Jimmy 

rante, ynn, Danny Thomas, 

b ne ane. Abbott & 
Costello, artin Lewis, Dinah 
Shore and Donald O'Connor, 


(Continued on page 24) 


Nix of Stack in Britain 
Seen as Reprisal Vs. 
American Performers 


London, Sept. 4. 

Sudden action of the British Min- 
istry of Labor in refusing a permit 
this week to American actor Robert 
Stack is seen as the possible start 
of a general campaign by British 
Equity Assn. against U.S. perform- 
ers in reprisal for U. S. union re- 
strictions on alien actors. The Gov- 
ernment rap against Stack, at 
Equity instigation, resulted in his 
being ordered off the set of the Jay 
Lewis film, “Gift Horse,” current- 
ly shooting. 


Prior to this incident there has 








(Continued on page 75) 
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Italian Pic Wins Selznick Award 
At Venice Fete; Welles Pulls ‘Othello’ 


By ROBERT F. HAWKINS + 


Venice, Sept. 4. | Sarnoff Chairmans 


Italy's “Cammino della Speran ‘Crusade for Freedom’ 


za” won the Golden Laurel Award 

at the Venice Film Festival Satur-| Brig. Gen. David Sarnoff, RCA 
day (1). Prize, donated annually board chairman, has been named 
by David O. Selznick, was handed | chairman of the 1951 Crusade for 
to reps of Lux, producers of the | Freedom for the greater New York 


pic, by U. S. Ambassador to Italy ' area by Gen. Lucius D. Clay, na- 
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July Tax Collections 


Lag Behind Year Ago 
Washington, Sept. 4. 

Although July admissions tax 
collections, reflecting June at the 
boxoffice, were up substantially 
over the-previous month, they con- 
tinued to lag behind the figure for 
July, 1950. This year’s take was 
$28,620,413, about $600,000 short of 
the $29,247,204 taken in by the 
Revenue Bureau during July, 1950. 
In contrast, the nightclub tax 
bite came to a fine $3,698,260, 
which bettered the previous year's 
figure by about $600,000. In New 
York's 3rd Internal Revenue Dis- | 


James C. Dunn. 

This marked the second straight 
year that an Italian film has won. 
Selznick, who was slated to attend, 
was not able to be present, having 
been held in the U. S. 

“Othello,” produced by Orson 
Welles, was a late-minute with- 
drawal from Venice competition. 
Welles said the processing was 
faulty, and it was thus unready for 
showing. He similarly yanked his 
“Macbeth” in 1949. 

“Cammino” was selected “as the 
picture which, produced by Euro- 
peans in Europe during the preced- 
ing year, has made the greatest 
contribution to mutual understand- 


ing and goodwill between the peo-‘ 


ples of the free and democratic 
world.” 
by an all-American jury from a 
list of six winners in various lan- 
guage groups previously awarded 
Silver Laurels. 

Other conienders were: “Herr- 
liche Zeiten” ‘Teiehs-Comediea), 
Germany; “Four In a 
(Wechsler-Praesens), Switzerland; 
“Trio” (Rank), Britain; “Justixe 
est Faite” 
France; “Medan Staden Sover” 
(Svensk Filmimdustri), 


>recedi ion of the | correspondents. Committee, which | serv 
ee sad ae from the | permitted some sponsored telecast-| 000, which includes a roster of 4S Japanese headquarters during 
six finalists were shown, and the jing of its hearings, found that | talent comprising Laurence Olivier, | the war. 

winner was subsequently screened | there was a need for sponsors to) Vivien 
Entries for the | help pay the tab on the long public Valerie Hobson, Godfrey Tearle on Dec. 7, 1941, reserve officer 


in its entirety. 


Laure! awards this year totaled 32. | service shows of hearings because | and Eileen Herlie. 


A teacup diplomatic crisis was 
averted when French producers 
withdrew their threat to yank the 
Gallic entries due to a change“in 


the film aid bill. Trouble started | equipped with glass-enclosed sec-| and a one-third owner, remains | him, his wife (Estelle Davis—the 
when this government bill to sub-| tions for television and newsreel | with the office. 


The winner was selected | 


Jeep” | 


| tional chairman, 

Gen. Sarnoff will head a fund- 
raising and membership campaign 
in N. Y. in behalf of Radio Free 
_Europe, whose transmitters reach 
i|behind the Tron Curtain. Cam- 
|paign is also seeking funds this 
|year to extend its operations to 
\the Far East. This will be known 
as Radio Free Asia. 





trict, which includes the Broadway 
sector, general admissions tax was 
a mediocte $3,765,171, while the 
night spots did relatively better 
with $402,372 received in 20% tax- 
es on their checks. 





_——————— 


BOB MORRIS — 
During the past year he's sung What Happens to Old 








Urge Congress Set Up 
Code for Newsreel, TV, 


Washington, Sept. 4. 

Overall code for the use of news- 
‘reels, radio and television § in 
House and Senate Committee hear- 
ings should be set up by Congress, 
according to the final report of the 
| Kefauver Senate Crime Investigat- 
ing Committee. 

Committee found these were ie- 
gitimate news media which should 
get proper consideration but ad- 





| 
| 


| flict between the rights of the wit- 


Sweden. | ness and the rights of the news | nick agency here. 


stations could not afford it other- 
wise. 
Report suggested that Congress 


|should set up hearing rooms 


AM Coverage of Hearings | 





tisre songs and emceed more shows 
“on television than any other pop Vaude A ti ? Some 
Go East and Have Fun 


singer in the business. That covers 
a lot of territory but the record 
Tokyo, Aug. 28. *| 


speaks for itself. We'd like to play 
it for you. 
PHIL, EDWARDS 
- 4 alte What happens to old vaude per- | 
| 1650 Broadway PLasa 71-2042 ‘formers might be summed up in 
the career of Lynn Cowan (Bailey 
&) after leaving the B. F. Keith | 
Circu& and the Gus Sun time. | 
Cowan and his partner, Bill Bailey, 


e 
‘Selznick Agency 
came to the Far East some 20 years | 
ago with silent screen actress Betty 
Bo ht b MCA Compson and remained in the Ori- 
ug y |ent when she returned to the U.S. 








London, Sept. 4. 





|the acquisition of the Myron Selz-|“The Long White Sands” road. 
| Later they operated the Cathay 


Reported purchase price is $100,-| Cafe and ballroom which served 


Leigh, Roger Livesey, | 

Cowan was re-called to service. He 
| Deal was initiated by Lew escaped from the besieged Malayan 
| Wasserman, MCA prexy, during City in a small boat which landed 
his recent trip abroad. Cecil Ten-| Lynn, Jr., jn Java. Bailey. and his 
nent, agency's managing director, | itl in their vaude act) and son, 


|wife didn’t make it and were in- 





| ‘Team toured Japan, China, Hong | 
|Kong and kindred areas before | thé House action. 
Music Corp. of America has en- | settling in Singapore to open the | 
(Dorfman - Silver), | mitted there was sometimes a con-| larged its British holdings with | Cocoanut Grove on Pasie Paiyang, | 


When Singapore was attacked | 


sidize films was recently amended. | cameras, to provide minimum of 
Aid was cut from 35% of total cost | annoyance to witnesses. 
ef film to 15%, with the new law | potnted out that the UN assembly 

(Continued on page 22) hall at Lake Success, N. Y., did a 








It was)! 


The Selznick agency acquisition | 
jis the second major percentery buy 
| for MCA. The organization recent- 
ly acquired the Linnit & Dunfee 
agency, which gave MCAv~’a talent 


terned for the duration. 





good job with such equipment. 
Biz Sock at Edinburgh 
For ‘Boxoffice Festival’ 


Edinburgh, Sept. 4. 

Non-stop boxoffice is being re- 
corded here with the 1951 Inter- 
national Festival of Music and 
Drama already being named the 
“Boxoffice Festival.” Tickets are 
selling like hot cakes. 

Organizers are smiling, as this 
has been the costliest of all five 
Edinburgh arts junkets yet staged. 
High standard of attractions will 
nake the 1951 deficit the largest 
yet recorded, but international 
prestige has soared. 

Top event with the public is the 
Sadler’s Wells Bailet at the Em- 
pire Theatre here, normally occu- 
pied by vaude on the Moss’ Em- 
pires circuit. Ballet lovers sit 
around for hours in the bureaus 
awaiting persons arriving to dis- 
pose of tickets. Next in order of 
popularity are Margaret Lockwood 
in “Pygmalion,” and Shakespeare's 


| Committee report commented 
| “Television is essentially another 
improved method of public com- 
munication. If hearings are to be 
conducted in public, obviously 
public access to the proceedings 
cannot be limited to those who ate 
able to attend in person. 


“No one can object to having re- 
porters present who report every- 
thing they believe to be of public 
interest irrespective of whether 
the witness likes it cr not. No se- 
rious objection has been raised to 
the use of flash bulb photographs 
fag newspaper publication and the 
use of radio to broadcast public 
a has been a common prac- 
tice. 


“Newsreel cameras present the 
most difficult’ problem because of 
their bulk and the brilliance of 
the lights required for their use. 


“All of these media of news col- 
lection and dissemination have 
been used for many years. Adding 
television merely has the effect of 

















Cowan reported to U. S. head- 

gineers. In campaigns through 

Java, New Guinea and other Mel- 

roster especially strong in British | #nesian islands he worked with the 

His post called for him to handle 

films, USO personal tours of stars 

Lindsay -Crouse-Berlin as well as stage several soldier 

Planning Successo The Dai Iti Swankery 

a r a —. ae bay a. Eco- 

nomic an entific ion of 

Tuner. for Ethel Merman $2.5 prompted Cowan to return 

and irving Berlin are mulling a|he took over the managership of 

successor vehicle for Ethel Mer-|the Dai Iti Hotel Club in Tokyo. 

man, following “Call Me Madam,” | Spot is a swank field grade of- 

June 1. Her summer may be taken | Cocktail lounge, roof gardén and 
with the proposed 20th-Fox filmiza- | Smack bar in the Orient. 

tion of the vehicle providing terms Mrs. Cowan had charge of the 

insists on $150,000 for the picture, |it is the place in Tokyo to eat. 

|whereas 20th would be willing to | Prices will probably make people 

‘up its 100G bid te $125,000. The jin the U.S. faint. A Saturday 

| $300,000 sale price on “Madam” to $1.50. This includes tenderloin 

$250,000, as an inducement to both | steak plus the usual other ameni- 

the studio and the star, but the | ties. 


quarters and served with the En- 
legit. overseas motion picture service. 
productions. 

Howard Lindsay, Russel Crouse to Japan in 1948 and a year later 
when it ends its Broadway run | ficers’ club with probably the finest 
for her services are set. She still snack bar and observers note that 
jauthors, in turn, have cut their | special dinner, for example, is only 
_jury’s still out with both of them.! Musie for all club functions is 


increasing the number of people | Lindsay & Crouse’s “Remains to | furnished by Hiroshi Walarialee 


“The Winter Tale,” a resounding | who can actuaily see the proceed- 

success, with John Gielgud, Flora; ings. Television cameras are quiet 

Robson and Diana Wynyard in the | and unobtrusive and they require 

cast, considerably less light than news- 
Meantime, sock trade is reported | reel cameras. 

from all the sideshows, including “It is incumbent upon a com- 


dramas, films, art exhibitions, out-| mittee not to discriminate unjust- 
ly among the various media.” 





door displays, etc. 
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Be Seen,” comedy meller which Le- 
land Hayward is mounting, is mean- 
time being readied. And the long 
yenned “Music Box Revue” is still 
a gleam with Berlin. He has the 
libretto idea in the rough; he owns 
the theatre; he has a dream cast 
in mind (Fred Allen, Lena Horne 
and Fred Astaire, among them), 
and even has. a $10 top scale pro- 
posed on the theory such top tal- 
ents would command that price 
with little resistance. 


‘VOICE’ INAUGURATES 
NEW NIPPONESE UNIT 


Washington, Sept. 4. 

New daily broadcasts to Japan 
in both English and Japanese were 
inaugurated yesterday (3) by 
“Voice of America.” Programs 
originate in New York and are 
wired to the West Coast, where 
powerful transmitters relay them to 
Hawaii. There relay transmitters 
send the programs to Manila, where 
a final relay shoots them up to 
Nipland. 

New Nipponese unit of “Voice” 
is headed by Anthony J. Kaye, re- 
cently back from five years in that 











country, 


and his Star Dusters—15 men and 
2 real stateside combo. It plays 
all the latest hits in a style largely 
memorized from pop records. 


Being a ham at heart, Cowan 
can't stay out of the act and every 
Saturday night sits at the baby 
grand and leads community singing 
of all the old faves as he was in 
vaude with Jack Benny and his is 
same age, 39? 

The Cowans, who are leaving 
this month to take charge of the 
Castle Tefrace Club of the engi- 
neers district in Okinawa, were 
farewell-dinnered last week. Among 
guests at the fete were Japanese 
actor Sessue Hayakawa and Jack 
Connolly, a films officer of the 
U. S. State Dept. who happened 
to be here on business. 





Irene Manning’s Return 
Irene Manning, who's been do- 
ing vaude-nitery and TV stints in 
London for the last few years, 
is due back in the States Sept. 11. 
She sails from England on the 
Queen Elizabeth Sept. 6. 
Soprano-actress’s last B way 
was in the John C. Wilson 
musical, “Day Before Spring,” 
which racked up 167 performances 





in the '45-'46 season. 


Senate Narrows 
Tax Exemption On 
Charity Theatres 


Washington, Sept. 4. 

The drive by the Council of Mo- 
tion Picture Organizations to pre- 
vent pseudo-charitabie film thea- 
tres from springing up in opposi- 
tion to the nation’s regular exhib- 
itors has won the solid approval of 
the Senate Finance Committee, 
which is working on the new tax 
bill. 


The committee radically changed 
the House-approved tax provision 
providing broad exemptions from 
the 20% admissions tax for enter- 
tainment operated by cooperatives, 
charities, religious groups, ete. 
House measure, according to thea- 
tre people, was full of holes 
and would have opened the way to 
unfair competition in the film field. 


Senate Finance Committee last 
Friday (31) greatly narrowed the 
exemptions from the bite and com- 
pletely eliminated them when the 
entertainment consists of motion 
pictures or is held in a film theatre. 


Senate committee, which re- 
sumes work on the bill tomorrow 
(5) also: 


1. Okayed exemptions from the 
admissions tax for non-profit sym- 
phony orchs and operas, approving 


2. Ruled that any charitable or- 
ganization, to be eligible for ex- 
emption from the admissions tax 
on its entertainments, must re- 
ceive public support. 

3. Limited admissions tax ex- 
emptions for religious groups to 
churches and _ conventions of 
churches. 

4. Completely wiped out exemp- 
tions provided by the House for 
entertainments staged by coopera- 
tive groups. 

5. Limited tax exemptions on 
entertainment for educatinal insti- 
tutions to those with an organized 
faculty. 

6. Approved the House-passed. 

(Continued on page 75) 


Global Armed Forces 
Unity in Works For 
USO Entertainment 


Washington, Sept. 4. 

A worldwide unification of the 
armed forces to work with USO in 
bringing professional entertain- 
ment to U. S. troops is already in 
the works, according to Col. Joseph 
E. Goetz, head of Armed Forces 
Professional Entertainment Branch, 
Department of Defense. Col. Goetz 
revealed details of the plan of 
consolidation to VARIETY on the eve 
of his departure for Europe Friday 
(31) night. 

Goetz, former RKO theatre exec, 
is currently spending a fortnight 
in the European Theatre of Opera- 
tions firming up a single entertain- 
ment circuit for this military area, 
He plans to set up an organization 
based in Paris or Wiesbaden, Ger- 
many, to operate as a unit in rout- 
ing entertainment to all branches 
of the service. 

European Theatre, which _ in- 
cludes North Africa and the North- 
ern commands of Newfoundland, 
Greenland and Iceland, is one of 
three large areas of U. S. military 
installations outside the U. S. Sec- 
ond of the trio, the Caribbean area, 
has already been organized along 
the new unified lines by Lt. Col. 
Jerome Coray, who recently re- 
turned from latter chore. Goetz 
himself will trek to Japan soon to 
establish the same type of circuit 
for the Far East. 

Hoped-for acceleration of scidier 
entertainment has not yet reached 
expectations, due largely to lack of 
funds in USO. Only top-level stars 
pick up their own checks, while all 
others receive at least union scale. 
Plans for the near future, however, 
are all on the optimistic side. Chief 
of these is to keep a stezdy stream 
of troupers in Korea. Currently 
a USO variety show is entertaining 


in this area. 

In Europe, where the entertain- 
ment ng has always been 
smoothest, Walter O’Keefe and Ted 
Mack are currently on tour, with 
the Camel Cavalier Caravan set to 
follow this month, Experience of 
Defense personnel has been that 
the boys go for standard vaude lay- 
outs in a big way, but that it’s the 
stars who lure the crowds. 
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Gotta Stay With Present Distrib 


= » 
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System Despite Costs: Rodgers 


Although the cost of distribution + 


has climbed steadily in recent 
years, William F. Rodgers, Metro’s 
veepee in charge ef distribution, 
sees no logical substitute setup in 
the offing. “You can’t beat that 


personal contact between salesmen. 


and exhibitors,” he declared. 

Many trade observers are con- 
vinced that the present costly 
methods of distribution are due 
for a radical] change within the 
next five years. One overhead re- 
duction scheme proposed was the 
establishment of a joint agency to 
handle selling to minor tail-end 
accounts for all distributors. Un- 
der this plan, instead of eight or 
10 peddlers representing different 
companies traveling the same 
ground, one man would make the 
tour for all. Thus the present 31 
or 32 exchanges might be reduced 
to about eight top sales execs scat- 
tered through the country for each 
distributor. 

« Such a scheme has been speared 

by Abrahm Myers, Allied general 
counsel, and others who deplored 
the suggestion that exchanges be 
eliminated or reduced, and empha- 
sized the value of the personal con- 
tact between salesmen and exhib- 
ltors. 

Closest thing to a “revolutionary 
move” ever made by Metro was a 
10-day “selling by telephone” ex- 
periment about two years ago, but 
that was in no manner of speaking 
an attempt to change the present 
system, Rodgers said. 

“That was simply a test to see 
whether our slogan, ‘the Friendly 
Company,’ had any real meaning 
with the exhibitors,” Rodgers ex- 
plained. “It did. More than 13,- 

(Continued on page 22) 


Sherman Mulls 10-Pic 
Theatre-and- Television 
Offer for Financing 


Hollywood, Sept. 4. 

Harry Sherman is considering an 
offer from an unnamed TV com- 
pany to finance his next 10 pic- 
tures, as a prelude to turning his 
California studios over to video 
production. Proposition call§ for 
him to preduce four “A” films and 
six six-gun pictures for theatrical 
release, after which they would be 
used on television. At the end of 
that time, possibly three years, 
Sherman would make TV pictures 
on a salary and participation basis. 

Producer said he is not ready to 
abandon theatrical production for 
TV but is studying the proposition. 


Tailor-Made ‘B’ Pix 
For Post-Theatre Video 


Hollywood, Sept. 4. 

“B” productions tailored for tele- 
vision--that’s the new trend among 
independent film producers. and 
sub-major studios, with an eye on 
the TV market after their product 
has made the rounds of the theatre 
circuits. Directors of “B” pictures 
on some lots have been ordered to 
whittle the running time down to 
54 minutes, which will leave six 
minutes for the insertion of com- 
mercials when the films are sold to 
Video. 

A cut of six minutes not only 
makes it more convenient for the 
television sponsors but saves money 
for the producers. In the ordinary 
“B” picture it will eliminate the 
expense of a day’s shooting. ~ 


Femme Jobs Up in Pix 


Survey of 40 picture producers 
Teveals that job opportunities for 
women in the film field will be 
“unusually good” during the com- 
‘ng year, it’s reported by the City 
> liege Institute of Film Tech- 

niques, 

The preducers expressed confi- 
“race that films will be able to 

a more and more women in 

echnical jobs, including commer- 
“al, documentary, educational, 
fe ature, and television films. 

















Mayer Back to Paris 


Gerald Mayer, until recently 
Continental rep for the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America, is returning 


j shortiy to Paris, where he former- 


ly made his headquarters. He is 
joining the staff of the U. S. Em- 
bassy there. 

No successor to the MPAA post 
in Paris has been named yet. De- 
cision may be made this week by 
John G. McCarthy, director of 
MPAA's international division, who 
is in France now. 


Vets Group, MPAA 
Team to Solve Pix 
Politix Questions 


Motion Picture Assn. of America 
and the Catholic War Veterans 
each have appointed special com- 
fnittees to jointly tackle any ques- 
tion pertaining to the public ac- 
ceptability of Hollywood films and 
film personnel on political 
grounds. 

Move is along the lines of a co- 
operative program under which 
the two groups will hold discus- 
sions on the questionable pix or 
persons before any action is taken. 

Statement from CWV headquar- 
ters in Washington said its com- 
mittee was formed as a result of 
discussions between Joyce O'Hara, 
acting president of the MPAA, and 
Donald J. McQuade of Toledo, 
CWV’'s national commander. Chair- 
rman of the veterans organization’s 
group is Thomas Walsh of N. Y., 
former. national commander. He's 
associated with Wilbar Photo En- 
graving, whose accounts include 
many film companies. MPAA com- 
mittee was not identified. 

It’s apparent the entire idea 
grew out of recent huddles involv- 
ing Judy Holliday between three 
CWYV leaders and Nate Spingold, 
Columbia v.p. The CWV brass 
pointed to the fact Miss Holliday 
had been listed by the House Un- 
American Activities Committee as 
having been associated with Com- 
munist-front organizations. 

The vet toppers wanted to know 
how Col felt about the comedienne 
in view of this. Spingold informed 
them Col investigated her political 
leaning and concluded Miss Holli- 
day was a “loyal. American.” CWV 
officers accepted this. 

Serving on the CWV committee 
with Walsh are vice-chairman 
Francis D. Skelley of West New 
York, N. J., national welfare of- 
ficer; John Coughlin, N. Y., com- 
mander of the Department of 
N. Y.; John Dowling, Jersey City, 
Ist vice-commander of the Depart- 
ment of N. J., and Thomas Lane, 
Columbus, O., Ohio judge advo- 
cate. 


L. B. MAYER’S M-G EXIT 
‘OFFICIAL’ AFTER 27 YRS. 


Hollywood, Sept. 4. 

Quietly, without comment from 
either side, Louis B. Mayer over 
the weekend officially ended his 27- 
year tenure as production chief at 
Metro. Departure leaves only the 
company’s trademark to remind the 
industry of the original triumvirate 
who were forerunners of the pres- 
ent firm: Mayer, Samuel Goldwyn 
and Richard Rowland, original 
founder of Metro Pictures Corp. 

Goldwyn withdrew from the pro- 
ducing firm before it was sold to 
Loew’s, which previously acauired 
Metro. Rowland died in 1947.. 

Mayer's future plans are still un- 
known despite widespread reports 
ef his possible affiliation with or 
purchase of one of several com- 
panies. Latest report had Wall St. 
insisting that he and a group of 
associates would acquire control 

(Continued on page 26) 








SEE $100, 500,00 
FOR THIS TEAR 


American film companies are 
raking in the heftiest amount of 
coin from foreign markets in years. 
Lessened restrictions on convert- 
ing earnings abroad into American 
dollars, coupled with the fact 
global theatre business has been 
good, are the main factors for the 
upbeat. 

While estimates vary, the general 
figuring is that U. S. cempanies | 


the calendar year ended next Dec. 
31. 

Foreign department execs of the 
film outfits refrain from any spe- 
cific predictions on the future for 
the reason new curbs on trading 
always are a possibility. However, 
barring any such setbacks, it’s be- 
lieved 1952 might prove even 
greater. 

Partly the basis for this reasen- 
ing is the new deal with England, 
which probably will yield about 
$22,000,000 for the current year. 
Under the new Anglo-American 
trading and monetary agreement, 
U. S. outfits probably will draw 
about $24,-25,000,000 from the Brit- 
ish market next year. Eased re- 


will help. 

In any event, pic companies are 
jubilant over the upped inflow of 
dollars. It's coming at a time 

(Continued on page 26) 


3 Mags Ready Appraisals 
Of Pix, Seen Answer 
To Life’s Blisterer 


In the face of Life’s recent blis- 
tering treatment of the film busi- | 
ness, which brought a storm of pro- 
tests from industryites, three other 
mags are readying industry ap- 
praisals that promise to offset the 
Luce publication’s downbeat. 


First due, in a late-September 
issue, is a Samuel Goldwyn by- 
liner in Collier’s. Look and Cue 
also are prepping special features 
which will answer what the organ- 
ized industry has labeled Life’s de- 
partures from fact plus unwarrant- 
ed gloom regarding the motion pic- 
ture future. 

Cue will give part of its Nov. 10 
issue to the “Movietime U. S. A.” 





will have realized $100,500,0vUU ior | 


strictions in France and Italy also | 











TVs Impact on Pic B.0. Declines 
In Video Areas, Survey Reveals 


’* 





Laughton Meets A&C 


starred with Bud Abbott and Lou 
Costello in “Capt. Kidd,” if cur- 
rent negotiations are consummat- 
ed. Abbott is planning to produce 
the pic independently. 

A&C are now making “Jack and 





production for Warner Bros. re- 
| iease. “Jack” is the personal prop- | 
| erty of Costello's. 


ownership of the films in which 
they work. 


Up to 12 Million 
For Rep in 3 Yrs. 
From TV—Yates 


Hollywood, Sept. 4. 

Herbert J. Yates, Republic prexy, 
| told his associates here on his ar- 
|rival from New York and London 
this week that he estimated a po- 
tential rofit of as much as 
| $10,000,000 to $12,000,000 in the 
next three years via lease to TV 
of films in the company’s extensive 
library. 

Estimate grew out of queries 
| concerning the recent sale of 175 
pix by Rep to a Los Angeles tele 
station, KTTV, for $225,000. Yates 
pointed to the fact that that tran- 
| saction was for use of the pix on 
| only a single station and for only 
| one year, during which each could 
| be shown only twice, as evidence 
‘that his  $10,000,000-$12,000,000 
estimate was not fantastic. 

The KTTV sale did not include 
any Roy Rogers or Gene Autry 
starrers, since these are involved 
in litigation. They are expected to 

(Continued on page 26) 


UA, Litvak Dicker 
United Artists is discussing a re- 


leasing pact with producer-director 
Anatole Litvak.. 


In the past he’s been associated 














(Continued on page 26) 


with the major film companies. 





Favorable, cool weather in nu- 
merous key cities, plus the release 
of fresh, strong product, is boom- 
ing biz at the boxoffice this ses- 
sion. Fact that there were so many 
new, sturdy pictures out on release 
tipped off tha® the fall season for 
film theatres promises to be a great 
one. Four strongest pix this week 
in keys covered by Variety—prob- 
ably will go well above $900,000 
in total gross. 

“That’s My Boy” (Par) continues 
No. 1 spot for the fourth week in 
a row, with some additional new 
bookings proving just as smash as 
in spots played earlier. “Rich, 
Young, Pretty” (M-G), which was 
in 11th s!ot a.week ago, pushed up 
to capture second position, with 
dates in some 11 important key 
cities. 

“Here Comes Groom” (Par), out 
for first time this week, is showing 
such strength that it will easily 
land in third place. “His Kind of 
Woman” (RKO), which aiso is just 
getting started, is pushing up to, 
fourth. Fifth money is going to 
“Flying Leathernecks,” from same | 
distrib, with hints that it may move | 
higher. 

“People Will Talk” (20th), also 
new, is grabbing sixth position, 
with “Jim Thorpe” (WB) in seventh. 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Labor Day Booms Biz; ‘My Boy’ Again No. 
Second, ‘Groom’ Third, ‘Woman’ Fourth 


(U) and “Oliver Twist” (UA) round 
out the Golden Dozen in that order. 
“Happy Go Lovely” (RKO) and 
“Belvedere Rings Bell” (20th) are 
the runner-up pix. 

Both “Place in Sun” (Par) and 
“David and Bathsheba” (20th) show 
unmistakable signs of going places 
among the new pictures being 
launched. Both are rolling up great 
coin currently although each is 
playing in only four key cities. 
“Sun” is terrific in N. Y., smash 
in Frisco, solid in L. A. and boffo 


1, ‘Rich’ | 


Charles Laughton would be co- 


the Beanstalk” as an independent | 


* Television's impact on motion pic- 


ture attendance is declining slight- 
ly in heavy TV areas (where more 
than 50% of the families have sets), 
Dr. Jay M. Gould, consulting econ- 
omist, disclosed this week. Gould 
has been making a study of tele 
impact on pix, based on admission 
tax figures, video set installations 
and other data for major industry 
interests. 

Original ratio plotted ‘by Gould 
| was that a 1% decline took place 
in film attendance for each added 





Duo alternate |: saturation of tele sets in an 
| for tax purposes on production and | area 


Later figures, Gould said, 
now show there’s only a 1% drop 
for each 3% additional saturation 
in areas where more than half the 
families have sets. 
| Economist has also revised the 
forecast he made a couple months 
ago on the drop in grosses in 1951 
compared to 1948, which his statis- 
tics show to be a perfectly normal 
b.o. year. Rather than the 9.4% 
fall which earlier figures indicated, 
Gould now believes only a 7-8% 
drop is likely, That would put total 
U. S. boxoffice income for 1951 at 
about $1,500,000,000 as against the 
$1,590,000,000 of the 1948 norm. 
Change in the estimate of drop- 


| off is based on three counts: 


1, B.o. improvement indicated in 
(Continued on on page 22) 


11,000 Exhibs Hear 
O’Dornell Pitch In 
Three-Week Tour 


More than 11,000 theatremen 
have heard the “Movietime U.S.A.” 
pitch by national director Robert 
J, O'Donnell during the last three 
weeks. 

Climax of his whirlwind tour is 
set for tomorrow morning (Thurs.) 
at the RKO 58th St. Theatre, N. Y., 
when he will address N. Y. area 
film industry personnel. A half 
holiday for homeoffice and film ex- 
change employees for many of the 
N. Y. companies will be held to 
enable them to attend the rally. 

In addition to O'Donnel}. Arthur 

(Continued on page 24) 
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in Philly. “David” shapes great in | 


Minneapolis, huge in Frisco, sock | 
in N. Y. and terrific in Philly. get- 


ting upped scale on nearly al! of | } 


these dates. | 
“Rhubarb” (Par) preemed big in | 


N. Y. 
(M-G) shapes good in Buffalo, okay 





sturdy in Cincy. “Tall Target” 
(M-G) does not loom as favorably. 


“Take Care of Little Gjrl” (20th) 


” 


shapes solid in Seattle. in Jeep 
(UA) is okay in three spots. “Force 
of Arms” (WB) is rated lusty in 
Chi. 

“Alice in Wonderland” (“RKO- 
Disney) still is doing nicely in sev- 
eral big kev spots. “Cattle Drive” 
(U) looms fine in Seattle. 

“Pickup” (Col) looks husky in 





“Show Boat” (M-G), still is doing 
well enough to finish eighth. 
“Hornblower” (WB) ic slipping + 


“Meet After Show” (20th), _ 





was third last week; “Iron M 


ninth currently. 4 


Frisco. “Thunder on Hill” (U) is 
trim in Boston and good in Port- | 

iand. “Bright Victory” (U) shapes 
bright in Frisco. 
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“My Boy’ August B.0. Champ; Boat’ 2d, 
‘Capt. Horatio 4th’ 





Disney- Alice’ 3d, 





Comedies and miisicals predom- ¢ 
fnated among the boxoffice win- 
ners over the country last month, 
according to VARIETY correspond- 
ents in some 26 key cities. Break 
in the heatwaves and some cool 
weather helped biz in numerous 
localities. Indieative of how far 
the general upbeat at film theatres 
has carried, is the fact that the five 
biggest grossing pictures hit near- 
ly $5,000,000 gross during August. 
The two top films totalied above 
$2,600,000. 

“That's My Boy” (Par) took over 
the No. 1 spot nationally last 
month. The Martin-Lewis comedy 
romped to three first places in 
weekly totals, and never was out} 
of the top four rankings except the 
initial week it was on release, 
when only opening in two thea- | 





tres. Not only was the college com- 
edy a sensation on preem weeks, 
but it also held up much stronger 
than even the most optimistic dis- 
tributor had foreseen. 

“Show Boat” (M-G), which was | 
the champ in July, was a heavy-| 
weight in second place, although 
in the final two weeks of the month 
the musical tinter was playing 
mainly on a few scattered extend- 
ed-run dates. Picture had nearly 
completed all first-run engage- 
ments in bigger keys by the close 
of August, but still managed to 
snag almost the same amount of 
coin as in July. 

“Alice in Wonderland” (RKO- 
Disney) easily copped third money, 
wih the fact that the Bunin for- 
eign version of “Alice” attempted 
to beat it into release, apparently 
only stirring up additional trade 
for the Disney opus. It held firm | 
in second place most of the weeks, | 
adult trade and upped prices in 

(Continued on page 24) 


Theatre TV Into Public 
Service as Civil Defense 
Puts on Training Setup 


Washington, Sept. 4. 

Theatre TV debuts in the field 
of public service when Civil De- 
fense Administration puts on a two- 
hour training program on Satur- 
day, Sept. 15. Show, format of 
which has not yet been revealed, 
will originate from Washington and | 
be carried over the coaxial cable | 
on a closed circuit to all theatres | 
equipped for the service. Time is | 
set for 9 to 11 a.m. 

Use of large-screen TV in the | 
civil defense training program has 
long been discussed here, but this 
will be first actual experiment. If 
successful, it opens-the way for 
similar pubiie service programs for 
specialized groups. Civil defense 
trainees and officials will gather in 
equipped theatres in their respec- 
tive aregs for the training-via- | 
video. 

In Washington program will both | 
originate and be seen from RKO 
Keith's, sole theatre in this area 
with permanent theatre TV equip- | 
ment. . 


‘Palooka’ On TV 
As Mono Ends Series 


Hollywood, Sept. 4. 

Monogram prexy Steve Broidy's 
disclosure that the studio deal with 
Ham Fisher on the “Joe Palooka” ' 
series has ended, and the series is | 
being dropped, was followed by | 
word that the Fisher character will 
wind up in television. 

Telepix producers Bernard Luber 
and Robert Maxwell have inked a 
deal with Fisher to produce a “Joe 
Palooka” vidpix series at RKO 
Pathe, where they are now making 
“Superman” videopix. Roger Car- 
lin, who is associated with them, 
has skied in from N. Y. for huddles 
on the upcoming series. National 
Comics Publications is bankrolling. 

Six old Mono pix of the “Joe 
Palooka” series were included in 
the package of 26 sold recently to 
an eastern syndicate headed by El- 
liott Hyman. 


Ben Henry Due in U.S. 


Ben Henry, former sales head of | 
Universal Pictures in Great Bri- 
tain, is due in N. Y. next Tuesday 
(11), aboard the Queen Elizabeth, 
to pick up U. S. film product for 
the British market. 

He is being accompaaied by Mrs. | 
Henry. s | 























'a deal with the Columbia Broad- 


| American Federation of Musicians 


| Val, 


| was written under the title “Mov- 


August’s Top 12 
“That's My Boy” (Par). 
“Show Boat” (M-G). 
“Alice” (RKO-Disney). 

. “Capt.” Hornblower” (WB). 
“Moonlight Bay” (WB). 
. “Meet Show” (20th). 
“Cyrano” (UA). 
“Belvedere” (20th). 
“Francis” (U). 

10. “Sirocco” (Col). 

11. “Rich, Pretty” (M-G). 
12. “Tales Hoffmann” ‘Lopert). 


Skouras to Check 
Developments On 
Eidophor System 


Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy, 
is expected to plane out of N. Y. 
for Zurich, Switzerland, within the 
next two or three weeks to check 
on the final developments of 20th’'s 


OID wm oo 








new color theatre television sys- 
tem, Eidophor. 

The pic company hopes that the | 
revolutionary process will be avail- | 
able for a demonstration at the | 
Oct. 4 meeting of the company 
stockholders, when they will hear 
reports on the pending consent de- 
cree divorcement. 

Eidophor in black and white 
could have been demonstrated two 
months ago, it was reported, but 
Skouras wanted to wait until Fox 
engineers, working with the Swiss 
Institute of Technology, adapted 
the new system for full color. 

The company already has made 


casting System to use its color tele- 
vision process, and an agreement 
with General Electric to manufac- | 
ture the theatre TV equipment. 

Chief points in favor of the Ei- 
dophor theatre TV projector, it was 
pointed out, is the distance from 
the screen is no handicap; that the 
equipment is no larger than stand- 
ard film projectors, and that it may 
be operated from the regular pro- 
jectionist’s booth. 

A publie demonstration of the 
Swiss-made theatre TV system is 
expected before the end of this 
year, most likely in N. Y. 


SMALL PREPS RELEASE 
OF 20-ODD PIX TO TV 


Hollywodd, Sept. 4. 
First step in a deal to release 
more than 20 of his old films to 
television has been taken by Ed- 
ward Small, who has applied to the 





for a labor trustee agreement. AFM 
Local 47 execs here regard it as a 
certainty that the deal will go 
through. 

Agreement is the one drawn 
up by AFM some time ago under 
which producers who release films 
to video turn over 5% of the gross 
of each film to the musicians’ 
union.. 

Among the pix Small reportedly 
is ready to throw onto television 
Screens are “Count of Monte 
Cristo,” “Man in the Iron Mask” 
wid “Last of the Mohicans.” Small 
already has talked to at least one 
local videoutlet about releasing his 
pix here. 








McEldowneys Sore At 


SEP Yarn Title Switch 


Venice, Sept. 4. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken McEldowney | 
have issued a strong protest to the 
Saturday Evening Post because 
the mag changed the title of a 
forthcoming story en their experi- 
enees in India, authored by Mrs. 
McEldowney. They're here te pre- 
sent “The River,” which they 
lensed in India, at the Film Festi- 
Article by Mrs. McElidowney 
ies Are Made by Fools Like Us.” 
Mag switched this te “We Made a 
Movie Without Hollywood.” The 
McElidowneys feel this is immod- 
est, is not justified by context of 
the story and has the effect of 
‘noing their film-centre home- 


Yates, Grainger Prep; 
Rep Sales 
Hollywood, Sept. 4. 

Herbert 3. Yates and James R. 
Grainger opened a week of studio 
conferences at Republic to arrange 
sales campaigns for six high-budget 
releases. 

Producers on 19 forthcoming 
pictures will also be assigned, 


Par Stock Jumps 
To 274, Yr's, High 


Paramount shares on the N. Y. 
Stock Exchange climbed to a new 
high for the year yesterday 
(Tues.), closing at $27.50. That 
represents a jump of 2% points in 
the last two days of trading. Gain 
yesterday was $1 and followed a 
$1.37%4 leap last Friday. 

Both financial sources and Par 
execs professed lack of knowledge 
regarding cause of the upbeat. It 
was believed reports of Par's de- 
velopment of a new color tele- 
viston tube might have contributed 
to the interest in the company’s 
shares. 

However, neither previously de- 
flated price nor the TV tube re- 
port was immediately accepted by 
some of Wall St.’s money men as 
reason behind the stock spurt. 
They suspect Par might have some 
sort of deal in work which would 
make the outfit’s financial setup 
more attractive. There was no 
confirmation of this. 


Wald-Krasna Due Fast 
Next Week to Ballyhoo 
Their First 2 Pictures 


Jerry Wald and Norman seme} 
are due in New York next week | 
on a personal ballyhoo tour in con- 











pendents for RKO release, “Blue 
Veil” and “Behave Yourself.” They | 


|plan to cover 10 key cities on an| 


intensive exploitation pitch (‘press | 
and radio interviews, etc.), and, 
coincidentally, “sell, Hollywood.” 
The indie producers are enthused 
about b.o. prospects for the pic- 
ture business generally. 

Wald-Krasna join the episode 
film cycle with “Speak To Me of 
Love,” planning six episodes by as 
many different directors, all deal- 
ing with l'amour. Eddie Buzzell is 
bearing down on the USO-Camp 
Shows story for which W-K have 
Tony Martin and Jack Benny (‘de- 
spite reports of Benny’s resistance, 
we have Jack,” says Wald). That's 
been retitled “Cheer Up,” with the 
original “Stars and Stripes For- 
ever” idea abandoned on home- 
office insistence the foreign market 
(British as well as non-English- 
speaking) would resist the Amer- 
ican flagwaving motif whereas the 
entertainment - for - soldiers idea 
would have general appeal. 

Clare Boothe Luce is due on the 
Coast next week to work on “Pi- 
late’s Wife,” which Curtis Bern- 
hardt will direct, and “The Eliza- 
beth Browning Story” (working 
tithe) is also on the agenda. 


Selznicks to Europe After 
Walker Death Delays ’Em 


David O. Selznick and his wife, 
Jennifer Jones, who were forced to 
postpone their trip to Europe last 
week just a few hours before their 
scheduled takeoff, are leaving from 
New York today (Wed.). Sudden 
postponement was caused by the 
death in Hollywood of Robert 
Walker. Latter was Miss Jones’ 
former husband and father of her 
two children. 

The Selznicks and the children 
flew back to the Coast last week. 
They returned to New York yester- 
day. Delay has caused them to can- 
cel out their visit to the Venice 
Film Festival, where the Golden 
Laurel Award, which Selznick an- 
nually donates, was presented Sat- 
urday (1). He had planned to be on 
hand for the ceremonies, then vaca- 
tion in Italy and go on te business 
in Paris and London. 

Coupie wil! be back in three or 
four weeks. 


14 SCRIBES BUSY AT REP 








the usual number, are working 
13 scripts at Republic in the 
est summer season in the 


Lit 


Doubts Mount on UPT-ABC Merger 





Okay in FCC's Get-Tough Policy 











town, 


of the studio’s literary mill. 


Exhibs Low Fight Net 


Albany, Sept. 4. 

Number of theatre television 
exhibitors, forced to boost 
their ticket tabs for the up- 
coming Ray Robinson-Randy 
Turpin fight exclusive to $2 
because of a hike in the rights 
fee, have undertaken an inten- 
sive newspaper advertising 
campaign to apprise their cus- 
tomers of how little they net 
on the deal. Grand Theatre 
here, for example, took ad 
space in the local press to 
break down the $2 into its 
components thusly: Federal 
tax, 24c; line charges, 37¢.; cut 
to the boxers and promoters, 
75c; theatre share, 54c. 

Highest previous tap for Al- 
bany was $1 for the recent Joe 
Louis-Jimmy Bivins _ fight. 
Other theatre TV exclusives 
went for 74c. 


2006 Guarantee 
By RKO on Pic Key 
To Ray-Randy TV 


Ray Robinson-Randy Turpin mid- 
dleweight title fight next Wednes- 
day night (12) might have been un 
available to theatre television and 





International Boxing Club. IBC 
made the theatre TV rights con- 
tingent on RKO’s guarantee of 


i | $200,000, plus percentage, for its 
nection with their first two inde-|20-minute film. That figure has | 


been met, insuring the fight for the 
theatres. But if the theatres had 
not been able to get it, it's revealed 
that the fight might not have gone 
to home video either. 

Pabst Beer, which sponsors a 
weekly series of Wednesday night 
fights over the CBS radio and TV 
networks, would have had first 
crack at the bout for home video. 
But, according to a spokesman for 
Warwick & Legler, the Pabst ad 
agency, the brewery was interested 
in the fight but had never turned 
in an official bid. He explained 
that Pabst would be virtually 
forced to steer clear of any fights 
staged in outdoor arenas. Since the 
Robinson-Turpin fight is scheduled 
for the Polo Grounds, N. Y., Pabst 
might not have been able te take 
it even if it had been available to 
home TV. 

W&L exec pointed out that with 
video network time as tight as it is 
today, the sponsor would have been 
licked if the fight had been rained 
out and postponed to another night. 
lf that happened, Pabst would have 

(Continued on page 20) 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Dave Golding 
Cynda Grasse 
Burton Lane 
Beverly Linet 
Jeff Livingston 
Jeanette MacDonald 





Billy Shaw 
Charles Simonelli 


N. Y. to Europe 
Tallulah Bankhead 
Jean Dalrymple 
Linda. Darnell 
Peter Davis 
Barry Fitzgerald 
Cynda Glenn 
Celeste Holm 
Rouben Mamoulian 
David E. Rose 
Arthur Shields 
Max Youngstein 


Europe to N. Y. 
Jessica Dragonette ; 
Madge Elliott 
Ruth Gordon 
Earle RK. Hammons 
Ted Howard 
Barry Jones 
John Robert Lloyd 


ashington, Sept. 4. 

The FCC made doubly clear the 
past weekend that the proposed 
Uniteé Paramount Theatre-Ameri- 
can Broadcasting Co. merger must 
run a rugged gauntlet and be 
slugged with all the anti-trust sins 
of pre-consent detree Paramount 
Pictures, Inc. Whether the merger 
will ever get the FCC nod was 
left exceedingly doubtful. 


FCC ordered a consolidated hear- 
ing of the proposed merger with 
renewal of varéous Paramount-held 
licenses and applications; this 
means all the anti-trust angles will 
be thoroughly aired as well as 
Par’s alleged control of DuMont. 
And finally, there will be the ques- 
tion-of whether such a powerful 
combination as @ major theatre 
chain and radio-TV network might 
not work against the public in- 
terest by creating new monopoly. 


FCC set no date for the hearings. 


Only objector to the consolidated 
donnybrook was Commissioner 
Robert F. Jones. His stand was 
taken not because he wanted to 
go easy on United Par but because 
he wanted separate hearings so 
that he could be rough in each 





one of them. This he left no doubt 
about. 
Public doesn’t realize it, but 
|Raramount has been in trouble 
| with the FCC since it put the 
| anti-trust decree into effect more 
}than a year ago. Operation of this 
decree involved trarisferring cer- 
(tain radio and TV properties to 
successor companies of the old 
ar. 

FCC has never given its consent 


|home TV both, under the deal set | to these transfers although the 
up for rights to the event by the| 


properties 
(under new management 


have been operating 
for 20 
|months. Some FCC officials feel 
| that Paramount should lose its 
| Radio-TV licenses. 

Among bigtime insiders’ in 
| broadcasting there is considerable 
predicting that, for this and other 
| reasons, the radio commission will 
ro give the nod to the UP-ABC 

eal. 


In its order last weekend, FCC 
explained that the principal pur- 
pose of the consolidated proceed- 
ing was: 

1. To obtain full information 
with respect to the participation 
of any of the applicants, their 
officers, directors, olders, 
employees, of agents, in any viola- 
tion of either Federal or State 
anti-trust laws, the extent and 
character of such participation,” 
especially to determine whether 
the anti-trust violations also vio- 
lated sections 311 and 313 of the 

et. 


plans for exclusive theatre TV: 
and restrictions to be imposed on 
(Continued on page 24) 
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‘ARTIES’ STRESS FILMS 





Future UA-Financing Via Heller 
Seen Hinging on ‘Night’ Payoff 





Close watch is expected to be+ 


kept by United Artists and Walter 
E. Heller & Co., Chicago financi«’s, 
on b. o. results of “The Big Night,” 
which producer Philip A. Waxman 
brought into New York from the 
Coast last week. “Night” is the 
initial pic completely produced and 
financed by UA since the new Ar- 
thur B. Krim regime took over the 
company six months ago. 


Heller financed it through ar- 
rangements made by Krim. It is 
thus also Heller's maiden effort 
under the new setup. As a result, 
the John Barrymore, Jr., starrer is 
taking on something on a test-tube 
aspect, with both UA and Heller 
eyeing it anxiously. Extent of its 
success may well influence avail- 
ability and terms of further finan- 
cing of UA producers by Heller. 


UA’s future hinges to a consider- 
able degree on continued access to 
Heller funds. Krim is thus doubly 
anxious to see the Chi financial 
house show a neat profit on 
“Night” in the hope that it will 
ease up somewhat on what admit- 
tedly are tough terms to the indies. 


Heller demands, as a matter of 
fact, are so stiff as to be somewhat 
discouraging to producers. By 
demonstrating the profit possibili- 
ties of a few films, Krim looks for- 
ward te a reduction in Heller de- 
mands and consequent encourage- 
ment of other indies to get back 
into the prodyction swim. 

As a point of fact, it is under- 
stood that Beller is taking little 





risk on “Nighi.” Chi firm is in the 
position ci a bank, putting up only 
first-money, yet getting in return 


Strange Coincidence 
Hollywood, Sept. 4. 
Although it was _ written 
months ago, Stanley Kramer's 
forthcoming production, “The 
Sniper,” bears a striking re- 
semblance to a _ front-page 
story currently running in the 
Los Angeles newspapers. 
Police are hunting a mys- 
terious killer who has shot 
down two young women in 
different parts of town with- 
out apparent reason. That is 
also the plot of “The Sniper.” 


—_—_— 


U, UA Hit Back 
At Govt. Rap On 





Decree Violation | 


Universal and United Artists 
have hit back at the Department 
of Justice, saying in effect the lat- 
ter’s charges of consent decree vio- 
lations were groundless. Govern- 
ment last month filed a complaint 
in U. S. District Court, N. Y., as- 
serting UA and U had common of- 
ficers and directors, and that UA 
restrained competition via its ac- 
quisition of Eagle Lion Classics last 


| April. 


U's answer to the court, present- 
ed last Friday (31), was a general 


far more than a bank can legally | denial coupied with a bid for dis- | 
(Continued on page 30) | missal of the action. Company ad- 


LINGUALS IN DIP. 
OFFBEAT-PIX HIKE 


Rapid evolutionary process which 
most of the film industry has been 
going through in the past few years 
has caught up with the art thea- 
tres. Formerly synonymous with 
foreign-language product, the 
arties are now playing mostly films 
in English. 

Reason is double-edged. First is 
the decline in recent years of ac- 
ceptable lingualers and second is 
the increase of offbeat product out 
of Hollywood. Added to the latter 
is a growing number of pix made 
abroad, but in the English lan- 
guage. 

Art houses are thus in the midst 
of a swing away from havens for 
subtitles toward becoming a circuit 
of limited-seaters devoted to non- 
lingual specializéd pictures. Fur- 
ther evolution in this direction and 
the addition of many more theatres 
to this type operation are antici- 
pated. 

Shot was called on this develop- 
ment by some industry execs sev- 
eral years ago. They foretaw the 
switch and prophesied the growth 
of a large number of sureseaters 
devoted to attracting audiences of 
specialized tastes. 

While the arties have rapidly 
changed their pelicies, and a great 
many additional theatres have 





| turned to this type operation, the 


;same industry soothsayers who 
originally called the turn say that 
all this is just a start. They see 
|} hundreds more« houses switching 
| from standard Hollywood fare and 
enlisting themselves in the cate- 
(Continued on page 28) 








IN ENGLISH 


Marks, Insisting His ‘Fair TV’ Altruistic, 
Admits a Welcome Publicity Payoff 


* Jerome W. Marks, New York at- 
torney who organized and is 
chairman of the Television Fair 
Practices Committee, admitted 
this week that there’s been an un- 
looked for—but welcome—payoff. 
The issue of theatre and subscrip- 
tion tele versus the for-free home 
variety, he said, was a popular one 
ever, by his title registrations with the voters in the low-income 
with the Motion Picture Assn. district where he’s in politics, and 
of America. { has also resulted in publicity that 





~- 








‘Flash’ Katzman 


Sam Katzman, who makes 
low-budgeters for Columbia, 
has long been noted as a 
speedy producer. How much of 
a hurry he's in was probably 
best evidenced last week, how- 





He first registered “Every | “hasn’t hurt” his law practice. 
Minute Counts,” then quickly | TFPC, much to the surprise of 
added another registration, | film and tele execs, appeared vir- 


“Every Second Counts.” 


_—- -—- 


itually out of thin air last June. 
|Its avowed aim was a crusade to 


} Bretoat home viewers from being 
excluded from fights and other 
a e : }events by theatre and pay-as-you- 


|see TV. 











Variety that he has had any finan- 
atre Owners of America, Sept. 24-| tee’s work. 
The complete agenda, committee | bers of the committee in contribu- 


e ° ° | Much speculation was immedi- 

Drive, Arbitration 
cial support from any person or 
organization except the 15 or so 
i 

27, Hotel Astor, N. Y., will be thea-| “As a matter of fact,” he added, 

tre television, “Movietime U.S.A.” | “the total cost so far has been less 

chairmen, and other details for the | tions whenever the occasion re- 

four-day meeting have not yet been | quired. The largest single amount 


ately aroused in the trade as to 

the source of Marks’ backing and 

as to his “angle.” He denied to 

| lawyers, one iabor leader and one 

Chief topics on the agenda of Washington publicity man who 
the annual convention of the The- | have participated in the commit- 
|and arbitration, it was reported by than $500. That has been ad- 
si Fabian, general chairman. 'vanced by a half-dozen or so mem- 
determined. Also, Fabian is await-|-—Probably less than $200—I've 
ing word of acceptance from indus. | !aid out myself. That seemed fair, 
try leaders slated to address the | Since my name has been the only 





exhibitors. 


More than 1,000 exhibitors and, 
their wives are expected to attend. ' 
Convention hotels will be the As- | 


one publicly connected with the 

committee, and I've thus been the 

one to profit by the publicity.” 
He really had no “angle” in 





M-G Would Guarantee 
Exhib Profit on B.0. Hike 
‘ . . e 9 
For ‘American in Paris 
Metro is considering special 
deals with exhibs on “An American 
in Paris,” Gene Kelly-starrer. It's 
reported the company will guaran- 
tee a profit for theatremen playing 
the pic but with admission scales 

advanced. 

Company is excited about the 


film's values and feels it's entitled 
to hefty coin. Big problem, how- 





ever, arises out of the fact M-G 
is restrained under court order, as | 
are other distribs, from demanding 
upped admish prices. 

Se me situation obtains with “Quo | 
Vadis.” Advance admissions are in 
view for “Vadis” but this does not 
demand immediate consideration 
for the reason the pic will not go! 
into wide release for some time. 
It opens at the Capitol and Astor, 
N. Y., in Nevember, and a long 
run is anticipated at the Astor. 

It's expected that in the case of 
“American in Paris,” M-G primari- 
ly will seek out those exhibs who 
offer such high rental for the film 
they would have to raise prices 
in order to come out on top. It's 
in such contracts as these that M-G 
would guarantee a profit. 

Despite the court injunction, 
there have been instances in the 
past where films were played off 
on an advanced-admission basis. 
These included Paramount's “Sam- 
son and Delilah” and RKO’s “Joan 
= Are,” Walter Wanger produc- 
ion, 

These brought beefs from some 
exhibs who contended such high 
rentals demanded that scales had 
to be upped as a matter of eco- 
nomie necessity. By the profit guar- 
antee M-G hopes to avert any con- 
flict with theatremen. 


Spellman to Deliver 
Allied’s Invocation 
Cardinal Spellman will deliver 
the invocation at the opening 
luncheon of the National Allied 
convention, Oct. 30-Nov. 1, at the 
Biltmore Hotel, N. ¥Y. The lunch- 
eon will be attended by presidents 
of the major film companies. 





SUIT VS. TONY CURTIS 


‘thing goes for Pine-Thomas’ “Carib- 





Wilbur Snaper is general chair- | 


Man, 


mits Robert Benjamin is a member 
of its board, but states he is neither 
a director nor an officer of UA. 
U related that Benjamin has been 
a board member since 1946, and his 
election was via the stock vote 
of General Cinema Finance Corp., 


controlled by J. Arthur Rank. This | 


outfit has holdings of U shares suf- 
ficiently large to elect several di- 
rectors, company stated, Benjamin 
also is president of the J. Arthur 
Rank Organization in the U. S. 

In its separate answer, UA told 
the tribunal Benjamin is neither 
officer nor director, but merely 
serves as advisor to prexy Arthur 
B. Krim on a part-time basis. He 
had been a board member of Pathe 
Industries but bowed out of this 
post last February. 

Instead of stifling competition 
with the ELC takeover, as the Gov- 
ernment charged, UA bolstered it, 


(Continued on page 74) 





ON AGENT SLUFF CLAIM 


Acter Tony Curtis (real name 
Bernard Schwartz) tossed her out 
as his personal manager, talent rep 
Joyce Selznick charged in a $50,000 
damage suit brought against the 
Universal-International star in 
N. Y. Supreme Court last week. 
She seeks a similar amount from 
actors’ agent George Rosenberg, 
also a defendant. 

Miss Selznick .asserts that she 
inked a 10-year pact with Curtis in 
March, 1948, whereby she was to 
act as his personal rep and he 
wasn't to engage anyone else. But 
in July of the same year, according 
to the complaint, the actor 
breached the agreement by hiring 
Rosenberg. Latter allegedly in- 
duced the star to break the deal. 


Par Backlog Defers Prod. 


Hollywood, Sept. 4. 

Paramount has so many com- 
pleted pictures on its hands that it 
has requested Nat Hoit and Pine- 
Thomas to lay off further produc- 
tion until next year. As a result, 
Holt's “Hurricane Williams,” origi- 
nally slated to start next month, 
was pushed back to January. Same 








bean, Gold,” now held back for a 
January start. 


Reason for the delaying c * = is to be decid: * 
ta backleg of 21 pictures. 


i mittee, } 


$1,050,000 Suit Hits Five 
Majors, Century on Claim 


Involving Clearances 


Century Theatres, Inc., and five 
major distributors last week were 
hit with a $1,050,000 triple damage 
anti-trust suit brought in .N. Y. 
Federal Court by the Lavellon 
Amus. Corp., operators of the 
Criterion Theatre, East Rockaway, 
L. I. Complaint charges that 
Loew’s, Paramount, Columbia, Uni- 
versal and United Artists gave four 
Century sites seven to 21 days 
clearance over the Criterion, al- 
though the houses were not in di- 
rect competition. 

Defendant distribs, it’s asserted, 
have adopted a “uniform system 
of clearance,” which the Criterion 
allegedly was forced to observe on 
the pain of receiving no product. 
In seeking a better break on pix 
availability, Lavellon claims that 
the B. S. Moss Malverne (L. L) 
Theatre works on par with the 
Century locations, even though the 
Malverne house is geographically 
closer to the chain's outlets than 
the Criterion. 

Lavellon also contends that the 
preferential clearance handed the 
Century spots is illegal, under pro- 
visions embodied in the industry 
reonsent decree. Failure of the 
Criterion to get the same run as 
Century’s Valley Stream, Valley 
Stream; Lynbrook, in Lynbrook; 
Fantasy, in Rockville Centre, and 
the Baldwin, in Baldwin, allegedly 
caused the plaintiff exhib to lose 
$350,000. 





Nine Subpoenas Remain 
Unserved in L.A. Red Quiz 


Los Angeles, Sept. 4. 

Nine subpoenas issued by the 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee for appearances at the 
hearings to open here Sept. 17 are 
still unserved, according to Rep. 
Donald L. Jackson, a member of 
the committee. Still to be heard 
from are Norviile Crutcher, George 
Tyme, Paul Perlin, Joe Losey, John 
Wexley, Paul Trivers, Leon Becker, 
Helmer Bergman and John Miller. 

More than 30 witnesses will be 
called for hearings at the L.A. 
Federal Building. Whether the ses- 
sions will be te'~."-- * ‘- + evestion 
com- 


starting the TPC, Marks said. It 
(Continued on page 24) 


7 





tor, Piceadilly, Paramount and Edi- | 
son, | 





| Every exhibitor, upon register- 


ing, will be named to serve on one 
of the 13 committees. An entertain- 
ment committee will obtain tickets 
to theatres and other entertain- 


Of Equipt., Arising From 
ment TOA members may wish to ° 
attend. A block of tickets has been Qld Fox Red; Stirs Wall St. 


obtained for members wishing to | 
. Wall St. interest has been 
see the Sandy Sadler-Willie Pep anneed tn eo. ae 


featherweight title bout. 
/eral Precision Equipment Corp., 
To date, 82 tradeshow booths | manufacturers of motion picture 
have been reserved. The total is. and tele equipment, by the discov- 
expected to reach 100 before the ory that its dividends are tax-free. 
convention opens. | That results from heavy losses suf- 
Mrs. Isabel Goldenson’s enter- | fered some 20 years ago in the 
taihment committee for the ladies | stock of the old Fox Film Corp. 
already has set up a full program, Several investment houses are 
which includes: Sept 24, tea at, known to be pitching GPE to their 
Toot, Shor’s, 4 p.m.; Sept. ef bem gee particularly wealthy 


‘Divvy Tax-Free for Mfr. 


breakfast at Altman's depart-| ones, who get maximum benefits 
ment store, 9 a.m.; Sept. 26,|from the tax-free dividends. Rey- 
luncheon and _ fashion show nolds & Co., one of these firms, 


by Russek’s at the Hotel Waldorf- | issued a laudatory research report 
Astoria, 1 p.m.; Sept. 27, show and on GPE a couple weeks ago, and 








tea at Radio City Music Hall, 3 p.m. another brokerage house, Neu- 
both members and wives will be getting a similar one together for 
taken on a boat tour. its customers. 
will entertain the exhibitors at a | from a $54,000,000 investment that 
dinner Thursday night, Sept. 27, at General Theatres Equipment, Inc., 
in Fox Films. When Fox went 
into voluntary reorganization in 
PRODUCER DAVE ROSE dends to GTE, latter also was 
'driven into receivership. When 
MAPS 3 MORE PIX | both emerged from the bath, 
to London over the weekend with |§509,000° worth of ack im 20th 
New York in about four weeks to 
discuss three pix he’s planning 4 shanteane = aloo peer 
nf _ at og er United Art- (Continued on page 65) 
now completing in England, is be- ‘ oung’ 
ing distributed by the two com. | Joe Y Mulled 
isphere rights and RKO the East-- RKO, which two yeurs ago re- 
ern. UA portion of the deal was icased “Mighty Joe Young,” is ap- 


On Tuesday night, Sept. 27, 6 p.m.,| berger & Berman, is known to be 
Presidents of the film companies. Tax-free dividend angle arises 

Hotel Astor. | predecessor company of GPE, had 

1932 and was unable to pay divi-, 

Producer David Rose, who planed i hae 

Linda Darnell, is expected back in poy 

produce next year. It is understood price is about $20. The GPE par- 
“Saturday Island,” which he is 

panies, UA has the Western Hem. For Sequel by RKO 

originally made with Eagle Lion, parently mulling a sequel. It reg- 





Classics and taken over when UA 
absorbed ELC. 

Miss Darnell is starred in the 
pic, which has been shooting for 
eight weeks in Jamaica, B.W.1.| 
There are three more weeks of lens- | 
ing to be done in England. Director 
Stuart Heisler and the rest of the 
cast and Technicolor crew left for 
London directly from Jamaica inst 
Wednesday (29). j 





istered with the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America last week the ti- 
tles “The Great Joe Young” and 
“Mr. Joseph Young of Africa.” 
Registrations were in the name 
of Howard Hughes, RKO’s control- 
=. stockholder and production 
chief. 











a bm & ' 
good color; good 

Warner Bros. ‘release of William Jacobs 
production. Stars Dennis Morgan, Vir- 
inia Mayo, Gene Nelson; features Lucille 

erman, S. Z. Sakall, Virginia Gibson, 
Tom Conway, Wallace Ford, Tom Dugan. 
Directed by David Butler. Screenpiay, 
Harry Clark, Roland Kibbee, Peter Milne: 
camera (Technicolor), Wilfrid M. Cline; 
editor, Irene Morra; musical direction, 
Ray Heindorf. Previewed Aug. 30, ‘51. 
Running time, 87 MINS, 
Vince Nichols.............Dennis Morgan 





GEE Ut. = <vdecobeoyaneds Virginia Mayo | 
Tee LAMM... ccccccccees Gene Nelson 
Abby ooenes ..Lucille Norman 
Feux Hoff 0060 S. Z. Sakall 
June ... Virginia Gibson 
Bennington . eas. See Tom Conway 
Gams Parks... ..scccccsceees Wallace Ford 
Barney pias Tom Dugan 





Rack up another standard, lushiy 
colored, spritely tuneful and solid 


boxoffice musical for Warners 
“Painting the Clouds With Sun- 
shine,” with its contrived pot, 


may not be something to stand up 
and cheer about, but its-enter.ain- 
ment values cannot be ignored 

The values include the looks of 
Virginia Mayo, the dancing of 
Gene Nelson, the singing voice oi 
film newcomer Lucille Norman, 
the amusing mugging of S. Z. 
Sakall, the good-looking Dennis 
Morgan, pertness of Virginia Gib- 
son, and Wallace Ford thrown in 
as an old sourdough prospector. 

The story can hardly be called 
originai, but then originality is 
seldom expected in the average | 
musica!. This farce concerns three | 
little maids from the school of ex- 
erience spurred on to seek mil- 
lonaires rainer inun love voy r.ng- 
leader Virginia Mayo But Miss 
Norman is in love with Morgan, 
whose penchant for gambling iatef 
throws her into the arms of Nelson. 

The girls, a singing trio in a 
Los Angeles night spot, adopt the 
“all for one ana one for aii’ heme 
and seek their dough guys in Las 
Vegas. They stop at a hotel run 
by Sakall, whose gambling con- 
cessions are about to run him out 
of business. 

Neison, who turns out to be a mil- 
lionair2 in @isguise, makes the 
big play for Miss Norman, aided 
and abetted by the two Virginias. 
But staid Boston banker Tém Con- 
way, cousin of Nelson, arrives to 
foil their plot. He engages Mor- 
gan to help put the romance on 
the rocks. Morgan's efforts seem 
futile, despite the fact that Miss. 
Norman still loves him. Miss 
Mayo takes Conway in hand to get 
him out of the way, Miss Gibson | 
soothes Nelson, and—well, it winds | 
up good clean fun, with a sprink- 
ling of old tunes from formet 
Werner films. 

Tops among the old tunes in-| 
cluded are “Painting the Clouds | 
With Sunshine” ‘(Joe Burke, Al | 
Dubin); “Tiptoe Through the! 
Tulips” (Joe Burke, Al Dubin), | 
“Vienna Dreams” (Rudolf Sieczy- | 
ski, Irving Ceesar), "With a Song | 
in My Heart,” (Dick Rodgers, Lo- | 
renz Hart), “Birth of the Btue” | 
(B. G. DeSylva, Lew Brown, Ray | 
Henderson), “You’re My Every- | 
thing” (Harry Warren, Mort Dix- | 
on), and “Jealousie” (Jacob Gage, | 
Vera Bleom). 

Also standard are solid direction | 
by David Butler, camera by Wil-| 
frid M. Cline, musical numbers | 
staged and directed by LeRoy | 
Prinz, and musical direction by 
Ray Heindorf. 


The Day the Earth 
Steed Still 


Suspenseful, moralistic entry 
1 es fiction sweepstakes; 
0. | 








20th-Fox release of Julian Blaustein 
oduction. Stars Michael Rennie, Patricia 


jtion and that peace is being 


,sen, 20th’s special effects chief, 


a 
tells of an invasion of the earth 
by a single space-ship from an un- 
identified planet in outer space. 
Ship has two occupants, an eighi- 
foot robot, and an earth-like hu- 
man. They have come to warn the 
earth's people that all other in- | 
habited planets have banded to-| 
gether into a peaceful organiza- 





threatened by the wars of the 
earth-people who, now that they 
are experimenting with rockets, 
may soon be able to carry their 
aggression into outer space. If 
that happens, the inter-planetary | 
UN is prepared to blast the earth 
oui of the universe. 

Message is pointed up by the 
space-man’s parting words to an 
assemblage of. scientists gathered 
from ali countries to hear their 
choice before he and his robot- 
companion head back to their own | 
planet: “Join us and live in peace. | 
Or pursue your present course 
and face obliteration.” 

Yarn, of course, has much more 
suspense than that. Space-ship 
lands in Washington and the man, 
leaving the robot on guard, leaves 
to hide among the people, to dis- | 
cover for himself what they are 
like. His findings of constant | 
bickerings and mistrusi, inci- 
dentally, which are sharply pointed 
up by North’s script, aren't too | 
favorable for the earth's humans. | 
Situation naturally creates fear| 
throughout the world and the U.S. | 
brings out Army tanks, howitzers, 
etc., to guard the ship and the 
robot, while a frantic search goes 
on fer the man. Latter convinces a | 
famed scientist, whose character is 
obviously based on Prof. Albert 
Einstein, of his powers and his 
mission. 

Scientist calls together his col- 
leagues from all over the world but, 
before they can hear the space- 
man, he is discovered and shot 
down by Army guards. Robot, 
through a bit of out-of-this-world 
magic, captures the body, takes it 
baek to the ship to bring it back 
to life, which sets the stage for 
the final message. Script carries 
several contrived situations, as 
well as unexplained happenings, 
which militate against it generally. | 
Producer Julian Blaustein worked 
with an apparently moderate budg- 
et but that doesn’t interfere with 
the film’s impact. Background shots 
of Washington, where the action 
takes place, give it almost a docu- 
mentary flavor. And Fred Ser- 


makes the most of a field day in 
depicting the powers of the robot 
in disintegrating the best Army 
equipment, the ship’s flight, etc., 
ably abetted by Leo Tover’s cam- 
era supervision. Bernard Herr- 
mann’s score, spotlighting a weird 
theramin, helps generate the sus- 
pense. 


Cast, although secondary to the | Case 


story, works well. Michael Rennie 
is fine as the man from space and 


rates better roles in the future on | Milkkman 


the basis of his work here. Patri- 
cia Neal is attractive and compe- 
tent as the widowed mother of the 
ay boy whom he befriends and 
who is the first to know his secret, 
while Hugh Marlowe is sufficiently 
a boor as her boy-friend, whose 
tip to the Army results in his 
capture. Sam Jaffe turns in his 
usual top performance as the sci- 
entist, and young Billy Gray does 
a good job as the boy. Robert 
Wise’s direction permits the ac- 
tion to drag at times, but is also 
responsible for the suspense. 
Stal 





The Mob 


Plenty of action; cops-&-rob- 
bers dualer Broderick 

, Crawford ng better 
than average returns. 


Hollywood, Aug. 31. 





duction. Stars Broderic wford; fea- 





eal, Hueh Marlowe; features Sam 
Jaffe, Billy Gray. Directed by Revert 
Wise. Screenplay, Edmund North, 
based on story by Harry Bates; ¢: mera, 
Leo Tover; music, Bernard Herrmann: 
ial effects, Fred Sersen. Previewe" 
. YY. Aug. 28, ‘S51. Running time, 
92 MINS. 

Mh. ws s< -bebesebeds Micheel Rennie 
Helen Benson ........... Patricia Neal 
Tom Stevens .......+.:. Hugh *!- rowe 
Dr. Bernhardt .....:cce.: Sim Jaffe 
Webhe BeMeeR ..ccccesecs Billy Crcy 
Dh MEET 06666000008 Frances Pavier 
. Paes k Mar-in 
Drew Pearson Env sf 


Seen ft 7m 
Commen'‘ators: Gabriel WHeatter, H. V. 
Kaltenborn, E’mer Davis. 


“Day the Earth Stood Still,” 


| Sie score, Dunine. Previewed Aug 
20th-Fox's initial entry in the sci- | 31; 5}. Running time, 07 mins, 
ence-fiction sweepstakes, Giffers | wory Kiernan” |)": Brode Betty Bucnice 
from its predecessors in that tie | Thomas Clancy |... ...\" Richard Kiley 
fantasy and suspense are tinzed | Litutenant Banks.......... Otto Hulett 
with a sharply-pointed morz!—|Gumer ...°............" Nating Bes 
that the nations of the earth will | Joe Castro .............. Borgnine 
be destroyed if they don’t put an — Bennion...:..+.. Walter Kiavun 
end to their warfare. Bui the yarn | Doris |. """"** "yeaah —_ 
is toid interestingly enouch 21d ee Commissioner....... Ralph Dumke 
imbued with sufficient scientific-| cule 0.00.8 P+ 
tion lures and suspense so that | Ruwen 20055755722 0°77770"" Adler 
only seldom does its moralistic | Radford. Assrwasnasne dos Duke W-tson 
wordiness get in the way. | Distriet Attorney.....::: Carleton Young 


Judging from the success of its 
antecedents, exhibs will heve 
plenty of exvieitation angles to vet 
their teeth inte for a b.c. payoff. 
In addition, word-of-mouth -*ou'd 
be good, which will partially com- 


Columbia release of Jerry Bresler pro- 
rd 


} fulett, Matt Crowley, Neville B d, 
E ran 


Baggett, Jean Alexander, Ral Dumke. 
‘ohn Marley. Directed by Robert Parrish. 
| Screenplay, William Bowers; based on 
| Story by Ferguson Findley; camera, Jo- 
reoh Walker; editor, Char 





| “The Mob” is solid corner-of-the- 
| mouth stuff for the leather-jacket- 
| and-blue-jeans trade. Broderick 
Crawford is the only name but he's 





jander as manbait planted to dis- 


overthrow 
the 


pochotees tae the 
2. workers 
on waterfront. Fist gun- | will 
peo a dialog 

the pro- 


se 
erludes involving Crawford witht 
e 
ceedings considerably. 

Tensely paced entry from Jerry 
Bresler’s production cubicle at Co- 
lumbia gets going, in practically the 
initial frame, with a murder. Craw- 
ford, altar-bound, gets called back 
to track the responsible party 
down, the victim being a brother 
cop. Difficult-to-find trail leads 
him to New Orleans and back t 
his starting point, California, right 





into the polic® department itself. 
Seripter William Bowers has | 
studded the Ferguson Findley orig- 
inal with some logically developed | 
clues designed to throw the cus- | 
tomers off the track. It's definiie- | 
ly a surprise when the true culprit 
is exposed, and the Bowers-Findley 
team doesn’t a with that shock- | 
er. Climax, in which Crawford and | 
his girl are at death’s door in her 
hospital room, is tautly staged and | 
guaranteed to raise the hackles. 
Betty Buehler is thoroughly sym- 
pathetic as Crawford’s girl friend, 
and Miss Baggett and Jean Alex- 


tract Crawford from his pursuits 
spark the distaff end expertly. 
Matt Crowley, Neville Brand, Er- 
nest Borgnine, Walter Klavun, 
John Marley, Frank de Kova and 
Jay Adler are a splendid assort- | 
ment of bad guys, and the law- 
and-order pe are taken care 
of handsome Med Richard —. 
Otto Hulett, iph Dumke, Emile 
Meyer and Carleton Young. 

Robert Parrish’s direction never 
pounds at points that could have 
been cliched beyond endurance, so | 
that any claims at similatity to 
previous cops-&-robbers pix are 
nullified. It’s a clean, straightfor- 
ward job of staging. George Dun- 
ing’s score is used economically but 
effectively, and Joseph Walker's 
lensing and Charles Nelson’s edit- 
ing are not the least of a complete- 
ly satisfactory string of technical 
credits. 

Mike. 





The Well 


Gripping drama with adult 
appeal. 








Hollywood, Aug. 31. 


United Artists release of Harry M. 
Popkin production (Clarence Greene, Leo 
a associates). Features Richard 
Rober, Barry Kelly, Henry Morgan, Chris- 
tine Larson. Tom Powers, Robert Oster- 
loh. Directed by Leo Popkin, Russell 


tor, Chester Schaeffer; 


be saved. As Leo | who collaborated on the 
Popkin and Russell Rouse, these | Dick is 
sequences are emotio over-|in with > Now,” 
powering, throughout ig|and The Weavers with Tell 
ane, Fereecyen expertly eS ea and “The ee 


execu 

Cast, headed by Richard Rober, 
as sheriff in charge of settling 
threatened mob violence and rescue 
of the child, is uniformly strong. 
Standouts here are Maidie Normon, 
mother of the child; Ernest Ander- 
son, as the father; Henry Morgan, 
accused of child’s disappearance, 
and Barry Kelly, construction man 


Fort Dodge Stampede 


Allan “Rocky” Lane in skay 
action westerns. 


Hollywood, Aug. 28. 
Republic release of Harry Keller pro- 
duction. Stars Allan “Rocky” Lane. Di- 
rected by Keller. Written by Richard 








who allows use of.all his equip- 
ment and knowledge in rescue of 
girl. 





Seore of pop recording artists 
and deejays providing the b.o. 
spark. 


7% 





Hollywood, Aug 30. 

Allied Artists release of Maurice Duke 
production. Stars Ginny Simms,Tom Drake, 
ane Nigh; features Lenny Kent, Russ 
Morgan, Tommy Dorsey, George Shear- 
ing, Nick Lucas, Herb Jeffries, Sarah 
Vaughan, The Weavers, Foy Willing and 
Riders ef the Purple Sagé. Directed by 
Will Jason. Story and screenplay. Ciark 
E. Reynolds; camera, Harry Neumann; 
editor, Othe Lovering; music, Russ Mor- 


gan. Previewed Aug. 28, ‘51. Running 
me: 77 sAINS. 

SD PES 0 60 cb ee ce voce Giany Simms 
ss hb Oks kes e60eeeteus Tom Drake 
Marion ogneceeovessece Jane Nigh 
Mike Richards............ Michael O'Shea 
is bade 62 49 0 0 90 eb etbee e8 Lenny Kent 
Russ Morgan............. Russ Morgan 
Tommy Wi ccetescces Tommy Dorsey 
George Shearing......... George Shearing 
EE Cn nas 6606966 040% 2 Nick Lucas 
Herb Je@iries........2...+. Herb Jeffries 
Sarah Vaughan............ Sarah Vaughan 
: Bo. PRS The Weavers 

vs 6eb 006008 Ce CE08 Jerome Cowan 
MED SEED. 696006.0000000 6000604 J na 
Mt MED, 600000000600 6000006 Vito Musso 
rT Pn + 64:5.56.6660¢0 00004 Red Nichols 
MOD BUNVG. 2 ctese cocecevesese R orve 
TS err Ben Pollack 
Joe Venuti.... Joe Venuti 


Foy Willing and Riders of the Purple 
Sage 

With Martin Block, Joe Adams, Joe Alli- 
son, Anson. Doug Arthur. Don Bell, 
Paul Brenner, ob C on, Paul Dixon, 
Ed Gallaher, Dick Gilbert, Bill Gordon, 
Maurice Hart, Bruce Hayes, Eddie Hub- 
bard, Bea Kalmus, Les Malloy, Paul Mas- 
terson. Ed McKenzie, Tom ercein, Gil 
Newsome, Norman, Art Pallans, Bob 
Poole, Norman Pre-vott. Fred Robbins, 
Ernie Simon, Larry Wilson. 


On the exploitable basis of the 





. |mumerous recording artists, each of 
-| whom has his or her own follow- 


ers, plus the guest appearances of 


ae ee rae eae lat ee ee ee 
pdeevesece w oly Oo e country, e s 
Mre. Cras ieee of “Dise Jockey” seems headed for 
Grandfather sf caecennnl George Hamilton a — at the ——, . 
ccc Bes Heme: | Tommy’ Dorsey, “George. Shearing 
Peter teeagher Pat Mitchell — note, — Jeffri _ 
teacher......... Margare e aughan, The Weavers and others 
Frank.’ ™**ilchael Ross | Were rounded up for the film. It 
edeisdets voneheieapnd Russell Trent| was quite a for producer 
| tee eteeerereeeeesseees — Mathews | Maurice Duke, and it’s to his credit 
Att. ccccrscclJlIILI/ waiter Meerison | that the overall footage comes off 
Re Re Nay Christine Larson | i form. Inclusion of the 28 
, ~~ EE thy = er-spinners was a showmanly 
ET is icpkerndaqand akan Al Grant | idea; each of them means added 
aa ggcstoececccosecesons e 4 exploitation for the film 
i pgp, Robert Osterloh ry, as is usually the case with 
Claude P ED, cccccescen! Henry Morgan an act-laden noes LJ Oe a 
m BEG... ccccccccsees rry Kelly | subordinated—w "t particu» 
EOE 0000 alg let ag | T@ELY going to bother the “musi 
Selly Sgiiitieeetetereeeens Jons —, “ scri — nh es E. 
Stet eee ween eeteneee E)zie Emanve eyno rom oO na story, 
Pe wanings 2 222cIIIIL Sn Welker {yarn deals with combination 
EWG, ereandenchekssdie Evans | d.j.-radio promoter Michael O'Shea, 
Pn + 06660-0060 50450000008 Sherry Hall and his claim that he can take an 





High drama and mse are 
embodied strongly in this Harry 
M. Popkin production, which deals 
with rescue of a little Negro girl 
buried in a well. Film has been 
turned out with an eye to racial 
problem, boxoffice chances 
appear limited due to its stronger- 
shan-usual adult appeal. Good ex- 
ploitation values are present, hew- 
ever. 

Writers Russell Rouse and Clar- 
ence Green took the Kathy Fiscus 
episode of several years ago, in 
whieh ‘a California ehild was 
trapped in an old well, and used 
this as a story hook for a tense 
and gripping screenplay. For pur- 
poses of drama, they made this 
key character a Ne child, and 
added the Negro problem in build- 
up of pict. which permits a frank 
and ofttimes brutal approach to 





the subject. It’s unusually well 
handled. 

Plot has for its motivation the 
measures taken by Negro lace 
ofa yong a vs ~ = 
comes under n aving 
kidnapped the girl. This provides 
an unusual and dramatic switch to 
the usual whites-vs.-Negroes theme. 


Son Two races later throw in together, 


however, in the rescue of the en- 
peepee child and forget their dif- 
- 


ren¢es, 

Considerable editing during the 
early rescue sequences would 
speed action and lift interest, 
which is pretty static here, but in 
the main production is progres- 
sively suspenseful. Emotions are 





fine as a cop who poses as a hood 


strongly touched toward the climax, 





unknown singer and make her a 


star with the aid of reco and 
disk jockeys. It seems as though 
one of his top clients, believing 


that record spinners are on their 
way out because television, 
doesn't want io renew his contract. 
Femme turns out to be Miss 
Simms, and O'Shea sets out on his 
plan. The case is*proven and pic- 
ture winds happily, right down to 
the off-and-on romance between 
Tom Drake, Miss Simms’ manager, 
and Jane Nigh, secretary to 
O’Shea’s Client. 

Simms, as the slightly 
wacky songstress, is fine, playing 
her role in sprightly f on for 
maximum effect. Her song num- 
bers, og | “Show Me You 
Love Me,” a Hit Parade potential 
by S. Steuben and Roz Gordon, are 
Nigh O'Shea, Drake and Miss 
N are all good, as are top sup- 
— Lenny Kent and 5 Aw 

owan. 


Will Jason gives the film formula | 
and 


direction, technical credits 
shape up as stock. 


For the record,  — ~~ 
‘Let’s Mean- | 


eight new numbers: 
der Thru the Meadow” (by Roz 
Gordon and S. Steuben; sung by 
Nick Lucas); “After Hours” by 
Gordon; sung by Sarah Vaughan): 
“Show Me You Love Me” and 
“Dise Jockey” (the latter by Herb 
ay A — bg) pt both 
sung my Simms); “Nobody 
Wants Me” (by Gordon; sung 
iy Foy ‘Wiling. ane Wil 

y ng; sung Dy in 
and Riders of the Purple Seaok 
‘Brain Wave” (written and played 


Wormser; camera, John MacBurnie; edi. 
tor, Irving M. Schoenberg. Previewed 


| Aug. 28, °51. Running time, 60 MINS 


Allan “Rocky” Lane..Alian “Rocky” Lane 





, , —. 

Fine musie score by Dimitri | His Stallion.....,........ Black Jack 
Tiomkin adds materially in build- | Feceter .* a: ——p 
up of dramatic “force of plot, and | pie Hardin! “Eeg Porerekh 

- . | Pike Hardin...........¢- 
| Ernest Laszlo’s lensing also effec- Sparkler McCann......... Trevor Bardette 
| tively contributes to high general | J¢# Bryan............-.- Bruce Edwards 
interest. Technical credits are all | fucchiitson...2.1...7.... William Forres 
on the plus side. Whit. i: Sait ses ketesaess Chuck Roberson 
PP ale DEE, cebadocdoeetecaane Rory Mallinson 
Cox WTTTTTTILITTTTT TT Jack Ingram 
Dise dJeckey Ss 6 cn cine 6 Qn edinenes ox Kermit Maynard 
Good exploitation pic with Allan “Rocky” Lane continues 


his adventures as a_ western 
deputy in “Fort Dodge Stampede,” 
a suitable entry aimed at the west- 
ern addicts and Saturday matinee 
trade. . 


Lane takes a vacation from his 
deputy chores to track down the 
spoils of a recent bank robbery, 
hidden in the deserted town of 
Fort Dodge in badland ferritory. 
But Roy Barereft and his gang 
also move into town to uncover 
the loot also, to generate the usual 
conflict between the outlaws and 
Lane. Latter recruits bewhiskered 
Chubby Johnson and Bruce Ed- 
wards to assist In outwitting the 
gang and recover the stolen funds 
to rightful owners. 

Picture is liberaily sprinkled 
with standard ingredients for an 
oater—gun and fist battles, riding 
and similar action. Associate pro- 
ducer-director Harry Keller keeps 
the proceedings moving at a brisk 
pace, while Lane is okay in the 
top spot. Good support ‘s provided 
by Johnson, B , Trevor Bar- 
dette and Edwards. Walt. 


——— —- 4 


The Reluctant Widow 


. Minor British-made espionage 
meller with poor b.o. potential. 


Fine Arts Films release of Gordon 
Wellesiey (Two Cities Film) production. 
Stars Jean Kent, G Rolfe; features 
Kathleen Byren, Paul Lana Mor- 








puis, 





ris, Julian Dallas. Directed by Bernard 
Knowles, . Scr . Wellesley, J. B. 
Boothroyd; camera, Jack Hildyarit: score, 
Allan Gray. Previewed Aug. 29, ‘51, N. Y. 
Running time, 86 MINS, 

DT «ona abn obe 46 dca chars Jean Kent 
Lord Carlyon ...........- .. Guy Rolfe 
Mme, De Chevreaux...... Kathleen Byron 
Louis Nivelle .....+++++-++. Paul puis 
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MT etibgencee Anthony Tancred 
Eustace Cheviot ........ Peter 

Mrs. Barrows Jean Cadell 
Lerd Bedlington ..... Andrew Cruikshank 
Colonel Strong ....... Lng B - 
Sir Malcolm Torrens. ..Hector regor 





“The Reluctant Widow,” a Brit- 
ish-made costumed es,ionage mel- 
ler set in the Napoleonic era, is 4 
poor item with weak prospects in 
the U. S. market. Initially handi- 
capped by a minor troupe of 
oo unknown in this country, 

ic is completely floored by a con- 
em Fogg — Fy Py Ae 
g a choppy ng . 

Pic was apparently intended as: 
farce, but the script fails to sus 
tain any comic mood. The film 
quickl ets lost in a maze of 
complications amateurishly strung 
—- and lacking real point. 

arn revolves around a young 
British governess who accidentally 
falls heir to a home which is 4 
noes for French spies and Brit 


ish traitors. are a for 
a plan of Welli ’s military 
strategy, but the foils them by 
finding the papers first. 
Performances are fair. Jeat 
Kent, as the heroine ays com 
tently, while Guy e, as th 
ro, is a bit wooden. Film 
standout is Julian Dallas who, # 
the dandified British 
with suave finesse. ‘ 
rently under contract to Warne? 
Bros. under the name of Scott 
Forbes). Kathleen Byron, as ! 
French femme fatale, is badly mi* 
cast and wholly unconvincint 
Rest of the minor roles, howevel 
-are adequately filled. Herm. 








eee eee eee eee 


of his early- film 


starred, directed and helped 
(Continued on page 28) 































kay 


28. 

r pro- 
e. Di- 
‘ichard 
e; edi- 
viewed 
] 


” Lane 
k Jack 
ohnson 
en Kay 
arcroft 
ardette 
dwards 
ludman 
Forrest 
»berson 
allinson 
Ingram 
laynard 


tinues 
estern 
pede,” 

west- 
atinee 


ym his 
yn the 
bbery, 
wn of 
rritory. 
| gang 
nmcover 
> usual 
ws and 
iskered 
ce Ed- 
ng the 
1 funds 


rinkled 
for an 
riding 
ite pro- 
r keeps 
a brisk 
in the 
rovided 
or Bar- 
Walt. 


onage 
ntial. 


| Gerdon 
roduction. 


jean Kent 
Guy Rolfe 
een Byron 
ul Dupuis 
an. Dallas 
jan 

, Tancred 


ean Cadell 
‘ruikshanit 

e Thorpe 
MacGregor 


* a Brit- 
age mel- 
era, is k. 
spects in 
ly handi- 
‘oupe 
country, 
by a con 
neh con- 
g ’ 
nded as! 
s to sus 
The film 
maze of 
ly strung 
l point. 
a young 
cidentally 
hich is 4 
and Brit- 
for 
military 
s them by 


air. Jeal 


Vf com 
i os the 
n, Film 
s who, 
itor, p! 
las A be 
0 arn 
of Scott 














IE HACKING COSTS 








COMP0’s 


“Movietime U. 8. A.” may be 
organization stick. 


=~ % 
-*. 


Big Trick 


COMPO’s big trick to make the 


There is every indication in that direction. 


The Council of Motion Picture Organizations needed a real pay- 
off gimmick to turn the trick, and if “Movietime” doesn’t drama- 


tize industry cohesiveness and 


maké the grassroots recognize 


the values of intra-industry cooperation, nothing will. 


There are certain fundamentals which are best understood on 
a feet-on-the-ground’ basis. The hunger emotion is funda- 


mental. 


The boxoffice is the man-in-Film Row’s conception of 


another fundamental. Celluloid artistry is one thing but in the 


picture business man can’t live by art alone. 


“Movietime 


U. S. A.” reduces all the industry hoopla into one common de- 
nominator—a shot-in-the-arm for benefit of boxoffice. Luckily 
for the more lofty aSpects of COMPO’s industry purposes, the 
campaign, which has now been extended to a full year’s drive, 
coincides with a flow of film product of high average. 


However, neither COMPO nor 


the energies of Messrs. Depinet, 


O'Donnell, Mayer, Coyne & Co. can ever offset another show 


business fundamental—the show’s the thing. 


production line is giving them 


The Hollywood 
good shows, fortunately, and it 


is assumed that the dire results that mediocrity has brought to 
the boxoffice will keynote, at all times, the necessity to main- 


tain high parity. 


It is true, as one film executive once put it, “Nobody in Holly- 
wood has a production meeting or a story conference and de- 
cides, ‘Let’s set out to produce a stinker’” ... but it is apparent, 
too, that harder application of production savvy and story values 


can minimize the ratio of flops. 


COMPO’s latching onto the im- 


MAJORS UNABLE 
TO KEEP APAGE 


Yank Indies Making Twice as Many 
Foreign Locationers as Major Cos. 


a’ 





One of the most striking aspects 
of cost reduction in the industry in 
the past three years is the deep 
slash that has taken place in the 
average indie production budget. 
While the major studios have like- 
wise trimmed pic expenditures, 
they have been able to come no- 
where near the cuts the average 
indie has made. 

The deep hacking at budgets ap- 
plies mostly to the true indies— 
those who dig up their own financ- 
ing without second-money or guar- 
antees from a studio. A large num- 
ber of indies, incidentally, led by 
Stanley Kramer, have moved into 
the studio category, preferring to 
sacrifice some of their autonomy 
and potential profits for the ease 
and safety of big company backing. 

While Kramer particularly, with 
Columbia financing, is going in for 
heavier-budgeted product than that 
on which he built his reputation, 
the indies who have remained com- 
pletely free of studio ties have 


Bette’s Bit 
Hollywood, Sept. 4. 
Bette Davis, an established 
star and an Oscar winner, has 
accepted a‘ minor role in 
“Phone Call from a Stranger” 
at 20th-Fox. In England it is 
customary for top names to ap- 
pear in supporting parts, but 
not in Hollywood. Actress will 
play a bedridden paralytic for 
about 10 minutes. 
Her husband, Gary Merrill, 
and Shelley Winters are billed 
as costars. 


On Gallup Survey 








COMPO Capitalizes 


proved quality output is the big plus to insure the organiza- 
tion’s future. Abel. 


Producer-Producer’ Has the Edge 
Over Other Producers—Hornblow 


The Hollywood “producer-pro-? 
ducer.” with few exceptions, has 
the edge over the actor-producer 
or the director-producer, because 
his thinking has to do with basic 
ideas and subject matter and not 
with star roles or showy directorial 
projects which are off the com- 
mercial beam, declares producer 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 

Hornblow has written the first 
of a series of articles by promi- 
nent members of the recently- 
organized Screen Producers Guild. 
designed to acquaint the public 
with what a producer is. Articles 
are being sent to general circula- 
tion mags and newspapers. 

“The actor-producer, by and 
large.” Hornblow states in his dis- 
cussion of producing as a fulltime 
profession, ‘picks vehicles for him- 
self, and here he has mostly found 
demoralization and bankruptcy. 
This is not because they are not 
intelligent people, but because 
their thinking had nothing to do 








Polyglot Pic 


Hollywood, Sept. 4. 

Twentieth-Fox lot sounds 
like the Tower of Babel this 
week, with 60 actors speaking 
13 languages in foreign em- 
bassy sequences for “Five 
Fingers.” 

In addition to English, the 
thesps break out with argu- 
ments in Greek, Turkish, Rus- 
sian, Hungarian, French, Ger- 
man, Italian, Arabic, Spanish, 
Japanese, Polish and Portu- 
guese. 


‘Movietime’ Gets 
A Big Surprise: 








been bringing their costs down to 
what for them are much more re- 
alistic levels. That applies to every- 
one from Samuel Goldwyn, long 
the bellwether of the lone-wolf 
filmmakers, to the lowliest lads on 


Of B.0. Optimism 


An optimistic forecast by Dr. 
George Gallup on the film indus- 
|try and a summary of a survey by 





shoestring row. VARIETY on gross incomes for ma- 
Goldwyn a Special Case jor picture companies are included 
Goldwyn, of course. is a some-|in a story being released by the 
what special case. After going in | Council of Motion Picture Organi- 
| for big, expensize product for many | zations to financial editors and pub- 
years, he turned to comparatively | lications this week. They are part 
light-budgeted (for him) films dur-|of a quiet—and evidently highly 
ing the fiscal scare that gripped |effective—campaign that the all- 
Hollywood three years or so ago. |industry public relations organiza- 
With his newest effort, “I Want tion has been carrying on to ac- 
You,” just completed, he’s hit a/| quaint financial writers with facts 


level somewhere in between “Best 
Years of Our Lives” (1946) and 
(Continued on page 66) 


Lopert Preps Cry, 
‘Outcast’ Release 


Lopert Films is prepping expan- 
sion of its sales organization with- 
in the next few weeks, in prepara- 
tion for handling two new Sir 
Alexander Korda pix this year. 
First will be “Cry, the Beloved 
Country,” which will go into re- 
lease in October, and the second 
is “Outcast of the Islands,” due 





| on status of the business. 


The yarn being sent out this 


week follows a recent luncheon 
for editors and reporters on the 
Wall St. Journal, Journal of Com- 
merce and the financial sections of 


mately 10 writers present at the 
Hotel Astor, N. Y., huddle were 
addressed by Robert J. O’Donnell, 
Texas circuit operator and chair- 
man of the “Movietime U. S. A.” 
promotional drive; Arthur L. 
Mayer, exec. v.p. of COMPO, and 
Paul Raibourn, v.p. of Paramount 
and an outstanding industry econ- 
omist. Luncheon was arranged by 
Art Schmidt and Ray Bell, of Co- 
lumbia, who also were present. 
Success of the-session is un- 
doubtedly best illustrated by a mar- 
ket report issued a couple days 


the daily newspapers. Th? approxi- 


with basic ideas or subject matter, 
but had to do with star roles. 
“And the director-producers? 
They are very intelligent and very 
talented men. Without the direc- 
tor, we in the guild would be 
powerless . . . But the curious cir- 
cumstance is this, and this has 
been demonstrated in England, for 
instance, where the director-pro- 
ducer system has been practiced; 
the industry there which held a 
certain amount of promise a few 
years ago, has gone into almost 
complete collapse. Why has this 
happened? I think it is~ because 
director-producers think not of 
subjects or ideas, in the main, al- 
though some of them do; they 


NLRB Orders Elections 
For Paramount Employees 


Washington, Sept. 4. 

National Labo> Relations Board 
has ordered bargaining elections 
to be held the end of this month 
for (1) advertising, publicity and 
contactmen for Paramount Inter- 
national Films operating in New 
York State; (2) advertising, pub- 
licity and contact people for Par- 
amount Pictures Corp. in New 
York State; and (3) office, clerical 
and accounting personnel of Par- 
amount Pictures Corp. and Par- 
amount Distributing Co., working 
at the homeoffice in N. Y. 

They will decide between Local 
H-63, Motion Picture Home Office 
Employees Union, IATSE, and Dis- 
trict 65 of the Distributing, Proc- 
essing and Offiee Workers. Buard’s 
order is in line with the recom- 
mendation of its trial examiner. 





First 2 Gripes 


“Movietime U. S. A.” campaign 
jhas been getting such unanimous 
jand enthusiastic response from 
| exhibs throughout the country that 
execs of the b.o. promotional cam- 
|patgn have begun to pinch them- 





selves. This week they ran into 
assurances that they weren't 
dreaming, for the first of two 


squawks—almost welcome under 
the circimstances—was heard. 


One was from the Independent 
| Theatre Owners of Ohio in its reg- 
jular service bulletin. The other 
| was a telegram from Charles Niles, 
treasurer of Allied States Assn., to 
Robert J. O'Donnell, chairman of 
the “Movietime” drive. 

Neither attack was on the pro- 
motion campaign directly. Rather, 
they were objections to terms being 
sought on pix to be distributed 
during the “Movietime” drive start- 
ing Oct. 1 and to other distrib prac- 
tices which the beefers in one way 
or another hooked up with the 
O’Donnell-led campaign. 


Neither objection was in any way 
an official expression of ITOO or 
of Allied. Ohio bulletin merely 
printed the reaction of member 
Leo T. Jones and asked for com- 
ment from other members. Or- 
ganization’s board is to meet Sept. 
11 in Columbus to discuss partici- 
pation in “Movietime” and wants 
guidance. Niles’ telegraphic squawk 
was purely personal. 

“Why should an independent ex- 
hibitor,” Jones asked, “particular- 
ly one in a small town or city, or 
‘ene with a subsequent run, partici- 


j (Continued on page 24) 





for Christmas openings. 

Lopert has released only one 
major pic for Korda since its 
distribution agreement was made 
early this year. That is “Tales of 
Hoffmann.” General salesmanager 
Sidney Deneau has pretty much 
handled that himself. He’ll appoint 


three or four reps throughout the : 
country to aid with the new pix Several weeks old labor dispute 


|involving the North Center Theatre 

ee CREE ce International Alliance of The- 
: ; |atrical Stage Employees en tem- 
Bet ew Be rey porarily last week with shuttering 


York with TIlya Lopert, Lo-| °f the theatre. 


Hassle started when the house 
pert Films chief, from huddles in | 
London with Korda. Helprin said | Grapped a Magehend trem ite pay- 


the British producer has just com-\ roll because of economy. Dis- 


(Continued on page 24) 


CHI THEATRE SHUTTERS 





Chicago, Sept. 4. 





has a David Lean production now 
shooting. In sdence with the on the payroll under a union edict 


_making it mandatory that all erst- 
— fe cage ag ay no ~ while vaude houses keep stage em- 


oat — regardiess of present 
~ ~~ policy. 
The pair just finished are “Mr. | Demand followed by Local 2 


Denning Drives North,” with John | 
(Continued on page 20) 


Finkelstein Quits 


that sister guild, IATSE Local 110, 
operators union, walk out in sym- 
pathy, a request which Gene At- 
kinson, operators chieftain nixed. 








projectionists was later remanded 

Edward Finkelstein, executive as- by IATSE prexy Richard Walsh. 
sistant to Ilya Lopert, prez of Lo-| Many local film houses are still 
pert Films Distributing Corp., for carrying stagehands. Among them 
the past four years, resigned this | are ‘several nabes which at one 
week to join Sanford Weiner in time had stage activity, plus a ma- 
setting up a new distribution firm. | jority of downtown houses. 
tahoe oa fv sees 
or both theatrical an markets. ° 

Finkelstein-Weiner’s initia! the.| Goldwyn, Golding Talk 
atrical release will be William L. David Golding, newly-appointed 
Snyder's “The Emperor's Nightin- ad-pub director for Samuel Goid- 
gale.” Czech import recently wyn Productions, left N.Y. last 
wound up a 16-week run at the night (Tues.) for Coast huddles 
Trans Lux 60th St. Theatre, N. Y. | with Goldwyn. 
F-W outfit reportedly is also pre-| It will be his first meeting with 
pared to partially finance indie the- the producer since Golding joined 
atrical “cr TV production. ithe outfit, 2 








|}missed stagehand, a member of 
pleted two lesser-budgeters and | TAaTSE- Local 2, had been carried |" 


Lopert, Joins Weiner 4‘kinson’s refusal to pull out the 


+ Independent American producers 
will turn. cut almost twice as many 
foreign locationers this year as the 
majors, an analysis of overseas 
film-making disclosed this week. 
More than 20 features will be made 
abroad either in whole or in part 
by indies to outdistance the top 
Hollywood studios in point of 
global lensing. 

Bulk of the foreign shooting will 
come from such indies as Irving 
Allen, Alexander Paal, Robert L. 
Lippert, Julian Lesser, Mort 
Briskin, Joseph Kaufman, Albert 


Lewin, Benagoss Productions 
(Henry Rogers Benjamin-Germaine 
Gossler), Norma Productions 
(Harold Hecht-Burt Lancaster), 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Peter 
Cusick, George Breakston-C. Ray 
Stahl, Orson Welles and Sam 
Spiegel. 

Prime reasons for the indies’ 





tendency to roll their films abroad, 
| trade observers feel, are the obvi- 
ous ones: lower costs and an op- 
| portunity tc capitalize upon natural 
| backgrounds. Majors also effect 
| similar budgetary savings in over- 
| seas shooting, but in contrast to the 
indies, they have huge studios to 
maintain and a sufficient quantity 
‘of product must be made at home 
|to keep down the domestic over- 
| head. 
| Now before the camera in Japan 
|is Breakston-Stahl’s “Geisha Girl.” 
Breakston previously made “Tokyo 
File 212” in the same country, and 
RKO now has it in release. Sam 
Spiegel’s Horizon Productions is 
| winding up “The Africa Queen” in 
a Britain studio. Most of the 
Humphrey Bogart-Katharine Hep- 
burn starrer, however, was lensed 
in Africa. 

Tieups with James Carreras’ Ex- 


(Continued on page 28) 


UA Starts Sales Drive, 
Instead of Oct., to Take 
Advantage of B.0. Hike 


Because of the ‘upbeat nature of 
the current market, United Artists 
set its national sales drive in mo- 
tion over the weekend, dropping 
original plans to launch the cam- 
paign in October. 

Switch was decided upon at the 
series of field meetings last week 
between a trio of homeoffice execs 
and district and branch managers. 
William J. Heineman, distribution 
v.p.; Max Youngstein, ad-pub v.p., 
and Bernard Kranze, sales man- 
ager, conducted the sessions in 











IN IA STAGEHAND SNAG ‘ews‘m'st y="ces™. Ne™ or 


Sales push,~which runs to ‘Dec. 
| 31, will depart from traditional! in- 
dustry policy. Intead of honoring 
any individual, as is usually the 
case, drive will carry only the 
company’s banner. Each branch 
manager will more or less set his 
| own rules. Company will have had 
| a total of 41 features in release by 
| the end of the drive. Youngstein 
; will serve as coordinator from the 

0 


Also marking a departure, UA's 
big selling pitch will be without 
cash or other prizes. UA is oper- 
ating in the black but still has 
heavy losses incurred early in the 
|year to overcome. 


 Hemsing Jains ECA For 
Europe Trade Union Pix 


} 

Albert E. Hemsing, film division 
| director for the Textile Workers 
| Union of America and the Amal- 
gamated Clothing Workers of 
America; resigned the post last 
week to become film adviser for 
the Economic Cooperation Admin- 
istration’s Labor Information Pro- 
gram for Marshall Plan countries. 

ECA plans to produce a number 
of pictures aimed at European ~ 
AW union audiences, as part of 
its goal to increase industrial pro- 
ductivity and combat Communism, 
LIP is headed by Harry Martin, 
prez of the American Newspaper 
Guild. Hemsing will act as Mar- 
itin’s film adviser. 
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Bway 


Broadway first-run business soar- 


ed over the Labor Day weekend, | $6,500 


with the overall total being almost 
the same as a year ago for Labor 
Day week. Showing,is particularly 
gratifying, since both the Capitol 
and Warner (old Strand Theatre) 
were playing stagefilm policy in 
1950, but are sans stageshows now. 
The big deluxe houses were aided 
by cool, rainy weather, the same 
as last year for Labor Day week, 
with plenty of out-of-towners mak- 
ing up for the unusually heavy 
exodus of New Yorkers from the 
city starting last Friday (31). 
Early sweltering weather con- 
tributed to this heavy trek, me- 
cury not dropping until late Friday. 

Seven new bills plus the usual 
weekly change at the Palace are 
helping the upbeat, since few of 
the new films failed to click. The 


Roxy, Paramount, Capitol and 
Globe all have new winning 
entries. 


“Place in Sun” is soaring to a 
gigantic $88,000 at the Cap, near 
all-time high for straight 
there. This is also much bigger 
than many stagefilm shows have 
done opening week at house. 

“People Will Talk,” backed by 
an extensive, original ad campaign, 


Soars; ‘Sun’ Terrif $88,000, 
Talk’-Stage Smash 1206, ‘Woman 
Plus Vaude Wow 876, ‘Rhubarb’ 276 





|hit great $145,000, unusually big 


films | 


“Outlaw Brother” (UA), 


6,500. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.25)— 
“Passage West” (Par) and vaude. 
Fine $24,000 or close. Last week, 
“Criminal Lawyer” (Col) with 
vaude, $21,500, below hopes. 

Paramount ‘Par) (3,664; 70-$1.60) 
— “His Kind of Woman” (RKO) 
with stagebill topped by Jan 
Murray, Toni Arden, Elliot Law- 
rence orch (2d wk). First week 
soared to socko $87,000. Last week, 
“That’s My Boy” (Par) with stage- 
show (4th wk), okay $57,000. 

Park Avenue (Reade) (583; 90- 
$1.50) — “Oliver Twist” (UA) (6th 


ahead, 





wk). Fifth session ended Sunday 
(2) held to $14,000, after $14,800 | 
for fourth week. Continues. 

Radio City Music Hall ‘(Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 83-$2.40) — “Show | 
Boat” (M-G) and stageshow 
wk). With an assist from Labor | 
Day weekend, this longrun looks to 
for seventh week. Holds an eighth | 
frame. Last week, $142,000, about 
in line with expectations. “Capt. | 
Horatio Hornblower” (WB) is due | 
in next. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 90-$2)— | 
“David and Bathsheba” (20th) (4th | 
wk). Third frame ended last night | 
(Tues.) continued its mighty pace, | 


is hitting smash $120,000 or better | finished at $77,000, only a step be- | 


in first week at the Roxy. Pic its /}: - 
backed by stageshow headed ty lack. Bese on wae im a 


Frank Fontaine, the Harmeonicats | (s ( . Bn. oF, 
and an iceshow, but apparertiy the “peonle 1 roe ‘poth) plas | 
bulk of the draw stems from the | .ageshow topped by Frank Fon- 
film. House is credited with doing |taine’ Jerry Murad’s Harmonicate 
the biggest Sunday biz ever 0M} pjus iceshow (2d wk). First round | 
Sept. 2, with the four-day weekend | roared ahead to smash $120.000 
marking the Roxy's greatest Labor | y it), Labor Day weekend being the | 
Day weekend. biggest ever at this house. Sunday | 
“His Kind of Woman,” with stage | business was highest reached by | 
bill topped by Jan Murray, Toni; Roxy for a Sunday. Last week, 
Arden, and Elliot Lawrence band, | “Meet Me After Show” (20th) with 
is climbing to sock $87,000 at the Milton Berle and his own revue 
Par, pic here again being credited headed by Dagmar onstage (2d 
for the heavy boxoffice. “Rhubarb” | wk), terrific $128,000. 
is proving surprisingly strong with! State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
ste — for first session at Pe al gy & Mare" (M-G). | 
1e Globe. pens today (Wed.). Last. week, | 
“Painting Clouds With Sunshine” | “Iron Man” (U) (3d wk-5 days), 
is not measuring up so well for | held stoutly at $14,000 after $16,- 
a holiday week but is passably | 900 for second frame. 
good $20,000 at the Warner. “Little! Warner (WB) (2,756; 55-$1.25)— 
Egypt” is in a similar category,| ‘Painting Clouds With Sunshine” 
being only fair with $12,000 in| ‘WB). First week ending tomorrow 
initial Mayfair round. “Panelled|‘Thurs.) did not measure up to 
Door” at Trans-Lux 60th St., is| hopes for a Labor Day week, but 
very lean, and quits after 10 days. | still good: at $20,000. In ahead, 
Continuing to show amazing| “Force of Arms” (WB) (2d wk-10 
stamina, “Show Boat” with stage-| days), $14,500. 





show is heading for a great $145.,- 
000 this stanza, although it’s the 
seventh week at the Music Hall. 
Same bill holds an eighth frame, 
with “Capt. Horatio Hornblower” 
due in next. “David and Bath- 
sheba” also is proving a champ 
long-run pic, winding = its third 
Rivoli round last night with 
mighty $77,000. This is very close 
te second week's total. 

“Jim Thorpe, All-American” is 
holding nicely in its second session 
at the Astor with about $23,000. 
“Alice in Wonderland” is display- 
ing marked sustaining power this 
(6th) stanza, with the probable 
$22,000 at the Criterion almost 
equal to the fifth week's $24,000. 
“Passage West" with vaude is push- 
ing the Palace to a fine $24,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.50) 
— “Jim Thorpe” (WB) (2d wk). 
Initial holdover round ending 
tomorrow (Thurs.} holding nicely 
with $22,000. Last week, was smash 


(589; $1.20- 
$2.40) — “Tales of Hoffmann” 
(Indie) (23d wk). The 22d week 
ended last night ‘Tues.) pushed up 
to $12,000, with help of extra shows 
Labor Day week. Previous week 
was $11,000. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.8°) 
— “Place in Sun” (Par) (2d wk). 
First week ended last night (Tues.) 
soared to gigantic $88,000. This is 
near all-time high for straight-film 
policy here. Upped scale and large 





utton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50) | 
—“The Medium” (Indie). Opens 
today (Wed.). In ahead, “Kon- 
Tiki” (RKO) (22d wk-8 days), hit 
$6,700 after nice $5,100 for 2ist 
week. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453: 
74-$1.50)—“Her Panelled Door” 
(Indie) (2d wk-4 days). First week 
ended Sunday (2) was lean $3,300. 
“Reluctant Widow” (Indie) opens 


Friday (7). Last week, “Emperor's 
Nightingale” (Indie) (16th wk-4 
days), $1,500 


rans-Lux 52d St (T-L) (540; 90- 
$1.50)—“Kind Lady” (M-G) (5th 
wk). Fourth stanza ended Monday 
= es up to fine $7,200, after 
g $6,500 for third week. 

Vietoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 55- 
$1.50)—“Bright Victory” (U) (6th 
wk). Fifth stanza ended Monday 
(3) edged up to trim $11,000 after 
$10,500 for fourth round. “Satur- 
day’s Hero” (Col) opens Sept. 10. 


‘David’ Tops Mpls., Sock 
$19,000; ‘My Boy’ Tall 
176, ‘Leathernecks’ 136 


Minneapolis, Sept. 4. 
Local boxoffice is still riding 
high, thanks to more standout pic- | 
tures and long Labor Day week-. 
end. Even in the face of tough | 
Minnesota State Fair opposition, 








| 


‘LEATHERNECKS’ HEP 
$20,000, T0 TOP DE. 


ashington, 4. 
Labor Day > on basis 
previous years, never u 
standard of other long holidays 
here. However, biz for town’s big 
houses is shaping nicely, with a 
few very solid spots. “Flying 
Leathernecks,” at Keith's, is pacing 
city with holdover biz. Rich, 
Young and Pretty,” at Palace, looks 
brisk, while “Young As You Feel,” 
sparked by the annual Gene Ford 
“Going Native” revue, is sturdy at 
Capitol. “Oliver Twist” is huge at 
Dupont, biggest since “Bitter Rice.” 
Estimates fer This Week 
Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-90)-— 
“As Young As Feel” (20th) plus 
“Going Native” revue. Bright $25,- 
000, with local talent on stage a 
real draw. Last week, “Law and 
Lady” (M-G) plus vaude, $22,000. 
Dupont ‘Lopert) (372; 50-85)— 
“Oliver Twist” (UA). Wow $12,000. 


Last week, “Wonderful Times” 
(Indie), firm $4,000. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-89)— 


“Flying Leathernecks” (RKO). Sock 
$20,000 and tops in town. Stays 
over. Last week, “Alice in Won- 
derland” (‘RKO-Disney) (4th wk), 
sound $9,000. 

Metrepolitan (Warner) (1,164; 44 
74)—“That’s My Boy” (Par) (‘m.o.). 
Pleasing $6.500 for third consecu- 
tive downtown week. Last week, 
“Mask of Avenger” (Col), $6,600. 


Palace ‘Loew’'s) (2.370: 44-74)—/| 


“Rich, Young, Pretty” (M-G). 
Sturdy $20, . Last week, “Ran 
All the Way” (UA), weak $13,000. 
Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 55-$1)— 
“Bright Victory’ Disappoint- 
ing $5,500, despite crix kudos. Last 
week, “Women Without Names” 
(Indie) (2d wk), slim $3,000. 
Warner (WB) (2,174; 44-74)— 
“Jim Thorpe” (WB). Okay $12,000, 
but not up to hopes. Las: week, 
“That's My Boy” (Par) (2d wk), 


(U). 


sock $15,000. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80)— 
“M” (Col) (2d wk). Very steady 


$5,000 after better than expected 
$7,000 last week. 


‘Groom’ Giant 
$17,000 in K.C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 4. 

Fast pace of film biz here over 
the last few weeks continues with 
strong lineup of pix for holiday 
week. Paramount brought in “Here 
Comes the Groom” and wow 
$17,000 looms. “David and Bath- 
sheba,” at roadshow prices, con- 
tinues great in second week at Or- 
pheum. Midland is perky with 
“Rich, Young and Pretty.” Fox 
Midwest quartet of houses is do- 
ing good with “Meet Me After 
Show.” Extreme heat late last 
week turned to cooler tempera- 
tures for weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 75-99)— 
“Lilli Marlene” (RKO). Getting 
world preem at this little art house. 
Good $2,500. Wili hold. Last week, 
“Kon-Tiki” (RKO) (7th wk), $1,800. 





Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 50-69) | 


—“Rich, Young and Pretty” (M-G) 
and “Painted Hills” (M-G). Good 
$14,000. Last week, “Ran All Way” 
(UA) and “Skipalong Rosenbloom” 
(Col), $11,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2.650; 50-75)— 
“Flying Leathernecks” (RKO) and 
“Fury of the Congo” (Col) (2d wk). 
Flying high at $10,000. Last week, 
sock $15,000. 

Orpheum (Fox Midwest) (1,912: 
75-$1.20)—“David and Bathsheba” 
(20th) (2d wk). Smash biz continues 
at $15,000. Last week, giant $21,000. 

Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900: 
50-69) — “Here Comes Groom” 
(Par). Big from first day with 
wow $17,000 likely and biggest 
here this season. Holds. Last 
week, “That’s My Boy” (Par) (2d 
wk), $11,000 in 9 days. 

Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gra- 
nada (Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 
700; 1.217; 50-75)—“Meet Me After 
Show” (20th). Good $17,000. Last 
week, “Apache Drums” (VU), 


seating capacity here both figured |M€wcomers “That's My Boy,” “Fly- . $15,000. 


in getting so much coin. Last 
week, “Law and Lady” (M-G) (2d 
wk-6 days), $12,000. 


Disney) (6th wk). 
is holding in great style with $22,- 
000 in prospect, Labor Day week- 
end being a big help. Fifth week 
was rousing $24,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—‘‘Rhubarb” (Par). Initial week 
ending today (Wed.) is heading for 
big $27,000. Holding. In ahead, 


“Convict Lake” (20th) (4th wk), | 000 
$7,000. 


Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) 
——“Little Egypt” (U) (2d wk). First 
round ended last ae ‘Tues.) was 
disappointing at f. $13,500. In 


| “David 
| Raves for this one and the upped 





|ing Leathernecks” and “David and | 
| Bathsheba,” 
|vanced scale, are coming thro 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 70-$1.80) ‘with flying colors. , - 
—-“Alice in Wonderland” (RKO-j|ond week for 
Present stanza Woman,” 
| cold 
biz stimulant. 


last named at ad- | 


It’s the sec- 
“His Kind of 
still solid. Unseasonably 
and rainy weather is @ real 


Estimates for This Week 
Century ‘Par) (1,600; 74-$1.20)— 
and Bathsheba” (20th). 


scale apparently is not hitting any 
resistance. Soaring to terrif $19,- 
. Last week, “Song to Remem- 
ber” (Col) (reissue), $5,000 at 50- 
76c scale. 

Gopher ‘Berger) (1,000; 50-76) 
—“Warpath” (Par) (2d wk). Okay 

(Continued on page 30) 








‘Horatio’ Hotsy $11,000, 
Port.; ‘Belvedere’ 166 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 4. 

This week's biz looks great again 
for film houses. “That’s My Boy” 
is being held for second stanza at 
Orpheum after doing scorching 
opening week there and at Orien- 
tal. “Captain Hornblower” at 
Broadway and “Belvedere Rings 


Bell” at Paramount and Oriental | 


shape as top newcomers. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1.890; 65-90) 
—"Capt. Horatio Hornblower” 
(Continued on page 30) 





Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i. e., 
without the 20% tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


‘Groom’ Stout 146, 











‘Indpls.; ‘Show’ 126 


, socko $18.000 at Roosevelt. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 4. 
Biz is fairly perky at first-runs 
here again this stanza, 
heavy draw of state fair. All spots 


two days of record heat. 
Comes Groom” 
hefty take at Indiana, while “Meet 
Me After .Show” is just as strong 


| O'Hara,” at Loew’s, is okay. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800: 





| 44-65)—"“Meet After Show” (20th) | 
Nifty | 


Block 


|and “Fugitive Lady” am. 
| $12,000. Last week, “Hap 
| Lovely” (RKO) and “Road 
| (RKO), $10,500. 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 44-65) — 


“Here Comes Groom” (Par) and) 
“Varieties on Parade” (Lip). Stout | 
$14,000 or over. Last week, “That's | 
My Boy” (Par) and “Two Gals, a! 
|Guy” (UA) (2d wk), dandy $11,- week, $44,000. 
| 500 


| 
Leew’s (Loew's) (2,427; 44-65) — | 


“People Against O'Hara” (M-G) 
and “China Corsair” (Col). Oke 
$10,000. Last week, “Ran All Way” 


(UA) and “True Story” (Col). Mild 


| Lyrie (C-D) (1,600; 44-65) — 
|““American Spy” (Mono) and “Let's 
|'Go Navy” (Mono). Fair $5,000. 
Last week, 


| $5,500. 


Wayne Record $18,000, 
Denver; ‘Woman’ Rig 1 


, Denver, . 4 
Biz is so strong here this wee 





that three pix are holding over, 
and a fo is winni a move- 
over date. “His Kind of Woman,” 


“Flying Leathernecks” and “Here 
Comes Groom” are the big boxof- 
fice winners. “Leathernecks” is 
holding for record at the Broad- 
ay. “Groom” shapes as best of 
year at the Denham. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (‘Wolfberg) ‘1,500; 40- 
80)—“F lyin 
Record $18,000 for new John 
Wayne starrer. Last week, “Show 
| Boat” (M-G) (6th wk), $7,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 40-80) 
—‘“Here Comes Groom” (Par). Big 
$15,000 or near. Last week, “War- 
path”. (Par), fair $10,500, 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 40-80) — 
“Frogmen” (20th) and “14 Hours” 
(20th), day-date with Esquire. Fine 
$17,000. Last week, “Capt. Horatio 
Hornblower” (WB) and “G.I. Jane” 
(Lip) (2d wk), $12,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 40-80) — 
“Frogmen” (20th) and “14 Hours” 
(20th), also Denver. Nice $3,000 or 
over. Last week, “Capt. Horatio 
Hornblower” (WB) and “G.I. Jane” 
(Lip) (2d wk), $2,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 40-80)— 
“His Kind of Woman” (RKO) and 
“Murder Without Crime” (Mono). 
Sock $16,000 or better. Last week, 
“Alice in Wonderland” (RKO-Dis- 
ney) (4th wk), $5,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 40-80)— 
“Comin’ Round Mountain” (U) and 
“Yes Sir, Mr. Bones” (Lip), day- 
date with Webber. Fair $8,000. 
Last week, “Disc Jockey” (Mono) 
and “Let's Go Navy” (Mono), 
$11,000. 

Vogue (Pike) (600; 60-80)—“Hap- 
press Days of Life” (Indie) (2d wk). 

ild $1,700. Last week, $2,500. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 40-80) — 
“Comin’ Round Mountain” (U), and 
“Yes Sir, Mr. Bones” (Lip), also 
Paramount. Fair $3,000. Last week, 
“Second Woman” (UA) and “Copa- 
cabana” (UA), good $4,000. 








despite | 


got a break via cool weekend pe | Leathernecks” 
“Here 
looks tops with | 


at smaller Circle. “People Against | 
| stageshow. 


“Mark of Renegade” | 
(U) and “Saddle Legion” (RKO), | 


’ 
r 


' $19,000. Last week, “Strictl 
‘ honorable” (M-G) and “14 


Leathernecks” (RKO). | 





Chi Solid; Berle-Dagmar Lift ‘Rich 
To Huge $100,000, ‘Man’ Lusty 176, 
‘Arms’ 196; ‘Woman 


Big 186, 2d 


Chicago, Sept. 4. 
Influx of out-of-towhers for La- 
bor Day weekend keeping Loop 
first-runs on a continued high- 
level. For third straight week, hold- 
overs are the mainstay, but the big 
wallop is Milton Berle and Dagmar 
onstage at the Chicago. Berle par- 
cel, in at $1.25 top, plus “Rich, 
Young and Pretty" won't crack the 
Martin-Lewis house record of a 
few weeks back, but should hang 


' up gigantic $100,000 for first week. 


Grand, with “Iron Man” and 


' “Hurricane Island” is sock $17,000. 


“Force of Arms” and “Lady and 
Bandit” looms lusty $19,000 at 
United Artists. 

Fifth week of “That's My Boy” is 
strong $32,000 at Oriental. Second 
frame “His Kind of Woman” is 
“Capt. 
Horatio Hornblower.” in fourth 
frame at State-Lake,” is shaping 
lush $14,000. Palace, with fifth 
week of “Alice In Wonderland,” 
has solid $17,000 sighted. “Flying 
at Woods is- big 
$20,000 in third week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
—"“Rich, Young, Pretty” (M-G) plus 
Milton Berle and Dagmar topping 
Huge $100,000, near 
house record. Last week, “Ran All 
Way” (UA) with Jack Carter and 
Marilyn Maxwell onstage, $45,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98)— 
“Iron Man” (U) and “Hurricane 
Island” (Col). Sock $17,000. Last 
week, “Pickup” (Col) and “Never 


Trust Gambler” (Col) (2d wk), 
$12,000. 
Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98)— 


“That's My Boy” (Par) and vaude 
(5th wk). Strong $35,000. Last 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-98)— 
“Alice In Wonderland” (RKO-Dis- 
ney) (5th wk). Leveling to fine 
$17,000. Last week, $20,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“His Kind of Woman” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Lively $18,000. Last week, 
smash $29,000, way over hopes. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98) — 
“Horatio Hornblower” (WB) (4th 


wk). Fine $14,000. Last week, 
$16,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98)—“Force of Arms” (WB) and 


“Lady and Bandit” (Col). Lusty 

Dis- 
ours” 
(20th) (2d wk), $12,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
Ba a — 1 al ‘RKO) (3d 
wk). x 5 Last week, 
$24,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘“Kind 
Lad (M-G). Fine $5,000. Last 
week, “Teresa” (M-G) (6th wk), 


Ziegfeld ( rt) (434; 98)— 
“Odette” (Indie). Opened yester- 
day (Mon.). Last week, “Four In 
Jeep” (UA), oke $4,500. 


‘Groom’ Great $18,000, 
Buff; Thorpe’ Boff 146, 
‘Tron Man’ Sturdy 12G 
Buffalo, Sept. 4. 


Biz is perking here this stanza, 
with “Here Comes Groom,” “Iron 





Man” and “Jim ” shaping 
as standouts. showing 
likely will be made by “Thorpe 


at Center Theatre. “Groom” looms 
big at Paramount while “Iron 
Man” is rated sturdy at Lafayette. 
“People Against O'Hara” is good 
at the Buffalo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew's) (3,500; 40-70)— 
—*People Against O'Hara” (M-G). 
Good $13,000. Last week, “Ran All 
Way” (UA) and “Navy Bound” (In- 
die), $10,800. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Here Comes Groom” (Par) and 
“Two Dollar Bettor’ (Indie). Big 
218.080, Last week, “Belvedere 

ings Bell” (20th) and “Sun Sets 
at Dawn” (UA), $10,500. 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70) — 
“Jim Thorpe” (WB). Stalwart $14.,- 
000. Last week, “Capt. Horatio 
Hornblower” (WB) (3d wk), 000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 

“Iron Man” (U) and “Madeleine” 
(U). Sturdy $12,000. Last week, 
“Sirocco” (Col) and “Chain of Cir- 
cumstances” (Coil), $10,000. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70) — “That's My Boy” (Par) (3d 


wk). Held at $11,500. Last week, 
$15,000. 


sock 
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THIRD DAY and the crowds keep coming. “Peop! 
. Will Talk” passes the top figures set previously by 
F “I Was A Male War Bride” and “Alt About Eve”. 


NOW IT IS 


| “PEOPLE 
=| WILL 
ALK 


THAT IS 

















FIFTH DAY and greatest crowds of all times shatter FIRST DAY crowds jam Roxy for Zanuck—Mankiewicz’s “People Will Talk” starring Cary 
every record in the history of the Roxy Theatre. Grant and Jeanne Crain, which had one of top grossing opening days in the past three years. 


-: | THE CROWDS ARE BACK THANKS TO 20th CENTURY-FOX! 
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L.A. Spurts; ‘David’ Tervif $54,000, 
‘Woman’ Wham 426, ‘Thorpe’ Big 
43G, Talk’ OK 376; ‘Boy’ 156, 4th 


a 





Los Angeles, Sept. 4. 


Local first-runs are heading for 
a smash week, paced by mighty 
$54,000 in prospect for “David and 
Bathsheba” in two theatres, pic 
doing record wee Fine holi- 
day weekend weather cued hold- 
outs at most houses with seven 
new and three holdover bilis. Ex- 
pected that final totals will be 20% 
over corresponding week last year. 

Second place is being captured 
by “Jim Thorpe,” with big $43,000 
in three houses. “His Kind of 
Woman” is terrific $42,000 or close 
at Orpheum, El Rey and Hawaii. 
“Peop’e Will Talk” is rated okay 
$37,000 in five locations. 

“That's My Boy” still is strong 
with $15,000 in fourth week, two 
spots. “Place in Sun” continues 
solid in third Fine Arts round. 
“Five” was sock $8,000 in first 
week at Four Star. 

Estimates for This Week 

Los Angeles, Vogue, Uptewn, 
Loyola, Wilshire ‘FWC) (2,097; 
885: 1.719: 1.248; 2,296; 70-$1.10)— 
“People Will Talk” (20th). Okay 
$37,000 or over. 


Angeles, Uptown, Loyola, Wilshire 
and 9 days Chinese, 2,048), smart 
$42.400. 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2.756 1,757; 2.344; 70-$1.10) 
—‘Jim Thorpe” (WB). Big $43,000 
or close. Last week, “Hornblow- 
er” (WB) (3d wk), $20,400. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian ‘UA) 
(2,404; 1,538; 70-$1.10) — “Rich, 
Young, Pretty” (M-G) and “Mon- 
tana Desperado” ‘Mono) (State 
only). Mild $26,000. Last “week, 
“Strictly Dishonorable” (M-G) and 
“Tall Target” (M-G), $22,200. 

Hillstreet, Pantaces (RKO) (2,- 
890, 2,812; 70-$1)\—“Happy Go 
Lovely” (RKO) and “Hard, Fast, 
Beautiful” (RKO). 
Last week, “Alice Wonderland” 


(RKO-Disney) (2d wk-1ll days), 
$36,700. 
Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 


mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,430; 60)— 
“That's My Boy” (Par) (4th wk). 
Fine $15,000. Last week, fine 
$16,500. 

United Artists, Ritz, Iris (UA- 
FWC) (2,100; 1,370; 814; 70-$1.10) 
—‘Francis to Races” (‘(U) and 
“Native Son” (Indie) (United Ar- 
tists only). Fast $19,500. Last 
week, at UA, Ritz, Vogue (885), 
Studio City (880), Culwer (1,145), 
“Iron Man” (U) and “Man With 
My Face” (UA) (2d wk-4 days) 
okay $13,700. : 

Four Star ‘UA) (900; 90)— 
“Five” (Col). Started second week 
today (4) after sock $8,000 last 
week. 

Fine Arts ‘(FWC) (677; 80-$1.50) 

(Continued on page 30) 


Crosby Crisp $16,000, 
Cincy; ‘Woman’ 
136, ‘Show’ Boff 146 


Cincinnati, Sept. 4. 

Holiday spread of super fare is 
ringing up dividends at major 
houses this stanza. “Here Comes 
Groom,” is a Capitol harvest. 
“Capt. -Horatio Hornblower,” 
looms nice at Albee, while “Meet 
Me After Show,” is lush for 
Keith’s. “His Kind of Woman” is 
smash at the Palace. “People 





Against O'Hara” looks sturdy at! $6,500 


the Grand. 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
“Capt. Horatio Hornblower” (WB). 
Fine $15,000. Last week, “Cyrano” 
(UA), $13,000 on pop scale run. 

Capitel (Mid-States) (2,000: 55- 
75)\—"Here Comes Groom” (Par). 
Bingo $16,000, and best here for 
some time. Holds. Last week, 
“Belvedere Rings Bell” (20th) (2d 
wk), all right $7,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1.400; 55-75)— 
“People Against O'Hara” ‘(M-G). 
Sturdy $9,000. Last week, “Lady 
Bandit” (Col) and “Roadblock” 
(RKO), $7,500. 

« Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542: 55- 
75\—"“Meet After Show” (20th). 
Boff $14,0Gu, theatre’s greatest fig- 
ure in months. Stays on. Last 
week, “The Strip” (M-G), $10,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,500; 55-75)— 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) and “West 
Point Story” (WB) (reissues) split 
with “Kim” (M-G) and “Captain 
From Castille” (20th) (reissues). 
Fairish $4,500. Last week. “Alice 
in Wonderland” (RKO-Disney) 
‘m.o.), fine $5,000. 

Palace ‘RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— 
“His Kind of Woman” (RKO). 
Socko $13.000. Last week. “Hap- 
py Go Lovely” (RKO), $10,500, 


ee 


Broadway Creeses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week $714,700 
(Based on 18 theatres.) 
Last Year ;:..... $762,606 


(Based on 18 cheatres.) 


David Gigantic 
$50,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, Sept. 4. 
> “David and Bathsheba,” with 
tilted” scale, is likely to set new 
house record at Fox this session 








Last week, “Meet 
After Show” (20th) (8 days, Los 


Solid $34,000. | 000 


with mighty $50,000 in prospect. 
Biz is up generally because of 
rainy weekend. Aldine returned 
| to first-run field with initial film, 
|“Rich, Young, Pretty,” solid. 
Rave reviews kicked off “Place 
\in Sun” at Boyd and it shapes 
|sock. “Fugitive Lady” is being 
| helped by stageshow with extra 
late stage performance to get 
around Philly blue. laws at the 
Earle. Strong preem bally for 
“Flying Leathernecks” is enabling 
it to get a big total despite ob- 
viously strong competition from 
other big new pix. “Happy Go 
Lovely” is neat at Midtown. 





Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; - 50-99)— 
|\“Rich, Young, Pretty” (M-G). 


| Solid $13,000. Last week, house 
| was dark. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)— 
“Place in Sun” (Par). Boff $31,- 
. Last week, “Alice in Wonder- 
land” (RKO-Disney), $5,000. 





Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)— 
“Fugitive Lady” (Rep) plus ll- | 
linois Jacquet, Piano Red, Sa-| 
vannah Churchill onstage. Strong 
$22,500. Last week, “Got Me 
Covered” (Par) and “ in Arms” | 
(RKO) (reissues), $10,000. ! 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“David 
and Bathsheba” (20th). Terrific 
$50,000. Last week, “Meet After 
Show” (20th) (2d wk), okay $15,000 
in 8 days. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200: 50- 
99)—“His Kind of Woman” (RKO) 
(2d wk). Big $12,000. Last week, 
wow $21,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Capt. Horatio Hornblower” ‘WB) 
(3d wk). Off to $11,000. Last 
week, nice $16,500. 

Midtown (Goldman) (i,000; 50- 
99}——‘Happy Go Lovely” (RKO). 
Neat $10,000. Last week, “Night 
Into Morning” (M-G), $7,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 30- 
med pe | Leathernecks” (RKO). 
Big $18,000. Last week, “Show 
Boat” (M-G) (8th wk), $7,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,900; 50-99) — 
“Jim Thorpe” (WB) (2d wk). Down 
to $11,000. Last week, sock 
$21,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,473: 50-99) — 
“Passage West” (Par). 
000. Last week, “Pickup” (Col), 
$10,500. . 

Trans-Lux ‘T-L) (500; 50-99) — 
“Four in Jeep” ‘UA). Nice $4,000. 
Last week, “Kind Lady” (M-G) 


Study $11,- | 





(3d_ wk), $3,000. 
World (G&S) (500; 50-99) — 
“Oliver Twist” (UA) (3d wk). Big | 


WAYNE SOLID $16,000 
IN PROV. ‘SHOW’ 96 


Providence, Sept. 4. 

With wet weather over early 
part.of usually big away-from-city 
weekend, most theatre’ spots 
reaped an unusually big harvest. 
Standouts are Metropolitan with 
“That’s My Boy” and RKO Albee, 
with “Flying Leathernecks” latter 
being especially strong. “Meet 
After Show” is only so-so at 
Majestic. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Flying Leathernecks” (RKO) and 
“Road Block” (RKO). Solid $16,- 
000 for John Wayne starrer. Last 
week, “Up In Arms” (RKO) and 
“They Got Me Covered” (RKO) 
(reissues), good $10,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Meet After Show” (20th) and 
“Yukon Manhunt” (Mono). Only 
so-so $9.000. Last week, “Capt. 
Horatio Hornblower” 
wk), $9,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)\—“‘That’s My Boy” ‘Par). Hefty 
$16,000. Last week, house was 
shuttered. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65) — 
“Rich, Young, Pretty” (M-G) and 
“Big Gusher” (Col). Fairly good 
$15,000. Last week, “Mask of 
Avenger” (Col) and “Chain Cir- 
cumstances” (Col), so-so $10,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44- 
65'\—"‘Here Comes Groom” (Par). 
Opened Monday (3). Last week, 
“Big Carnival” (Par), NG $6,000. 


My Boy’ Mighty 
$20,000, L'ville 


Louisville, Sept. 4. 
Pace at first-runs is lively this 
week, with a new house, the Ken- 
tucky, opening with “Mr. Belve- 
dere Rings Bell.” “That’s My ~ 
at Rialto is the smash hit curren 





i“Rich, Young, Pretty” at Loew's 


State is doing nicely, as is “Frog- 
men” at Strand and ‘holdover of 
“Captain Horatio Hornblower” at 


|Mary Anderson. Mammoth Hada- 


col show at Parkway Field, Mon- 
day (3), headed by Bob Hope, had 
—_ from miles around coming 
n for event. 
Estimates for This Weck 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
45-65)—"“Capt. Horatio Hornblow- 


er” (WB) (2d wk). Holding up to 
good $7,000. week, sock 
$10,000. 

Kentucky ‘(Switow) (1,100; 45- 


65)—“Belvedere Rings Bell” (20th). 
Town's newest theatre entry, after 
complete facelifting. into 
first-run house. Pace rather slow 
on initial week at fair $4,000. Last 
week, shuttered. 

Rialte (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65)——That’s My Boy” (Par) and 
“Roaring City” (Lip). Biggest 
week’s biz house has had in long 
time. Terrific $20,000 for 8 days. 
Last week, “Forbidden 
(RKO) and “Let’s Go Navy” 
(Mono), $12,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Rich, Young, Pretty” ‘M-G) and 
“No Questions Asked” (M-G). Nice 
$11,000. Last week, .“Sirocco” 
(Col) and “When Redskins Rode” 
(Col), $10,000, 

Strand (FA) (1,200: 45-65)— 
“Frogmen” (20th) and “Rodeo 
King, Senorita” (Rep). Excellent 
$6,000. Last week, “Best of Bad- 
men” (RKO) and “Road Block” 
(RKO 500. 





ones Ups Fabian’ 


Detroit, Sept. 4. 
Cold weather over ihe Labor | 
Day weekend, which is keeping | 
many people —- from northern 
resorts, is boosting trade here. 
Spike Jones’ Musical Depreciation 
gang is sending “Adventures Capt. 
Fabian” to a fancy figure at the 
Fox. “That's My Boy” looks socko 
at the Michigan. “Iron Man” shapes 
strong at the Palms. “Capt. Hora- 
tio Hornblower” looms nice on | 
moveover to Madison. Torrid heat 
just ahead of cooler weather last 
week caused a big drop in biz. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox ‘Fox-Detroit) (5,000; $1.25- 
$1.50)—“Adventures of Capt. Fa- 
bian” (Rep) plus Spike Jones on- 
stage. Fancy $37, Last week, 








,“M” (Col) and “Two ef Kind” (Col). 
$24,000 in 6 days. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000: 


to £37 000 Det: 


Boy Socko 326, ‘Man’ Strong 176 


| “Katie Did It” (Col). Great $32,000. 


Last week, “Alice in Wonderland” 
(RKO-Disney) (2d wk), $15,000. 
Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)—“Iron 
Man” (U) and “Saddle Legion” 
(Lip). Strong $17,000. Last week, 
“Capt. Horatio Hornblower” (WB) 
(2d wk), $17,000, wilting in last 
couple of days because of heat 


wave, . 
Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95)— 

“Hornblower” (WB) (im.0.). Nice 

$10,000. Last week, “Wagon 


Wheels” (Indie) and “Desert Gold” 
(Indie) (reissues), $6,000. 

United Artists (UA) ‘1,900; 70-95) 
—"Strip” ‘M-G) and “This Is 
aoe 9” Bag” Slow $8,000. Last 
week, “Rich, Young, Pretty” (M-G) 
(2d wk), $11,200.” , 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Happy Go Lovely” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Slipping to $6,000. Last week, neat 


' 70-95)—"That's My Boy” (Par) and $9,000 


(WB) (2d | 


‘Leathernecks’ Great 236, Hub; ‘Boy’ 
256, 2d; Thorpe $18,000, ‘Ri 
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Key City Gresées 


Estimated Total Gross 
This week... . . $2,962,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 201 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 





ing N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year . .$2.7890,500 


(Based on 22 cities, and 176 
theatres.) 


‘Groom’ Lofty 








-|‘Show’ Loud 146, Toronto; 


| $10,000. Last week, “Best of Bad- 


Exodus of natives for three-day 
holiday weekend to nearby resorts | 


tivity at the big cinemas here this | 
week. Cool, cloudy weather over 
weekend boosted biz. Of new fare, 
“Rich, Young, Pretty” is grabbing 
sock coin at Loew's. “Jim Thorpe” 
is not far behind with big trade 
at the Fox. “Here Comes Groom” 
also is smash at the Missouri. 
“That's My Boy” continues fine at 
Ambassador, fourth downtown 
week for pic. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60- 
75)\—“That’s My Boy” (Par) and} 
“Dear Brat” (Par) ‘m.o.’s). Fine 
$12,000 for fourth week downtown. 


Last week, “Capt. Hornblower” 
(WB) and “Belvedere” (20th), 
$11,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75) — 


“Jim Thorpe” (WB) and “Stage to 
Tucson” (Col). Big $18,000 or 
ever. Last week, “Meet After 
Show” (20th) and “Let's Go Navy” 
(Mono), $17,500. 

Loew's ‘Loew) (3,172; 50-75) —)| 
“Rich, Young, Pretty” ‘(M-G).! 
Socko $20,000 or near. Last week, ' 
“Law and Lady” (M-G) and 
“Painted Hills” (M-G), $13,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 6045) —| 
“Here Comes Groom” (Par) and) 
“According Mrs. Hoyle” (Mono). | 
Smash $17,000. Last week, “That's 
My Boy” (Par) and “Dear Brat” | 
(3d wk), $13,000. ! 

Pageant ‘St. L. Amus. Co.) 
(1,000; 50-90)—“‘Oliver Twist” (UA) 
(3d wk). Holding at $1,500 after 
$2,000 second session. 

Shady Oak (St. L..Amus. Co.) 
(800; 50-90\—“Oliver Twist” (UA) 
(3d wk). Still oke at $1,800 follow- 
ing $2,500 second stanza. 

Shubert (Indie) (1,700; 66) — 
“Jesse James” (20th) and “Return 
Frank James” (20th) (reissues). 
Okay $3,500. Last week, shuttered. 





| 





| “nn a ” ke) 
is not slowing down turnstile ac- | ot on eaned after be $2,600 


Boston, pt. 4. 

“That’s My Boy,” in ‘second 
stanza at the Met, and “Flying 
Leathernecks,” at the Memorial, 
are grabbing the bulk of trade this 
session. Trade is hypoed by 
AMVETS convention, reopening 
of downtown stores on Saturday 
and being a rainy spell. “Jim 
Thorpe,” at Paramount and Fen- 
way shapes oke and “Rich, Young, 
Pretty” at. State and Orpheum is 
average. “Little Egypt” at® Boston 
looks only fair. “Thunder on Hill” 
is -winding four-week run at the 
Astor still in the chips. 


Estima 
Astor (B&Q) 
“Thunder on Hill” (U) (4th wk). 
Trim $7,000 or near. Last week, 


$9,700. 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85)— 





$17 On St Loo cuss Egypt” (U) and “King of 
? 9. Sone | Wild Horses” (Col) (reissue). Slug- 


| gish $8,000. Last week, “Iron Man” 


St. Louis, Sept. 4. ‘U) and “Gypsy Fury” (Mono), neat 


$13,000. 


Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 55-80)— 


Hold- 


for eighth. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“Jim Thorpe, All-American” (WB) 
and “‘Heart of Rockies” (Rep). Fair 
$4,500. Last week, “Warpath” (Par) 
and “Varieties on Parade” (Lip), 
$2,200. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Flying Leathernecks” ‘RKO) and 
“Big Gusher” (Col). Heading for 
smash $23,000. Last week, “Alice 
In Wonderland’"™RKO-Disney) (4th 
wk), $12,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40-85) 
—“That’s My Boy” (Par) and 
“When I Grow Up” (UA) (2d wk). 
Sturdy $25,000, Last week, smash 
$33,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Rich, Yo Pretty” ‘M-G) and 
“Painted Is” (M-G). Good 
$16,500 shapes up. Last week, 
“Mask of Avenger” (Col) and “The 
Strip” (M-G), $13,000. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 


|—“Jim Thorpe” (WB) and “Heart 


of Rockies” (Rep). Oke $13,500. 
Last week, “Warpath” (Par) and 


“Varieties on Parade” ‘Lip), 
$10,000, 
State (Loew) (3;500 40-85) — 


“Rich, Young, Pretty” ‘M-G) and 
“Painted Hills” (M-G). Good $9,500. 


Last week, “Mask of Avenger” 
(Col) and “The Strip” ‘(M-G), 
$9,000. 





‘David’ Sockeroo $46,000 
In Frisco; ‘Groom’ 246, 
‘Victory’ Bright $11,000 


Franciscc, Sept. 4. 

City is loaded with tourists, plus 
advance Japan Peace Conference 
guard. This plus the usual holiday 
upbeat is boosting biz here this 
Fox is a smash 

pace to wind up first week of 
“David and Ba ba” at sock to- 
tal. Orpheum big bally and 





‘Boy’ Wham $22,000, 2d 


Toronto, Sept. 4. | 

On product appeal and Labor 
Day extra showings biz has boomed 
back at first-runs here. Some top 
holdovers grossing even better on 
second stanzas than opening week, 
notably “That's My Boy,” “Here 
Comes Groom” and “Show Boat.” 
Big newcomers are “Belvedere 
Rings Bell” apd “Meet Me After 


Show.” 
ates for This Week 
Cc Downtown, Glendale, May- 
fair, Scarboro, State (Taylor) (863; 
1,059; 955; 470; 698; 694; 35-60)— 
“No Questions Asked” (M-G) and 
“Home Town Story” ‘(M-G). Light 


men” (RKO) and “Big Gusher” 
(Col), $14,000. 
Englinton, Shea’s (FP) (1,080; 


2,386; 40-80) — “That's My Boy” 
(Par) (24 wk). Building to big 
$22,000 and topping last week's 
$20,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 50-80) — 


“Here Comes Groom” (Par) (2d 
wk). Swell $18,000. Last week, 
$15,000. 


Loew's (Loew) (2,743; 40-70) — 
“Show Boat” (M-G) (2d wk). Big 
$17,500. Last week, $15,500. 

Nortown, University (FP) (959: 
1,558; 40-80) — “Belvedere Rings 
Bell” (20th). Fine $16,000. 
week, “Happy Go Lovely” (RKO) 
(2d wk), $9,000. 

Odeon ‘Rank) (2,390; 50-90) — 
“Meet After Show” (20th). Lusty 
$14,000. Last weck, “Cyrano” (UA) 
(2d wk), $11,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743: 40-80) — 
“Tall Parget” (M-G) and Ink Spots | 
heading stageshow. Good $12,500. 











Last we¢k, “Strictly Dishonorable” | 
(M-G) (2d wk), $5,500, i 


is doing husky biz with “Pickup.” 
However, one of outstanding show- 
ngs is being made by “Here Comes 
Groom” th terrific session at 
Paramount. “Oliver Twist” is 
rated hefty at the Larkin, “Bright 
Victory” shapes big at United 
Artists. 


Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850; 60- 
85)—“Alice in Wonderland” (RKO- 
Disney) (3d wk). Good $11,500 in 
5) days. Last week, $18,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1. 1.80)— 
“David and Ba oA ). Ter- 
rific 000. Last week, “Beive- 
dere gs Bell” (20th) and “Cav- 
alry Scout” (Mono), $17,500. 

Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 60-85) 
—*Rich, Young, Pretty” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Nice $14,000. Last week, 
$20,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Here Comes Groom” (Par). Sock 
$24,000. Last week, “That’s My 
Boy” (Par) (3d wk), $14,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Place in Sun” (Par) (3d wk). 
Smash $10,000. Last week, $14,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 
85)—“Pickup” (Col) and “Chain 
Circumstances” (Col). Husky $16,- 
000. Last week, “Sirocco” (Col) 
Ty ss Rode” (Col) (2d wk), 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1. 


Last | 207; 55-85)—"Bright Victory” (U). 


Big $11,000. Last week, “First 
Legion” (UA) and “Three Steps 
North” (UA), $8,000. 

Stagedoor ‘(A-R) (370; $1.80-$2.40) 
—“Tales of offmann” (Indie) 
‘(lith wk). Fine $5,000. Last week, 


$6,000. 

Larkin (Rosener) (406; 65-85)— 
“Oliver Twist” (UA). Hefty §$3.- 
500. Last week, “Lady Paname” 
(Indie), $2,600. 
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SHOWMANSHIP CONTEST 


On the 20th Century-Fox Showmanship Sensation 


| “THE EARTH 
stoop STILL 
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326 PRIZES TOTALING). 
WHO COME UP WITH { 










CET FS 6 FREE SHOWMANSHIP KIT! 
Ce Yours for the asking! : 














Wis, Chockful of ideas and ma- fe 

lw terial to help you plan a | 
f hard-hitting Selling Cam- . 
paign on “THE DAY THE = 
EARTH STOOD STILL”. Re 
Each kit contains: a 


NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING PROOFS... PUBLICITY q 
STORIES... STILLS... REPRODUCTION ART... 


— 
TRON GRE RAGAN 

OS NAGRIANG NS @ 
AN 9S SATA Ae Sa 


oN 






















| 
SCENE MATS...SAMPLES OF NOVELTY 
ACCESSORIES ... TABLOID FOUR-PAGE 
SHOCK HERALD and « specially compiled 
SHOWMAN’S MANUAL that gives detailed information 
about A CO-OP AD CAMPAIGN tor any theatre... h 
TEASER TRAILERS ... RADIO CAMPAIGN... 
FREE SPOT ANNOUNCEMENT RECORDS... , 
GRATIS TWENTY-FOUR SHEET POSTERS ond 
how to sell and exploit “THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL” on the screen, in the lobby, out front, 3 es aA 
on the billboards, in newspaper advertising and : Biss Ned-up be a 1 | 
publicity. . . tv.—radio—direct mail! | oo j : A 

N 


EXPLOITATION DEPARTMENT 
20th Century-Fox Film Corp. 
444 West 56th St., New York City 










Wednesday, — 8, 195% 








First Prize 


1000 


U.S. SAVINGS BOND 
Second Prize 


"750 


U.S. SAVINGS BOND 


Third Prize 
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U.S. SAVINGS BOND 


Fourth Prize 


°*350 


U.S. SAVINGS BOND 


Fifth Prize 


°*250 


U.S. SAVINGS BOND 


Sixth Prize 


U.S. SAVINGS BOND 


Next § Prizes. 


U.S. SAVINGS BOND 


Next 15 Prizes 


S75 


U.S. SAVINGS BOND 


Next 100 Prizes 




















U.S. SAVINGS BOND 


Next 195 Prizes — 


U.S. SAVINGS BOND 





6i5,000 FOR $SHOWMEN 
)CKO CAMPAIGNS ON 












IS TERRIFIC! WILL LIVE uP 
TO EVERY EFFORT YOU MAKE 
TO PUT IT OVER BEG FF 


Study the title! Magnetic! Arouses cu- 
riosity! The theme is in the domain of 
science-fiction. Off the beaten path! 
Space ships, thinking robots, disinte- 
grating rays, life machines, all those 
weird and strange things that appeal 
to the untold millions who enjoy the 
unusual in screen entertainment. 
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RULES FOR $15,000 CONTEST ON 


ENTRY DATE: Ait entries must be postmarked on or before midnight of January 15, 1952. 


THE JUDGING: Judging will be based upon the best and most productive advertising, ex- 


ploitation and publicity campaigns for “The Day the Earth Stood Still.” 
In judging winners, consideration will be given to the nature of the run, the class of house, 


its location and business produced, in order to permit equal competition between small town 
theatres, neighborhood houses and downtown de luxe theatres. 


HOW TO ENTER: 1. submit a written summary of the advertising, exploifation and publicity 
campaign you stage for your engagement of “THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL,” docu- 


mented with newspaper tear sheets, photos and other specimens. 
This summary may be in any form you elect, whether letter, memo, scrapbook, folder, 


etc., and may be of any length or dimension. However, judging will be done solely on the basis 
of the factors outlined in these Rules. Elaborateness of campaign books or of presentations will 
have no bearing whatever on the decision of the judges. 
2. This summary must in all instances include the 
following specific information, in dddition to an 
TTEE outline of the campaign activities themselves: 

GING com (a) Size of theatre (seats) 
tives sell (b) Population 

of the following: community - 

{c} Run given “THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL“ ~y 
(d) Percentage of normal business 
(e) Receipts for engagement (optional) 








and type of 














3. Send your summary by first class mail to 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL COMMITTEE 


Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corp. 
444 West 5éth Street, New York 19, N.Y, 


These judges—will- select the best entries. Their d 
Bnd ae tiolaMe Ali imeol- Me dlile) Melsle Mi dal-MEalalal-ta-n ali mol Male libil-te, 
ctor Menoget® Herald” by telephone or telegraph. Entrant » that all 
jon Picture Het DY p e egrap anys agre ate a 
summaries submitted in the contest are the property 
of Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corporation and that 


Dire 
Table” “Mo tion 


the same and/or material or ideas therein con- 
tained may be freely copied or otherwise used by 
or through said corporation 


In case of a tie, duplicate prizes will be awarded 


This contest is. subject to federal, state and-tocal 


regulations 
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British TV Found Making Strides | 
Despite Brushoff Given by BBC z= 5 sos as 





By HARRY REGENSBERG + 


London, Sept. 4. 
Television, the unpopular Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corp.’s stepchild, 
is in a thriving condition despite 
being spoon-fed. The 1951 Radio 
show, held at Earls Court from 
Aug. 29 to Sept. 8, reveals some 





very important strides. 


Some of the improvements seen 
at the Exhibition are (1) Larger 
Screens. Instead of the former 12- 
inch tubes, sets are now fitted with 
15 to 16-inch tubes, (2) anti-flare 
gadgets, 
scanning Hnes (Spot Wabble). 

For the first time, Projection TV 
(throwing a screen on the wall) 
has finally been perfected for the 
home, Size of screen is four feet 
by three feet, making it a very use- 


(3) the final elimination | satire predominant. 





ful home model. For public use, 
there is a model throwing a 20-foot 
wide screen, using a two and half 
inch tube energized by 25,000 volts. 
The largest direct-vision tube gives | 
a picture 19 by 1644 inches. 

Peculiarity of the TV situation is | 


that to date there are around 1,500.- | 
000 sets in use, with licenses issued 
by the BBC numbering only about 
1,000,000. Users of the extra 500.- 
000 sets cannet be accounted for | 
despite constant investigation. 
Thus the BBC is annually being 
gypped of around $3,000,000. 

The 1,500,000 TV sets are esti- 
mated to have a viewing public of 
around 8,000,000. With the advent 
of Holmemoss, Yorkshire, station, 


Oct. 12, it is expected that the 
viewers will number well over 
10,000,000. 


The most popular TV features 
are newsreels, light entertainment 
(variety), outside broadcasts, legit 
plays (‘including musicals), films 
(both English and American), bal- 
let, documentaries, orchestral mu- 
sic, quiz programs, opera, cultural | 
and foreign films. 

The most popular light entertain- | 
ment shows are “Music Hall” and 
“Top Hat,” both produced by Rich- 
ard Afton, and “Kaleidoscope,” 
produced by TV boss Ronny Wald- 
man.: Of the kids’ programs, the 
most outstanding are “Muffin the 
Mule,” by Annette Mills, sister of 
film star John Mills; and “Andy 
Pandy.” Both are puppet shows. 
U.S. Names Started on Brit. TV 

The most important individual 
turns if the lighter field are Nor- 
man Evans, Terry-Thomas, Arthur 
Askey, Victor Silvester and band, 
Desmond Walker, Richard Dimble- 
by, Bernard Miles, Norman Wis- 
dom and Al Burnett, the last- 
named the most controversial. Of 
the women contingent, Gracie 
Fields easily tops, although she 
does not often televise; Petula 
Clark, Barbara Mullen, Vera Lynn, 
Betty Dniver, Jennifer Scott and 
Tessie O'Shea. 

These, of course, do not include 
American radio, vaude, legit and 
TV names, who are always wel- 
comed whenever they come over. 
Surprising fact is that quite a num- 
ber of American names made their 
TV debut in London before getting 
their chances in the U. S. These, 
among others, include Dolores 
Gray, Leo Fuld, Vic Hyde, Harold 
Keel, Bill Johnson and Norman 
Lawrence. P 

Saddest part of it all is that with 
all the advancements there is not 
even a glimpse or hint of col- 
ored TV. 


Cinema Admission Tax 
Hike No Scot Biz Drag 


Glasgow, Aug. 28. 
_Tax increases on cinema admis- 
sion prices have barely hit attend- 
ance at circuit, indie and nabe 
houses here. Only a few grum- 
blings have been heard from 
patrons. 

A few indie houses in Edin- 
burgh and South-East Scotland 
report larger attendance than for- 
merly as result of lowering certain 
prices. Exhibs in Scotland watch 








closely any fall in receipts. Cine-| Cine 


ma-going, they say, is as much a 
habit as smoking cigarets; once 
lost, it may never be recovered. 


India Director Turns Producer 
Bombay, Aug. 28. 

Nitin Bose, director and camera- 
man who was formerly with New 
Theatres of Calcutta, has set up 
his own independent production 
unit here. 

He will produce his pictures on 
the Central Studio lot. 








Anouilh’s “Ardele’ So-So 
As Sole London Entry 


London, Sept. 4. 
Only West End production last 
week was Jean Anouilh’s “Ardele,” 


| translated by Lucienne Hill, pre- 


sented by Linnit & Dunfee at the 


Vaudeville Aug. 10. Play is an un- 


comfortable mixture of farce and 
tragedy, with unwholesome sex 
Isabel Jeans 
and Renald Squire costar as the 
unfaithful couple enmeshed in 
wholesale family immorality. Play 
has all-round excellent of acting 
and direction. 


Play was warmly received but is 
unpalatable fare for general audi- 
ences. 
on the author's reputation and to 
lovers of the ultra-sophisticated 
type of entertainment. 





CBS, RCA TV Systems 


Begin ‘Tour’ of Europe 
After Berlin Displays 


By BILL CONLAN 
Berlin, Aug. 29. 
The joint CBS-RCA TV demon- 
strations, which ran for two weeks 
here, came to an end on Sunday 
(26). John Martin and Herbert 


Foster took the CBS color show to 
Zurich where they will put on a 
one-day hospital demonstration for 
Remington Rand. CBS will do a 
show in. Paris in September. 


A small part of the RCA dem-. 


onstration ts now in Copenhagen 
where a show for E. R. Squibb is 
under way during the Second In- 
ternational Polio Conference. The 
majority of the RCA equipment is 


remaining here in Berlin, however, 


as the American officials here are 


anxious to keep RCA going during | 


the Cultural fest which runs from 


| Sept. 5 to 30. The logic goes that 


if the Government is to spend up- 
wards of $150,000 for the Ameri- 
can participation in the fest which 
9,000 Beriiners are expected to see 
without television, an additional 
investment of $35,000 would pay 
off with an estimated 1,000,000 
video audience. 

The idea to retain the RCA-TV 
show for the Cultural fest came 
from Major General Lemuel 
Mathewson on Sunday (26), when 
dropped in at the home of State 
Department Director Howard P. 
Jones where RCA promotion chief, 
Dick Hooper, was staying. The 
General asked Hooper what could 
be done to retain the video demon- 
stration and Hooper said that as 
far as he was concerned there was 
only one’ man who could grant 
immediate approval. Mathewson 
put in a call to New York and-got 
General Sarnoff out of bed early 
Sunday morning (Berlin is five 
hours ahead of New York). Sarn- 
off agreed with Mathewson's pro- 
posal. « : 

On Monday (27), a meeting was 
held at which reps from the Army, 
HICOG, ECA and RCA were pres- 
ent. It was agreed to start the 
ball rolling to get approval from 
the British, French, ANTA, AFRA, 
Equity and all others concerned 
with the televising of the Cultural 
fest. If all goes wei] the Berlin- 
ers will see such performances as 
“Oklahoma” with Celeste Holm, 
“Medea”. with Judith Anderson, 
the Old Vie Co., The Julliard 
String Quartet, The Hall Johnson 
Choir, Agna Enters and many 
other top notch attractions on RCA 
television. ‘ 


Mex Indie Exhib Upbeat 


Mexico City, Aug. 28. 
Spread of independent exhibition 
of Mexican pix in this country has 
been started by the Impulsora del 
Independiente recently form- 
ed by Gen. Aberlado L. Rodriguez, 





who heads the Credito Cinemato-| ho 


grafico Mexicano, a fiim financing 
society, and a syndicate of Mexican 
indie exhibitors. This is accomp- 
lished by buying, building or leas- 
ing cinemas. 

Impulsora has bought the Cine 
Alhambara, 12-year-old cinema in 
Tampico and is constructing a 
1,000-seat house there. It likely will 
build a 1,200-seat house in Puebla 
City, capital of Puebla. 


It likely will appeal mainly | 


30 British Pix to Germany 


London, ov 1. 
arrangement with Board 


Quota for 12 months starting 
Sept. 1. 

Licenses issued under this quota 
will enable money earned by these 
|pictures to be transferred to Eng- 
jland through the Anglo-German 
| Exchange Control. Films submitted 
| tor approval must be British Quota 

productions, the German rights of 
|which are beneficially owned by a 
|British company or British na- 
| tional. 








| 
| 


Indie Production 


Carb Seen in Arg 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 28. 

So many independent film pro- 
| duction units have sprung up re- 
|eently that it is reported that the 
Entertainment Board plans re- 
stricting production so as to elimi- 
nate fly-by-night concerns, and to 
insure quality production instead 
of quantity. As a result, some in- 
dependents are holding up pro- 
duction plans. At present, there 
are about 40 or 45 films either in 
production, about to go to the 
laboratories or ready to start 
shooting, apart from several which 
had been planned for this year’s 
lineup but which have not got un- 
| der way. Many of these had been 
planned to cover the dearth of 
product caused by foreign film 
{imports being suspended. 


Major Argentine producers are 
not at all interested in making 
low-cost pictures. One writer, who 
submitted an original story idea, 
involving a production cost of 
$40,000; but the studio asked him 
}to build it up so as to call for a 
|}more costly production budget. 
This peculiar attitude may have 
some connection with the loans 
which the Industrial Bank allows 
| producers of up to 70° of cost. 

The major fault in the Argen- 
tine production setup appears to 
be the lack of organization and the 
necessity of making costly retakes. 

Emelco Studios and _  Trans- 
America Films are preparing a 
special preview of the first Ar- 
gentine color picture, “El Gaucho 
y El Diablo,” adapted from a 
Robert Louis Stevenson story. 
Final sequences have now come 
back from Hollywood. 

Multi-Language Films Planned 





Pp 
negotiations with J. Stanley Kra- 
mer for production in Argentina 
of multiple-language pix. French 
film star Gerard Philippe would 
form part of this combination. 

(Continued on page 20) 


BRITISH CIRCUITS SWEEP 
SHOWMANSHIP CONTEST 


London, Aug. 28. 

The circuits cleaned up in the 
industry’s national showmanship 
competition, winning seven out of 
the nine awards, including the-first 
prize of a two-week trip to Holly- 
wood. This was won by F. J. Smid- 
more, manager of the Gaumont, 
Morecombe, who may choose an 
alternative cash prize of $2,100. His 
assistant received $210 and each 
member of the staff who worked 
with him during the competition 
will receive an extra week's pay. 

Managers of the Odeon, Briston 
and the Odeon Port Talbot, S. C. 
Beacham and M. Lewis, 
second and third places with prizes 
of $1,400 and $700. Beacham's as- 
sistant will receive $140 and his 
staff an extra week's pay while 
Lewis’ deputy will be awarded $70 
and the theatre staff half a week's 
salary. 

Fourth prize went to Associated 
British Cinema’s manager, F. A. 
Halli, of the Savoy, Wolverhampton. 
He gets $560, his manager $56, and 
the staff an extra half week's sal- 
ary. Fifth has the same value, 

g to Laidlaw of the Grand 
eatre, Pelaw-on-Tyne, an indie 


use. 
In addition to the nine major cash 
awards, 130 area prizes of $70 each 
were awarded to the best entries 
in the 27 competition areas. Alli 
prize winners will receive certifi- 
cates of merit. 











Other Foreign News 
| On Pages 17 and 20 

















New B.0: Record Due in Bard’s 
1951 Stratford-On-Avon Season 


15 . 





Wolfgang Wolf Resigns 
As MPEA Austrian Boss 


Vienna, Sept. 4. 

Wolfgang Wolf, Austrian boss 
|for Motion Picture Export Assn. 
'since opening of its Austrian op- 
eration in 1946, resigned this week 
and has been succeeded by Louis 
Kanturek, European manager of 
MPEA. Latter recently shifted 
here from long-time headquarters 
in Prague. Tightening Czech re- 
strictions on western pix forced 
Kanturek into Austria where it's 
assumed MPEA operations will 
likewise end within a year at most. 

Wolf came to Vienna, his native 
icity, as a member of the U. S. 
Army with an assignment as dep- 
|uty U. S. Film Officer in the In- 
| formation Services Branch. After 
|a brief period as Chief Film Offi- 
'eer, Wolf undertook organization 
lof the MPEA Vienna office which 
|he expanded into the biggest Aus- 
trian film distributor with notable 
success. He was successful in the 
difficult field of getting Yank pic 
income converted into dollars. In 
|1950, MPEA distributed 160 films 
‘in Austria against 84 from Ger- 





celluloid shown here. 

Wolf left for Venice where he 
' will confer with Motion Picture 
|} Assn. of America officials during 
| the film festival there on possibie 
| future assignment. 


Foreign Films Helping 
Break Ice in Aussie 
Fight for Sen. Shows 


Sydney, Aug. 28. 
Hilda Hattam, independent op- 
| erator of the 1,120-seat Premier in 
| Surry Hills, when stymied two 
weeks ago on its plan to introduce 
Sunday pix at her house by the 
refusal of distributoggs to supply 
product and the threat by Thea- 
| trical Employees’ Union, finally 
| opened her house with the foreign 
pic, “Shoe Shine.” Miss Hattam 
has declared that she wiil open 
Sundays from now on with for- 
eign. product supplied by Nat 
Scheinwald, who is currently okay- 
ing films for the 300-seater King’s 
Cross theatre, King’s Cross, on 


Ken Cook, indie owner of King’s 
Cross, plans to continue Sunday 
playdates in defiance of the pow- 
erful TEU, taking uct from 
Scheinwald. At least six other in- 
die exhibs are planning to seek 
Sunday greenlight from Chief Sec- 
retary Clive Evatt, in charge of 
cinemas here. This indicates that 
a breakaway is looming by certain 
indie exhibs. 


Spokesman for the eight U. S. 
major distribs operating in this 
zone declined te comment on the 
Sunday setup apy Last week, 
however, Un declined to 
supply short subjects to Miss Hat- 
tam. Spokesman for the TEU said 
that a test case of the entire Sun- 
day setup would probably be made 
via Supreme Court to see 
whether Chief Secretary Clive 
Evatt had the power to permit 
Sunday showings via pic permits: 

General feeling now is that there 
will be many cinemas operating on 
the Sabbath in and around Syd- 
ney zone before the end of 
1951 irrespective of any TEU op- 
position. 

City’s authorities here have de- 
cided to legalize non-commercial 
Sabbath sport to combat move by 
Chief Secretary Clive Evatt to okay 
Sunday pix. Previecusly the au- 
thorities had a taboo nixed Sun- 
day sports in key spots under their 
control. 


Lauder, Fyffe Honored 
By New Scotland Club 


Glasgow, Aug. 28. 

Memories of Sir 
and Will Fyffe will be honored 
when Scotland’s first Stage and 
‘Screen Club is launched here next 
month. Dining room will be named 
the Will Fyffe Room, and there 
will be a special suite named the 
Lauder Roem. 

Harry Gordon, top Scot comic, is 
first chairman of the new club. 
Films, legit. vaude and radio will 
be represented in the membership. 

















—+ By ALICE VENEZKY 


London, Aug. 28. 

A gross of $369,600 for the 
March-October season is estimated 
by the Shakespeare Meniorial The- 
atre at Stratford-on-Avon now that 
the opening of “Henry V” com- 
pletes the five-play repertory. From 
now on, Shakespeare’s “The Tem- 
pest” and the four history plays 
from “Richard II” through “Henry 
Vv” will be showing in succession 
at a scale of $1.75 to 35c. Intake, 
highest in the theatre's history, 
stems from installation of 135 new 
seats which can bring in $33,600 
per season. 

In the past few years since An- 
thony Quayle took over as direc- 
tor, the theatre has bolstered its 
reputation and its bank account, 
| switching its focus from text to 
|texture, and concentrating on 
|fewer and better productions with 
|2 seasonal star like John Gielgud, 
| Peggy Ashcroft, or Michael Red- 
| grave, supported by a solid resi- 
|}dent company. 
| Having reached 99% capacity in 
\°49, and 94% in ‘50, and with 
an intake exceeding operating 
loutput by $22,515 in 1950 (plus 
a nestegg subscribed by American 





| friends at the theatre's inception), 


the theatre vemured into recon- 


many, next biggest originator of | Struction last November, adding 


| the extra seats, an electronic light 


| 


Lauder | who 


board and a new wing containing 
16 dressing rooms and a green 
room. Of the $266,000 spent, 
$168,000 is estimated as capital ex- 
penditure. It is expected that the 
now-outstanding $50,400 of the re- 
construction cost to date will be 
made up in three years. 

Press Favorable to Ist Four 

Press response to the first four 
plays was favorable, ranging from 
temperate to torrid; “Henry V” is 
suffering generally by being com- 
pared with Glen Byam Shaw’s su- 
perior production at the Old Vic 
earlier in the season. 

Chosen to contrast with the his- 
tories, “The Tempest,” directed by 
Michael Benthall and heavily if 
tastefully decorated by Loudon 
Sainthill, emerges as a gaudy and 
effective fantasy, and the best en- 
tertainment fare of the lot. 
Michael Redgrave's weighty Pros- 


New Irish Council Asks 
State Aid for Legit; 
Plan Seems Unlikely 


Dublin, Aug. 28. 

Newly-formed Irish Arts Coun- 
cil, representing management, and 
Irish Actors’ Equity, is seeking a 
state subsidy, apart from that paid 
to the Abbey Theatre, for special 
productions of artistic and 
to aid professional managements 
operating theatres which are not 
financially successful. Idea is simi- 
lar to the Arts Council in England, 
but so far has found little favor 
here. 

Council also wants loca! authori- 
ties to subsidize touring companies, 
improve standards of local opera- 
tions and in some cases to build 
theatres. National Transport Co. 
is also being asked to provide 
cheap fate for touring companies. 

Although the project has the 
backing of Irish Equity, not all 
managements are represented. 
Government may review the whole 
position in the light of what it will 
have to advance for rebuilding the 
Abbey Theatre. 


Junge Film Union Signs 
$200,000 Export Deal 


Hamburg, Aug. 28. 
Junge Film Union, the country's 
second largest production company, 
has announced that export con- 
tracts worth $200,000 have been 
signed with Italy, Belgium and 
Switzerland for the export of three 
company pix. 
Contracts were inked by com- 
pany general manager Rolf Meyer, 
toured those countries dur- 
ing the recent weeks. Meyer will 
leave shortly for Stockholm to ne- 
gotiate with Scandinavian distrib- 
utors for exporting Junge Film 
Union pix to those areas. Details 
released on the Italian, Belgian 
and Swiss pacts revealed that com- 
pany will receive an advance cash 
payment of $100,000, while the 
other $100,000 will be paid upon 











delivery of prints. 
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EXHIBITORS ATTENTION! 
Do You Want 60 Million People 
At Home Or Going To Theatres? 


In these two fight pictures the 

theatres of America have an oppor- 
tunity of playing to the tremendous 
audience of ardent fight fans willing 
to pay to see the fights. 





But-even more-the theatres can 
now attract the millions of regular 
movie fans who remain home on the 
night of big competitive entertain- 
ment events. 


FOR THE FIRST TIME, alert and far- 
seeing showmen have the opportunity 
of assuring themselves in advance 
of boxoffice special events which will 
not be seen or heard elsewhere. 


WIRE OR PHONE YOUR NEAREST RKO 
- EXCHANGE NOW ABOUT BOOKINGS FO 
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Raw London Squalls Dampen Tourists; 


‘‘Twanhoe’ Impervious; Extras Scant 





By HALSEY RAINES 
London, Aug. 28. 

The lilies and larkspur are 
blooming and soaring, while the 
Festival concessionnaires are just 
blooming sore, under an almost 
solid month of August wetness. The 
thousand shaggy Hyde Park sheep 
which are the personal property of 
Queen Mary look cool and non- 
chalant; but the,heavens are low- 
ering, and every tourist is glow- 
ering. 

Nice, quiet, refreshing midsum- 
mer showers of short duration are 
one thing, but the kind that seem 
to have blown down agueishly from 
the moors are another. And 49 de- 
grees in August is cold for am- 
body, except maybe a dyed-in-the- 
woollen-pants Scotch Highlander. 
Seeking shelter underground, this 
visitor made the incredible, com- 
forting discovery that subway 
trains were steam-heated. After 
that, 
enjoy this refuge from the ele- 
ments. 

Making the blunder of arriving 
in such a squally London wearing 
what appeared to be the only pana- 
ma in town, I was enlightened by 
Ben Goetz, genial managing di- 
rector of M-G-M’s British Studio, 
Ltd., in the London suburbs. Hang- 
ing my panama up to dry in his 
closet at Claridge’s Hotel (where it 
still remains), Goetz fixed me up 
with a more durable spare while 
his very charming wife and daugh- 
ter-in-law arranged a delectable 
serving of American sausages. As 
for Goetz's hat, if I can get away 
with the trade, it will soon be up 
for export. 

Out at Goetz’s smartly-run, ui- 
tra-modern, 120-acre studio one of 
the biz postwar pictures, “Ivan- 
hoe,” is being made by Pandro 
Berman. Bob Taylor has traded his 
Roman legionnaire togs for a 
plumed black suit of chain mail, 
a 15-foot lance, and a horse that 
looks strong enough to win at 
Jamaica just by bunting the others 
sideways. Joan Fontaine, in some 
1192 A.D. previews of Jacques Fath 
dinner creations, is a Rowena to 
make life easier for the Techni- 
color boys. 

George Sanders looks more dia- 
bolical than ever as the itchily- 
bearded, etchings-at-home No. 1 
villain of Walter Scott’s slambang 
romance, especially when he kid- 
naps one of Hollywood's nicest 
young stars, Elizabeth Taylor. Em- 
lyn Williams would make a per- 
fect subject for one of Si Seadler's 


candid drawings. He has to jog 
about wrap in long socks _ 
medieval dungarees, 


Saxon-serf iron collar around his 


-neck, so he for one, hasn't minded 


the cold. 
Muddied Waters 
The towering Norman castle built 


.on the lot—beating any roadway 


retreat that Howard Johnson has 
yet conceived — is probably the 
fanciest prop ever built in England. 
Construction was started back in 
1949. The last part of the job was 
filling up the 12-foot deep moat 
around the premises with some 
90,000 gallons of water. Even if 
it didn’t save Miss Taylor, the moat 
is a real story-book creation. The 
pop and thud of arrow-notched 
bodies falling into the brine from 
the battlements is a daily occur- 
rence. They've stopped counting 
the total. You look at the scum- 
mishly green tinge of the water 
and shudder. Then 


color were thrown in 
antiquity. 

After “Ivanhoe,” a new melo- 
drama, tem called “T. for 
Terror,” will be produced by Hayes 
Goetz. Peter Loumeen and Dawn 
Addams have the leads. 

A whole flock of top English act- 
ors are in the big cast of “Ivan- 
hoe.” oy ——— of extras. 
There's as extras now in 
London; Film Casting says, €spe- 

eminine extras are 
more apt to be young married 
women, doing it as a sideline, than 
back in the U. S. When three ‘a 
tures like “Ivanhoe.” “Charley's 
Aunt” and “Derby Day” get going 
at the same time, the supply doesn’t 
hold out, and they start waving 
them in from the streets. 

Multitudinous 

Walking down the 
other day to inquire at a news- 
stand if there might be an edition 
of Variety published in English 

(Continued on page 20) 


. 





he grabbed every chance to/| 





Royal Couple to Preem 
Of ‘Lady’ Film, Sept. 22 


“Eondon, Sept. 4. 

When the new Anna Neagle-Her- 
bert Wilcox picture, “The Lady 
With a Lamp,” has its preem at 
the Warner Theatre Sept. 22, it 
will have the unique distinction of 
being attended by Princess Eliza- 
beth and the Duke of Edinburgh. 
This is the first occasion on which 
the royal couple have- so, honored 
the film industry. They have cur- 
tailed their Scottish holiday for the 
event which is 48 hours prior to 
departing on their Canadian tour. 

Proceeds from the performane 
are to be donated to the Royal Col- 
lege of Nursing Educational Fund. 


| Arrangements have been made for 


premieres throughout the British 
Commonwealth to contribute to the 
same charity. 


Antt+Americanism Flares 
As Venice Fete Preems; 


AP Men Pushed Around 


Rome, Aug. 28. 

A newsman and photographer 
from the Associated Press news bu- 
reau here found themselves the 
uninvited guests at the Venice Film 
Festival this year. For months the 
AP had tried to wangle invitations 
from the Festival heads. Invita- 
tions went to the foreign press as 
well as the Italian newspapers, 
Swedish, French, English, Dutch, 
German, Spanish, Danish and 
American, and to almost any Ital- 
ian newsman who has a camera and 
notebook. 

However, many telephone con- 
versations and letters to various 
members of Dr. Antonio Petrucci’s 
Festival organization, proved of no 
avail. But an assignment is an as- 
signment, so the AP boys went on 
their owh. 

_On arriving at -the Festival's 
office of public relations, they pre- 
sented their credentials and re- 
ceived the news that there were no 
admittance cards open for them. 
The AP men pointed out to Signore 
Mattea, head of publicity for Dr. 
Petrucci, that it would be impos- 
sible to take photographs without 
admission cards, and that the AP 
served many papers in America 
and Europe, not just a small publi- 
cation in Italy. 

“We are not here to serve Ameri- 
cans,” said Mattea. “I would like 
to throw a shoe in your face, and 
another shoe in the face of your 
director (boss).” 

The AP men telephored Rome 
Bureau chief Stan Swinton, who 
called the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America office here. Giulio Andre- 
otti, Undersecretary of State, 
straightened out matters at once. 
So now, the Festival will be cov- 
ered by the AP as guests of Uni- 
talia, a subsidiary of ANICA, for 
one week, and guests of MPAA 
for the second week. 


Greater Unions Net 
Hits Record $338,290 


Sydney, Aug. 28. 

Under chairman Norman B. 
Rydge, Greater Union Theatres 
film circuit earned net consoli- 
dated profit of $338,290 for the 
year ending last Dec. 31, highest 
ever recorded. 

Dividends are unchanged at 
$225,000. Four holding companies, 
Greater J. D.- Williams, Spenser’s, 
West's and Amalgamated Pictures, 
receive the 5% dividend; also half 
the ordinary dividends of $84,375, 
the other half ($84,375) going to 
the J. Arthur Rank group, which 
holds a 50% interest in this top 
loop. 

vrincipal distributors hooked to 
GU are Universal, Columbia and 
the Rank group, with some pix 
from Paramount. 


India Censor Tightens Code 
Bombay, Aug. 28. 

Chairman of the Central Censor 
Board has told all producers that 
films which tend to condone 
crime, violence or loose morals, 
now. given adult certificates, will 
not get the seal of approval in the 
future. 

Adult certificates would be dis- 
continued, films being certified for 
universal exhibition or nixed. 











— 





Mexico’s New Tinted TY 


Mexico City, Aug. 28. 

Mexico’s first tinted TV is being 
made ready for experiments in the 
National University’s medical 
school here by the inventor and 
patentee of a color process, Guil- 
lermo Gonzalez Camarena, redio 
engineer. Tryout will be seen by 
thousands of students viewing ma- 
jor surgery ‘done at the general 
hospital. 

If tests succeed, Camarena will 


present commercial shows from 
their classrooms via his own 
color TV. 





Pirates Stage Sit-Down 

Strike on La 

e on Lancaster s 
J b J >. 
Pirates’ Opus in Italy 
Rome, Aug. 28. 

“Crimson Pirates,” the Burt 
Laneaster starrer being filmed on 
the Island of Ischia, has encoun- 
tered plenty of trouble since it 
started early in July, latest head- 
ache being a sit-down strike by bit 
players. Reason given for this ac- 
tion was that they could not eat 
the food available on the island 
and still give their best efforts. 
The “pirates” sat down and re- 
fused to work. And when no 
changes were made about meals, 
many left for vacations in Rome, 
120 miles from Ischia. 

Prior to this, director Robert 
Siodmak sent here for 20 English- 
speaking actors to come to the 
Island for interviews on playing 
in the film. They went by train 
first-class and were luncheon 
guests of the unit. They were as- 
signed roles, and everything went 
smoothly until they discovered 
that they would get about $15 to 
$26 per day, if and when they 
worked, plus room and meals. 
Only one Italian agreed to stay. 

Although star and director are 
American, the remainder of the 
cast is from Italy and England. 
Production is a subsidiary of Brit- 
ish Warner Bros., called Norma 
Productions. Margaret Rowland 
is due in from London to play op- 
posite Lancaster. She was chosen 
by Siodmak from three TWA 
hostesses in London as he passed 
through the airport there, 


ABBEY THEATRE GETS 
TEMPORARY QUARTERS 


Dublin, Aug. 28. 

Abbey Theatre, homeless since 
fire destroyed its building last 
month, has taken a two-year lease 
on the Queen’s Theatre here ef- 
fective Sept. 10 and plans its first 
production there on Sept. 24. 

Since the blaze, the Abbey Play- 
ers have been temporarily housed 
in Rupert Guinness Memorial Hall, 
an amateur theatre centre built 
for employees of Guinness’s Brew- 
ery. This is away from the centre 
of town and unsuited for continued 
use. Queen’s, originally built in 
1841, has 950 seats, about 400 more 
than tine old Abbey, and has been 
used as vaude house with a resi- 
dent local company. 

Ernest Blythe, Abbe managing 
director, says it is the intention to 
rebuild the Abbey on the original 
site as-soon as possible, but it is 
likely to take longer than two years 
which, the present Queen's lease 
covers. 


Current Londo Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Sept. 4. 
“Anthony”-“Caesar,” St. Jas. (18). 
“Ardele,” Vaudeville (1). 
“Blue for Pe. Majesty’s (40). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (65). 
“Fancy Free,” Pr. Wales (17), 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (26). 
“Gay's the Word,” Saville (29). 
“Hollow,” Fortune (14). 
“House In Order,” New (9). 
“Intimate Relations,” Strand (6). 
“King’s Rhapsody,” Palace (102). 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Coliseum (26). 
Pp ag Marn’ss,” Vic. Pal (77). 
” Casino (26). 
“Little Hut,” Lyric (54). 
“London Melody,” Empress (14). 
“Man ioe. = me ny 
n,” Prince’s (29). 
Seay Pike” Si Mart (10). 
“Relactant Heroes,” Wh'th. (51). 
“Ring Round Moon,” Globe (75). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (64). 
“Take It From Us,” Adei 








i (44). 
“To D a Son,” Garrick (41). 
“Waters Moon,” H'ym’kt (19). 


“Who Is Sylvia,” Criterion (40). 

“Who Goes There?” York (23). 

“Wife’s Lodger,” Comedy (7). 

“Winter's Tale,” Phoenix (10). 
OPENING THIS WEEK 

“Saint’s Day,” Arts. 

“30:15,” Irving Theatre Club. 


W. German Producers-Distribs Fight 


_ Exhibs to Get 277, Quota Passed 





Barrault May Head 


Louis Jouvet Theatre 


Paris, Sept. 4.. 

Although no decision has been 
reached yet, it looks likely now 
that Jean Louis Barrault, who with 
Madeleine Renaud had given his 





Frankfurt, Aug. 28. 

The bitter qiota battle between 
west German producers and dis- 
tribs, on one side, and the exhibi- 
tors, on the other, continued un- 
abated during the last few weeks. 
Both sides made strong efforts to 
influence the Bundestag (lower 
house of Bonn Parliament) in its 
| favor. The Bundestag reconvenes 


shows at the Theatre Marigny, will ' from its summer recess in Sepem- 
be made head of the Athenee Louis | ber and the screen quota will be 
Jouvet Theatre. Minister of Fine | an early agenda item. 

Arts Andre Marie has given his | 
blessing to the scheme, and Bar- | 2 


The quota, proposed to insure 
27% of the playing time for local 


rault is willing to accept the job. | pix, failed to pass the Bundestag 


The decision rests now with the | 
board of directors. 
Pierre Renoir, who was a close, 


trusted assistant of Jouvet, has de- | it. 


during the pre-recess session, as a 
result of an unprecedented fight 
put up by the exhibitors against 
The issue completely split the 


clined to have anything to do with | industry, with producers and ex- 
running the theatre, claiming he | hibs forming their own joint Work- 


is too old. In the case of getting | 
someone to succeed Jouvet, it is 
not only a matter of running a the- 
atre but of upholding a tradition | 
which he incepted. Also it is a 


pany as well as staging plays. 


Palladium, Adelphi Not 
Set on Shows for Early 
Fall; Revues as Stopgap 


London, Sept. 4. 
A lot of guess work is being done 
as to what will follow the Lon- 
don Palladium vaudeville season. 
Gracie Fields signed Aug. 29 to 
play this house for the last vaude 





ing Association of the Film Indus- 
try in Germany, Arbeitsgemein- 


| schaft der Filmindustrie in Deut- 


case of keeping together a com-| Filmwirtschaft (SPIO), 


(AFO), thus practically 
Spitzenorganization der 
long the 
|top industry association which 


schland 
wrecking 


| united all industry branches. 


| 


| 


} 
| 


fortnight of the season, opening | 


Oct. 
nell has always adopted in the 
last three years. 

But what follows, as stopgap be- 
fore the Xmas pantomime season, 
has not been set. 
Parnell is framing a revue with a 
string of talent. These are expect- 


15, a policy which Val Par- | 


At present. the quota draft’s 
| chances of becoming a law are still 
‘very bleak. Unless AFD manages 
to gain more government support, 
thereby at least partially influenc- 
ing the Bundestag, the quota law 
might fail altogether. 

Recent action on the quota prob- 
lem came in Nurenberg, where Ba- 
varian exhibs formed the Working 
Assn. of German Exhibitors in or- 
der to put up an even more effec- 
tive fight against the quota. Ex- 
hibs unanimously rejected the 
quota. At the same time, it de- 
cided to set up a program commit- 


| tee inside its new association to 


| 


| 


ed to include “Sugar Chile” Robin- 


con, who has been packing them in | 
on his current provincial tour; the 


worked in England since before the 


Three Wiere Bros., who have not | 


assure bookings of on'y good qual- 
ity pix. 
Exhibs also decided that the 


Understood that | committee would investigate Ger- 


man films scheduled for produc- 
tion and to supply production 
credits to such producers who 
have good scripts on hand. Exhibs 
pointed out that such action would 
much better aid the producers 


'than an arbitrary quota law. They 


war; and an American name come- | 
dian, as yet not set, but likely to! 


be Pinky Lee. Lee clicked a cou- | 


ple weeks ago when he made his 
Palladium debut, and Parnell is 
anxious to have him in the show. 
But salary is the stumbling block. 
It is expected that these differences 
will be ironed out with Lee more 
than a possibility. Also on the pro- 


Richard Afton troupe of gals from 
the top TV features, “Top Hat” and 
“Music Hall.” Charles Henry, the 
Palladium producer, will do the 
staging. 

Jack Hylton is another whose ac- 
tivities for his Adelphi theatre 


rent show, “Take It From Us,” has | 
been running nearly a year, and, 
with Joy Nichols, one of its stars, 
ex a child,«the show will | 
fold at the end of September. 

Hylton’s headache is what to re- 
place it with. He and Gino Arbib, 
his aide, have just returned from 
Paris, with the likelihood that a 
French production will go in there 
for about four weeks. 

The attraction after that is not 
quite set, but likely will be the 
George and Alfred Black’s “Happy- 
Go-Lucky” revue, currently pack- 
ing the Opera House, Blackpool. 
This is a top show starring Vera 
Lynn, Bernard Bros. and Jack Rad- 
cliffe, and is reputed to have cost 
around $75,000 to stage. The cast 
is not likely to be the same as at 
Blackpool, but it is practically cer- 
tain that Jimmy ards, one of 
the stars in “Take It From Us,” 
will be included. 

Show will run till February, with 
Hylton planning to bring back Mau- 


is likely to stage one of the big 
American shows he is currently n 
gotiating for. 


Allen, Carson, Willson 


To Paris for ‘Big Show’ 
Paris, Sept. 4. 





Carson and Meredith Willson, plus 
all available guest talent, will be 
on the “Big Show” radio program 
which will star Tallulah Bankhead 
in Paris Sept. 24. 

Part of the show will be a trib- 
ute to the late French actor Louis 





Jouvet. 


Fred a. Portland Hoffa, Jack | 





emphasized their old argument 
that the quota law would force 
them to play films of inferior qual- 
ity, and also that production capa- 
city would not fill 27% of the 
screen time as envisaged in the 
law. They said the government's 
quota law draft is a “rape of pub- 
lic opinion.” To date 600 theatres 


|are members of new association, 
gram will be the 12 Toppers, a. 


with 600 more expected to join. 
AFD prexy Theo Aulich said the 
quota is absolutely necessary to 
aid production and that there 
would be enough quality-pix pro- 
duced once the law is passed. He 
added that AFD is ready to make 


/compromises on the final wording 
are at present uncertain. The cur-| of the law. 





rice Chevalier for a short season of | 
six to eight weeks. After that he | 








| 20TH-FOX SETTING UP 
OFFICE FOR ARG. FILM 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 28. 

20th-Fox has set up a supple- 
mentary office here to use as head- 
quarters to prepare for making of 
“Way of a Gaucho” at an Argen- 
tine studio in October. Some of 
the production experts, including 
preducer Phillip Dunne’ and Di- 
rector Jacques Tourneur, will re- 
turn to Buenos Aires next week 
after a brief visit to the U. S. 

Reports from Hollywod still in- 
dicate Tyrone Power may play 
the lead although it had been un- 
derstood that he had been dis- 
carded br ause of his suspension 
by the studio. Rory Calhoun is 
another candidate. Local film tal- 
ent is hoping to get some impor- 
tant roles in the 20th-Fox pro- 
duction. 


Mysore Govt. Tries Out 


Per-Show Theatre Tax 


Madras, Aug. 28. 
Brushing aside the protest lodged 
y the Mysore Film Chamber of 
Commerce, the Mysore state zov- 





ernment has asked all theatres in 


the state to pay its show tax vary- 
ing from $1 to $2 per performance. 

Indian distributors have agreed 
to treat the new tax as first charge 
on collections along with enter- 
tainment tax, but foreign distribs 
have not to this. The 
Chamber of Commerce has asked 
theatre owners to increase their 
apace scales to offset the new 
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@ Hit of Hits in Chicago (Woods) 
...In Cleveland, Dallas, Kansas 
City, Albany... Booked as the 
big LABOR.DAY ATTRACTION in 
Boston, Philadelphia (Randolph), 
New Orleans, Washington, Balti- 
more and a score of other key 
spots! 


HOWARD HUGHES presents 


JOHN WAYNE - ROBERT RYAN .. 
“FLYING LEATHERNECKS” 


An EOMUND GRAINGER Production 
with DON TAYLOR «+ JANIS CARTER 
JAY C. FLIPPEN » WILLIAM HARRIGAN 
Directed by NICHOLAS RAY + Produced by EDMUND GRAINGER 


Color by TECHNICOLOR 
Screenplay by JAMES EOWARD GRANT 












iants Battle 


MBoxoffice Ho 
fi(Openings 


NC 


oldovers! 


@ Top money for the Roosevelt, 
Chicago...In Philadelphia 
(Goldman), New Haven, Houston 
..-Opening this week and next in 
key runs throughout the country 


..» HOLIDAY ATTRACTION AT 
THE NEW YORK PARAMOUNT 
BEGINNING AUGUST 29th! 


HOWARD HUGHES presents 


ROBERT MITCHUM + JANE RUSSELL 
«HIS KIND OF WOMAN” 


A John Farrow Production 


with VINCENT PRICE - TIM HOLT > CHARLES McGRAW 
Produced by ROBERT SPARKS «+ Directed by JOHN FARROW 
Written by FRANK FENTON and JACK LEONARD 








CTURES 








Arg. Circuits Realign Theatres, 
Cut H.0. Figure for New U.S. Pix 





Buenos Aires, Aug. 28. 

The major exhibition circuit 
here, the Central Cinematografica 
(Lautaret & Cavallo) has agreed 
with the U. S. distributors which 
are to play the Gran Rex Theatre, 
to cut down holdovers to a maxi- 
mum of two weeks ever if grosses 
justify longer runs. Plan is to 
transfer the pictures played at the 
Rex to a “secondary line” of cen- 


traliv located theatres—the Gran | 
and Gaumont, | 


Palace, Florida 


4 
? 





which will carry the same pix day- | 


date. This plan will permit 


greater spreading out of the new) 


product and avoid bottlenecks 
caused by the immense backlog of 
films ready for release after the 


two-and-a-half year hiatus during | '4T figure. 


which American film imports were 
suspended. 


Under this new system, “En- 
chantment” ‘Goldwyn-DIA) was 
switched to the Gran Palace, 
Florida and Gaumont screens al- 
thoueh the excellent grosses at 


the Gran Rex would have justified 
several weeks of holdover. Under 
the protection rules, an Argentine 


7 


| about 15 pounds since parting with | sion are 


picture should have stayed on at| 


j 


| bling a big enough total to show 4 | 


the Gran Rex. However, local pro- | 
ducers were reluctant to release 
one of their newest films this 
week, anticipating that there 
might be a general strike which 
would curb attendance at film 
theatres. This strike had been 
feared as a sequel to the gigantic 
rally held by the Labor Federa- 
tion as a demonstration to the 
president that the people will him 
to stand for reelection. Since lo- 


cal producers disliked accepting 
» what might have proved unprofit- 
able playing time, had the strike 
materialized. “The Heiress” was 
allowed to follow “Enchantment” 
at the Gran Rex. This marked the 
first release of the series of U. S 
films imported since the govern- 
ment granted exchange licenses. 
After the dreary, 
without North American releasés, 
Argentine film patrons are thor- 
oughly enjoying the _ relative 
abundance of pictures now avail- 
able. It is still only possible to 


Ideal and Premier after 
ing in line for several hours al- 
though the picture has been run- 
ning for five weeks. Gross for the 


first four weeks was around 
$36.000, a record at the two 
theatres. 


WB Signs With Lococo , 
Warner Bros. ha’ finally inked 
a contract with the Lococo Circuit 
to release all its films in its thea- 
tres. Lococo has made an agree- 
ment with the Gavensky circuit to 
absorb two of its theatres uptown. 
This means that Lococo’s Suipacha 
will operate as a pair with Gaven- 
sky's Los Angeles, and the Nor- 
mandie with Gavenskky’s Capitol. 
This week Warner released “Fla- 
mingo Road” at the Metropolitan 
and Roca theatres day-date. 


20th-Fox is ready to release 
“Snake Pit” next week at the Cen- 
tral Cinematografica’s Ambassador 
Theatre, while “Prince of Foxes” 
will be released at the Iguazu and 
Florida day-date, “once these 
houses have been reclassified by 
the Entertainment Board as first- 
runs. 

RKO has run into some kind 
of a hassle trying to work out a 
deal with the Central Cinemato- 
grafica where it released product 
for a good part of the last decade. 
As a consequence it has sought the 
formation of a third line of first- 
runs, trying to secure good play- 
ing time. This proposal was op- 
posed by local producers, who 
feared it would deprive them of 
an outlet for their films. RKO is 
releasing “The Set-Up” at this 
new line of theatres Aug. 29, and 
its Latin-American supervisor, 
Michael Havas, is expected to 
visit Buenos Aires to smooth out 
the trouble. 


Panto in Summer 
Dunoon, Scotland, Aug. 28. 

Pantomime is normally associ- 
ated with Christmas and snow- 
time. Instead, this summer in 
Scotland, it's being staged as a 
strawhat novelty. 

Pete Davis presented Britain's 
first summer-time pantomime 
with a full 120-minute 
of “Cinderella” at the Cosy Cer- 
ner here. 





| 


‘| being exported. 


| 


< 
+] € 
‘Sunset’ Preems in Vienna 
Vienna, Aug. 28. 

Motion Picture Export Assn. 
started the winter season with 
“Sunset Boulevard” (Par) at the 

Salzburg Stadt Kino here. 
There will be not less than 118 
films ‘(44 Technicolor-Pix) besides 


104 educational shorts on the sea- | 


son's lineup. 








Raw London 


Continued from page 17 








ithe answer was no), I saw a famil- 
It was Peter Ustinov, 
the Nero of “Quo Vadis,” but un- 
fawning and unleering. Shorn of 
his Roman beard, he's also lost 


Italian cooking. He had to turn 
down an “Ivanhoe” role because of 
‘The Love of Four Colonels,” the 
play he wrote and stars in. It’s a 
smash hit. He say’ it may come to 
Broadway next spring, after the 
London run. 

One of the curious quirks of the 
recent British law allowing free 
dentistry, is that many enterpris- 
ing gentlemen from India have 
come to London and had their 
teeth yanked. They would go from 
one dentist to another getting sets 
of crock molars. After assem- 


fair profit for the trip, they have 
hied back to Bombay or Calcutta to 
sel] their wares in the public mar- 
kets. A liberal fit in dental ware 
is no drawback over there. 


The king's famed bodyguard of | 


Beefeaters, who still live in the 


Tower of London, report that they | 


are now on Spam. And there is 
still a shortage of Scotch—it's all 
But the town 
hasn't given up any of its friendly 


| hospitality or sturdy see-it-through- 


long stretch | 


| factual 


ness. Regardless of problems of 
food or weather, London is a great 
city. Where else could you pick up 
a morning paper to read wryly 
accounts on _ successive 


‘ |} pages of how a man named A. 
see “The Red Shoes” (UA) at the; 


stand- | 








Goose was fined £20 for street 
betting, and how another man 
named E. Gadd retrieved a run- 
away pet monkey? Not to men- 
tion a third item to the effect that 
the city Council had to send way 
to Delhi to find 24 rats for labora- 
tory research. New York City has 
never had a p.a. item as favorable 
as that one. 


HH continued from page 15 





Hugo de! Carrill is to direct and 
play in “Green Hell” from a screen 
story by Eduardo Borras. Most of 
the shooting will be done in the 
forests of the Argentine Chaco. 
There will be an international as- 
pect to the production since Mexi- 
can camera-man Gabriel Figueroa 
is being sought, with Mexican star 
Esther Fernandes and Chilean ac- 


tor Alejandro Flores in the femme | 


and male leads respectively. Bra- 
zilian actress Dulcina de Moraes 
would also play an importaat role. 

Portena Film has completed its 
fight film, “A Champion is Born,” 
in which Luis Angel Firpo plays 
an important role. The picture 
will be distributed in Argentina by 
Argentina-Sono-Film. 

The Argentine provinces are 
now trying to get into the 
film production game, Film-Andes, 
which das its up-to-date studios in 
Mendoza, has just released its first 
pic, “La Picara Cenicienta.” which 
was made entirely in that prov- 
ince. The Province of Tucuman 
has produced the film, “Manse- 
dumbre,” with the whole cast com- 
posed of province natives, and the 
technical staff was recruited from 
the university students. The prov- 
ince of Cordoba has set up a pro- 
duction unit known as Cordoba- 
Films, with Interamericana to dis- 
tribute. 





Workers Get Bombay Studio 
Bombay, Aug. 28. 
Studios of Bombay Talkies have 
been taken over by workers and 
technicians. 
This is the second studio to 
function as a workers’ co-operative 


unit here, the Prakash Studios 
having passed into the hands of 
the technicians. 


Dine and Watch Fights 


compelied to ac- 
quire new premises in addition to 
the Empress. 
Harding has now leased the Gar- 
den Room in the Mayfair Hotel, 
with sports celebs now able to dine 
and wine while watching sluggers 
at work, 





New B. 0. Record 


Continued from page 15 




















i 
|pero and Alan Badel’s gossamer 


Ariel are standout, as is the 
physical bumor of Michael 
| Gwynn’s Trinculo, Alexander 


Gauge’s Stephano, and the Caliban 
‘of Hugh Griffith (this year’s Brit- 
lish Derwent awarf winner). Pro- 
‘duction has a skimming pace. 
The histories staged in succes- 
stage history, for this is 
the first such highgrade profession- 
|al offering of tne cycle on record, 
| though the author apparently made 
|additions and provided links so 
that the plays could be thus pre- 
| sented. 
| A unit Elizabethan-type stage set 
|designed by Tanya Moiselwitsch 
for all four plays met with mixed 
‘reactions. Concurrence was that 
ithe wooden two-storied structure 
with stairs at either side was un- 
|obirusive, provided varied areas 
i|for the continuous action, and fo- 
cused attention on the dialog. 
3 Directors Mer’’ Kudos 
| Direetors Anthony Quayle, 
| Michael Redgrave, and John Kidd 
|merit kudos for the over-all high 
| quality of the productions. They 
‘unify the loosely-knit panorama by 
good dramatic realization and by 
'using throughout the same actors 
for Henry IV and Hal as threads 
(to bind the narrative. Harry An- 
|\drews (who comes to Broadway 
with the Oliviers in-“Antony and 
Cleopatra” in December) is stalwart 
as Bolingbroke who  deposes 
|Michael Redgrave’s  well-drawn 
poseur Richard Il, shrewd as the 
king who routs out rebellion in 
“Henry IV,” Part I, and stricken 
with anxiety as the dying king in 
Part II. 


Best of the many well-staged 
scenes are the abdication in “Rich- 
ard II,” the -reproval of Prince 
Hal by his father in “Henry IV” 
and Hal’s successful combat with 
Hotspur, played by Redgrave. 

All the comedy scenes score, 
being unaffectedly © high-spirited. 
Anthony Quayle’s Falstaff is a rich 
comic creation as are Rosalind At- 
kins’ bustiing Mistress 
and Michael Bates’ 
Bardolph. 

Preduction Costs Abeve 1950 

Production costs for the five 
plays total $70,000 as against 
$64,722 for last year’s five. No 
substantial saving was effected by 
using a four-play set this season, 
because the directors, apprehen- 
sive of the “rude scaffold,” put the 
coin into lavish costumes and dec- 
orations, and an 18man orchestra 
in the wings. ‘(Most of the audi- 
ence thinks the music is canned.) 

Scenery and costume costs can- 
not be fairly compared to those 
of Broadway, since this theatre 
makes its own. Overall staff, in- 
cluding those in the testaurant 
‘which showed $5,143 profit last 


year), numbers 200, with 53 of 
them actors assured of nine 
months’ steady work. Salaries 


meet Equity minimums, with stars 
sacrificing for an average of $250 
weekly and bit players faring bet- 
ter than in the West End, with $22 
the Iowest weekly wage. Though 
size of cast and stage far exceed 
| those of the average N. Y. produc- 
j tion, backstage staff is small, con- 
|Sisting of three electricians, six 
}managers (three assigned to each 
show), and 10 stagehands. Oper- 
ation is non-union. 


Seek Mex False Alarm 


Joker in Fatal Panic 
Mexico City, Sept. 4. 
Police are seeking the practical 
joker whose false fire alarm pro- 
voked a panic that killed three 
women and two children during a 
jampacked show at the Cine Hipo- 
dromo, subsequent-run cinema 
here. 
Over 35 adults and children were 
injured, 











bumptious ing 


; has been pushing installation at the 


been forced to pre-empt time which 
CBS has sold to other sponsofs for 


the following night, paying for 

’ shows, for station time on 
both Wednesday and Thursday 
nights and also for the rights to the 
fight. No sponsor, he said, could 
|afford such a deal. He pointed out, 
| moreover, that the Joe Louis-Lee 
|Savold fight last June had been 
rained out two nights. If Pabst 
| were in on that deal, it would have 
/ had to pay for time on Wednesday, 
| Thursday and Friday nights. 


- As a result of that factor, Pabst 
|also did not put in a bid for the 
| Willie Pep-Sandy Saddler feather- 
'weight affair, slated for Sept. 26 
from the PG. In addition, it’s ex-. 
'pected that the brewery will not 
| bid for the Joe Louis-Rocky Marci- 
;ano fight Oct 11. Latter fight had 
been schduled for Oct. 10, a Wed- 
nesday, but postponed to the lith 
|because of Yom Kippur’s falling 








l'on the 10th this year. W&L spokes- | 
}man pointed out that that was an- | 


}other factor which Pabst had to) 
|take into consideration. Theatres, | 
| which have already obtained rights | 
|to the Pep-Saddier fight, will also 
|}probably get the Louis-Marciano 
set-to, as a result. 


In assigning film rights to RKO- 
|Pathe for the Robinson-Turpin 
‘fight, IBC stipulated that the deal 
| was contingent on RKO guarantee- 
ing a return of $200,000, and that 
lithe theatres would not have the 
| fight for big-screen unless the films 
grossed that much. RKO sales vee- | 


| 


}antee the fight for them and thus | 
keep it off home video, where it | 
might have hurt their boxeffice the | 
night of Sept. 12. Deadline was 
set for last Saturday (1), and a suf- 
ficient number of exhibs had 
signed for the fight by that time 
to insure the guarantee figure. 


B&K’s Uptown Readies 
For Robinson-Turpin 

Chicago, Sept. 4. 
Installation of theatre television 
eqiupment in the Balaban & Katz 
4,300-seat Uptown Theatre will be 
completed in time for the Ray Rob- 
inson-Randy Turpin bount, Sept. 
12, giving B&K the benefit of 13,100 





cast of the fight. 

“In addition to the Uptown, the 
circuit's other rigged houses, the 
3,.400-seat Tivoli and 2,700-seat 
State-Lake, will large-screen. the 
bout at a uniform tariff of $2. In 
the event of a sellout the chain 
— oom $26,000 on the middle- 


is slated for the State-Lake. 
Circuit for the past few months 


Uptown and Marbro, only the for- 
mer being readied in time for the 
fight. Rigging of the Marbro will 
give B&K big-screen video in all 
major locations here. 


Switch Albany Houses 
For Sept. 12 Boxing Bout 
Albany, Sept. 4. 


Fabian Theatres, in a surprise 
move, are television 





Turpin-Robinson 
bout Sept. 12 and for future video- 
casts. The Palace had clicked at 
the boxoffice with two college 
basketball games and three prize- 
fights, before it dipped to one-third 
capacity for the closed circuit pres- 
entation of the Louis-Bivins setto. 

The Fabian flagship was the first 
in the state outside New York city, 
and one of the first in the country 
to be video-equipped by RCA. 
Cost was $40,000. New lines are 
being installed in the Grand, which 
has two balconies and which for 
years was a link in the F. F. Proc- 
tor vaudeville chain. 





Quick Philly Sellout 
Philadelphia, Sept. 4. 

Tickets for the Ray Robinson- 
Randy Turpin fight telecast, _ 
were placed on sale 
morning (3) at the Stanley 
tre, were sold out the first 
All but 110 balcony seats 
2,900-seat Stanley were gone 
fore the special boxoffice set 
for the fight tickets shuttered for 


pare 





lunch. 
Much speculation locally as to 


seats for the exclusive theatre tele- | try. 





seats off the hands of the Warner 
office, before it even set up the 
boxoffice, at a figure well above 
$2.60, but was tyned down. 


| N. Hamp. Mailman | 
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formances. The theatre, a Revolu- 

| tionary barn, seats 270, and at $2 
top, the management makes an 
lample profit. (Warren Weidon, 
from N. Y., is both producer and 
director). The top salary is paid 
to Jobes, who gets $35 for each 
week that he works. 


Jobes draws patrons for miles 
around, including many from his 
adopted home town of Newport, 
where he resides with his wife. He 
settled there in 1913. He was ap- 
pointed a mail carrier by the New- 
port township 32 years ago, and 
i there is hardly anyone there whom 
he doesn't know. Whenever there 
is a local theatrical, whether it be 
for the fire or police departments, 
the local high school or some lit- 
tle theatre group, the word soon 
goes out to “get Charlie.” For 
years he has staged the local shows 
there, in addition to performing 
in many of them. 

Stage Savvy 

Jobes, who has an unusual pro- 
fessional savvy in his stage work, 
as indicated by his performance in 





|pee Robert A. Mochrie, as a result, | “Lightnin’,” the seasonal closer at 
|put it up to the exhibitors to guar- | 


New London, has had several op- 
portunities “to go to New York,” 
but he has turned them down. 

He had one professional excur- 
sion into show biz—in 1913—when 
he did a piano act in vaudeville 
with his brother and a cousin. The 
act was caught in the middle of a 
booking dispute between two thea- 
tre interests, and soon found them- 
selves without bookings. The act 
broke up, and upon visiting New- 
port, Jobes decided to settle there. 

Jobes hardly ever attends a pro- 
fessional legit performance any- 
m@gre, though two years ago he 
saw “Miss Liberty” in New York. 
He doesn’t remember when he last 
saw a Broadway legiter before 
that, and never does he entertain 
the idea of giving show biz another 

. The modest salary that he 
earns in the postoffice means se- 
curity, and he's banking on it. He 
used to walk a daily 12-mile route 
in his mail deliveries, but now 
does seven miles, ever since de- 
ys were cut from two to one 
a 


Jobes gets four weeks of vaca- 
tion every year, and he tries to 
slot them at such times when he 
knows he’s doing a play in New 
London. His idea of a vacation is, 
actually, to act in the theatre. Over 
he has not only become 
ll known to the locals, but also 
who come 


Vacationing visitors from the 
Broadway theatre, or with thea- 
trical connections, have often vol- 
unteered to recommend him to 
Broadway managers, but Jobes, at 
age 57, always nods his head spec- 
ulatively and reaffirms a _ long- 
standing conviction: 

““Where could I ever have the 
security that I have now—and such 
wonderful vacations!” 


Lopert Preps 


Continued from page 7 


Mills, Phyllis 
Wanamaker, and “Lady Godiva 
Rides Again,” with Stanley Hol- 
loway and Paulette Stroud. Now 
lensing is “The Sound Barrier,” 
Starring Ralph Richardson. 

In preparation is “Gilbert and 
Sullivan,” which will start shoot- 


ing about Nov. 1, probabiy with 
Richardson Prepping for 
next year is Beauty,” 


dialog. 

a pe memerd yr 
- n 
U. S. in November. He'll stay 
the preem of the pic. Zoltan 
who directed and co-pro- 


“Cry” with Alan au- 


Paton, 
of the novel on which it was 
is due in New York next 


gE 





how many ducats found their way 





onday 


(10) with the print. 
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M-:G:M’s "AMERICAN 
IN PARIS!" js. 


Typical sample of ali trade paper reviews is this one from M. P. DAILY: 


(A Front Page Review) 


66 Nothing quite like M-G-M’s ‘An American In Paris 
has come from Hollywood. It has Gene Kelly’s finest 








op- 
. id 


performance, George Gershwin’s music, new faces and 


hen 
ville 
ino 


fine talents. May well mark a new milestone in film 





musicals. Entertainment with a capital E, 99 


M-G-M presents “AN AMERICAN IN PARIS" to the oamnatteisnmaimaine ng GENE KELLY andi cre op ss ECA ~soaady hOSs aA mee te 4 e GEOR — 
GUETARY e Nina Foche Color by TRCDUNECT IAIN c Sener nd doeenaion tr dlandachabon reLyrics bylraGershw ° Dir ted by V oiled nell roduced by Arthur Freed | 


rtain 


: B 100% SOCK 
S|  [RTayaligex 

2 M:G:M’s “ANGELS 
= IN THE OUTFIELD!” 





d such 


ing little Donna Corcoran, ‘another Shirley Temple.’ 99 


J Typical sample of all trade paper reviews is this one from VARIETY: 
= 66 ‘Angels In The Outfield’ bids fair to be one of the year’s top 
a: grossers. Fine box-office outlook for this rip-roaring comedy 
oe fantasy, starring Paul Douglas, Janet Leigh and introduc- 
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the July tax figures, which became 
available last week. 

2. Drop in TV set sales, which! 
means that 4,000,000 or less instal- | 
lations will be made this year, in- 
stead of the 5,000,000 originally 
anticipated. 

3. Weakening of TV's impact in 
tele areas. 

3d Point Most Significant 

The third point, the most signifi- 

cant regarding the future of the film 


biz vis-a-vis tele, is indicated by 
the slowing-up of the falloff at the 
b.o. as the number of TV sets in- 
creases. This shows up cleariy on 
Dr. Gould's charts, giving what he | 
cails a “curvilinear” rather then a 
straight downward line for the re- 
lationship of TV saturation to b.o. 
dec'ine 


Where saturation is not so great, 
the b.o. attendance line descends 


in a steady curve ‘tthe 2-to-1 ratio) 
for each increase in the number 
of tele sets. However, as the satu- 
ration increases after the point 


where at least 50% of the families 


68% in Film Tax 

Film admission taxes ac- 
count for about 68% of the 
amusement tax receipts report- 
ed each month by the U.S. In- 
ternal Revenue Dept., Dr. Jay 
M. Govld, consulting econo- 
mist, estimated this week. In- 
dustry has generally assumed 
on a purely guesstimate basis 
that film admission levies com- 
prised about 85% of amuse- 
ment tax income. 

Gould arrived at his figure 
by comparisons of Federal re- 
ports with those of 150 cities 
and states that provide a 
breakdown of film admission 
taxes against overall amuse- 
ment tax income and with the 
1948 U. S. Census of Business 
data on pic receipts. 

———— ne 


are tele-equipped, the b.o. decline 
line begins to flatten out. 

Thus, Gould's indicators show the 
ratio is now 3-to-1 in saturated tele 
areas. He sees it eventually going 
to perhaps 4-to-1 and then the line 
even flattening out completely, in- 
dicating that no matter how many 
tele installations there are after a 
certain point has been reached, 
they won't further affect film b.o. 

“Two factors contribute to this 
phenomenon,” Dr. Gould said in 
discussing the figures with VARIETY 
this week. “They are that as the 
novelty of TV-viewing wears off, 
people start returning to the 
movies and, secondly, that there is 
an ‘irreducible audience’ for pic- 
tures. By that I mean a hard core 
of film fans who won't be deterred 
from their favorite entertainment 
by any other competing medium.” 

The economist is not the com- 
pleted optimist, however. He 
points out that 1952 grosses will 
be seriously affected if the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion freeze comes off new TV - 
tion building. In that case, the 
non-TV areas of the country— 
where his figures show grosses are’ 
above those of 1848—wiil become 
subject to the early stages of the 
2-to-1 ratio and the significant de- 
cline that forfends in film income. 

“One mitigating factor,” Gould 
said, “is that the areas where TV 
is already a significant factor (over 
20% saturatioy are the metropoli- 
tan ones that account for two- 
thirds of all film income. That 
means that the aréas still to get 
stations or many more sects can’t 
be effective on more than one-third 
of potential film earnings.” 

The Video Areas 

The video areas already 50% 
saturated include New York, Chi- 
cago, Philadelphia, Los Angeles, 
Washington and the surround- 
ing Delaware-Maryland territories, 
Boston, Baltimore, Cleveland and 
Cincinnati. 

Gould arrives at his statement 
that 1948 was the industry's “nor- 
mal year” by comparing grosses 
with sales of non-durable goods. 
He explains that he sought a norm 
via standard statistical methods of 
plotting the industry's grosses pack 
through the years before the war. 
and then searching for another in- 
dustry or group of industries whose 
experience followed a parallel 
curve. This proved to be non- 
durable goods sales. 

Thus, by continuing his p'ot on 
non-durable goods, he can tell 
where the film industry stands in 
relation to it. Chart shows that 


TV’s Impact on Films 


Continued from page 3 


from 1941 pe psec Ragan 
dually c above the norm 
ie until they hit a peak of 30% 
above what might ordinarily have 
been expected. In 1945 they be- 
gan coming down in comparison to 
the norm until 1948, when they 
were exactly on_ the line. 
Downward trend continued in 
1949 and 1950, when receipts were 
7% below what might have been 
anticipated from non-durable goods 
sales. “The 7% doesn't look too 
bad until vou break it down to TV 
and non-TV areas,” Dr. Gould 
points out. ' 
While biz had sunk by 11% in 
the tele areas, he said, it was actu- 
ally up 34% from the 1948 norm 
in non-TV territories. The trend 
has. continued on an even more 


accentuated seale during the first | 


two quarters of 1951. 
* Here are the figures by quarters: 
1950 TV areas Non-TV Areas 


ist quarter... —6% + 4% 

2d - .. —9 4 

3d * -. —15 +0 

4th a . —15 +6 
1951 

Ist ee .. —15 +2.5 

2d = .. —18.4 + 8.4 





New Brunswick (Can.) List 
Of Approved Films Folds 
Due to Local Dissension 


St. John, N. B., Sept. 4. 

Charges that a local women’s or- 
ganization placed too much de- 
pendence upon reviews of films in 
Parents’ mag as an aid in forming 
its own opinion, broke up a system 
here in which several groups co- 
operated with exhibitors in choos- 

|ing pictures. Prior to collapse of 

the plan, the participating units 
issued a list of approved films 
every week. 

Although no official explanation 
of the weekly list’s sudden dis- 
appearance has been given, it’s un- 
derstood that it’s lopoff stemmed 
from dissension among the groups 


| participating in the co-op plan. | 


| Those, representing the erstwhile 
majority entities in 
claimed that the Independent 
|Daughters of the Empire was as- 
suming more responsibility than 
it was entiiled to. 

Opinions of the LD.E. on pic- 
tures were not shared by a number 
of the cooperating groups, espe- 
cially exhibitors and distributors 
of product in this territory. Af- 
filiated with the I.D.E. in form- 
ing the unofficial censoring board 
were the Home & School Assn. and 
Catholic Women’s League. Femmes 
dominated the panel by a wide 
margin. 


7-Man Union Rep Team 
Set for Fund Committee 


A seven-man group of union reps 
was anpointed last week to a labor 





of Theatrical Stage Employees, as 
chairman, the panel will coordi- 
nate the Let gap of labor in con- 


months. 

Associated with Waish in the 
labor group will be Bud Collier, 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists; Henry Dunn, American Guild 
of Variety Artists; Herman Gelber, 
Local 306, Motion Picture Machine 
Operators; Sol Pernick, Local 1, 
Theatrical 
Reagan, Screen Actors Guild, and 
Sam Suber, Local 802, American 
Federation of Musicians. 





Nominate Four For 

Directorial Award 
Hollywood, Sept. 4. 

Four candidates were nominated 
by the Screen Directors Guild for 
selection of the best-directed film 
during the second quarter of 1951. 
They are: “Cyrano de Bergerac,” 
directed by Michael Gordon: “The 
Great Caruso,” by Richard Thorpe; 


and “Strangers On a 
Alfred Hitchcock. 

Previously only one vote was 
taken, with the picture highest on 
the list getting the award: Under 
the new procedure four films are 
nominated by primary vote before 
the final ballot, 





Goldman Sues Stanley 


For Theatre Repairs 
Philadelphia, Sept. 4. 
William Goldman Theatres, Inc., 
have thrown a new suit against the 
Stanley Corp. of America, this 
time in the city courts, asking $83,- 
588 in damages resulting from the 
Stanley company’s 20-year occu- 
pancy of the State Theatre, key 
West Phiily nabe. 7 
Mercantile & Theatres Proper- 
| ties erected the State in 1928. The 
house was leased to the Stanley 





the units, |# 


Protective Union; J. |: 


“Show Boat,” by George Sidney, 
Train,” by 


chain purchased the property on 
|May 31, 1946, and took over the 
theatre when the Stanley lease ex- 
pired. 

| The suit avers that the sum of 
| $83,588 was needed to repair dam- 


ages caused to the property while | 


the. Stanley Co. held it and that 
these damages were the result of 
negligence by the previous tenant. 


group for 20 years. The Goldman | 





| Briefs From the Lots 











| Hollywood, Sept. 4. 

| Arthur Franz drew the title 
role in Stanley Kramer's. “The 
| Sniper,” to be directed by Edward 
| Dmyiryk at Columbia . . . George 
| Murphy heading for Boston to star 
lin Louis de Rechemont’s “Walk 
| East on Beacon Street” .. . Metro 
lis releasing “The Light Touch” 
|after one preview, without further 
| editing or added scenes .. . Shel- 
|don Leonard joined the “Young 
!Man in a Hurry” cast at Metro... 


| Thomas Gomez plays a key role! 


|in Metro's Lana Turner starrer, 
“The Merry Widow” . . Wald- 


Krasna assigned Robert Mitchum , 


'as top rider in “Cowpoke” .. . 
| Paul E. Burns drew the Ebenezer 
role in Paramount's “Son of Pale- 


| face.” 


| Louis Cathern joined Danny 
| Kaye and Gene Kelly in Metro mu- 


| Sical, “The Adventures of Huckle- | 


'berry Finn” ... Nanette Fabray 
signed a Metro contract ahd was 
|assigned to costar with Fred 
| Astaire in an untitled timefilm to 
| be produced by Arthur Freed... 
| Richard Haydn is abandoning his 
| director career temporarily to re- 
| sume acting in “The Merry Widow” 
|at Metro .. . Howard Duff drew one 
lof the ‘op roles in “Steel Town” 
. .. Pier Angeli plays the 
femme lead in Metro’s “Autobahn,” 
to be preduced in Germany by 
Richard Goldstone Ludwig 


' 


screen bow in Stanley Krameér’s 
“High Noon” . . . Seott BR. Dunlop 
shifted his headquarters from 
Monogram to Motion Picture 


contract at Metro, starting with an 
ae comeey for Skelton 

‘. William 
Stephens to of all Coast 





REAGAN RENOMINATED 
AS PRESIDENT OF SAG 


Hollywood, Sept. 4. 
Ronaid Reagan was nominated 


liam Holden as first vicepresident. 
Others were: Walter Pidgeon and 
John Lund, for second and third 
veepees, respectively; Paul Harvey, 
recording secretary, and George 
Chandler, treasurer. 

Louise Beavers, Chick Chandler, 
Nancy Davis, De Camp, 
Frank Paylen, Robert Keith, Bud 
Linn, Cliff Lyons, Tyrone Power, 
Regis Toomey and Lurene Tuttle 
were nominated for three-year 
terms on the board of directors. 
George Murphy and Lyle Talbot 
were named for two-year terms, 
and Fredric Clark and Rhys Wil- 


} liams for one year. 





New Brocher Scarsdale, N. ¥. House 
"eo Brecher circuit opens its 


new P'aza Thea Scarsdale, 
N. Y., Sept. 12, -_ 





erate” has been labeled “vicious 
Gregory J. Markopoulos. 





. : es 
Editorial in the current issue of Films In Review which scored the 
film, “Trilogy,” shown last May at the University of N. Y., as “degen- 


and unfortunate” by its producer, 


“It is a film creator’s privilege,” - Marko- 
poulos stated, “to choose the subject which he feels will benefit man- 
kind; the subject which should be explored because it has not been 
explored in the medium, for instance, of cinema. 


If any creator in the 


arts is forbidden to choose a particular subject because of one reason 


or another, then the overall and 
| various arts is liquidated. 


other work. 


eternal conception of art and the 


“Those who are able to view beauty in a film will recognize beauty 
and be the better because of their power to see. 
to view degeneration will reconize degeneration in a film or in any 
But when a spectator deliberately confuses, and sets out 
to confuse the purpose ef what he or she thought were degenerate in a 
film, then that spectator is liable to his or her conscience. 


Those who are able 


The fact 


that a part of a film may deal with ‘decadence’ in order to show why 
decadence may exist, does not make the film itself decadent _or degen- 


erate.” 





A tall, red-headed minister with the appearance of a screen star 


ang the persuasive zeal of a Billy 


Sunday, is hitting the road making 


a pitch for the film industry in its current “Movietime U. S. A.” cam- 


paign. 


| He is Rev. Bill Alexander, pastor of the First Christian Church of 
Oklahoma City. A former Golden Gloves boxing champion, he worked 
his way through theological schools, and today is in constant demand 


as a speaker. 


Rev. Alexander has long had a love for show business. 


| interest in a drive-in theatre in 


He owns an 


San Antonio. Tomorrow morning 


| Theres Rev. Alexander will appear at the N. Y. area “Movietime” 
rally to be held at the RKO 58th St. Theatre. He also will address the 


meeting in Chicago Sept. 10. 





College graduation sequence in 


“Belles on Their Toes” at 20th-Fox 
will have 20 names from the silents on the set at one time. 


Players 


include Gertrude Astor, Pauline Garon, Stuart Holmes, Leah Baird, 
Cleo Ridgely, Richard Neill, Dorothy Phillips, Ann Luther, Vada Lee 
Heilman, Arline Pretty, Brooks Benedict, Jean Acker, Heinie Conklin, 
| Scott Seaton, Helen Foster, Lillian West, Ida Pratt, Colin Kenny and 


| Wilbur Mack. 











retroactive to films already com- 
‘pleted. This meant a 20% kick- 
| back, and the squawk started. 
French producers thought ts 
istrike a blow at government pres- 
|tige by pulling out entries at the 
| festival. However, fast parleys 
|and a promise to check over the re- 
| troactivity clause calmed the irate 
| producers. 
| Film aid measure was primarily 
designed to boost French producers 
who had made films that went over 
in foreign markets. A producer 
|who had a film that grossed big 
overseas could easily get the 35% 
subsidy for his next picture. It 
also applied to the lower-budgeted, 
locally-consumed films. 
Participating in the festival were 
Irene Dunne, who represented the 
Hollywood studios, accompanied by 
her husband, Dr. Francis Griffin; 
Leon Dayton, ECA Minister to Italy; 


embourg; John G. McCarthy, vice- 


1 president of the Motion Picture~ 


Assn. of America in charge of in- 
ternational affairs; film stars Gene 
Tierney and Joseph Cotten, and 
Italian government officials. 
Activity has perked considerably 
after a slowish start, and a further 
spurt is expected during the tradi- 
tionally hectic concluding weeks of 
the show, which ends Monday (10). 
Stars. in 


are showing up in increasing num- 
bers, and indications, bolstered by 
an impressive roster of top films, 
point to an all-round success for 
the Festival. 


Seriousness of Yank effort is also 


strongest 

years. Sock press and public re- 
ception were accorded “Ace in the 
Hole” (Par), considered prize ma- 
terial, with ovation following the 
screening; other Yank contenders 
have come off almost as well, with 
Pier Angeli’s performance putting 
over “Teresa” (M-G), Disney 
charming with “Alice in Wonder- 
land” and “Nature’s Half Acre,” 
and Gian-Carle Menotti’s “The Me- 
dium” (shown out of competition) 
registering strongly with Venetian 
publie and the 300 crix assembled 
here from all over the world. 


Forthcoming U. S. entries in- 
clude Kenneth McEldowney’s “The 
River,” plus “Streetcar Named De- 
sire” (WB), “Born Yesterday” 
(Col) and “14 Hours” (20th), the 
latter to be shown with both its 
tentative endings; public is to se- 
lect its preference in a prize con- 
test combined with the Vénice 
showing, with winning finale to be 
used in Italian distrib of pic. 

‘Teresa’ Controversy 

This year’s festival, an improve- 
ment over past years’ manifesta- 
tions, hasn't been spared the usual 
behind-the-scenes maneuvers inevi- 
table in such an international get- 





Italian Pic Wins 


Continued from page 2 





together. With the question of 
Metro's selection finally settled, 
following much controversy on 
“Teresa” after other choices had 
been ruled out, question has arisen 
as to why the Peter Lorre-directed 
German pic, “Der Verlorene” has 
been scratched from the list of 
entries after having been an- 
nounced. Lorre, now in Germany, 
is coming down personally to look 
into the question. 

New arrivals in Venice continue 
to find hotels jammed, and with 
weather holding well, room short- 
age is likely to continue for at least 
another three weeks, giving the 
city its longest, strongest season 
since the war. There is little for 
nighttime customers to choose 
from in way of nitery entertain- 
ment, with little name talent being 
featured in the local night spots. 
Orchestras in outdoor danceries 
are drawing well, however, and the 
Casino is»jammed nightly, with 
Bruno, top-ranking Italian dance 
combo, puiling them in. All other 
non-Festival nighttime biz is going 
to the few outdoor filmeries sprin- 
kled through town and patronized 
by lower-budgeted visitors. At the 


festival theatres, U. S. pix continue 
as the main draws, ful} houses 
marking all Yank dates so far. 










Distrib Costs 
Continued from page 3 =m 
000 contracts were sold by tele- 
phone. But for a long range pro- 
gram—no.” 
Bullish Trend te Stay 
The upward trend in business 


in | throughout the country should con- 


tinue, Rodgers believes, because of 
the increase in quality and quanti- 
ty of pix now hitting the screens 
and scheduled for release this fall. 

As for a policy on the company’s 
topper for the fall, “Quo Vadis,” 
Rodgers said details are still being 
argued at almost daily meetings. 
It is possiblé that other Loew’s 
theatres may book the film after 
the N. Y. twin opening at the Astor 
and Capitol theatres early in No- 
vember, but no general release 
date has been set, he said. 

Some exhibitor squawks about 
derstandable, when twe exhibitcrs 
bid on a picture and only one gets 
it, but under the present setup 
there does not seem to be a solu- 
tion, Rogers said. 

Rodgers explained that the com- 
pany now has approximately 500 
competitive bidding situations and 
possibly will have more, but the 
vompany does not hold that it is 
compulsory and only in rare cases 
ha the company asked for it. 

“Wherever possible,” he said, 
“we try for a division of our own 
pages, but that leads to squawks, 
00.” 


competitive bidding are easily un- 














ee 








Wednesday, September 5, 1951 VARIETY 23 | 








otreetear 
Named. 















“25 


si 
S 


arigatra b°% 


a 


ae 


HEL 





TT TE 
















AN wo ; 


ELIA KAZAN oon 


PRODUCED BY 


CHARLED K. FELDMAN 


i 








FOLLOWING | 
WARNER BROS: Ist 


ENGAGEMENT IN 
ATLANTIC CITY, f 


eh 
a 


ITOPENS IN 
NEW YORK 
AND. 

LOS ANGELES 


= oP. 19/ 










: STARRING % 
VIVIEN 
AND : 
BRANDO TENNESSEE WILLIAMS [ie ; 


BASED UPON THE ORIGINAL PLAY “A STREETCAR 





WAMED DESIRE.“ BY TENNESSEE WILLIAMS 
AS PRESENTED ON THE STAGE BY IRENE MAYER SELZNICK 


KIM HUNTER- KARL MALDEN 










fy % ELIA KAZAN WARNER BROS. 





: 43? Ay 





tt 
&TZER PRIZE AND % 
fa 
& 





es 
Mia ATs 


Wednesday, September 5, 1952 





24 PICTURES 
Kicks Off Agai 

On Annapolis Grid 

Washington, Sept. 4. 

Pair Television Practices Com- 
mittee, which is devoted to the job 
of fighting theatre TV, teed off 
again last week against the U. S.| 
Naval Academy although it was | 
disclosed that Annapolis plans a| 


well-rounded program of televising | 
its home games. 


In an exchaige of correspond- | 
ence, Vice Admiral H. W. Hill, | 
Commandant at the Academy. ex- | 
p'ained that all Annapolis home 
football games will go out over) 
CPS color TV. In addition, one | 
game, to be selected by the Na- 
tional Collegiate Athletic Assn.., | 
will be put out over a television 
network in black and white, and 
all other home games will be of- | 
fered for theatre teie on a circuit 
basis. Films taken of all games 
will also be screened the following | 
Sunday over the CBS web, and 
highlight films from the games 
will be on various mid-week sports 
shows. 

But Jerome W. Marks, chairman 
of the Fair Television Practices | 
Committee, didn't like it and wrote 
again to Admiral Hill: 

-“The list of te’evision partici- 
pations which you furnish impress- 
es this committee only in its length. 
Boiled down it means that a single | 
Navy game will be made available 
to national te evision audiences at 
the time the game is played. The 
telecasts in color are meaningless. 

“Motion pictures of the Navy 
games televised at a later date 
doubtless will have some merit but 
the quality ef excitement, which is 
the principal reason for watching 
sports events, will be lacking for 
anoyone who knows the results be- 
forehand. 

“We cannot therefore agree that 
the policies the Naval Academy is | 
following in regard to telecasting | 
of Navy football games will be of 
much benefit to hospitalized mem- 
bers of the Armed Services and 
other hospitalized persons, to say 
nothing of the public in general. 

“In this instance it is our belief | 
that the Naval Academy has acted 
as a private organization rather | 
than as a public institution with | 
the special responsibilities which 
fall upon the latter.” 


‘Movietime’ Gripes 


Continued from page 7 








pate in ‘Movietime U. S. A.,’ pay 
1/10th of 1% of his film rental ‘or 
whatever the assessment may be) 
toward its support and then be 
forced to play, during the cam- 
paign and after, only pictures of 
the type made available to him this 
summer because of extortionate 
film rentals and other onerous 
terms demanded by the distribu- 
tors for their occasional boxoffice 
hits and in addition to an active 
revival and intensification of many 
of the other trade abuses so obnox- 
ious and detrimental to his best in- 
terests?” 

Niles telegram read: 

“I am well aware that film rent- 
als are not a part of COMPO, but 
it is ironical that outrageous de- 
mands are being made here in Iowa 
and Nebraska for top product right | 
at the time the ‘Movietime’ cam- | 
paign is getting underway. We in- 
Allied know we need the campaign | 
and need it badly. We in Allied 
have done and will do everything | 
possible to make it a great suc- 
cess, but cannot you or someone | 
get the word to the big guns to call | 
off the dogs and curtail their greed | 
at least until the ‘Movietime | 
U. S. A.’ is over? 

“You and Arthur Mayer ‘exec | 
v.p. of COMPO) are doing a great | 
job and I personally hate to see all | 
your work and efforts being de- 
stroyed at the grass roots by avar- 
ice. What better answer is these j 
to that infamous article in Life | 
than top pictures on every screen | 
in the country with big audiences 
in attendance? But this is impos- | 
sible if exhibitors are unable to ne- 
gotiate for top pictures such as 
“Here Comes the Groom,’ ‘That's 
My Boy’ and ‘Capt. Horatio Horn- 
blower.’ 
Bathsheba’ Fox is violating the law 
by fixing admission prices so that 
not only the exhibitor is being 
gouged but the public as well by 








upped admissions.” 





just grew, he explained, oyt of 
monthly meetings of a group of 
lawyers who got to kicking around 
the idea of theatre tele depriving 
home viewers of fights, at the time 
of the Joe Louis-Lee Savold bout 
last June 15. That was the first to 
go exclusively to theatre TV. 


Popular Issue 


As soon as the first publicity re- 
lease hit the papers on the forma- 
tion of the new committee, Marks 
said he knew he had a popular is- 
sue in his bailiwick. He lives in 
Knickerbocker Village, a low-cost 
housing project in lower East Side, 
New York. TV set owners flocked 
around him to congratulate him*on 
the work he was doing on their 
behalf. ° 

That, and a flock of letters, en- 
couraged him to go ahead. He had 
made some study of the Federal 
Communications Commission 12 or 
13 years ago—which was one of| 
his reasons for his interest in the | 
whole subject—and he at once 
delved into further research. 

Marks emphasized that there's 
no truth to the varied rumors that 
the committee is being financed by | 
a network, sponsor, advertising 
agency or any outside group op-| 
posed to theatre tele. As a matter | 
of fact, he declared, while he’s had | 
phone calls and letters from.such | 


|outfits asking questions as to his’ 


stand or promising mora! support, 
he’s had only one actual ‘hint of | 
financial aid. It was from an out- 
ft which had special interest in| 
the matter. 

Marks admitted that the argu- 
ment against theatre TV “is a. 
weak one,” especially if it means | 
closed circuit transmissions, in 


which the theatres would lease tel-| tions, but “from here on in” the | 


ephone wires to carry their shows. 
He reiterated the committee's con- 
tention, however, that theatres 
have no right to exclusive air 
channels, since the theatres would 


| be operating for profit, whereas 
ithe FCC regulations specificaily 


state that the airwaves are to be 
reserved for the “public interest, 


|convenience and necessity.” 


“Actually,” he said, “we're 
against all subscription-vision, be- 
cause it has such wide ramifi- 
cations. If the networks discover 
that they can make more money 
than they can through selling their 
time to a sponsor what's to prevent 
them from turning over all their 
best programs eventually to some 
‘pay-as-you-see’ method? and when 
that happens, where will the poor 
set-owner be?” 

Marks admitted that the sports 
promoters have a point in their 
argument that unrestricted home 
televising of their events hurts the 


gate. But, he said, if there were | the medium. “As I 


no theatre TV or subscription TV, 
a way would be found of bringing 
these events to the public. The 
networks could trim their costs, he 
declared, and the sponsors could 
pay more mowey for the people to 
get these shows, since the shcews 
would play to a much wider au- 
dience. 

He said that his group could find 
no legal precedent for their fight 
and so would be going cold into 
the upcoming FCC hearings. He 
added that the committee may reg- 
ister with the Government as a 
lobbying agent, since the work it’s 
attempting to do may be inter- 
preted as an attempt to influence 
Federal legislation. 


Continued from page 7 


later by Harris, Upham & Co., New 
York Stock Exchange house. It 
stated: “The e group firmed 
up, presumr. sed on a story-in 
the Journal of Commerce to the ef- 
fect that attendance is on the up- 
swing and that the industry was 
laying plans for further boosts by 
promotional campaigns in the fall.” 

In addition to the Journal of 
Commerce yarn that came out of 
the luncheon, highly favorable 
stories appeared in the Wail St. 
Journal, N. Y. Herald Tribune, In- 
vestor’s Reader, and were carried 
by the United Press. J. of C. story 
at the top of page one was headed 


| “Movies Report Steady Upturn in 


Attendance.” It cited numerous 
figures given in the talks and in 


'a q. and a. period follow the 
In case of ‘David and | af i 


luncheon. Stories in other papers, 
while not given such prominence, 
were allotted considerable space 
and also had very upbeat headlines. 

Gallup siatement released this 
week to the financial editors and 


| companies 


“Man is a gregarious animal, and 
television is not going to change 
that ... It’s a safe bet that a large 
part of the population will seek a 
rendezvcus outside the home with 
lothers of their kind in a pleasant 
|and friendly atmosphere.” 


Story continues: “Dr. Gallup also 
points out that enjoyment of mo- 
tion pictures is rising steadily each 
jyear. This finding is based ~on 
| periodic surveys of the population 
|by Audience Research Institute to 
|measure the extent to which audi- 
}ences enjoy the individual pictures 
|they see. In this respect there has 
| been a steady increase in quality 
|of motion pictures since 1946. Au- 
dience enjoyment has risen steadily 
'to a new high in 1950-51.” 
“VARIBTY, an outstanding publi- 
| eation in the motion picture field,” 
the release adds, “states that a 
study of gross incomes of leading 
indicates that . 1951 
should produce revenues in excess 
of those for the preceding year. 
Highlights of the publication’s ap- 
praisal of current business condi- 
tions follow.” 





Yarn then summarizes at length 
the survey which appeared in 
VARIETY last week under the head- 
ing: “Early ‘51 B. O. Returns 
Bullish.” 






‘Go West’ TV 


Centinued from page 1 


among others. To allow for vaude, 
nitery, in-person, etc., commit- 
ments, some will be pencilled in 
for one or two New York origina- 


Coast will be “home base.” 

Cantor, for one, doesn't sub- 
scribe to the belief of some that, 
stripped of New York knowhow 
and the feel and excitement of the 
Gotham pulse, TV performances 
will lose in quality and spon- 
taneity. If anything, he is con- 
|vinced that video in general will 
benefit from the transition, 

New Talent Vistas 

He sees the opening up of new 
talent vistas (“already they're 
complaining about the same fa- 
miliar availabilities to be found in 
New York”). More important, he 





at Hollywood and Vine, with the 
inevitable celebs (Jack Benny, 
Burns & Allen, etc.) as passersby. 
“When you see this, you'll know 
what I mean by the new tempo 
and refreshing qualities that a 
Coast origination will invite.” 
“From a more personal stand- 
nea wt 


ee 
f 


many localities helping swell the 
total gross. The Bunin pic mostly 
did well in a few | keys, 
but faded when it ran into direct 
competition with Disney's film. 
“Capt. Horatio Hornblower” 
(WB). the spectacular picture that 
was produced in England, landed 
in fourth position, aithough out on 
release only three weeks. Popu- 
larity of Gregory Peck in the star- 
ring role, and word-of-mouth that 
tipped the sweep of the film, got 
this production rolling early. Fifth 
place went to “On Moonlight Bay,” 
another Warner picture. Origin- 
ally described by some exhibitors 
as just another musical, “Bay” 
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so strongly and quickly 
now termed a “sleeper” 
proportions by some circuit 


7 
“Meet Me After Show” (20th) 
attested to the sustained popular- 
ity of Betty Grable, as well as the 
current vogue for musical pix, by 
off sixth place. However, 
it does not promise to measure up 
as big as some Grable starrers, al- 
though doing big trade the first 

two weeks out in distribution. 
Pop-scale run of “Cyrano” (UA) 
lifted the Jose Ferrer epic to sev- 
enth slot. “Belvedere Rings Bell” 
(20th), not up to the draw of some 
of the earlier “Belvedere” films, 
still did well enough to finish 

eighth. 


Ee 





Ninth spot was captured by 
“Francis Goes To Races” (U). The | 
comedy started off in second posi- 
tion, and held to eighth place the | 
next week, but then ran into com- | 


(Col), “Rich, Young, Pretty” (M-| 
G) and “Tales 
| (Lopert), round out the Golden | 
Dozen for August. “Tales” was 
ninth in July. 


the month; “Convict Lake” (20th), | 
i“Ran All Way” (UA) and “Peking 
Express” (Par). 
Strong Potentials 
Numerous strong pix were just | 


led. Besides “Iron Man,” which 


ally in the future, “David and 
Bathsheba” ‘20th) and “Place in 
Sun” ‘Par) shape as certain win- 
ners this month. Although launched | 
only in N. Y., “David” is going at | 





petition for playdates from a batch | 
of strong new entries. “Sirocco” |a corporation can act only through 


of Hoffmann” | 


Runner-up pictures are “Frog- | Necessary 
men” (20th), whieh was sixth in | further proceedings or consolida- 
‘July; “Iron Man” (U), which just | tion of other applications pending 
started out the final two weeks of | 


| likely will be heard from addition- | 


UPT-ABC Merger 


Continued from page 4 


the use of motion picture films - 


and live talent. 

3. To determine whether the 
merger “would substantially lessen 
competition or tend to monopoly 
in any line of commerce, in any 
section of the country.” 

In his dissent to the consolidated 
hearing, Jones said there were 
“peculiar circumstances surround- 
ing the hearing for renewal of the 
old Paramount licenses and appli- 
cations” due to “involvement in 
anti-trust violations by Paramount 
Pictures Inc.” He went on to add 
that 21 officers and directors of 
Par were named co-defendants in 
the anti-trust case and raised the 
question of how many of them 
are now with the successor com- 
panies. 

Jones continued: “Inasmuch as 


its officers, directors and agents, 
it seems, at the very least, unrea- 
sonable to assume that these 
officers and directors are guiltless. 
Rather it seems imperative and a 
prerequisite to any 


before the Commission involving 
the proposed successors and as- 
signs of Paramount Pictures, Inc., 
that the staff of the Commission 


|should make a thorough study, 
|}analysis and organization of the 


information available to it relat- 


| being launched as the month end-/| ing to the key officers and direc- 


tors of Paramount Pictures, Inc. 


“Since the Commission has tra- 
ditionally held that when a licen- 


| see’s jegal qualifications are ques- 
| tioned, it will not approve the dis- 


position of its radio facilities until 
it finds the licensee qualified under 





|such a terrific clip the first three | the Act, it is clear that (1) the mer- 


weeks that it appears assured of ger applications of American 
high rating nationally. “Sun” reg¢| Broadcasting Co. and United Par- 
istered smash biz in the first two | amount Theatres and (2) the sub- 
weeks in both L. A. and San Fran-|sequent transfer of control of 
cisco, and teed off in sockeroo| WBKB. Chicago, from the merged 
style at the N. Y. Capitol. company, American Broadcasting- 

“His Kind of Woman” (RKKO)| Paramount Theatres, Inc. to Co- 
ranged from hefty to giant on its | lumbia Broadcasting System, Inc., 
first four initial playdates, being two steps and three steps respec- 
rated an unusually strong Robert | tively, removed from prerequisite 
Mitchum-Jane Russell vehicle. | determinations in the order adopt- 
“Jim Thorpe, All-American” (WB) | ed by the Commission Aug. 8, 1951, 
started out in sock fashion at the might well become moot.” 





N. Y. Astor. “Flying Leathernecks” | 
(RKO) did from powerful to smash 
trade on its first four dates, with 
the new John Wayne starrer shap- 
ing as another big potential hit. 


11,000 Exhibs 


Continued from page 3 


L. Mayer, executive veepee of the 
Council of Motion Picture Organi- 
zations, and Rev. Bill Alexander of 
Oklahoma City, will address the 


theatremen. The speakers will give 
details of plans for newspaper ad- 
vertising, radio exploitation, star 
tours, and other events, along with 
city and regional adaptations and 
extensions of the campaign. 


Industry toppers will join the 








Today (Wed.) O’Donnell will ad- 
dress exhibitors in Albany. Next 
Friday (7) he will speak in Pitts- 
burgh. Ned Depinet, COMPO 
prexy, will join O'Donnell and Rev. 
Alexander at a meeting in Chicago 
Sept. 10. 


1,500 Southern Exhibs in Pledge 
New Orleans, Sept. 4. 
More than 1,500 theatreowners 
of Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas, 
Alabama and Florida voted Thurs- 
day (30) to contribute 5c a seat for 
expenses for the “Movietime 
U.S.A.” drive in the New Orleans 
exchange territory; drive-ins at the 
rate of 10c for each loudspeaker. 
Speakers at the meeting were 
Robert J. O'Donnell and Arthur L. 
Mayer. General chairman of the 
drive in this area is Levere Mont- 
gomery. 








Mo.-Illinois Rally 
St_Louis, Sept. 4. 

Organization of the “Movietime 
U.S.A.” campaign in Eastern Mis- 
souri and Southern Illinois was 
perfected yesterday (Mon.) at a 
meeting of 650 exhibitors and dis- 

tribution representatives. 
Speakers were Robert J. O'Don- 
nell and Arthur L. Mayer. Edward 
B. Arthur of Fanchon & Marco was 
was named area chairman; Her- 
bert Bennin, Metro branch man- 











‘Hornblow 


Continued from page 7 sz 


think of showy directorial projects 
which are off the commercial 
beam.” 

Hornblow admits having trouble 
in trying to define just what a 
film producer is. “It is a field 
filled with confusion because of 
the nomenclature.” he writes. “The 
word ‘producer’ is used in an 
extraordinary variety of ways. 
But, to come right down to what 
the person we are writing about 
is in his own mind and in the ac- 
tual function of his trade—he 
fabricates the product ... The 
reason why this group has taken 
an important factor in the growth 
of the motion picture industry is 
that they are men who are inter- 
ested in many -things. They're 
crazy about ‘ideas. They're on 
the hunt all of the time. This is 
the dominant factor of a success- 
ful producer. He's never out of 
business for a second.” 

Concerning the source of a pro- 
ducer’s ideas, Hornblow says: “For 
many years books and plays were 
an important part of the provender 
of the screen. We drew on books 
greatly — the classics, current 
books—stage hits ... That great 
well of material has begun to dis- 
appear ... By and large the mod- 
ern best-seller falls into two 
categories: either it’s a morbid 
kind which we don’t like because 
of its down-beat factor and be- 


cause we think the American pub- 


lie is a cheerful public not want- 
ing to be drepressed: and the 
other type of fiction which is rub- 
bish known as ‘bosom literature,’ 
the historical type that is really 
not fit for publication but seems to 
be curiously popular, sometimes 
perhaps because of its sheer 
29 

“The plays of America, of 
Bi oadway in particular, used to be 
of tremendous value in respect to 
what we could and would want to 
put om the screen. That is no 
longer true . . . Original stories for 
the screen become extremely -im- 
portant .. . Because of the paucit 
ef desirable submitted material, 
most studios are devising their 
own material—collaborative devis- 
ing, and this is perhaps the most 
exciting part of the producer's 
work today.” 
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Yes. November is a vital boxoffice month— 
with its three holidays: Election Day, 
Armistice Day, Thanksgiving. Paramount's 
three great November releases are the 
outstanding merchandise you need: 
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Lurie’s Interested 


In Rep, But Yates ; 


Sez He Won t Sell 


Louis R. Lurie’s anxiety to move 
into the film business was further 
underlined this week with the dis- 
closure he was one of the key fig- 
ures showing interest in acquiring 
control of Republic. Louis B. May- 


er would have been associated with | 


him if a deal had gone through, it’s 
said. 

Lurie is the San Francisco real 
estate operator who headed 


Jack and Albert Warner. Last-min- 
ute hitch developed and negotia- 
tions were abandoned. His next bid 
was for Howard Hughes’ shares in 
either the RKO picture or theatre 
companies, or both. Hughes nixed 
a deal. 

There is no indication at all that 
Herbert J. Yates, Rep prexy, would 
consider selling his controlling in- 
terests. Yates, in the past, has re- 
peatedly denied that he ever had 
any intentions of parting with his 
stock. He restated that attitude 
upon his return to N. Y. from Eu- 
rope last week. “Republic shares 
owned by me and my friends are 
not for sale at any price,” he de- 
clared. 

Yates added a personal note on 
Mayer, saying: “However, if I had 
any idea of selling my stock I 
would be very glad to sell it to Mr. 
Mayer as I consider his valuable 
experience in the motion picture 
industry and his ability as an ex- 
ecutive equals any operator in the 
industry and tops most of them.” 


| Rep in TV 
~~ Continued from page 3 = 


have tremendous value, however, 
when they are freed. 

One of the most interesting as- 
pects of Yates’ estimate is that if 
it proves correct, Rep will earn con- 
siderably more from TV alone in 
the next three years than the pres- 
ent value of all of its outstanding 
common stock. Company now has 











out about 1,818,000 shares. They've | 


_been selling recently at $4.25. 
Their total valuation on that basis 
would be about $8,000,000. 


Thus, if Yates’ estimate comes 
true, the stock would undoubtedly 
prove a bonanza, going on a divid- 
ed-paying basis and greatly appre- 
ciating in value. Wall St. has al- 
ready been very much cognizant 
of the potential value to TV of 
film libraries owned by minor com- 

nies, and offers are said to have 

en made of as much as $10 to 
.$12 per share for Rep stock, 


No Distrib for ‘Fabre’ 
Until Ready for Showing 


No distribution for “The Amaz- 
ing Monsier Fabre” will be sought 
until the film is ready for screen- 
ing, producer Walter Futter said 
in New York last week. Pic was 
made in France simultaneously in 
two versions, French and English, 
by a bilingual cast. It is similar in 
this respect to “Mr. Peek-a-Boo,” 
siarring French comic, Bourvil, 
which United Artists is about to 
send into release. 

Biog of Fabre, French naturalist, 
was made from a screenplay by 
Jack Kirkland. Henri Diamant- 
Berger, who co-produced the two 
versions with Futter, was in New 
York last week to supervise some 
finai technical work. Some of the 
feotage on insect life is being shet | 
now and some is from the extensive | 
library owned by Futter. 

A three- to four-month publicity 
campaign is planned prior to 
screenings and seeking a release, 
Futter said. Hal Horne, former Dis- 
ney and 20th-Fox pub-ad chief, has | 
been employed for the buildup | 
process. 





Saratoga Names Burke 
Saratoga, N. Y., Sept. 4. 
Harry A. Burke, city manager 
for Saratoga Theatres, Inc.—con- 
trolled by the William E. Benton 


the | 
combine which recently sought to) 
buy out the stock owned by Harry, | 


Nathanson Joins Liberty 
Unit’s Exit From Par 


Mort Nathanson’s exit as public- 
ity manager at Paramount again 
spotlights the not-so-long-lived na- 
ture of the Par-Liberty Films deal 
of 1947 so far as a good,portion of 
Liberty’s personnel were con- 
| cerned. 
In a straight stock swap, Par ac- 
quired the services of Liberty top- 
pers Frank Capra, Sam Briskin, 


| 





WB to Seek Another 
Stabilization Setup 


Warner Bros. reportedly will 
seek another tender of its out- 
standing stock early next year in 
furtherance of its ea 
fiscal stabilization policy. Com-| 
pany has recently bought up over | 
1,000,000 shares via a request for | 
tenders and by buys on the open | 


- 
William Wyler and George Stevens. | market. 


E. K. O'Shea, Liberty's sales chief, | 


and Nathanson, unit’s publicity di- 
rector, also made the switch. 


time ago. Stevens, upon comple- 
tion of his current production, 
| “Shane,” 


‘company. Wyler told VARIETY re- 


that has no plans. 


tivities. O'Shea is firmly 

|v.p. of Par Distributing Corp. 
Nathanson’s resignation becomes 

effective Sept. 14. Successor has 


| wait about six months before an- 


Capra bowed off the P..r lot some | Such a request entails asking any 


aiso will split with the | Company's treasury for purchase. 


cently he has two more films to| shares may be tendered will be 
make under his pact but beyond|set at the time the move is an- 
Briskin is re- | nounced. 
|maining with Par but for reasons | market quote at that point. There 
of health has cut down on his ac- | was a top of $15 on the tenders due 
set as | Aug. 
/ were acquired by WB at an aver- 


vet to be selected by Jerry Pick- | 


man, Par’s ed-pub head. 





Foreign Coin 


Continued from page 3 jae 








when domestic earnings are gen- 
erally sluggish and corporate tax 
rates are stepping up. It’s hoped 
these two adverse factors can be 
offset by the spurt abroad. 


New Importance 





| foreign market also is having a 
| strong bearing on domestic produc- 
| tion economics. Producers, who 
had looked abroad for about one- 
| third, or less, of their total income 
| on pix, have revised their rev- 
i“ formula upward. 


| the 


Wall St. reports are that WB will | 
nouncing the next tender request. 


holders of Warner shares who so 
desire to submit their stock to the 


A ceiling price*~at which the 


It will hinge on the 


16, when 1,015,900 shares 


age of $14.76 per share. } 


Between now and the next re- 
quest for tenders, company is also 
expected to buy up some shares on 
open market. Stock is now 
selling at about $14.25. 

How many open market shares 
are purchased and how soon the 
next tender is sought will hinge on 
speed with which WB unloads real 
estate and other assets, as well as 
the theatres it is required to divest 
under the consent decree _ into 
which it entered with the Govern- 
ment in the antitrust ease earlier 





this year. 


Newly added importance of the | 


Metro, for example, is now re-_ 


basis. This means 60" of its over- 
all revenue is figured to come from 
the domestic market *U. S. and 
Canada), with the balance of 40°) 
coming from abroad. 

| The Exsropean continent prom- 
ises to yield a total of $35,000,000 
to the American outfits this year. 
In addition to improvements in 
France and Italy, the companies 
now are drawing substantial money 
from Germany. This has been 
coming via the Economic Coopera- 
tion Administration, which guaran- 
tees certain amounts of convert- 
ibility, and with the film outfits’ 
direct sale of reichsmarks in N. Y. 
While the official exchange rate is 
23.8c. per unit of the German cur- 


| 
| 


ported to be operating on a 60-40 


As coin comes in under Warners’ 
new policy of ridding itself of all 
assets not directly required for | 
operation of its production-dis- | 
tribution-exhibition activities, it | 
will be plowed into the capitaliza- | 
tion reduction program. Sales of | 
important theatre properties will | 
contribute heavily to the amount 
of spare cash available. 


Aim of cutting quantity of out- | 
standing stock is to strengthen the 
company financially. \ction is! 
commensurate with the drop in! 


|} earnings expected whea divorce- | 


' 
} 
| circuit income. 





ment shears the firm of its theatre 
It will enable it | 
to maintain its $1 dividend rate, it | 
is hoped, since wih fewer shares | 
out, smaller earnings will cover the 
divvy. 





July-Aug. Period Dull On | 
’ Pix Stock Transactions 
Washington, Sept. 4. 


Period from July 11 to Aug. 10 
was one of dullest in years for in- 


| 


Tender Next Year In | 


rency, the U. S. companies can ped- | side stock market transactions by 
die reichsmarks, which they can-| motion picture execs, according to 
not convert officially, at about 14c ‘the monthly report of the Securities 
in N. Y. and Exchange Commission. 

Latin America will provide the! Abraham Schneider, of Colum- 
American distributors with about | bia Pix, purehased 100 shares of 
$17,000,000 this year. There's a the studio's no-par common, giving 
possibility Argentina might con- | him a total of 7,866 shares. He also 


tribute some revenue under a new | owns warrants for 12,500 shares of 
pact with that country. But if this 


Amusement Stock Quotations 


For the Week Ending Tuesday, Sept. 4 


Weekly Weekly Weekly Tues. Net 
Vol.in High Low Close Change 
100s for week 

N. Y. Stock Exchange 
OR ea See 42 1214 11% 121% + le 
ae ae 55 2954 2814 2918 78 
Ck a 8 cae Gee : arr. e 64 298 28 29% -1 
oe aes. eee 18 138 12% 1318 + o% 
Re 25 + och nied) 20 08 257 17'2 1658 17% + le 
PATOMOGE Didiccccsccecs 221 27'2 2478 272 2° 
ee AA 379 2234 2134 228 + Ig 
RKO Ns shes 66 6 5448 193 378 35s 378 ly 
RKO Theatres........... 186 4°& 334 4 lg 
SEE . wiv. Voeccecesscs 278 4>8 4's 458 38 
Sa, .cessa0es 00s. din 13 10°83 101% 10% 14 
ge 136 20°28 1912 203% lig 
ee, eo Pncgeee oe uA 228 20%8 1958 2018 14 
eg ae ee es 81 107g 10° 105s le 
Se eee 3 5842 5712 57)2 — 8% 
Warner Bros... 151 1458 14% 1412 14 
N. Y. Curb Exchange 
MOMOGTAM ...... 0... ieee 42 378 35% 334 1 
Technicolor 19 20 195% 20 ts 
Over-the-counter Securities Bid Ask 
+” Re See. eee at ee eee 338 s 
le aa eee ee ery 3% 378 
oF i. re erri ir) Tree 7 8 
Walt Disney .... vee ey eee 91% 10% + 5% 


(Quotations furnished by DREYFUS & CO.) 


I Mpls. Indie in Test Suit 
5 Mags Ready | To Determine Pic Co. Right 


To Force Exhibitor Bid 


Minneapolis, Sept. 4. 


‘ | A test suit to determine a film 
- Jack Sayers. ‘company’s right to require an ex- 
of Look’s Coast office, is in N. Y. | nipitor to bid competitively for 
for huddles with film execs on that | product has been filed in Federal 
publication's upcoming special sec- ee = bows — ag _ 
, _|Mans independent circuit, has 
tien regarding the'teade, He'll} . - {brought the action against Metro, 
pervise the full coverage which which refuses pictures to its Rich- 
Look will give. ‘field, local suburban house, unless 
Goldwyn’s comments concern beg 4 eS for —_— 
roduction and television pri- |!" the earlies ay slot agains 
Seale. He concedes TV is a com- oa —_ — subur- 
petitor but insists there’s a solid |5#" theatre, the Edina. 
future for film-makers who'll con-| In the suit, Mans raises the 
tinue to have outlets for their points that the Edina, being five 
product in theatres, as well as via imiles distant from the Richfield, 
TV. In this respect, Goldwyn hints | actually isn’t a competitor; that 
big possibilities in subscription TV. |the Edina is not even a 28-day sit- 
In any event, according to advance |uation regularly, but, instead, is 
word on his article, the producer |classified as having 25 days avail- 
states theatres will remain in busi- | ability, and that other distributors 
ness. |here are servicing the Richfield 


|without competitive bidding. He 
f bilawing. = — es seeks to restrain M-G from continu- 

















Continued from page 3 
upcoming program with pic layouts | 
and a running story. Mag aiso wiii 
report on future production and 
exhibitor operations. 





| the state of: the biz, was-the -same 710#-Lhe_sales policy and to have it 


ordered to supply the Richfield its 
product without competitive bid- 
ding. He also seeks damages, the 
amount to be determined by the 
court. 

On its part, M-G contends that 
the consent decree compels it to 
call for competitive bids when two 
such theatres as the Richfield and 
Edina both seek the first 28-day run 
on the same picture. 

At the same time, Ben Fried- 
man, Edina owner, declares that 


weekly in its letters-from-readers 
department in the issue dated Sept. 
3. which was on the stands last 
Thursday (30). 

Life printed five letters, twa of 
which more or less agreed with the 
appraisal, and three which dis- 
agreed. Latter included one from 
Arthur L. Mayer, as president of 
the Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations. This was severely cut; 
it offered only a sketchy mirroring 
of industry conditions. 








materializes the amount would be 
relatively small, thus is not in- 
cluded in the estimates. 

Far East's $8,000,000 

Far East will provide about 
$8,000,000 this vear and Australia- 
New Zealand will yield about 
$7,000,000. Australia represents 
the only important area where 
there has been a drop in income. 
Only explanation offered is there's 
simply been a drop in theatre busi- 
ness. 

Down Under country has a 
formula governing the amount o 
dollar convertibility of earnings, 
| based on the peak film income of 
| 1946. Because of the slump of 
| current business there's conse- 
quently 0 restrictions, in effect, 
on converting. 





‘the common, Harold J. Mirizch, one 
of the group which has moveé in on 
Monogram, reported that during 
February, April and May he bought 
1,200 shares of Mono’s $1 par com- | 


mon, on the national org’s board. The 
'« John G. Eidell, member of the 'third which took issue with Life 
board of Universal Pictures, noti-| and appeared last week was by 
fied SEC that last April he sold! J. P. Adler, president of Adler The- 
1,000 shares of U $1 common; this | atre Co., Marshfield, Wisc. 
left him with 5,475 shares of the| Other two letters were com- 
stock. plaints about films from persons 
Harry Brandt came through with | Whose signatures were not asso- 
the information that in June his — with the business. They 
Brandt Foundation made three rapped “rotten double features” 
| gifts, totaling 800 shares of Trans- | and “overrated mediocre pictures.” 
lux $1 common, to the Wiltyk | 
| School. Foundation still has 1,200. 
Brandt owns 101,015 shares in his 
,own name. His wife has 1.400 
| Shares and his Marday Inc., trust 
another 17,700. 


Also used, but similarly edited 
“almost beyond recognition,” was 
a letter by Jack Kirsch, former 
president of Allied States Assn., 
who now reps North Central Allied 












Mayer’s Exit 


Continued from page 3 eee 





estate and Walter A. Reade—was 


unexpected appointed by the City, moted to the branch manager’s| gene B. Rodney. 
Council last week as Commissioner post 


of Public Safety to fill the unex- 


pired term of Dr. Arthur J. Leon-, 


ard, who resigned Aug. 22. 


| salesman in Denver. 


Atherican outfits figure on a 


total of $8,000,000 from miscel- ; 
| Rep’s 25c Divvy 


laneous sources. This includes 
such territories as South Africa and 
Spain ‘sonie films are sold to Foltowing a meeting held at the 
Spanish interests in N. Y.) and |company’s New York homeoiiice 
i6m rights. The U. S. Army con-|last Thursday (30), Republie Pic- 
tributes about $2,000,000. ‘tures board declared a 25c divvy 
Growing slim as a source of per share on preferred stock. 
money from the world market is| Melon is payable Oct. 1 to stock- 
the Motion Picture Export Assn. holders of record as of Sept. 12. 
Revenue from MPEA this year is 
— at Pn sagen mainly WHITE HOUSE PIC 
coming from Japan, Austria and Hollywood, Sept. 4. 
Yugoslavia. | White House in Washington, 
= D. C., forms the background of 
GILLIN UPPED BY U “36600 Pennsylvania Avenue,” to be 
Donald Gillin, Universal sales-| produced by Cavalier Pictures, 
man in Los Angeles, has been pro-| headed by Robert Young and Eu- 














in Seattle, replacing L | Fiim, based on a drama by Sid- 
George DeWaide, resigned. mney M. Bidwell and Frederick M. 
Gillin joine@ U in 1949 as a Frank, is slated to start in Novem- 


' ber. 





of Republic, but Rep’s Herbert J. 
Yates denics it. Mayer has taken 
offices in Beverly Hills, but execpt 
for “purely political” trip east and 
racehorse buying spree, his activi- 
ties are shrouded in secrecy. 
Despite his departure, Mayer 
maintains a heavy financial stake 
in Metro. He has an estimated fu- 
ture revenue of $2,500,000 under a 
contract whereby he collects 10°) 
of net distribution profits on all pix 
made up to termination of his con- 
tract Aug. 31, including those half- 
completed at that time, as well as 
10% of value of, any stories of such 
films which may be reused or sold. 
Long-reported exit was officially 
announced last June. Behind ter- 
mination of the association was a 
recurrent rift between Mayer and 
Nicholas M. Schenck, Loew's prexy. 


distributors are “crucifying” his 
Edina by refusing to grant it 28- 
day availability. He charges dis- 
crimination. 


Asks 366G Damages 
For Defunct Chi House 


Chicago, Sept. 4. 

| An antitrust case which goes 
' back to 1933 to cite alleged injuries 
under the old Chicago release sys- 
tem was filed last week in Chi 
Federal Court for $366,C90 treble 
|damages. Suit was filed by attor- 
ney John F. Sullivan on behalf of 
the Langley Theatre, which is now 
out of operation. 

Theatre. asks damages to cover 
the period 1933 to 1943, reportedly 
over-riding the statute of limita- 
tions under the Paramount decree, 
which suspends other existing stat- 
utes of limitation if it’s held ad- 
missible in court. 

Named in the charge are the 
eight major films companies, Bala- 
ban & Katz and Warner Theatres. 


RCA Names Bennett 


Camden, N. J., Sept. 4. 

Martin F. Bennett, RCA theatre 
sales representative in the eastern 
region, has been named manager of 
the theatre equipment sales section 
of the RCA Engineering Products 
department. 

Bennett succeeds J. F. O'Brien, 
recently promoted to the post of 
sales manager of KCA’s Theatre, 
Visual and Sound Section. Prior 








to joining RCA in 1946, Bennett 
was supervisor of sound proje~ 
tion for Warner Bros. Theatres in 





the New York area for 14 years. 
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gory of what these execs have la- 
beled “TV-proof theatres.” 

Latter appellation arises from 
the conviction that the speciatized 
houses get a discriminating-type 
audience that won't be wooed by 
tele. These patrons are chooscy 
about what they go to see, even in 
the specialized theatres, but they'll 
travel far out of their way to view 
a film they think they'll like. 
are not the casual cinemagoers who 


easily fall for substitute entertain- | 


ment just because it is easier and 
cheaper to see. 
Siudents of both the 


been anxious to see the specialized 
theatres develop. Interest of those 
whose worry is film quality see the 
new type houses opening the way 
to the end of attempts to make 
every picture please every type of 
audience. ° 

This effort at planning every film 
to be attractive to every theatre- 
gocr, no matter what his age, sex, 
interests or intellectual level, has 
long been felt to be one of the 
hurd'es that has most hurt the 
quality of Hollywood's output. On 
the other hand, every producer 
had to keep this aim of generaliza- 
tion in mind because he could 
hardly come out with a profit other- 
wise. 


‘Arties’ Stress Films 


Continued from page 5 


They | 


aesthetic 
and the business side of pix have 





| Problem was—and still is, for 
| that matter, since the overall num- | 
'ber of specialized houses is still | 
small—that he hadn't a _ large 
enough group of theatres that | 
|would throw off sufficient film 
rental for offbeat pix to make them 
|pay. The answer is now just start- 
| ing to be found in small houses 
| with low nuts that can keep a pic 
‘for a long run. They can give a 
specialized film tremendously more 
rental than many times their num- 
ber of big, expensively-operated 
houses. 


N. Y. as Example 


Change in the artie field is best 
evident in New York. On the 
quantitive side is the fact that 
there will be 13 art theatres first- 
runs in Manhattan this fall. ‘Call- 
ing them “art theatres” is more a 
convenient handle than an accurate 
description now, since most of the 
product is not “artie,” but merely 
specialized.) 

With that number of houses, vir- 
tualiy every offbeat pic with any 
promise at all can find a showcase. 
if it proves it has the stuff in the 
initial run, it can go on to subse- 
quents and similar houses in other 
cities, or even jump the line from 
art houses to regular circuit book- 
ings. 


Evidence of the switch of the 





' eign-made films in English. 


traditional arties to English-lan- 
guage films is best seen currently 
at the.World, N. Y. After years of 
exclusive showing of lingualers, atin 
theatre is now playing Columbia's " 

“Pick-Up.” The Paris, N. Y.,|¢lusive Films in Britain are ac- 
which started out three years ago |counting for a number /of as 
showing French films exclusively, | Productions. Usually the Ameri- 
opens next week with United Art- can indie provides the story and 
ists’ “The River,” after recently a couple of Yank stars in such 
running the same distrib’s “Four | atrangements, with Carreras con- 
Men In a Jeep.” | tributing the studio facilities and 

The 55th Street has recently. had | technicians. 

an Irish travelog and now has a| Early this year Alexander Paal 
double-feature reissue, “Man of | made “Cloudburst” with Exclusive, 
Aran” and “Edge of thé World,” |and Julian Lesser turned * out 
both in English. Such recent ad-| “Whispering Smith Investigates. 
ditions to the art film field as the | Robert L. Lippert recently com- 


‘Trans-Lux houses at 52d St., 60th | pleted “Blonde Blackmail” and is 


St. and 72d St. and the Sutton are | committed to an annual program 
playing either British pix or for- | of my Npemtaes with the Car- 
reras hrm. 


Sutton, which closes a lengthy| Producer Mort Briskin leans 
run of “Kon-Tiki” this week, re- | toward Vienna as a film Jocale. He 


places it with “The Medium,” pro- | Wrapped up “No Time for F low- | 


but in English./ers,” Viveca Lindfors starrer, in 
which recently | the Austrian capital a few weeks 
ago and also made “The Magic 
Face” in the same area. Irving 


duced in Italy, 
Trans-Lux 60th, 
wound up 16 weeks of the Czech 
puppet film with English commen- 


tary, “Emperor's Nightingale,” | Allen is due to roll “The Gamma 
opens United Artists’ “Mr. Peek-A- | People” there shortly. 
Boo” soon. That was made in| Curiously, there are no Ameri- 


France, but in English. Cast was ican or British co-productions un- 
bilingual and two versions were! derway in Italy this summer in 
made at the same time. A simi- | contrast to the frenzied activity 
larly-pPoduced pic coming in a few of previous summers. Sole Italian 
months is “The Amazing Monsieur | pic aimed for the Yank market at 
Fabre.” An increasing number of | the moment, is “100 Lifthe Moth- 
such pix are in production in Italy | ers,” which  Leonide Moguy is 
and France, and undoubtedly will | currently producing and directing 
find their way te the specialized with Columbia International back- 
circuit in the U.S. i ing. 
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When Orson Welles returns from 
London, where he’s been finishing 
some chores on the soundtrack of 
|“Othello,” it’s expected that he'll 
} start “Capt. Noah” at the Scalera 
|studios. Picture will be made by 
Orson Welles Productions and the 
star will write, direct and appear 
in the venture. 
| Douglas Fairbanks’ Dougfair 
Corp. lensed its Bette Davis-Gary 
Merrill starrer, “Another Man's 
| Poison,” in England, and Fairbanks 
|plans to film “Knights of the 
| Roundtable” there around the end 
| of the year. Peter Rathvon'’s Mo- 
| tion Picture Capital Corp. partial'y 
| financed Marcel Hellman's British- 
imade “Happy Go Lovely.” 
| Kaufman’s ‘Pandora’ 
| Joseph Kaufman, in association 
|with Albert Lewin and Romulus 
| Productions, turned out “Pandora 
land the Flying Dutchman” in 
|'Spain. He and Romulus also did 
i“Lucky Nick Cain” on the Italian 
| Riviera for 20th-Fox release. 
|Benagoss Productions made “The 
Green Glove” on the French Riv- 
iera and expects to roll an un- 
titled yarn in France sometime this 
fall. 

Norma Productions currently has 
“The Crimson Pirate” underway 
| off the coast of Italy for Warner 
release. Burt Lancaster stars in 
the sea adventure. Peter Cusick, 
in cooperation wit French and 
British associates, made “Pardon 
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CONVENTION 
TRADE SHOW 


SEPT. 23-27 


HOTEL ASTOR 


NEW YORK 


T.0.A. 


My French” and “The Long Dark 
Hall” in England and France, re- 
spectively. 

Majors’ overseas film-making is 
relatively quiet as of the end of 
August. Metro has “Ivanhoe” be- 
| fore the cameras int England while 
{Warners is rolling “Where's 
| Charley?” in the same country. 
| 20th-Fox recently completed ‘‘De- 
| cision Before Dawn” in Germany 
and lensed scenes for “Five 
| Fingers” in Turkey. 

Meanwhile, Metro is prepping 
|“Sign of the Eagle,” which Hayes 
Goetz is slated to produce in Eng- 
| land. 20th, the most active of the 
| top Hollywood lots in the past in 
| point of pic-making abroad, has a 
| location unit in Argentina for “Way 
| of a Gaucho.” Company also has 
“Snows of Kilimanjaro” and “Dip- 
| lomatic Courier” in work in France. 
| RKO-Disney will soon launch “The 
| Robin Hood Story,” live-action 
| yarn, in Britain. 

















THE 1951 T.O.A. CONVENTION AND TRADE SHOW is the 
most important gathering of theatremen in many years. 


This will be a working convention, Every important topic relating 





to up-to-the-minute management, policy, operations and conces- 
sions will be discussed. An important feature of the convention will 
be the big Trade Show at which the manufacturers, dealers, con- 
cession merchandise and merchandising will be on display and 
where you can ta'kover, first-hand, your requirements and problems 
for the year ahead. A golden opportunity for both buyers and sellers. 


An elaborate program of entertainment has been arranged by the 
convention committee and will feature the T.O.A. Showboat trip up 
the historic Hudson River (hosted by Coca-Cola), lunches, ‘theatre 
parties, fashion show, broadcast studios, the big banquet and 2 
special program for the ladies. 


ALL EXHIBITORS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND REGARDLESS 











OF AFFILIATION. THIS IS ACONVENTION TO HELP SOLVE 
THE PROBLEMS OF ALL EXHIBITORS AND THE BUSENESS 
AGENDA WILL COVER EVERY SUBJECT OF CURRENT AND 
COMING IMPORTANCE. 


For information 





IMPORTANT TOPICS 
FOR DISCUSSION: 


® Know your industry. 
® Distributor-exhibitor 
public reiations. 


© Government regulations on 
supplies, shortages, etc. 
© TV and Theatre TV. 


© Legislation, national, state 
and local. 


© Concessions. 

© 16 mm. competition. 
® Theatre Equipment. 
® Consent Decree. | 
e And many other vital subjects! 











Part of Republic's “The Quiet 
Man" was filmed in Ireland this 
summer, and prexy Herbert Yates 
recently disclosed that the com- 
pany will make a Judy Canova 
starrer in Britain as well as one 
in which John Wayne will have 
the top role. Monogram, although 
not lensing features entirely on 
its own abroad, may participate 
in joint ventures with Japanese 
and German companies. 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 6 


Der Verlorene 

write this offbeat picture of moral 
dilemma and punishment. Down- 
beat story, arty treatment and fine 
technical aspects and _ thesping 
slant this for slotting in special 
U. S. situations. Expressionistic 
handling plus a mixture of melo- 
dramaties make the film a bit im- 
plausible but film has the Lorre 
name to help sell it. 

Story concerns a German scien- 
tist during the war who learns that 
his fiancee has been selling the 
resulis of his secret research to 
the enemy. In a moment of tem- 
porary instability he murders her. 
It is hushed up and passed off as 
suicide due to his importance in 
the war effort. The scientist then 
goes into a psychosis in which he 
kilis women reminding him of his 
dead fiancee 

He attempts to slay the Gestapo 
agents involved in the expose, but 
faiis. Declared dead in an air raid, 
he changes his name and becomes 
a doctor in a refugee camp. Meet- 
ing the surviving Nazi, he recounts 
the story, judges himself, kills the 
Nazi and commits suicide. 

Lorre has directed in firm style 
with much care to detail which at 















and reservations: 


T.0.A, CONVENTION COMMITTEE - 
1501 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY, N. Y. 











times obscures the character moti- 
vation. Film has a ponderous ait 
of finality about it. Editing keeps 
a fine coherence between present 
and flashback in the telling of the 
story. Peter Lorre turns in a bril- 
lantly modulated acting chore as 
the tortured doctor who finally 
finds peace in murder and suicide. 
Re nder of cast turns in fine bits 
of acting though most of players 
are relegated to cameo bits. Film 
will need some heavy bally to put 
it over. Mosk. 
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Clips From Film Row 


1 field, Ill., back after visit to Mayo 


NEW YORK 


Charles Simonelli, manager of 
Universal’s eastern ad-pub depart- 
ment, and Jeff Livingston, eastern 
ad manager, left for the Coast over 
the weekend for confabs with ad- 
pub veepee David A. Lipton. They 
will be gone a week. 

Henderson M. Richey, Metro’s 
exhibitor relations chief, will ad- 
dress the Illinois Women’s Press 
Assn. in Chicago Sept. 21. 

Realart Film Exchange of New 
York, Inc., opened yesterday 
(Tues.) in the Film Center Bidg. 
Al Broder is prez, Carroll Puciato 
is veepee-treasurer and Jack Bell- 
man sales manager. 

Elizabeth Eisenhart, 20th-Fox 
magazine contact, last week was 
elevated to newly-created post of 
special publicity contact, assisting 
Stirling Silliphant, publicity man- 
ager. 

Cresson E. Smith, who resigned 
his RKO exec’s post a few yeafts 
ago to go into business for himself, 
has returned to the company as 
acting western district manager. 
He’s substituting for Herb Mc- 
Intyre during the latter’s current 
illness. 


CHICAGO 


Ercyclopedia Britannica Films 
has purchased assets of Instruc- 
tional Films, Ine., including a li- 
brary of 25 pix which will be sent 
into distribution. 

Balaban & Katz has trimmed kid 
admissions to a uniform 9c at its 
key southside houses. 

Capitol Films’ assistant booker 
Alfred Blumfet seriously ill in 
vets hospital, Hines, Il. 

* As a result of their indictment 
by a Federal Grand Jury recently, 
most ozoners here have abandoned 
single-feature _ policy. Drive-In 
Theatre and Four-Screen drive-in 
are dualing for the first time in 


their history. ; 
Monroe Theatre, indie 1,000- _—,* embark in business for 
seater, outbid rival McVickers,| Harold (Hal) O’Day appointed 


B&K 2,200-seater, for a two-week 
ride with “Show Boat.” House 
will crack the nut via a 16¢ admis- 
sion boost. 

Con Jovan, son of James Jovan, 
vet exhibitor here, has been upped 
to rank of corporal in Korea. 

Balaban & Katz, reportedly for 
first time in its history, will use 
trailer advertising from nearby 
merchants in its northside houses. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Minnesota Amus. Co. (United 
Paramount) launched its Septem- 
he : diss ite bl Mite” citcally 

era g g , spec 
mentioning “That’s My Boy,” “Ta 
Target,” “David and Bathsheba,” 
“Jim Thorpe” and “Belvedere 


—— Bell.” 

arilyn Walker, daughter of 
Marion Walker, Minnesota Amus. 
Co. city manager at Minot, N. D., 
chosen as “Miss North Dakota.” 
Her dad will accompany her to 
Atlantic City pageant. 

Ev. Seibel, Minnesota Amus. Co. 
ad-publicity head, on tour of South 
Dakota situations to contact news- 
paper publishers and editors, on 
circuit’s “Greatest Movie Season” 
drive. 

Local Paramount branch broke 
all previous records in playdates 
for Paramount Week. 


ST. LOUIS 


Avenue Theatre, East St. Louis, 
padlocked by U. S. Internal Rev- 
enue Dept. last May 24 for failure 
to pay $23,799 delinquent taxes, 
has been sold to Sanford Rutten- 
berg, Chicago investor. House 
may be relighted. 

Martin T. Atkins, who sold the 
Idaho, Summer, Ill., to Ralph 
Clark several years ago, will e 
over operation of house now that 
Clark has been called into service. 

William Weiss, for 14 years sales- 
man here for Republic, joined 
Screen Guild Productions. Will 
travel same territory. 

George Kerasotes, general mana- 


clinic. 

Picketing halted at St. Charles, 
Mo., ozoner after satisfactory pact 
was made with the newly organized 
projectionists’ union there. 

Four St. Louis county ozoners 
joined in playing first-run pix day- 
and-€ay-date, a policy inaugurated 
late last season for outstanding 
films. Current pic is “Warpath.” 
The ozoners are the Airway and 
Manchester, controlled by Phil 
Smith, of Boston, the Ronnie, 
owned by Fred Wehrenberg estate 
and North drive-in, owned by 
Clarence Kaimann and Wehren- 
berg estgte. 


DALLAS 


Horace Falls purchased an inter- 
est in the Leen Theatres with Toad 
Leon. lls is film buyer for the 
Phil Isley Theatres and will con- 
tinue in that post. ’ 

Woodlawn and Laurel Theatres, 
operated at San Antonio by the In- 
terstate Theatre Circuit since 1945, 
bought by Tom Sumners, owner of 
Josephine Theatre also in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Price trans- 
ferred to Dallas, where they will 
manage the Grove Theatre. They 
formerly managed the Round-Up 
drive-in at Angleton. 

O. Z. Horton named manager of 
the Creighton and Liberty at Con- 
roe for the East Texas Theatres Co. 
Albert Bagley, formerly manager 
of the Liberty, goes to a new post 
on circuit. 

Bob Johnson transferred from 
the Parkway to manager of the 
Ridglea Theatre in . Worth, 
changing en with Clyde Allen, 
who goes from the Ridglea to the 
Parkway. 








BOSTON 


Max Melincoff, for last 20 years | 
district manager of Warner Bros. | 
Theatres in Massachusetts, re- 


manager of the Needham Theatre, 
Needham, which was_ recently | 
leased by Stanley Sumner and As- 
sociates. Formerly associated with 
Interstate Circuit, O’Day recently 
concluded g stint of active duty in 
the Navy. 

Variety Club’s Jimmy Fund 
Drive, which got underway last 
week, received a fine contribution 
of $1,000 from Hub’s Mayor John 
B. Hynes. Massachusetts Chiefs of 
Police Assn. collected $541 at their 
August meeting which was turned 
over to the fund. 

Dick Weaver, producer's rep of 
“The River” in town working with 
UA’s Joe Mansfield prior to New 
England preem at the Beacon Hill, 
Sept. 26. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Francis X. Bushman, aiding bal- 
ly on “David and Bathsheba” 
which opened at the Fox last week, 
delivered several talks before 
women's groups and civic organi- 
zations. 

Cameron Shipp, who helped 
Lionel Barrymore on “We Barry- 
mores,” is due here this month to 
get background material for Red- 
book story on Mario Lanza. 

Mickey Shaughnessy, local nitery 
comic, tested okay for Columbia 
and leaves for Hollywood shortly 
o a work in “The Marrying 

n Lo 

Warners will place the 2,900-seat 
Stanley on a reserved-seat basis 
for the Turpin-Robinson fight tele- 
cast, Sept. 12. House will seat- 
pes for the first time in its 

istery. House is asking $2 per or 
$2.60 with Federal and local taxes 
included. 


BUFFALO 


Leonard Jozwiak returns as 
manager of Shea's Teck after long 
illness. -Donald Measer, ex-acting 
manager, has resigned and takes 
over management of Dipson’s 
Bailey. 

The Kenmore suburban house 








ger of Kerasotes Theatres, Spring- 


which has been operated by United 





cook in favor of H. 
LABORATORIES, INC., and 
rected, 
& CO., auctioneer, 7” 
right, title and interest as 
INC. had on the 10th 

to the following 


an order 


provided 

property: 

Entire library of approx. 70 

track; incl. 1 *-B- K33-CAFE CO! 

A i oy ZAMBONGA, HIRED wae 
Oo 


many others. 





H. WILLIAM KEHL, Under Sherif 
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w ; RI 
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Paramount Theatres for 


was former house manager 
Shea’s Buffalo and Rosenow sales- 


man for Paramount. They are 
resently opera Skyway, Lake 
hore, and the Niagara drive-in 


theatres. Richard Carroll, former 
Kenmore manager, will be in 
charge. 


LOS ANGELES 


ublic is reissuing “In Old 
P= 9 under a new title, 
“Flame of Sacramento. Film was 


ed 1946. 
= Peskay, Stanley Lefcourt, 


Mel Evidon, Isadore Berman, Sau 
Mohler and Guy Gunderson name 
as temporary executive — 
by the newly organized Film Row 


Club. 
UA-Heller 


Continued from page 5 


ask. Heller is understood to have 
advanced slightly over $150,000 for 
“Night” against a production cost 
of more than $350,000. Syndicate 
assembled by Waxman put up the 
second-money. ‘ 

Although first in line at the pay- 
off counter, Heller not only got 
normal interest on its money, but 
also a bonus and a piece of the 
film. Bonus, believed to be around 
$15,000, is added to the size of the 
original loan. In other words, 
while the producer actually only 
receives $150,000, loan would be 
considered as having been $165,- 








000. 

In addition, Heller gets a share 
of the profits, said to amount to 
10% or 12% and a little more on 
some recent pictures. Banks are 
not permitted under the law to ac- 
cept bonuses or profit participa- 
tions, merely a maximum of 6% 


interest. Bank loans, however, 
have been hard te come by re- 
cently. 


Waxman is a former ad 

git producer. “Night” n- 
irs film effort. He is understood 
to have plans for further UA pro- 
ductions, probably also to be 
financed by Heller. 


‘Groom’ Lively $16,000, 
Cleve.; ‘Show’ Brisk 176 


Cleveland, Sept. 4. 

Thanks to cooler weather, which 
damaged outdoor events over holi- 
day weekend, all first-run houses 
are catching strong trade. Major 
draws are “Meet Me After Show, 
fancy at Hipp and State’s “Here 
Comes Groom,” also smash. Extra 
ood takes are being Bee by 
oldovers of “Jim at 
Allen and “Flying Leathernecks 
at Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Warner) (3,000; 55-80)— 
“Jim Thorpe” (WB) (2d wk). Fine 
$13,000 following $17,500 last week. 

Hipp (Scheftel-Burger) (3,700; 
55-80)—"Meet After Show” (20th). 
Swinging high at $17,000 and hold- 
over, in line. Last week, “Iron 
Man” (U), $16,500. 

Lower Mall (Community) (585; 
55-80)—"‘Four in a Jeep” (Indie). 
Oke $4,000. Last week, “Odette” 
(Indie), $2,600. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,244; 55-80) — 
“Let's Go Navy” (Mono) and “Cav- 
alry Patrol’ (Mons). Satisfactory 
$7,000. Last week, “Return Frank 
James” (Indie) and “Return Jesse 
James” (Indie) (reissues), $4,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-80) — 
“Flying Leathernecks” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Stout $10,500 after grabbing 
$17,500 opening round. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-80) — 
“Here Comes Groom” (Par). Big 
$16,000 or over. Last week, “That’s 
My Boy” (Par) (2d wk), $17,500. . 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-80) 
—“That's My Boy” (Par) (3d wk) 
(m.o.). Sock $10,000. Last week, 
“Warpath” (M-G), okay $6,500. 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 10) 
—"Place in Sun” (Par) (3d wk). 
Swell $8,000. Last week, boff 
$10,300. ‘ 

Beverly Canon (ABC) (520-$1)— : 
“Kon-Tiki” (RKO) (19th wk). 
Strong $1,700. Last week, $1,900. 

Laurel (Rosener) (846; © $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Tales Hoffmann” (Indie) 
(14th wk). Started current frame 
Monday (3) after $6,100 last week. 

Orpheum, El Rey, Hawaii (Met- 
ropolitan-G&S-FWC) (2,313; 861; 
1,006; 60-90)—“His Kind of Wom- 
an” (RKO). Terrific $42,000 or 
near. Special 3-house unit leased 
by Hughes for showing. 

Chinese, Globe (FWC) (2,048; 
799; 80-$1.59)—“David and Bath- 
sheba” (20th). Heading for smash 
$54,000, with tilted scale helping. 
Last week, these two houses not 
playing first-run. 














by Wittlam 





———— — 


MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 8) 


$4,000 after fine $5,800 initial 
stanza. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-76)—*‘Meet 
After Show” (20th) (m.c.). Good 
$5,000. Last week, “Law and Lady” 
(M-G), $3,500 


Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-76)— 
“That’s My Boy” (Par). Martin & 
Lewis apparently not on their 


j | fans’ blacklist, despite inability to 
d|keep recently scheduled “in per- 


son” date at this house. Keeping 
boxoffice plenty busy. Sock $17,- 
000. Last week, “Meet After Show” 
(20th), okay $10,000. 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 40- 
76)—“Flying Leathernecks” (RKO). 
John Wayne and Robert Ryan ef- 


fective marquee names and pic- 
ture has pulling power. Tieup with 
Legion and Marine recruiting of- 
fice also a help. Big $13,000. Last 
week, “His in of Woman” 
(RKO), $11,500 


— 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 40-76)— 
“His Kind of Woman" (RKO) 
‘m.o.). Neat $6,000. Last week, 
yee Bay” (WB) (2d wk), 


State (Par) (2,300; 50-76)—“Tall 
Target” (M-G). Somewhat neglected 
because of distracting counter at- 
tractions. Poor $4,000. Last week, 
“Capt. Horatio Hernblower” (WB) 
(2d wk), good $6,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-90) — 
“Moonlight Bay” (WB) (m.o.). Sat- 
isfactory $2,500. Last week, “Bond 
Street” (Mono), $2,300. 


‘TALK’ SMART $17,000, 
SEATTLE; ‘GROOM’ 186 


Seattle, Sept. 4. 

Socko bills all around here this 
stanza with new product a hypo 
to boxoffices. “People Will Talk,” 
“Here Comes Groom,” “People 
Against O’Hara” and “Take Care 
of Little Girl” shapes as best bets, 
all strong to sock. 

Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 65- 
90'\—‘*Take Care Little Girl” (20th) 
and “Let’s Go Navy” (Mono). Solid 
$15,000. Last week, “After Show” 
(20th) and “Road Block” (RKO) 
(2d wk), $9,300. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; 
65-90'\—"“People Will Talk” (20th) 
and “Hard, Fast, Beautiful” (RKO). 





Gfeat $17,000 or near. Last week, 
“Alice” (RKO-Disney) (3d wk), 
$8,300 


Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) 
—"People Against O'Hara” (M-G) 
and “ Parade” (Lip). Fancy 
$13,000. Last week, “Young, Rich, 
Pretty” (M-G) and “Kind Lady” 
(M-G) (3d wk-4 days), $3,300. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 65- 
in 9 oy asso wk). 
. wee * 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 65- 
90) — “Hornblower” (WB) and 
Holding at $14,000 after great $11. 

0 ; after grea >” 
800 coat k. 


Orpheum ‘Hamrick) (2,600; 65- 
90)\—"Cattle Drive” (U) and “This 
Is Korea” (Rep). Fine $12,009. 
Last week, “Cyrano” (UA) and 
— Legion” (UA) (2d wk), $7,- 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40- 
70\—“Katie Did It” (U) and 
“Frogmen” (20th) (2d runs). Good 
$5,000. Last week, “Francis To 


at $ 
wee 


Races” (U) and “Fort Worth” 
(WB) (2d wk), $4,400. 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 


65-99) — “Here Comes Groom” 
(Par) and “Guy Who Came Back” 
(20th). Sock $18,000. Last week, 
“That's My Boy” (Par) and “Man 
With My Face” (UA) (3d wk), 
$8,800. 


- PORTLAND, ORE. 


(Continued from page 8) 
(WB) and “This Is Korea” (Rep). 
Solid $11,000 or over. Last wee 
“Cyrano” (UA) and “Kind Lady 
(M-G), $12,300. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 65-90)— 
“Cyrano” (UA) and “Casa Manana” 
(Mono) (m.o.). Fine $6,500. Last 
week, “Prowler” (UA) and “Hood- 


lum” (UA), $6,000. 
Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 65- 
gs Beli” (20th) 





90)—“Belvedere 
and “Brave Bulls” (Col), day-date 


with Paramount. Big $6,000. Last 
week, “That's My Boy” (Par) and 
“The 13th Letter” (20th), $7,000. 


Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 65- 
90)—“That’s My Boy” (Par) and 
“The 13th Letter” (20th) (24 wk). 


Bi 1 
(Evergreen) (3,400; 
Beil” 
(20th) and “Brave Bulls” (Col), also 
Oriental. Tal! $10,000. Last week, 
“Alice in Wonderland” (RKO-Dis- 
ney) (2d wk). $8,500. 
nited Artists (Parker) (890: 65- 
oe ee ay (U). 
o. Last week, “Strictly Dis- 
henerable” (M-G), $5,200. ad 


Picture Grosses 








‘Leathernecks’ 
146, Balto; ‘Groom’ Fat 
156, ‘People’ Fine 116 


Baltimore, Sept. 4. 

Rain over the weekend cut down 
the holiday exodus and helped 
downtown houses here into steady 
activity. The Hippodrome opened 
sans flesh with “Flying Leather- 
necks” and response is bullish. 
Good activity aiso is reported for 
“Here Comes Groom,” at Keith's 
ane “People Will Talk,” at the 
0 


wn. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
70)—"Rich, Young, Pretty’’ (M-G). 
Fancy $10,000. Last week, “Ran 
oe + A (UA), $7,200. 


P e (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-70) — “Flying Leathernecks’ 
(RKO) (2d wk), Starts second 


round tomorrow (Wed) after solid 
$14,000 operes for John Wayne 
starrer. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
70)—"“Here Comes Groom” (Par) 


(24 wk). Second round started 
today (Tues.).. First week was 
hefty $15,000. 


Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70) — 
“Warpath” (Par) (2d wk). Fine 
$5, following $7,100 opening 
round. ; 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-70)— 
“Meet Me After Show” (20th) (2d 
wk). Sliding off to mild $6,500 
afier nice $10,800 preem. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75) — 
“Jim Thorpe” (WB). Nicely re- 
ceivcd but only good $12,000 looms. 
Last week, “Peking Express” (Par), 
$5,700. 

Town (Rappa » (1,500; 35-70) 
— “People Will Talk” (20th). 
Strongly sold and building well to 
sturdy $11,000. Last week, “Never 
Trust Gambler” (Col), $4,300. 


‘Leathernecks’ Lusty 86, 
Omaha; ‘Groom’ $12,000 


Omaha, Sept. 4. 

“Here Comes Groom” looks like 
biggest gross for week but some 
doubt if it will touch the smash 
gross of “That's My Boy” in its first 
week. Should be big, however. 
“On Moonlight Bay” at Para- 
mount looks stout. One of the 
standout items will be “Flying 
Leathernecks” at Brandeis where 
so strong it likely will get a sec- 
ond week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis ‘RKO) (1,500; 16-70)— 
“Flying Leathernecks” (RKO). 
Lofty $8.000, and holds. Last week, 

Col) 500 


“Sirocco” ( , $6,500. 

Oo (Tristates) (3,000; 
16-70)—“‘Here Comes Groom 
‘Par). Big $12,000. Last week 
“That’s My Boy” (Par) ‘2d wk) and 
“California * (Rep), $11,800. 

Paramount {( tes) (2,800; 
16-70)—“On Moonlight Bay” (WB). 
Very ee $10,000. Last week, 
siz . Horatio Hornblower” (WB), 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-70) 
— “Hornblower” (WB) m.o.) and 
“Call of Klondike” (Mono). Sclid 

000. Last week, “Little Giant” 
(Indie) and “Time of Lives” (In- 
die) (reissues), $8,000. 

—— th” Park” Open — 
“Wa ” (Par). ne unda 
(2). Last week, “Tars and S rs 





(Col) and “Sister Eileen” (Col) (re- 
issues), okay $5,000. 
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NBC-TV'S “GET 


Auto Companies in Low TV Gear 


Decision of Ford to shave costs on its James Melton NBC-TV 
display, highlights a turn of events in contrasting this season’s 


video sponse 
last season. 


ip by auto companies with the situation prevailing 


Exactly one year ago the automotives were staking one of the 
major claims in TV, battling it out with the cigaret companies for 


top sponsorship coin. 
all set to.tee off for the °50-’51 


More than a dozen top-priced shows were 


season, and industry impression 


was that TV would accomplish what radio had failed to do—commit 
the aute companies to long-range planning and programming in- 
stead of its previous “in and out” radio status. 

Today virtually all the automotives have disappeared from the 
sponsorship picture, with Ford and Lincoln-Mercury (“Toast of the 
Town") as the lone network entries. Packard is still co-sponsor- 
ing the Don Ameche show on ABC, but has already turned in its 


cancellation notice. 


Production curbs and bottlenecks are blamed for the TV retreat. 





——-—-—__ _-__-_-__ __—- 





3.Way Rhubarb on 





‘Tandem Setup; 


NBC, Sponsors Differ on Programs 


A three-way rhubarb developed+ 


last week among the participating 
sponsors on the NBC “Operation 
Tandem” over the properties 
chosen for the five-nights-a-week 
program parlay for the '51-'52 sea- 
son. With the Whitehall-Chester- 
field-RCA coin investiture adding 
up to a hefty chunk of billings, NBC 
was anxious to make peace all 


around and as of this week it) 
looked as though a common meet- | 


ing ground had been reached. 

The five shows chosen by NBC 
included a half-hour of the Sun- 
day “Big Show,” the Boston Pops 
Orchestra, “Mr. Keen,” which 
Whitehall has succeeded in ma- 
neuvering over from CBS in order 
to incorporate it into “Tandem,” 
Ed Gardner's “Duffy's Tavern” and 
“Sereen Directors Playhouse.” Ap- 
parently all three sponsors were 
initially agreed only on the wis- 
dom of continuing on “Big Show” 
and “Mr. Keen.” None of them 
favored the Boston Pops and it’s 
getting the heave, with NBC prom- 
ising delivery of a Dean Martin- 
Jerry Lewis radio show as a sub- 
stitute. 

It’s reported Chesterfield was 
opposed to “Duffy’s Tavern” and 
there was a dispute over “Screen 
Directors Playhouse,” despite the 
latter parlaying itseif into one of 
the more successful network prop- 
erties. However, it’s understood 
both “Duffy” and “Screen Direc- 
tors” remain on the schedule. 


Martin & Lewis In 
New Crack at AM 


Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, 
who scored a blank in radio two 
years ago when NBC gave them a 
Sunday at 7 spread in a bid to 
counter the Jack Benny competi- 
tion on CBS, and were subsequent- 
ly yanked from the network, now 
want another crack at AM. MCA 
is curre packaging a new half- 
hour radio show for the team and 
NBC looks with favor at the whole 
idea. Web may slot them in a 
Monday night segment as replace- 
ment for the Boston Pops Orches- 
tra, as one of the participating 
shows in “Operation Tandem.” 

Currently the hottest attraction 
in show business, and also in view 
of their TV smash, both Martin 
and Lewis feel they're learned a 
lot since their earlier NBC radio 
fiasco, and that they've now got 
the answers to a click comedy 
Stanza. In view of their pix, TV, 
nitery, etc., commitments, the ra- 
dio show would probably be taped 
in advance. 


Crosley Ups Kingsbury 


Cincinnati, Sept. 4. 

Gilbert W. Kingsbury stepped 
up this week in the Crosley Broad- 
casting Corp. to become adminis- 
trative assistant to Robert E. Dun- 
ville, president. 

Starting several years in the 
WLW newsroom as a pter, he 
moved on to Wash as the 
station’s correspondent for piping 
of ee newscasts on returned 
recen as blicity promo- 
tion Guecar’ 











Shaw on Video 


First property of the late George 
Bernard Shaw to be dramatized on 
tele will be “Cashel Byron’s Pro- 
fession” on NBC-TV'’s “Lucky 
Strike Theatre.” It will be beamed 





on Nov. 19. 

Adaptation is based on one of 
Shaw's early novels, which deals 
|with the love affair between an 
| aristocratic woman and a prize- 
| fighter. 


NBC-TV, Gillette 
In World Series, 
Rose Bow! ‘Deal? 


Deal is reportedly in the works 
for NBC-TV to sell the Rose Bowl 
football game next New Year's Day 
to Gillette Safety Razor, if Gillette 
ow an exclusive on the World 

ries coverage to NBC. 

NBC recently won exclusive 
rights to the Rose Bowl, including 
the Tournament of Roses parade, 
for three years on a sealed bid of 
$1,600,000. Top web spokesman 
said this week that first refusal on 
sponsorship is being offered Gil- 
lette on the basis that NBC has 
worked closely with razor firm on 
most of its sports telecasts for the 
last several years. It’s known, 
too, that NBC is pitching for an 
exclusive on the World Series this 
year, to which Gillette controls 
the rights, and it’s believed the 
web may be offering the Rose Bowl 
plum as its prime argument to get 
the Series. 

NBC exec declared the web is 
taking its time in lining up a 
bankroller for the Rose Bowl, since 
it has several months to set the 
deai. He added that the package 
may be broken down into segments 
for sale to participating bank- 
rolters, if it's impossible to find a 
single sponsor to take the entire 
show. Both the Series and Rose 
Bowl game are to be aired from 
coast-to-coast for the first time 
this year. 


NBC Execs Harbor Fine 
Points of Difference 
As to Dagmar’s Talents 


NBC appears to be a “house di- 
vided” on the merits of picking up 
Dagmar’s option, with result that 
there’s now a two-way NBC-CBS 
rivairy for her future services. If 
NBC lets her get away, Frank Sin- 
one A i to Ju her for his up- 
coming Tuesday night te 
Berle) show on oo 

When NBC permitted her option 
to lapse it was done without know!l- 
edge of Sylvester (Pat) Weaver, 
the web’s tele chieftain, who was 
in Mexico at the time. Weaver be- 
lieves there’s definitely a place on 
the network’s programming sched- 
ules for her talents, and as of this 

had practically persuaded 








week 





(Continued on page 46) 


EARLY-MORNING, 
TINGY SKED SET 


Sylvester L. (Pat) Weaver, 
NBC’s television veepee, is putting 
the finishing touches to a unique 
programming idea, which will start 
the network’s television day at 7 
a.m. On the agenda for a Nov. 1 
kickoff is a two-hour “wake up” 
cross-the-board shoW designed for 
all-family viewing which, under a 
new sales pattern evolved by the 
network's TV chieftains, will per- 
mit for a gross billings potential 
in excess of $2,500,000 a year. 

Obviously, NBC has an aware- 
ness that the success of such early 
programming will depend on ‘how 
many people can be made TV-con- 
scious upon awakening in the morn- 
ing. Similarly, the web recalls Du- 
Mon’t ill-fated excursion into such 
early morning programming a cou- 
ple years back. But Weaver is 
lequally convinced that, with a 
| proper application of showmanship 
| based on a “service to the waker- 
j}upper” formula, the 7 to 9 a. m. 
|display can eventually create an 
'“oh-how-lI - love - to-get-up-in-the- 
morning” school of TV adherents. 

As such,. Weaver is keynoting the 
show with a “get hep” pattern 
which will incorporate, in,continu- 
ing sequences, the date, weather, 
time, headlines, what new books 
are appearing today, the magazines 
that will hit the newsstands, lead 
editorials in the major dailies, new 
records scheduled for release that 
day, back to the date, weather, 
time, headlines, etc. In essence it 
will provide the answer to the 
query: “What should the viewer 
know since he went to bed last 
night in order that he may keep 
alert?” 

‘Clock Radio’ Angle 

In some respects it will be an ex- 
tension of the so-called “Clock Ra- 
dio,” which has had a wide play in 
foreign countries but which is prac- 
tically unfamiliar in U. S. broad- 
casting. Many of the show’s fea- 
tures—providing practically every- 
thing but the syndicated . material 
in the dailies—were originally set 
for incorporation in a program on 
Weaver's -agenda called “Today,” 
but this wili be integrated into the 
two-hour format. Throughout the 
show there will be a continuing 
“news ribbon” across the bottom 
of screen for a running flow of 
headlines. 

In addition to the “get hep” seg- 
ments, Weaver plans other pro- 
gramming facets, including an or- 
chestra and vocalists, a comedy 
team hewing to the “Bob and Ray” 
or Rayburn and Finch type of early- 
|}morning banter and byplay. Mort 
Werner has been set as producer 
of the series, with Charles Speer 
and William L. Stuart tackling the 
writing assignment. 

The network is currently work- 
ing on a formula which will permit 
for local weather inserts, the one- 
hour time differential between New 
York and Chi, etc. 


The sales pattern for the two- 
hour stretch will also represent 
some innovations. The 10 hours per 
week (Monday throvgh Friday) 
will be sold in 15 minute segments, 
along with station breaks on a lo- 
cal level, and a new type of “visual 
plug” participation, whereby cli- 
ents’ products (clocks, syrup, cof- 
fee, other breakfast commodities, 
etc.) will be integrated into the 
program proper—on a fee basis. 


ae 
‘Big Show’s’ Big Names 
Lendon, Sept. 4. 

Further names have been added 
to the list of topliners to appear 
in the first “Big Show” radio pro- 
gram to be relayed from the Pai- 
ladium Sept. 16. They include 
George Sanders, Joan Fontaine, 
Beatrice Lillie, Flanagan and Al- 
len, and Wilfred Pickies. 

To cope with the big demand 
for seats lots will be drawn, with 
femcee Tallulah Bankhead picking 
\the first 10 cards. 
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“HEP” FOR 


Ken Murray, CBS in Hassle With 


Time Running Out on TY Preem 


* Ken Murray arrived in New 





Worries in the Morning 
The questions of whether 
NBC must, under FCC reguia- 
tion, conduct its color TV dem- 
onstrations before the start of 
its regular commercial pro- 
gramming schedule, may -be a 
factor in determining whether 
the network will be able to 
proceed with its ambitious 7 
to 9 a.m. “waker upper” video 
show, scheduled to preem Nov. 
1. NBC legalites are currently 
seeking a more clearcut defini- 
tion of the rules governing its 
closed-circuit tint displays. 

In the past, NBC has been 
demonstrating color at 10 a.m., 
pridr to any commercial net- 
work commitments. By re- 
verting back to “station time” 
at 9 a.m., after the two-hour 
morning network display signs 
off, NBC is hopeful that the 
FCC will allow the color dem- 
onstrations to go on after a 
commercial program entry. 


Cantor to NBC: 
Its ‘Give or Ziv 





On Radio Stanza 


NBC and Eddie Cantor have 


been having some words over the | 


comedian’s insistence on doing a 
weekly radio show as well as his 
rotating TV series on “Colgate 
Comedy Hour.” In _ fact, it's 
reached a point where Cantor may 
succumb to the persistent bland- 
ishments of the Fred Ziv outfit, 
that he do a transcription series 
for sale in individual markets. - 

However, the Ziv alliance poses 
a problem. Cantor is under con- 
tract to NBC for both radio and 
television, and it would mean 
breaching the AM commitment 
should be agree to the Ziv woo- 
ing. NBC doesn’t want him to do 
the transcribed series, but on the 
other hand doesn’t want to slot a 
Cantor radio program unless a 
sponsor has been lined up. And 
thus far there isn’t a* client in 
sight. 


Still a Doodles Weaver 
In NBC’s Video Future 


Despite Lapse of Option 
NBC has allowed its option on 
Doodles Weaver to lapse, follow- 
ing last week's windup of the com- 
ic’s Saturday night summer TV 
series under sponsorship of the 
Citrus Growers of Florida. Return 
of the “Saturday Night Revue” 
forces Weaver out of the 10 to 
10:30 period. 

Although Weaver won't be con- 
tractually bound to the network. 
NBC plans to use him, however. 
throughout next season as one of 
its “auxiliary” comics, possibly on 
the upcoming early morning (7 to 
9 a.nt.) “wake up” TV series or the 
eonere after-midnight network 
show. 


FAITH GETS LONGHAIR 
DEEJAY SPOT ON WNEW 


Percy Faith, composer, musical 
director and artists and repertory 
staffer of Columbia Records, starts 
a symphonic pops disk jockey 
stanza on WNEW, N. Y. He'll go 
into the 3 p.m. Sunday spot cur- 
rently held by Duke Ellington, in 
the summer hiatus of the Benny 
Goodman longhair platter series. 

When he returns in the fall, 
Goodman will move into the 4-5 
p.m. period, to catch the audience 
from the N. Y. Philharmonic broad- 
casts on CBS network. At that 
that, Faith will shift to a Sunday 
evening slot. 








York thie week to continue his 
feud with CBS and to do his first 
teleshow slated for Saturday (8). 
Murray stance is the result of a 
long-standing tiff with the network 
on the matter of costs, increased 
budget and degree of cooperation 
to be given him by the network. 
Situation reached its peak sev- 
eral days ago when Murray hired a 
Coast showgirl and a singer for his 
Budweiser display and sent in a 
requisition to the Coast CBS office 


for transportation. Network, upon 
instructions from New York, turned 
it down. After Murray allegedly 
blew his top, the eastern office 
relented and sent a telegram to 
the effect that they would bear the 
costs if he insisted. Tone of the 
wire is said to have riled him. 


Subsequently, Murray took the 

position that he wouldn't move east 
/unless there was some settlement 
;} upon other points on which there 
| had been bickering. Included in 
| Murray's charges were what he 
termed excessive house costs. Mur- 
| ray was particularly peeved about 
the “Hollywood and Vine” set 
| which he uses weekly to open the 
| show. When comic first went on the 
air, he had that particular set made 
|up for $2,700, which was refunded 
|to him by the web. However, CBS 
has been charging him $800 for the 
weekly use of that set. Net stated 
that this amount was necessary 
because of hauling, cleaning and 
storing the elaborate prop. 


Murray also demanded an in- 
crease in budget. He feels that he'll 
be up against some tough opposi- 
|tion from NBC with liis Saturday 
|night lineup, which includes Ezio 
Pinza, Jimmy Durante, Ed Wynn, 
and offers of similar potency. He 
| stated that a considerable upping 
|of the bankroll was urgent if he 
| was to retein his rating and effec- 
}tiveness. Murray feels that ad 
| budget for the show should be ex- 
j|panded and that he be given 
enough coin to go after some top- 
| flight guesters and carry out some 
ideas that he has to hypo the pro- 
| ram's effectiveness. 
| It's reported that CBS initially 
| told Murray that inasmuch as the 
'contract with Anheuser-Busch was 

set through the D’Arcy Agency 
| there could be no renegotiation. 

Siace Murray's blowup and an- 
nouncement that he wouldn't come 
east unless these questions have 
| bees ironed out, CBS having 
agreed to negotiate the disputed 
points when Murray came to New 
York However, Murray was ada- 
mant in his refusal to budge until 
the problems were settled to his 
| satiscaction. However, he relented 


‘and came in. 
| 


New TV Idea May 
~ Bring Allen Back 


| NBC 











and William Morris TV 
execs have been huddling on a new 
program formula which may bring 
| Fred Allen back to video this sea- 
| son with his own stanza. Allen 
| himself likes the idea, and if cur- 
rent talks jell, he will be slotted 
| three times a week in the 7:30-7:45 
|p. m. Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
day segments as the alternate show 
to Dinah Shore, whe gees ints the 
| Tuesday and Thursday period for 
Van Camp. 

| Show would be an offshoot of 
| “iv. Omm” character projected by 
|Allen on two test programs a 
| couple years ago, would be in 
the nature of a “ Treasury of 
| Humor,” with Allen doing the nar- 
| ration in introducing sketches and 
appearing in some of them. For- 
mat would be sufficiently flexible 
for Allen to invite practically any- 
body and everybody with talent on 
the show. 


| 
| 


: 
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NBC Stalemated on ‘Theatre Showcase 
Project With Comics By Agency Stance 





Differences of opinion exist be-+ 


tween Abe Lastfogel, of the Wil- | 
liam Morris Agency, as the agent- | 
ing rep for- Jimmy Durante, and 
NBC execs, on the wisdom of trans- | 
ferring the network’s top TV com- 
edy shows on to 35m film for reg- | 
ular theatre exhibition. They have 
stalemated the web in its plans to 
“theatre showcase” the major vi- 
deo attractions. 

Blueprint for the project, spear- | 
headed by NBC-TV chieftain Syl-| 
vester (Pat) Weaver, calls for ini- 
tially doing a Durante feature- 
length film based on the highlights 
of the Schnoz’s TV shows during 
the ‘50-51 season. Lastfogel has 
expressed doubts as to the box- 
office potential of such a film, 
maintaining that regular theatre 
patrons wouldn't go for it, and 
that the average exhibitor would 
run a mile from anything smack- 
ing of TV. 

Weaver, on the other hand, is 
confident that an hour of Durante 
TV highlights could add up to top 
pix entertainment. He plans hud- 
dling with the Schnoz when the 
latter arrives in New York, in| 
hopes of convincing him to go) 
through with it. | 

Lacking Durante’s go-ahead, 
Weaver plans to tee off the project | 
with a composite film featuring me | 
highlights of TV shows by Eddie 
Cantor and several other comics | 
on the NBC roster. 


‘ 
} 


Cantor ‘Brieis 
NBC Press Dept. 


Something new in_talent-net- 
work relations cropped up last 
week at NBC. Eddie Cantor made 
a surprise appearance in the press | 
department and assembled the) 
whole staff together in the net-| 
work’s TV conference room for an| 
informal meeting. 

In essence, Cantor told the | 
staffers that, with Colgate plunk- | 
ing down unprecedented coin for) 
its lavish Sunday night “Comedy 
Hour” TV spread, it put a burden 
on the press department to pitch 
in and justify the client's faith in 
the network and the medium. 
Cantor told them that the obliga- 
tion extended beyond carrying the 
ball for the individual talent on 
the show, to helping Colgate dup- 
licate its 8 to 9 Sunday supremacy 
in beating out the CBS “Toast of 
the Town” competition. 

Press department veterans say 
they can’t recall any such pre- 
vious “let’s-chip-in-and-work-to- 
gether” powwow inspired by a ma- 
jor web personality. 


MUTUAL'S 77, HIKE 
IN BILLINGS FOR ’51 


Trend to larger 4AM hookups is 
reported by Mutual prexy Frank 
White, who said last week that the 
average MBS bankroller now has 
his message on 356 stations, con- 
trasted with a figure of 284 last fall. 
Reason, he indicated, is the greater 
emphasis on getting into small 
towns. 

Web reports a gain in gross bill- 
ings for the first seven months of 
1951 of 7% over the same period 
of 1950. Total MBS gross for Janu- 
ary-July this year have been $10.- 
200,000. 

Fall biz is looking up, according 
to sales v.p. Adolf N. Hult, with 
the pacting of Sterling Drug for 
five 25-minutes weekly with “La- 
dies Fair.” To strengthen “Ladies 
Fair,” program v.p. William H. 
Fineshriber, Jr., is skedding “Take 
a Number” ahead of it, in the 10:30- 
11 a.m. spot, starting Oct. 1. “Num-' 
ber” is now heard once-weekly, 
on Saturday evenings at 8:30 p.m.* 
In its new strip format, show has | 
some commercial nibbles and may | 











be made a co-op if a national ae! 


er isn’t hooked. 


Dinak Shore East For 
Irving Berl, TY Salute 


Dinah Shore arrives in N. Y. 
from the Coast over the weekend 
for her first video guest shot of 
the season, on Red Cross Shoes’ 
“Irving Berlin’s Salute to Ameri- 
ca” next Wednesday night (12) via 
NBC-TV. Miss Shore, who will 
join Tony Martin and Margaret 
Truman as top vocalists on the 
show, is receiving the top guest 
shot fee of $5,700. Singer is taping 
her thrice-weekly CBS radio show 
in advance. 

Consummation of her deal to do 
a 15-minute show Tuesdays and 
Thursdays on NBC-TV for Stokely- 
Van Camp, starting in November, 
will necessitate a change in her 
radio series, which Procter & 
Gamble is ready to approve. 
Where she now appears Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays with 
Jack Smith, she'll switch to Mon- 
days, Wednesdays and Fridays, 
leaving the Tuesday and Thursday 
spots to Ginny Simms. 


AM, TV Markets 
Differ; Nielsen 
Warns Vs. Sluff 


Chicago, Sept. 4. 

Advertisers are cautioned to 
take a long, hard look at the over- 
all broadcast coverage picture, be- 
fore they completely kiss off radio 
in favor of television, The warn- 
ing was voiced last week by (4r- 
thur C. Nielsen, prexy of the audi- 
ence research firm of the same 
name. 

Researcher argues there’s data 
to support the thesis that the two 
electronic media are often “more 
complementary than competitive.” 

















GEORGIE PRICE 
One of America’s Great 
Entertainers 
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TV Union Snarl 


th ‘Teleprompter’ 


National Labor Relations Board 
iruled last week that the CIO Na- 
| tional Assn. of Broadcast Engineers 
|& Technicians had engaged in afi 
illegal jurisdictional _strike last 
| February, directed against Theatri- 
cal Protective Union No. 1 of the 
| International Alliance of Theatrical 
|Stage Emplyees (AFL). 

Strike stemmed frem use of 
|“Teleprompter” equipment at NBC- 
TV in N. Y¥. Web had assigned 
,the equipment, which* consists of 
{an electrically rotated scroll con- 
/ tatining te script ‘as a memory 
}aid to actors), to the IATSE men. 
|NABET contended before NLRB 
'that the walkout had been called 
because it made conditions more 
hazardous to members of the en- 
gineering crew.* It also wanted 
the “Teleprompter” as.igned to 
| NABET employees. 


NLRB found that “Teleprompt- 
|er” was more satisfactory than the 
| manually operated cue cards: It 


| also aecided that the stoppage was 


Because of video’s geographical | designed to “compel Teleprompter 
limitations, with set ownership|to assign work to NABET mem- 
concentrated in the upper income | bers rather than to their own em- 
and urban groups, there’s still a|ployees who were members of ah- 
highly significant area reachable | other union.” 





(NCAA Sets Formula for Televising 


$1,000,000 Westinghouse Grid Package 


+ At lout aoe Rey p eon 
games w pla to ir big- 
Snader Sets Markets 
> ; vision from coast to coast under 
For Foreign Pix on TV | the National Collegiate» Athletic 
Some 13 British films recently | Assn’s experimental plan for tele- 
acquired by Snader Productions | vised football. One of these will 
from Alexander Korda and Ilya|be the Notre Dame-Southern 
Lopert for theatrical and television | Methodist game, which along with 
distribution will be on TV within | the two others, will be aired by 
seven months, it was disclosed in | video stations in 53 different mar- 
New York last week by Snader/ ket areas from N. Y. to Los An- 
Sales Productions head Reuben | geles. 








Kaufman. Details of the NCAA plan, to- 
Besides the Korda pictures, | gether with a complete schedule of 
Kaufman added, the Snader organ- | all games to be televised in each 


ization has several other deals| area, are to be released by the 
pending for additional foreign and | association to the industry and 
U.S. product. After their theatri- | sportswriters today (Wed.) at a 
cal runs the pix will be released in| luncheon in N. Y. Plan is de- 
51 TV sales markets where Snader | signed to furnish statistical data 
claims to have exclusive contract-|on exactly how much TV affects 
|ual arrangements with one station | the gate receipts of football games 
in each area. 

In order to build the films’ pres- 
| tige, Kaufman declared, the sta- 
tions will plug the pix in the course 
| of their theatrical dates, either 
| gratis or at a nominal charge. An- 
|nouncements will make no men- 


field tests in preparation for 
|} tion that the features will eventu- the Navy Seal ahenee it is 
ally be programmed on TY. 


to cover this year from Navy's 
home stand. Web will beam 


U.of P.Goes Film | sisci"s's"siS ate 
On Grid Pickups 
In NCAA Brush 


of 155 miles, and so consider- 
able testing must be done to 
insure the best reception pos- 

Despite the fact that the U. of 
Pennsylvania supposedly capitulat- 
ed to the National Collegiate Ath- 


sible of the games. 
CBS will open its coler foot- 
letic Assn.’s experimental plan for 
televised football this season, no 


ball schedule Sept. 29 with the 
|Penn game is included in the 


Pennsylvania-California game 
|NCAA schedule. College has sold| _ Scheduled color shows. 





— 


Field Test Tint Grid 


CBS-TV took its three color 
video cameras to Annapolis 
over the weekend to conduct 








the web subbed bilack-and- 
white films for its regularly- 








from Philadelphia, and then 
goes to Annapolis the follow- 
ing Saturday (Oct. 6) for the 
Princeton-Navy game. Last 
weekend, while the color 
equipment was being tested, 
film rights to its entire season —S es 
| schedule to an unidentified bank-| and has been made as wide in 
roller. | scope as possible to provide the 
Number of colleges which origi-| maximum of information. All 
|mally had backed the NCAA plan | games to be televised have been 
|for a moratorium on TV this year | bought by Westinghouse, in a spe- 
\reportedly balked, along with Penn, | cial package deal, for $1,000,000. 
| when they discovered that Westing- | Sponsor has selected the NBC web 
house, which is bankrolling all live | to air the contests. 
games to be carried, would not pay; Each area in the country, under 
them what they thought the games | the plan, is to undergo a complete 


gest audiences in history this sea-. 
son, when they're beamed via tele- 





only via AM. | 


It’s pointed out there’s much 
less audience duplication between 
radic and teevee than is generally 
recognized by the bankrollers cur- 
rently infatuated with TV. Niel- 
sen states that the two advertising 
vehicles “reach largely different 
markets.” He pegs the total num- 


(Continued on page 50) 


Labor board gave NABET 10 
days to notify NLRB of its compli- 


ance. 
It's been disclosed that Tele- 
prompter Service Corp. and Tele- 
prompter Equipment Corp. is 
being geared to operate at a $750,- 
000 to $1,000,000 a year clip. 
National Labor Relations Board 


(Continued on page 50) 








Television 


(Sept. 


Premieres 


5-15) 


Following is a list of shows, either new or returning after a sum- 
mer hiatus, which preem on the four major television networks 
during the next 10 days (Sept. 5-15): 

SEPT. 6 


Bigelow Theatre. 
Bigelow-Sanford Carpets, via Yo 


Mama. Situation comedy. 
through Benton & Bowles. 

We, the People. Drama-varie 
via Y&R. 

Aldrich Family. 
bell Soups, via Ward Wheelock. 

Cavalcade of Sports. Madison 
p.m. Gillette, through Maxon. 


Sept. 
Hettywood Junior Circus. Circus for moppets. 


Vidfilm dramas. 


DuMont, 
ung & Rubicam. 
7 


10-10:30 p. m. 


pt. 
CBS, 8-8:30 p.m. General Foods, 


ty. NBC, 8:30-9 pm. Gulf Oil, 


Situation comedy. NBC, 9:30-10 p.m. Camp- 


Sq. Garden Fights. NBC, 10-10:45 


8 
ABC, 10:30-11 


a.m. HollyWood Candy, via Ruthrauff & Ryan. 
All-Star Revue. Comedy-variety. NBC, 8-9 p.m. Participating. 


Ken Murray Show. Variety. 
through D’Arcy. 


Your Show of Shows. Variety-revue. 


ticipating. 
Hit Parade. Music. 
through BBD&O. 


NBC, 10:30-11 p.m. 


CBS, 8-9 p.m. Anheuser-Busch, 
NBC, 9-10:30 p.m. Par- 


American Tobacco, 


’ Sept. 9 
Big Question. Panel discussion. CBS, 6-6:30_p.m. Sustaining. 
This Is Show Business. Variety, CBS, 7:30-8 p.m. American 


Tobacco, via BBD&O. 
Fred Waring Show. 
via BBD&O. 


Music. 


day-thru-¥riday. Participating. 


CBS, 9-10 p.m. General Electric, 


Sept. 
Langford-Ameche Show. Variety. 


10 
ABC, 12 noon-1 p.m., Mon- 


Kate Smith Show. Variety. NBC, 4-5 p.m., Monday-thru-Friday. 


Participating. 
Author, Author! 


Bill Geodwin Show. Variety. 


Drama—panel ABC, 8-8:30 p.m. Sustaining. 
Sept. 11 


NBC, 3:30-4 p.m., Tuesdays and 


Thursdays. General Electric, via Y&R. 


Charlie Wild, Private Detective. 
Mogen-David Wine, tia Weiss & Geller. 


Whodunit. ABC, 8-8:30 p.m. 


were worth. All these, however, 
were brought into line when it was 
pointed out to them that most 
games to be televised under the 
NCAA setup will be aired on a 
regional basis, at the most, and so 
did not merit the outlay of coin 
that the schools had expected. 

Penn, however, which led the 
crusade to stymie the NCAA plan 
originally, reportedly would not go 
for the price and so decided to do 
without any live TV this year, pre- 
ferring to make the film deal. 

NCAA, for its.part, is not ex- 
pected to look with too much dis- 
favor on Penn’s action. Sale of 
film rights may be brought into the 
experiment, since it will give the 
association a chance to determine 
whether potential fans might stay 
away from a college game, even 
though the game were not being 
televised live, if they know they 
can see films of the game on their 
video sets the following day. 


WCAU Gets Penn AM Rights 
Philadelphia, Sept. 4. 
Counteracting the television 


(Continued on page 48) 


COX SATIRIZATION OF 
DISK JOCKEY STANZAS 


A diskless disk jockey stanza, 
Starring deadpan comic Wally Cox, 
will be launched by WNEW, N. Y., 
Sept. 30 at 10:30 p.m. The 25-min- 
ute weekly show will feature in- 
troing, instead of the usual records, 
a collection of non-disk music- 
makers, such as music-boxes, 
cuckoo clocks, windup toys, me- 
chanical caliopes, piano rolls, har- 
monica rolls, toy hand organs and 
similar gadgets. 

Station, credited with starting 
the platter-spinning format back 
in the mid-’30s with its Martin 
Bloc, recently has skedded some 
“switch jocks” (such as Benny 
Goodman and Duke Ellington doing 
classical music platter shows). Idea 
of program director Dick Pack is 
to kid the station itself, disk- 
jockeydom and all the takeoffs with 
“a switch to end all switches.” 











TV blackout twice during the sea- 
son, to permit NCAA officials to 
determine how much better grosses 
are pulled by schools in each area 
when there is no video available. 
As a further test of TV's effect, cer- 
tain of the top schools will not be 
televised at all, to determine 
what benefit this is to the gate re- 
ceipts of smaller schools in the 
immediate area. For example, 
Ohio State, which is virtually as- 
sured of a sellout on all home 
games, will not be TV’ed during 
the season because of the many 
smalier schools in Ohio, which 
might be hurt if OSU games were 
available via video to fans in their 
cities. 

Selection of the games to be 
televised hag been necessarily re- 


(Continued on page 50) 


Rudy Vallee TVer 
Only A ‘Mebbe’ 


Whether or not NBC would pro- 
ceed with its plans for the hour- 
long, cross-the-board Rudy Vallee 
daytime TV show, appeared con- 
jectural this week, in view of the 
web's inability to entice sponsors 
to the segment. Vallee has been 
pencilled in for the 11 to 12 (noon) 
period. 

In blueprinting the show, the 
network let it be known that it 
would go on only if it had a 50% 

Pp in advance. Thus far 
rtheoming. 





it hasn't been fo 


While the network points out 
that it went out on a sustaining 
limb in getting the Kate Smih 
dayime TV show off the ground, 
and prior to that even risked a 
$1,000,000 outlay to sustain “Sat- 
urday Night Revue” before getting 
client acceptance, they add that 
“this is 1951; we've proved ail 
our points as to TV's dayiime com- 
mercial impact.” Tightened purse 
strings is another factor in stick- 
ing to the “50% or else” edict. 
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Linger A-Wile 


Six weeks ago, while on the Coast, Fred Wile, NBC-TV exec, 
heard of the plans being formulated for the Japanese Treaty Con- 


ference, which got under 
and set in motion the machinery 


ay last night (Tu 


‘in San Francisco, 
which eventually crystallized in 


utilizing the occasion for inaugurating the coast-to-coast micro- 


cable service. 


Oddly enough, it was the selfsame Wile who, back in 1935 while 
working out of the news department at CBS under Paul White, 
initiated another long-distance communications “preem” and was 
responsible for delaying the signing of the Philippine Independence 


so that it wouldn't interfere with 


a CBS commercial. 


As his special events scoop for Columbia, Wile had negotiated 
the broadcast of the Philippine ceremonies, marking the first 
direct pickup from the Pacific island. The ceremony was set for 10 
p.m. (New York time). However, it wasn’t until he reported back 
to CBS that Wile was notified that, whether or not the Philippines 
got their independence, 10 o'clock was Coast repeat time for the 
““Myrt 'n’ Marge” sponsored show, and CBS had no intention of 


losing out on the coin. 


Wile arranged with Manuel Quezon, the then chief executive 
of the Philippines, to stall the signaturing to 10:30. He agreed. 
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‘Where's Radio?’ Salt Lake City 
Asks in Combatting Hoodlumism 


By NAT BERLIN 


” 





Salt Lake City, Sept. 4. 

Marked rise in hoodlumism and 
juvenile delinquency has set this 
town on its ear, with everyone | 
howling for action, but to date | 
radio has done very little to carry | 
its share of this public service bur- | 
den. 

Problem was spotlighted a few | 
weeks ago with a Federal Bureau | 
of Investigation report on nationai | 
conditions, that showed Salt Lake | 
City over the national average in | 
several categories. Mormon Church- | 
owned paper, Desert News, imme- | 
diately started slugging, and has | 
been running a campaign fer pub- 
lic assistanee through “vigilantes.” | 

Radio stations have dipped into | 
the situation, but so far no one 
has come up with any sustained ef- | 
fort of progremming. KSL and | 
KALL have shown more signs of 
reacting than the others. KALL 
has hit the situation a half a dozen 
times during the past month on its 
daily editorial program, aired 
morning, afternoon and night. In|, 
addition, Paul Sullivan, newscaster, | 
has interviewed Keith Ashton, staff 
announcer who hit the news by 
being chased at 100 miles an hour 
by hoodiums trying to run him off 
the road. But there are no plans 
for a sustained series of programs 
to iry to find the answer to the 
problem. 

KSL had Mayor Earl J. Glade 
on its “Newsman’s Review,” local 
version of “Meet the Press,” last 
Friday (31). Their U. of Utah 
program, aired two weeks ago, took 
up juvenile delinquency in a half- 
hour round table discussion. But | 
again, nothing much is stirring on 
a longtime basis. 

To a certain extent, new KSL | 
child psychology program, “Human 


“(Continued on page 48) 


Melton Vidshow 
Being Pruned? 


The Ford Mstor-sponsored James 
Melton TV show on NBC, one of 
the more costly hour-long musical 
extravaganzas in video, with a 
weekly talent-production nut in 
excess of $40,000, is undergoing 
some drastic revamping, with 
the auto company planning to 
shave it to a half-hour stanza. Move 
follows in the wake of Ford’s 40°% 
auto production curtailment, with 
the subsequent decision to pare the 
advertising allocation by a like 
amount, it's reported. 

Huddles have been going on for 
the past couple of weeks at J. Wal- 
ter Thompson, agency on the ac- 
count, in an effort to resolve the 
status of the Thursday might 9 
to 10 show. Slicing of the pro- 
gram to 30 minutes would open up 
a cream half-hour time segment, 
partially alleviating the web’s SRO 
situation. 

Qddly enough, JWT execs re- 
port dealers like the show and 











> ¢& 


{lucre of that field. 





point te higher ratings. Program 
may shift to the Coast in the spring 


in a general refurbishing plan. i 


The Lighter Note 


Last week, during the meet- 
ing of NBC execs, with key 
affiliate members comprising 
the Economic Study Group 
trying to evolve a pattern to 
e-se the network-affiliate ten- 
sion over rate slashing, NBC 
prexy Joseph H. McConnell 
played host to the station op- 
erators at a dinner at the 
Westchester Country Club, 
Rye. N. Y. From all accounts, 
it was one of the few “hail- 
fellow-well-met” occasions in 
an otherwise serious week of 
ciscussion between the war- 
ring factions. 

The following day McCon- 
nell kept to his bed, reporting 
by phone to his secretary that 
he was suffering from stomach 
distress. Ensuing gag around 
the network was that the af- 
filiate boys tried to poison 
him. 


Hartford Indie’s 
Rebuttal to Web 
‘Tandems Eyed 


Hartford, Sept. 4. 

Secking what he calls a “right- 
ful share of the national spot busi- 
ness,” Paul Martin, station mana- 
ger of WCCC here, has evolved a 
merchandising plan to magnet the 
For every 
$1,000 spot business placed with 
the station, Martin is alloting the 
product five days promotion work 
by a special station merchandising 
man. 

Move is Martin’s rebuttal to the 
pyramid and tandem plans of the 
networks. These have, he said, 
raised havoc with the smaller in- 
dies. Plan of Martin is to beam 
his stunt at those companies who 





have limited or no salesmen or) 


prometion men in the area of the 
spot promotion and who wish to 
crack.the particular market. Pres- 
ently he’s dickering with one of 
the nation’s large drug manufac- 
turers to carry out this type of 
program. 

WCCC is a 500 watt daytimer. 
According to Martin this is the 
first time a small indie has done 
any type of merchandising. The 
larger indie powerhouses do have 
merchandising and marketing de- 
partments. 


Work of the station merchandis- 
ing man will be of a type desig- 
nated by a spot sponser or the 
station. If the product so prefers, 
the merchandise man will make 
goodwill trips into the field, pro- 
mote retailer co-operation or con- 
sumer sales, consumer research, 
house to house canvass, in fact 
anything the product desires. He 


will affidavit his merchandising | 
i will go into the 5:55 p. m. segment. 


(Continued on page 48) 
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WERS’ SAO GUES Biow Sets Daytime TV Formula 
To Combat High Production Costs 


7o HOUSE PRUNING 


By JCE COHEN 


Talent agencies and tele pack- 
agers face one of the most drastic 
revampings in personnel and 
modus operandi in several years 
as a result of virtual sellouts of 
major network video time. Per- 
centeries and packagers are in the 
position of having a surplus of 
manpower that cannot pay off at 
this time. They’re also carrying a 
lot of talent on the books that can- 
not be sold except for guest shots, 
and many offices are dropping op- 
tions because the market. has-dried 


Talent agencies, particularly, are 
in a peculiar position. When video 
promised to become probably the 
most important field in show biz, 
the offices lined up practically 
everyone available to work in the 
new medium. Writers, publicity 
men, vaude and cafe agents, thea- 
tre producers and managers were 
brought in at sizable salaries to 
probe. the potentialities of tele- 
vision. Office toppers, then felt, 
and correctly, that if they came 
in swinging it would pay off. This 
has been particularly true in the 
case of the William Morris Agency 
and Music Corp. of America which 
have corraled more shows than al) 
other agencies combined. 
However, these commission 





| 
| 


‘houses found that despite the fact 


that they were getting a lot of 
revenue out of video, the -depart- | 


}ment wasn't paying off in propor- 
|tion to the earnings of other de- | 
|partments because of the huge 
|amount of manpower needed for | 


servicing and because of the sales | 
force needed to create ideas and | 
market them. 


Lot of Changes on Tap 
Now that possibilities of ex- 


-* 





Bill Paley, Announcer 


Minneapolis, Sept. 4. 


If CBS topper Bill Paley 
ver needs a job he could 
Suality as a radio announcer. 


At least, that’s the conclu- 
sion reached in local radio cir- 
cles following Paley's appear- 
ance on the Cedric Adams’ 
WCCO newscast here. 

Stopping here efi route back 
east after a Wyoming vacation, 
Paley decided he wanted to go 
to the State Fair and catch 
Adams newscast. When Adams 
saw Paley, he called the latter 
to the mike and asked him to 
read a commercial. Paley com- 
plied and, in the opinion of the 
radio people who heard him, 
did a bangup job on the com- 
mercial. Sponsor, too, ex- 
pressed himself as mightily — 
pleased. 

It's believed to be the first 
time that any network board 
chairman, did the commercial 
end of a show on one of his 
cempany’'s stations. 





Philip Morris L 


shifts; Romance 
Out, ‘Storm In 


Philip Morris is bringing back 


“Against the Storm,” onetime Pea- 
body Award winner which it 


+ Fullscale 


counter - offensive 
against television's sky-high pro- 
duction costs was launched by the 
Biow agency this week with the 
preem of the agency's first day- 
time TV soap opera—‘“Search for 
Tomorrow,” which preemed Mon- 
day (3' on CBS-TV under Procter 
& Gamble sponsorship. Agency is 
bringing the five-times-a-week, 15- 
minute serial in at a gross talent 
and production budget of $8,500, 
which is almost the cost of a once- 
weekly 15-minute dramatic show 
in Class A time. Biow plans to 
spend no more than that $8,500 on 
“Love of Life,” its second soaper, 
which preems Sept. 24 for Ameri- 
| can Home Products on CBS-TV. 


Basis of the rock-bottom budget 
|is the almost complete elimina- 
tion of expensive sets, according 
to Roy Winsor, who's supervising 
production of the two shows for 
Biow. Long associated with day- 
time radio serials, Winsor declared 
thesuccess of any soaper depends 
on “a strong story with interest- 
ing characters who have problems.” 
As a result, he said; the scripts will 
emphasize those factors and not set 
decorations. Winsor plans to play 
the shows against a cycloramic 
backdrop. with only a few props as 
| scenery, for the most part. He 
| said the cameras will concentrate 
| on closeups, something akin to the 
| technique developed by NBC pro- 
ducer Albert McCleery for his 
i“Cameo Theatre” series, but the 
camera work will not be so extreme 
since viewers will want some relief 
on a five-times weekly show. 

Winsor decried the realistic 
scenery used on most current video 
shows as being not only unneces- 
sary and, consequently, wasteful 








pansion are nil, the talent toppers | backed two years ago on Mutual, | Ut also as “playing down” to the 


order to consolidate their position | 
by making present time ¢ommit- | 
ments pay off. Some changes are | 
seen in the number of agents in | 
each office. It’s presently planned | 
in some agencies to convert sales 
staffs to creation of new ideas. 
Latter is necessary because of the 
prevalent belief that not all shows 
inhabiting the networks will be re- 
newed after the first 13-week pe- 
riod is over. They must get to- 
gether some powerhouse programs 
with top talent, if they're to buck 
the competition of other agencies 
as well as network-owned shows. 

At MCA, for example, four agents 
have been dropped from the rolls. 
Whether more will go isn’t known | 
as yet. 
fice that MCA prexy Lew Wasser- | 
man is due from the Coast shortly 
to study the situation and change 
over the workings of the video 
sector. Reports indicate that there | 
will be further cuts. At the same 
time, one MCA exec stated that if 
a man looks like material to 
make good at that office, he'll go 
on the payroll. 

The sellout of network time is 
a blow to the percenteries from 
another direction. They have been 

(Continued on page 44) 


Free Sustaining Ride Set 
For ‘Trail’ on ABC Web 


ABC web is giving “Mark Trail” 
a free sustaining ride, starting to- 
day (Wed.), for a month, to get the 
program rolling for its commercial 
start for Kellogg's on Oct. 1. 

Web is giving the 5:30 p. m. kid 
strip some heavy ballyhoo and the 
sustaining run because Kellogg's 
other juve show, “Clyde Beatty,” 
in the same time slot on Mutual, 
kicked off Monday (3). There's a 
strong “battle of the flakes” rivalry | 
between MBS, and ABC and Ken- 
yon & Eckhardt (“Trail”) and Leo 
Burnett (“Beatty”), on which of the 
two entries makes the better rating 
showing. 

During the sustaining period 
“Trail” will have the full half hour. 
When sponsorship staris Oct. 1, 
“Trail” will be cut to 25 minutes, 
and Kellegg’s Victor Borge capsule 














|feel that changes are necessary in ‘to insert in the 3:45 p.m. strip the | 


ciggie has bought on ABC. PM 


is also dropping “Modern Ro- | 


mances,”’ which started as a half- 
hour show and then was shifted to 
a 15-minute serial, and is replac- 
ing it with “Romange of Evelyn 
Winters.” 

“Storm” is a John Gibbs pack- 
age scripted by Sandra Michaels 


audience. “TV is so intimate,” he 
said, “that it doesn't require the 
realistic scenery. Use of just a 
few props will give viewers more 
, of a chance to exert their imagina- 
tions, something like the ‘mental 
| images’ they visualize when listen- 
ing to a radio show. As a result, 
they'll participate more directly in 
the action.” While Biow is 
naturally interested in keeping 


(Mrs. Gibbs). “Winters” is an Air) costs as low as possible, he added, 


Features entry, currenily aired on 
the web, written by Frank and 
Anne Hummert. 

Leonard Reeg, ABC program 
veepee, is planning to originate 
some of the soapers going into the 
chains; upcoming 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
serial block from Chicago. He 


grams to Chi, whence the wash- 
board weeper first developed in 


the '30’s, may give them a fresher | 44Y. 


the agency also considers this the 
| most efficient way to produce the 
soapers. 

Winsor also will attempt to con- 
fine his cast to no more than 25 
each week, using an average of five 
per day. Because the actors may 
| have trouble memorizing their 





It's reported at that of-! feels that moving one or two pro-| lines for a 15-minute strip, the 


| scripters will put the burden of 
dialog on a different character each 
Thus, if the male lead has 


slant and stronger audience ap-| the most lines one day, he'll be 


peal, due to the fact that some of 
the soaper pioneers are still in the 
Windy City. At the same time, 
move will take the load off the 
web's Gotham production facilities. 

Reeg’s concept is using estab- 
lished rather than new properties. 
Among those being considered 
are: “Woman in White,” a General 


"| Mills show; “Joyce Jordan,” a Hi 


Brown property; “The Open Door,” 
John Gibbs’ package; and Elaine 
Carrington’s “Marriage for Two.” 

In addition to “Modern Ro- 
mances,” web will drop “David 
Amity.” Walter Kiernan’s “Farm- 
ily Circle,” will probably be moved 


|; up to an early afternoon slot. but 


the remainder of the chain's after- 
noon sked is likely to be dumped. 


Shriner TV Show Set 


Herb Shriner deal has been set 





'for his own show on ABC-TV, 


starting Oct. 11, in the 2 p.m. 
Thursday spot. It will be backed 
by Cluett-Peabody on a weekly 
basis. 

C-P has been backing “Don 
American Musical Playhouse” in 
that period on an alternate-week 
basis with Packard. However, 
Packard switched agencies from 
Young & Rubicam to Maxon and 


able to loaf through the action the 
| following day while another mem- 
| ber of the cast assumes the major 
dialog. Winsor pointed out, more- 
over, that elimination of expensive 

will give the writers more 
freedom, since they won't be re- 
stricted to scripting their action 
| around a set, the cost of which 
| must be amortized over a certain 
period of time. 





Post-Midnight TV 
On NBC's Agenda 


Although conceding that 11 to 
midnight on TV is “blue chips” 
|} time for local sponsorship, and 
| abandoning hopes of “networking” 
| the late night period, NBC’s video 
|chief have no intention of calling 
jit quits after the 10:59 signoff. 
| Plans are now being formulated 
for a post-midnight network show, 
possibly running to 1 a. m., which 
the web will ch up for sponsor- 
ship and affiliate station accept- 
ance. Network wants to hit on an 
informal “Broadway Open House” 
type of program format, convinced 








j that there’s a large early morning 


is dropping Ameche. C-P saad > audience if the right show 


is Y&R. 


comes along. 
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84 RADIO BREVIEWS Wednesday, Sepiember 5, 1951 

CEDRIC ADAMS SHOW WITH LUIGI AAA AAAAAAAAAAMAAAAAAAAAAAAARAAAAAAAAAAL 
Director: Bob Sutton | with J. Carroll Naish, Alan Reed, z 

Writer: Cedric Forte, Hans Conried, Jody t 
5 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 3:55 p.m. Gilbert, Mary Shi t 0 ; 
PILLSBUR Director: Mac . + 
CBS, from Minneapolis Writers: Benoff, Lou Derman > 

This five-days-a-week five min-| 30 Mins.; Tues. (28), 6 p.m. 4 


transcribed Cedric Adams’ 
session, resumed for the third suc- 


utes 


cessive season, finds the “Mr. Ra-| 


dio’ of lecal WCCO radio station 
using the same format—an inti- 
mate, homey, friendly verbal tete- 
a-tete with housewives. Adams 
principally supplies tidbits of use- 


ful information. He also remi- 
nisces, takes sentimental and nos- 
talgic journeys and _  intervicws 
celebrities’ wives. Into his five 


minutes he manages to pack a sur- 
prising amount of interesting and 
informotive patter. At the ouiset, 


he bids his listeners to pull up 
t ‘s and relax during his 
brief ‘“visit’—it'll do them goo 

ana his approach and his top 


drawer presentation and first-rate 
materia. are calculated to cause 
them to do just that. 

Biggest of big shot radio per- 
sonality and newspaper columnist 
in his own bailiwick, with more 
local sponsored ether shows than 
you can shake a stick at, and a 
WCCO contract believed to cali 
for the 'argest radio stipend oui- 
side of New York and. Hollywood. 
along with the top non-syndiceted 
columnisi* readership, Adams has 
the equipment to make him an 
ideal choice for his present as- 
signment. 

With a voice of rich, sonorous 
timbre, perfect enunciaiion, a 
smooth and finished delivery, an 
easy, ingratiating manner, a sense 
of the dramatic and how to. crys- 
tallize it over the ether, and an 
uncanny ability to propel his ar- 
resting personality. this master- 
hand at the mike can’t help but 
achieve a rapport with his listen- 
ers. 

Season's initial show had Adams 
recalling some of his summer's 
happenings, including a pleasant 
visit with Art Linkletter, and tell- 
ing what will be offered by his 
ensuing programs, the last five 
minutes of Pillsbury’s half-hour 
shows on which Linkletter con- 
sumes 25 minutes. 


Adams’ show is designed to sell 


Pillsbury’s pie crust mix and he} 


tells what it can do for the house- 
wife. Listeners sending usable 
items to him will receive gift 
packages, he advised. Consider- 
ing the show's brevity, the single 
commercial impressed as _ being 
overly long, but it was delivered 
with Adams’ usual i 
ees. 


FESTIVAL OF MUSIC 
With Martin Bookspan 
Producer: Bookspan 
390 Mins., Sun., 5:30 p.m., 12- 
(midnight) 
Participating 
WCOP, Boston 
This is a solid Sunday evening 


block of longhair recordings, which | 


undoubtedly sets a record for con- 
tinuous airtime for a Hub deejay, 
with Martin Bookspan taking over 
from 5:30 p.m. until station's sign- 


off at midnight. Actually however, | 


the platter spinner has plenty of 
intermissions for the longhair 
disks usually run anywhere from 
five minutes to 20 minutes while 
in th case of last week's show the 
Hub air preem of the Liepzig 
Gewandhau orchestra's Urania 
recording of “Tristan and Isolde,” 
consumed four hours. 

The six and a half-hour stint is 
broken into segments, teeing off 
with the “Sunday Pops,” hour and 
a half of selections of lighter long- 
hair stuff, such as Listz’ “Piano 
Rhapsody” for piano and orch, 
etc., followed by the “Sunday Eve- 
ning Hour" from 7:05 until 8 p.m. 
spotlighting heavier music, the 
Artur Rubenstein recording of 
Brahms’ “G Minor Concerto for 
Piano” featured, when caught. The 
“Evening Concert,” the 8-11 ses- 
sion, showcases a complete re- 
corded opera with the final hour 
tabbed “The Martin Bookspan 
Show” following the familiar 
jay format, the spieler invitinz 
listeners to phone him and discuss 
subjects relative to longhair music, 
composers, artists, etc., interspers- 
ing with platter spinning. Oc- 
casionally he has guests on this 
segment, but due to the length of 

erformance of “Tristan and 
solde” this stanza was neces- 
sarily omitted last week. 

Bookspan, a recent addition to 
WCOP staff, is recognized as an 
authority in the classical music de- 


partment and he purveys back- | 
ground info in a casual but infor- | 


mative style. Stuffiness, which 
could easily — into this type 
program, is conspicuous by its ab- 
sence, Bookspan handling the pro- 
gram notes adroitly and with au- 
thority. It should garner plenty of 
listening among Hub's lon#air 
music addicts, Elie. 


‘ 


WRIGLEY 
CBS, from Hollywood 
(Arthur Meyerhoff ) 

Only Cy Howard, creator of this 
daffy dish of dialects, is missi 
from the original that CB 
launched three seasons ago amid 
much uncertainty as to its com- 
mercial potential. Wrigley gave it 
a ride last season, was impressed 
with its showing and is again tak- 
ing up the tab. Howard since has 
gone on to bigger things. _ 

Main character of Luigi Basco, 
Italian immigrant who strives to 
become a good citizen, is played by 
J. Caroll Naish with an endearing 
charm that gives the piece its only 
semblance of sanity.. Surrou ding 
him are a collection of dialecti- 
cians that turn the plot topsy turvy 
and gags are piled on malaprops. 
On the getaway there seemed to be 








HARRY SALTER 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
Stop the Music—ABC 





an overload of —T oe 

situations that inveighed agains 

the poignancy of Luigi's struggle | MEET CORLISS ARCHER | 

for an education. | With Janet Waldo, Sam Edwards, ' 
However, with such seasoned Fred Shields, Irene Tedrow;} 

vets as Hans Conried, Joe Forte, John Hiestand, announcer 

Alan Reed and Jody Gilbert it | Producer-director: Helen Mack 

came off as rollicking, rowdy | Writer: Jerry Adelman 

c’owning with Luigi all but lost in | 30 Mins., Sun., 9 p.m. 

the shuffle. Conried as the gur-| ELECTRIC LIGHT & POWER 

gling Schultz and Reed's Pasquale CBS, from Hollywood 

carried most of the laugh load, | (N. W. Ayer) 

with Forte also socking across his Corliss Archer is back from her 

Naish has mastered the de- | summer vacation, to the probable 














lines. . 

lichtful shadings of the little im-/ elation of all of her teen-age 
migrant and wins complete sym-|friends. But other listeners to the 
pathy as he overcomes the mount-/ first program of “Meet Corliss) 


ing obstacles in his path toward | Archer” Sunday (2), after a sum- | be 


|mer hiatus, must have felt that the | 
'popular family comedy series was | 
off form, or at least slow in round- | 
jing into shape. Segment was a 
| pallid 30 minutes of trite situa- 
tion and stock gags, as the Archers | 
|resumed their home routine. 

Corliss was in a mooning mood, 
|}to the dismay of her extrovertish 
‘boy friend Dexter, and Corliss’ | 
|parents weren't of much help, at) 
first. Dexter brought them his} 
|new problem—Corliss refused .to| 
|indulge in kissing anymore, be-| 
|cause it was oldhat—and the trio | 
| got together to make Corliss 4 
out of this subversion. This af- 
| forded opportunity for a few gags, | 
which were a little corny, but did | 
WTCN-TV and radio are set for | Permit for some homey philosophy | 


what ‘undoubtedly will, be one of| ‘2 be,.worked im by Mr. Archer, 
the nation’s most unusual safety | — 


round again. 
promotiens. Station has arranged | g 5 


good Americanism. In these days 
of hyphenated-loyalty and ques- 
tionable patriotism, his delineation 
of Luigi is warmly welcome as the 
paragon of good citizenship. 
Wrigley intrudes only briefly to 
expose its message and presents 
Luigi as “a friendly, good-natured 
It’s all that and pleasant 
Helm. 


show.” 
entertainment, too. 


WTCN Safety Promotion 
Hoopla for 20,000 Kids 
Ties in 22 Minn. Stations 


Minneapolis, Sept. 4 





|a faltering, nervous 


to have 20,000 youngsters through- 
out the state inducted by the 
state’s governor-to-be E. E. Ander- 
son into the school safety patrol 
with elaborate ceremonies in front 
of the State Fair grandstand Sept. 
18. Affair .involves a tiein with 
| the American Legion, the State 
| Highway Department, public 
schools, the Twin Cities street rail- 
way company and 22 other Min- 
| mesota radio stations, most of the 
latter members of the Upper Mid- 
/west Broadcasting System. 
Of the 20,000 youths, 6,700 will 
| be from the Twin Cities and dur- 
‘ing the half-hour ceremony their 
| induction will be televised and 
radio broadcast by WTCN. 
| Simultaneously, the WTCN ra- 
'dio show will be fed to the state- 
wide network of the 22 other sta- 
tions so that the remaining 13,300 
| youngsters present in their towns’ 
| radio stations and listening to the 
| radio, can take the school safety 
| oath from Anderson at the Fair 
| Grounds. 

In the local communities, the 
State Highway Department, public 
| school systems and American Le- 
gion will work with the town’s ra- 
dio station in rounding up the 
youths and escorting them to the 








broadcasts. 


| may have been due to the high- 


Part of the segment’s unreality | 


pitched accents of Sam Edwards | 


|as Dexter, who sounded for all the | 


world like Charlie McCarthy. | 
Janet Waldo continued Corliss’ | 
dreamy moods, while Fred Shields 
and Irene Tedrow ongey han- 
died the parent roles. Felix Mills’ 
orchestra had excellent music 
bridges, but script and direction 
were only so-so. Brog. 


NARTB SLAPS BENTON 
BILL AS DANGEROUS 


Washington, Sept. 4. 

National Assn. of Radio and 
Television Broadcasters has 
labeled the Benton bill, to create 
a national citizens’ advisory board 
for radio and television, as “the 
most dangerous and far-reaching 
to come before the Congress in 
recent years.” 

Two days of hearings on the 
measure open tomorrow morning 
(5) before the Senate Commerce 
Committee, with NARTB slated to 
lead the opposition. 

Measure has under the fire of 
broadcasters because the commit- 
tee would be an informal, advisory 








censor on programming and public 
service. 





i 





station and Minneapolis State and 


ee. motion, WITCN-TV and WTCN-AM and FM are conducting a poll to 


| Inside Stuff—Radio 


| Tied in with the picture “Jim Thorpe—All American” as a joint 


St. Paul Paramount theatres pro- 


"determine whom, among six living Minnesota athletes, the public con- 
siders the greatest. The six, selected as candidates by a board of Twin 
Cities sports experts, are Bronko Nagurski, Pudge Heffelfinger, Johnny 
McGovern, Arnie Oss, Leonard Frank and Bud Grant, all of whom won 
fame on the gridiron. 

Rollie Johnson, WTCN sports director, will do the polling, asking his 
audiences to send in votes. To the first 100 persons voting and giving 
correctly the scores of the Carlisle Indians-Minnesota football games, 
Johnson awards guest tickets to the film. Poll will be climaxed Sept. 
12 when Johnson will present a giant Jim Thorpe trophy to the winning 
candidate. The presentation will be between halves at the Green Bay- 
San Francisco pro exhibition charity football game at the local Stadium 
—a further plug for the station and film. 





As a result of the guesting of Leland Hayward, “Remains to be 
Seen” producer, and Russel Crouse, co-author of the Broadway legiter, 
on Barry Gray’s program, the show has bought four participations 
weekly on the gabber’s WMCA, N. Y., stanza. Guest shot of Hayward 





and Crouse, both aficionades of Gray's airer, brought a healthy number 
of requests for tickets. Two annouvn-cir nts p!ugging the advance sale 
brought 500 responses during the first week. “Remains 


” opens in. 
iN. Y. Oct. 3. 


' 
- 


Irving Berlin’s more than 90-min- 
ute stint on Barry Gray’s WMCA 
post-midnight show last Wednes- 
day was one of those electric and 
spontaneous marathons. It is a 
fundamental as to why these noc- 
turnal koffee-klatches intrigue so 
many show biz listeners. This new 
evolution of the disk jockey, of 
which Gray is the No. 1 exponent, 


has been building an important and 
ever-increasing audience. Some of 
the time the boys and girls are air- 
ing their egos; sometimes there is 
a “casting” gimmick, because of 
some exploitation tieup; sometimes 
it permits the amateur oracles to 
indulge in some al fresco pundit- 
ing—and, sometimes, it produces 
inspired broadcasts. Berlin's was 
one of these. His last hour, after 
initial half- 
hour, which proceeded along con- 
ventional lines of “the Berlin saga,” 
was socko showmanship because it 
was forthright, honest and simple 
in its recounting. So was the fore- 
part, for that matter, but by now 
everybody knows the story of the 
singing waiter who married the so- 
ciety girl and made good not only 


|in Tin Pan Alley but in an import- 


ant Americanism manner. 


Gray could not be _ wholly 
blamed for leading him along con- 
ventional lines, although this should 
a barometer in future when 
other subjects are just as well 
known, since he wanted to lay a 
groundwork. But when Berlin got 
rolling on his own it was “poor lit- 
tie colored boy who writes my 
songs,” but with human-interest 


|and an unpretentiousness that made 


this particular broadcast a collec- 
tor’s item indeed. ‘Gray ap- 
parently now has the foresight 
o have a tape-recorder handy 


THE HUBBARDS 

With Eddie and Jackie Hubbard 
60 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 12 a.m. 
Participating 

WENR, Chicago 


That venerable premise on which 
to build a midnight show from a 
saloon or eatery is back in evidence 
again. It states: toss in a few 
guest celebs, spin a couple of plat- 
ters, talk -over the telephone, and 
for good measure, send out a free 
record album to a perpetual dial- 
turner, Eddie Hubbard, an ace 
— and needle boy, and wife 

ackie ar the latest pair to bid for 

dominance via the same creaky 
format. And it may be conceded 
that the show, originating from the 
Shangri-La restaurant, is merely 
the best of a bad lot. main 
ingredient, entertainment, is stil! 
lacking, still leaving a hole on Chi- 
cago radio at midnight big enough 
to drive a truck through. 

Biggest fault here is the apparent 
difficulty in using up the hour- 
long segment, since both Hubbard 
and his m are far from being 
the loquacious type. Main object 
of interest is a contest idea, in 
which the pair do a skit designed 
to reveal clues to the identity of 
prominent personalities. It’s a 
clever idea and by far the mainstay 
of the show. 

Why Hubbard is chary of spin- 
ning platters is a capees. Only 
one cut was hea on session 
caught (29), the rest of the time 
being occupied in interviews.amon 
out-of-towners and a discussion o 
the answer to the mystery skit on 
the previous show. 

Kindly stated, the segment is 
boring: it would be less so with 
more music. Both 
his wife impress with sincerity and 
warmth, but they can't beat the 
format. 

Commercials, which consist of a 
drive-in theatre spot and pl for 
the eatery, are intoned capably. It 
might be better for the Shangri-La, 
however, if Hubbard sounded hun- 
grier when he reads the — 

e 


ABC Loses Out on Its Try 
To Lure ‘North’ From CBS 


Attempt by ABC to lure Col- 
gate’s “Mr. and Mrs. North” over 
from CBS has flopped, with the 
sponsor deciding to stick with Co- 
lumbia. 

ABC predicated its pitch to Col- 
gate on the fact that the Norths had 
followed Sterling Drug’s “Mystery 
Theatre” on Tuesday evenings. 
With Sterling moving over from 
Columbia to ABC, latter web 
sought to bring over the Norths 





,as well, to keep the programs in a 


block. CBS, however, was able to 
halt the ABC maneuver. 


Hubbard and | Sam 


for such signal occasions). It 
certainly placed Berlin right up 
there with a memorable Al Jolson 
| songalog he did with Gray on WOR 
| some five years ago during the lat- 
'ter’s “drop dead” days when Gray 
,lacked the savvy and savoir-faire 
of now. The other to par it was 
jan Eddie Cantor broadcast last 
|year, which rates with Jolson and 
Berlin. 


| Gray’s showmanship is now 
standard, and while his punditing 
| and positiveness are still a source of 
| mild irritation to some, his balance 
is considerably better, and his bat- 
‘ting average’s of such stature that 
he now enjoys an unique position 
| with the hep show biz bunch. By 
|nature of calling or_ nervousness, 
the show bunch are traditional in- 
;somniacs. In addressing himself 
shrewdly to that sophisticated 
cross-section of get-home-laters and 
| stay-ups Gray also automatically 
attracts the not-so-heps. He talks 
their language but, another plus, is 
| his glibness on matters politic, eco- 
| nomic and the like. Gray gets over- 
| board in that league, where he must 
| perforce be at variance with one 
| side or the other. 


Gray is a show biz phenomenon 
who bids fair to set a pattern of 
freedom-of-the-air that is new be- 
cause it’s old. It's old in the AM 
tradition, although outmoded with 
the coming of “peace,” as the ces- 
|sation of World War II hostilities 
might be laughingly called—and 
it's old, of course, in the tradition 
lef freedom of the press. How- 
;ever, so revised have the radio 
|}commentator standards become in 
recent postwar years that “the 
|}open mike” technique assumes 
;}nmew dariag. Certainly WMCA's 
|Nathan Straus is not lacking in 
| courage in backing up Gray, and 
, that goes in a measure also to Lou 
| Rubin, boniface of Chandler's, the 
bistro from whence Gray crigi- 
nates, although in the latter's in- 
stance, the eatery benefits from the 
nocturnal commentator’s draw; he 
'is probably least concerned with 
the context so long*as the pull is 
|there. The station, however, does 
|assume an extraordinary responsi- 
bility. 
| The next 
concerns itsel 





intra-trade question 
f with the future of 
|such programs. CBS had Gray 
| Sated for a summer replacement 
| and, for one reason or another, but 
easily assumed to be, fundamental- 
ly, one of caution, the network 
paid him off rather than take any 
chances. From the standpoint of 
network operation it might even 
have even been wise. But on the 
broad basis of showmanship—and 
the TV inroad on radio nowada 
is such that AM could stand a li 
showmanship and _  derring-do— 
Gray's outspoken technique is cer- 
tainly audience-arresting. Granted 
that the ———— of an open 
mike doesn mean that every 
“flannel-mouth” announcer could 
be entrusted with such, there is 
no question that the sounds-in-the- 
night that has evolved as a mid- 
night disk jockey—a broad conno- 
tation, al a misnomer—is a 
new form of radio showmanship. 
This evolution of opinionating, the 
Q. and A. bull sessions on special- 
ized phases (show biz and other- 
wise), and the voicing-of-the-gripes 
constitute the mid century's 
form of roundtable. It’s back-fence 
gossip wired for sound. And, most 
importantly, it’s an open forum to 
which the pros and cons can come 
to air a beef, an opinion or ex- 
pound a cause. e show biz 
names, as well as others of the 
calibre and stripe of Justice 
uel Rosenman, Morris lL 
Ernst, Mike Quill, Justice Ferdi- 
nand Pecora, Fire Commissioner 
Jacob Grumet, et al., see 
think this out-of-the- East 
St. (N. Y.) bistro a sufficient lure 
to a BK = mount oa mi- 
crophon ump for speechmaking. 
The show Sendh. if not a bit bored 
with their own iik, certainly are 
prone to respect other “names” in 
other fields, and the parade of per- 
sonalities has been such that this 
WMCA station has aired a who's 
who of greats. Among the the- 
atrical segment people like Ethel 
Merman and B. S. Pully, Leland 
Hayward and Henry Dunn, Ina 
Claire and Tex & Jinx, Ruth Chat- 
terton and Sadie Banks, Eddie 
Cantor and Jan Murray, Irvin 
Berlin and Nick Kenny, Russe 
Crouse and Benny Fields, Beck- 
man & Pransky, Jose Ferrer and 
Maxie Rosenbloom, Dorothy Mac- 
kaill and Monica Lewis, Ivan An- 
nenberg and Gardner, Danton 
Waiker and Sylvester, Gloria 
Swanson and Peggy Lee have come 
to the Gray-Chandiler’s mike. If 


an indie can attract that kind of 
a_ cross-section of cuffo artists, 
what are the potentials for a net- 
work show? Abei. 
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NEW ACCENT ON OLD T 


ugust Viewing S. 
Following is a comparison of ratings and number of homes 
reached by the top 10 shows during August, 1950, as compared 


with those for August, 1951. 
Nielsen Co. 


Figures are provided by the A. C. 


AUGUST, 1951 


Homes Reached 


Rating (900) 
I HN ee ie es si mnied 31.8 2.782 
FO 2 | 31.4 3,410 
Arthur Godfrey's Friends (CBS) ......... 29 3,443 
eee We ees Meee. si cs . an. de ua 28.6 2,870 
Amateur Hour (NBC) .......... “a e 28 3,336 
Fireside Theatre (NBC) ........cccccecse 27.7 3,273 
Bratt “pent Gem) S . . cca c chcécccccccs 27.1 2,817 
> & 5 » Fear tere 26.9 3,046 
i 8, i a ee ! 26.8 2.641 
Westinghouse Theatre (CBS) 26.4 3,189 

AUGUST, 1950 

ee Ge Wee (Ce . i. csv becceee 35.7 1,710 
Stop the Music (2d half) (ABC) 32.6 1,828 
wera Geer Revue (NBC) .....ccccccccocs 29.7 1,722 
Lone Ranger ee ey ee 28.8 1,499 
a enn 27 1,446 
Cavalcade of Stars (DuMont) ........... 25.9 1,299 
maeateur Bowr GIBCO) .........ccccccece 25.8 1,299 
Stop the Music (ist half) (ABC) ........ 25.5 1,191 
SEE MUD GORI) oo ccc cu cvcsecececss 24.5 1,393 
Break the Bank (NBC) ..............0e. 23.5 1,136 











Frisco Preps Conference Coverage; 
Three-Video-Station Pool Set Up 


San Francisco, Sept. 4. 


A three-video-station pool, un- 
der the aegis of KPIX (CBS af- 
filiate), joined by KGO-TV (ABC) 
and KRON (NBC), will siphon the 
Japanese Peace Treaty Conference 
to the nation from the War Memo- 
rial Opera House tonight (4) 
through Sept. 8, with the com- 
bined equipment of the three sta- 


+ 





Chi TV Set Sales Dip 


Chicago, Sept. 4. 
Television set sales in the Windy 
City area dropped off again during 
July, according te Electric Assn. 
| figures. 
| Purchases 


during the month 





One of the major phenomena in 
broadcasting is the almost unprec- 
|edented appeal for non-English 
| programming, not only on foreign 
| language stations but within the 
|framework of AM Operations in 
| genera! 
| Whatever the reason (and as yet 
|the “one big worid” sleuths have 
|yet to analyze the causes), a large 
|segment of the American listening 
public showing an increasing 
fondness for the non-English-ac- 
cented shows. 
trenscend the entertainment values 
of such programming in that thev 
could foster a greater understand- 
ling among peoples is, perhaps, of 
secondary importapce to clients 
(though they’re all quick to foot- 
j}note it). Primarily the sponsors 
are attracted to these shows be- 
| cause of their increasing audiences. 


Within the span of a few months, 


the Loew's-owned WMGM indie in| 


|New York, in a radicai departure 
from its customary programming 
formula, has hit the Gotham jack- 
| pot with its weekly “American Jew- 
| ish Caravan of Stars” show, which 
piles up a higher rating than any 
program in New York during tle 
| Sunday hour it’s on the air. Yet 
| the station’s analysis of its mail 
| pull shows that a large segment 
|of the listeners are non-Jewish. 
Similarly, another brace of New 
| York indies; WNEW and WQXR, 
which have a penchant for showcas- 
ing French tunes, report increasing 
| popularity for such shows among 
| its dialers. By the same token, the 
|U. S. network built up by the 





tions utilized in covering the his-| were 11,828, bringing the total in| French Broadcasting System for 


toric event. 
Coordinating the programs for 
the combined network pool is Sig 


Mickelson, director of news and | 


public affairs for the CBS TV net- 
work. 

The Opera House, scene of the 
sessions, will have five TV camera 
positions with an additional three 
standby cameras. The engineering 
staff will man two master control 
rooms, one for the regular five 
camera setup and one for the 
standbys during the transcontinen- 
tal transmissions. Tentative posi- 
tions of the five cameta positions 
will be three inside the house, one 
in the lobby and one fronting the 
building. 

Radio will be widely represented 
by all networks both within and 
outside the house, with mobile and 
other units on hand to cover spot 
events. Many eastern originations 
will be shifted to the local scene 
during the sessions. 

Microwave will cut a big figure 
fn the telecasting. The simulcast- 
ing of President Truman's opening 
address was scheduled to take 
place last night (Tues.) on both 
radio and TV networks. 

Heading epereticn staff for 
KPIX will be Dave Kees, produc- 
tion manager; George Mathieson, 
engineering director, and Sandy 
Spillman, program director. 

Gathered in San Francisco to 


(Continued on page 46) 


WBIG Staff Trimming; 
Overhaul Blamed On 
Webs’ Rate Reduction 


Greensboro, N. Car., Sept. 4. 

Possible tipoff to the effect on 
some affiliate radio stations of the 
networks’ recent cut in rates was 
furnished this week by WBIG, 
CBS outlet here, which served 
notice to its staff of a stringent 
tightening of the operational 
pursestrings and of a probable 
axing of some staffers. Move is 
highlighted by WBIG's purchase of 
tape-recording uipment, which 
will make possible the taping in 
advance of early morning and eve- 
ning programs. These are to be 
handled directly from the trans- 
mitter, so that the studios can be 
closed’ in another cost-saving 
measure. 

In a note to the staff, WBIG 
general manager Gilbert M. Hutch- 

(Continued on page 46) 





|the region served by the four Chi 
video stations to 949,793. During 
| June 17,495 receivers were sold. 


McNeill Snagged 


~ On Clearances 


- Chicago, Sept. 4. 
ABC is sweating out a station 
clearance problem on the Wednes- 
day night Don McNeill video show 
which is due to kick off again next 
week for Philco. Facts_are e .ceed- 


ingly hard to come by the actual 
situation with neither the network 
nor MeNeill’s office putting out 
much information other than the 
show will go on next week. 


Because, with Philco bankrolling 
only every other week, the half- 
hour Chi-based offering will ride 
on a skip-week basis, it’s believed 
to be encountering some resistence 
from station execs in the pick-and- 
' cheose situations. Philco reportedly 
is hoping for a 30-station lineup, 
which is a high mark to shoot at 
under the circumstances. 


McNeill’s video spread is due for 
some revamping, with George 
Cahan coming in from ABC’s Hol- 
lywood office to assume producer 
chores. Although the show will be 
starting only its second season, it’s 
hit about par as far as producers 
are concerned. Cahan is the fourth. 
Previously, Iver McLaren, Jerry 
Morrison and Leonard Holton oc- 
cupied the producer’s chair last 
season at various times. 


NBC Sets Two Series 
In Syndication P 
Hollywood, Sept. 4. 
First two Coast shows in NBC's 
revived film syndication plan for 
television are Don Sharpe's “Dan- 
gerous Assignment” starring Brian 
Donlevy and “The Texas Rangers.” 
Bill Karn directs the pilots of th 
two series at Goldwyn studio. 
Both will be shot in 26 minutes, 











of the hard-ridin’ Texas peace of- 
ficers rather than revolving around 
a main character, such as Joel 
McCrea in the radio version. An- 
other actor will play the part. 





with the “Rangers” to be a story | 


its transcribed shows now encom- 
passes several hundred stations in 
|all parts of the country, with al- 
|}most weekly additions to the ros- 
ter of outlets. 

When, a few years back, TV be- 
gan to project itself as a threat to 
AM operators, it was readily agreed 
that the stations directing its pro- 
gramming toward the foreign-lan- 
.guage segments of the populace 
would perhaps be the last to feel 
the video impact. What's been 
happening since has more than 
borne out the erystal-gazing. For 
during the past year, f lan- 
guage stations, particularly in New 
York, have evidenced a freshness 
and vitality matched only by the 
enthusiasm of the sponsors climb- 
ing aboard the linguistic outlets. 
(It’s similarly recognized today 
that the guy who grabs himself a 
TV channel for the metropolitan 
New York area for foreign lan- 
| guage videocasts will be cornering 
| 





for himself a sizable chunk of 
sponsorship coin). No such outlet 
| exists today, although WOR-TV re- 
serves weekly time slots for Italian 
pix, as does WPIX, N. Y. 

| Lacking its own TV outlet, WOV, 
| the Italian-slanted Gotham station 
which looks headed for a banner 
year in the face of a general AM 
slump, is going into video produc- 
tion, making filmed commercials 
in Rome for lHalian clients in this 
country. 

| Unusual success in catering to 
'the non-English populace via its 
|multiple foreign language pro- 
| gramming is also reported by 
| WHOM, the multi-lingual station 
| operated by Fortune Pope and pro- 
grammed by Charles Baltin (which 
only recently innovated the first all- 
Chinese program on the station’s 
FM adjunct), and by WWRL, the 
Woodside, L. I., station which par- 
layed its foreign language promo- 
/tional activities into a VARIETY 
| Showmanagement Award the past 
| season, 





Jene Sales Expanding 
Coverage on ABC-TV 


Jene Sales Corp., for its home 
permanent, is expanding its time 
purchase on ABC-TV from an al- 
ternate-week to a weekly basis. 
Sponsor has the Thursday 10-10:30 
| p.m. period, starting Sept. 27, but 
|hasn’t yet picked a program. 

Jene is a New York outfit, but 
its agency, Sherwin Robert, 
gers & Associates, is in Chi. 
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MULT INCI {lS Nielsen Survey Shows Hefty Payoff 


For Summer Sponsors on Video 





Radio Premieres 


(Sept. 5-15) 
Following is a list of shows, 
either new er returning after 
a summer hiatus, which preem 
on the four major radio net- 
works during the next 10 days 
(Sept. 5-15): 


Sept. 5 
Mark Trail. Adventure- 
drama ABC 5§:30-6 p.m., 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Sustaining 
Sept. 6 
Father Knows Best. Situa- 
tion Comedy. NBC, 8-8:30 


p.m. General Foods, via Ben- 
ton & Bowles. 

Hallmark Playhouse. Drama. 
CBS, 8:30-9 p.m. Hall Bros., via 
Foote, Cone & Belding. 

Hit Parade. Music. NBC, 
10-10:30 p.m. American To- 


bacco, through BBD&O. 
Sept. 7 

Gillette Cavalcade of Sports. 
Boxing. ABC, 10-10:45 p.m. 
Gillette, via Maxon. 

Sept. 8 

At Ease, with Pvt. Eddie 
Fisher. Music. ABC, 11:30-12 
noon. Sustaining. 

Stan Daugherty Presents. 
Variety. CBS, 4-4:15 p.m. 
Sustaining. 

Sept. 9 


World News Roundup. News. 
CBS, 4-4:30 p.m. Sustaining. 

Theatre Guild on _ Air. 
Drama. NBC, 8:30-9:30 p.m. 
U. S. Steel, via BBD&O. 

Walter Winchell. Newcasts. 
ABC, 9-9:15 p.m. Hudnut, via 
Kenyon & Eckhardt. 


Sept. 13 
Romance. Drama. CBS, 
11:30 p.m.-midnight. Sustain- 
ing. 
Sept. 15 . 
Nation’s Nightmare. Crime 
documentary. CBS, 9:30-10 


Continued Upbeat 
In AM Spot Sales 





Spot radio field continues to} 


show an upbeat, cued to the fall 
buying season. 

The Drackett Co., through Young 
& Rubicam, is breaking a campaign 
in about 35 major markets. It is 


purchasing into women's participa- | 


tion programs for its Drano and 
Windex products. 

Continental Oil Co. is buying 
five daytime and five nighttime pro- 
grams weekly, for a period of eight 
weeks, starting Oct. 1, in several 
markeis. Agency is Geyer, Newell 
& Ganger. 

Motorola TV js launching a six- 
week drive in 40 cities, mostly 
those receiving primary television 
service, effective Oct. 21. Campaign 
is being handled by Ruthrauff & 
Ryan. 

American Safety Razor, for Blue 
Star and Treet blades, is wrapping 
up a spot campaign in 100 cities. 
BBD&O agency is choosing morn- 
ing and evening time with emphasis 
on strong male appeal. Drive starts 


_Monday (10) for 10 weeks. 





Pinza-Berle Team Up 
As M&L Replacement 


Ezio Pinza and Milton Berle 
take over the Sept. 23 installment 
of the “Colgate Comedy Hour” on 
TV. Initially, the third show in 
the series had been allocated to 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, but 
the comedy team has been forced 
te postpone its season’s “debut be- 
cause of the upcoming “At Sea 
With the Navy” pic commitment. 

Under his newly-signed con- 
tract with NBC, Pinza does his 
first TV show this Saturday (8) 


* Television sponsors who stay. d 


on the air threughout the summer 
got their money's worth. Special 
| statistical study of summer video 
viewing for this summer as com- 
pared to the summer of 1950, com- 
| piled for Varrety by the A. C. 
| Nielsen Co., reveals that even 
though the percentage of TV homes 
}using their sets declined this year. 
ithe average top program picked 


lup at least 1,000,000 additional 
homes because of the increase in 
set circulation. 

Siump in sets in use, which was 
jfelt in all evening time periods, 


;}may have some significance in fu- 
ture years, when set circulation 
becomes stabilized. But, for this 
year at least, it didn’t harm the 
summertime bankrollers any, since 
| the increase in the total number of 
| sets more than compensated for the 
percentage drop in viewing. Cou- 
| pling this fact with the knowledge 
| that the July-August-September 
|quarter is traditionally the be : 
|saleswise for most industries indi- 
cates that TV’s summertime bank- 
rollers received a hefty payoff this 
| year. 


What was responsible for the per- 
| centage drop in sets in use will be 
determined by the diary surveys 
to come. Surprisingly, the single 
itime period which showed more 
|sets in use for the first week of 
August this year over the same pe- 
|riod in 1950 was 5 to 6 p.m. It’s 
| believed that this represents the 
| pre-dinner hour, when the house- 
wife might have taken time off 
from her chores to relax with TV, 
lor the husband might have sat 
'down before his receiver prior to 
dinner. In addition, it’s the time 
|when the kids might have come in 
from play to watch their favorite 
western film. 

Otherwise, the drop in sets in 
use ranges from about 1% to 4%. 
For the 7 to 8 p. m. period for the 
first week in August last year, 
29.9% of the TV homes had their 
sets tuned in, as against 26.1% for 
the same period this year. For the 
8 to 9 period, it was 42.9% last 
year, as against 37.4% this year. 
Other hours showed the following 
drop: 9 to 10 p. m., 51.4% for ‘50, 
compared with 48% for ’51; 10 to 
11, 50.2% for '50, as against 48% 
in '51, and 11 to midnight, 35.6% 
for ‘50, compared with 34% for ‘51, 


Number of homes reached, par- 
ticularly for the top-rated pro- 
grams, was up considerably this 
year, however. For example, CBS’ 
“Toast of the Town,” which headed 
| the Nielsen top 10 for August, 1950, 
|with a 35.7 rating, reached 1,710,- 
000 homes. For August this year, 
CBS’ “Big Town” topped the pa- 
|rade, with a rating of 31.8% (down 
_ because of the lower sets in use 
‘figure’, but it played to 2,782,000 
homes. 


Gen. Sarnoff’s ‘Show Me’ 
To AM Boys in Followup 
On Credo for Future 


General David Sarnoff's accent 
|on TY, and its potential of making 
AM as obsolescent, in time, as 
sound made silent pictures, drew 
plenty of intra-radio industry at- 
| tention and comment. Even his 
|own NBC (radio? network officials 











| wanted elaboration thereon. 


Before expounding that the ex- 
clusive Variety interview didn’t 
indicate any “sudden death” inter- 
ference for AM, General Sarnoff 
told his executives that he “would 
be very pleased indeed if the ra- 
dio billings prove me radically 
wrong.” But, regardless, this 
was a forecast into the future— 
and, even with the future tense, 
the Radio Corp. of America board 
chairman cited to his NBC (radio 
division) executives that he pur- 
posely stated, “But that doesn’t 
mean there will not always be a 
large sphere of influence for sound 
broadcasting alone.. That goes for 





when he emcees the preem of “All-| 5/8 a8 well as small cities alike.” 


sion as his second chore. 


Another phase that disturbed 
(Continued on page 46) 
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The Silver Jubilee 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY | 


AFFILIATED ENTERPRISES 




















Will be celebrated in a Special Section of 


ARIETY 


Later This Month 








ee 


The Achievements and Progress of NBC in the 
Past 25 Years Will Be Editorially Reviewed and 
Appraised Along With the Future Horizons of 
NBC, RCA, RCA Victor and Affiliated Enterprises. 





Scientific Progress, Artistic Development, Talent All These Aspects Will Receive Comprehensive 
Potentials, Merchandising, Advertising and Sales Editorial Coverage for a Permanent Record Com- 
Promotion, Radio and Television Now and Future. memoreting SILVER JUBILEE ON NBC. 
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Clocking what is probably the television record for taking, 
processing and showing film, along with network coordination, WPTZ’s 
Philadelphia film unit came in with a three-hour beat for “Camel News- 
reel” on its coverage of the six-alarm lumberyard fire in North Phila- 
delphia (28). i eat aieil 

First reports of the fire were received at 5:30 p.m., an y Lopatin 
raced four miles to the scene, caught the blaze at its height, interviewed 
fire officials and shot films of rescue and relief work. While Lopatin 
was processing and developing the films, Roy Neal, WPTZ news editor, 
coordinated the story with NBC-Camel newsmen in New York. Final 
arrangements were made with NBC and AT&T at approximately 7:15 
p.m. Program went on the air a half-hour later and viewers through- 
out the nation were given a one-minute glimpse of a fire that was still 
raging in Philadelphia. , 





Both Walter Reuther, United Auto Workers chief, and Charles M. 


Sligh, head of the taxation committee of the National Assn. of Manu- 
facturers, have accepted NBC's offer of free time on “American 
Forum of the Air” to debate a “National Tax Plan.” Offer by NBC 
came in the wake of Reuther’s charge that he had been unfairly labeled 
a Soviet sympathizer by Sligh on “Forum” two weeks ago. 

Earl Bunting, managing director of the NAM, declared this week 
that NBC had not issued a public “apology” on the air, as previously 
stated. Rather, he said, the web “allowed a statement to be read on 
the ‘Forum’ TV and radio programs, which had been issued by the 
UAW.” 





Novel promotion stunt for DuMont Telesets, tied in with the World 
Series, has been set by Walter L. Stickel, DuMont receivers national 
sales chief. Manufacturer will install one of its new 19-inch models at 
any site designated by local dealers, if five or more potential customers 
sign with the dealer that they will watch the series in that place. Sets 
will. be installed in time for the opening game and will remain for the 
duration of the series. 

Stickel stressed that the promotion is not confined to the home but 
that the sets will be installed wherever fans gather to watch the games, 
including such places as barbershops, stores, hotels, recreation halls, 


Ups Roy Hall 
Minneapolis, Sept. 4. 
Roy W. Hall has been by 
CBS from account on 
the TV sales staff of its Radice Sales 
to sales manager of its Twin Cities 
station, WCCO. 
Before becoming TV sales staff 
account exec, Hall for three years 
was an eccount executive on the 
AM sales staff of CBS Radio Sales. 


Drop Richards Quiz 
Washington, Sept. 4. ~ 
The FCC is urged in a petition 
signed by 18 individuals, some 
prominent in liberal circles, not to 
drop its hearings on WJR, KMPC 
and WGAR, because of the death 
|of owner George A. Richards. 
Petition asserts that the issue at 
stake—whether stations should 
broadcast prejudicial matter against 
racial and religious groups—did 
not die with Richards. It says 
further that those Richards named 


to operate the stations announced 
in the press that they would carry 








‘on the same policies in the station. 


“The proceeding,” says the state- 
ment, “is not and never has been 


'a proceeding against Richards. It 
|is rather a proceeding to determine 


etc. Dealer campaign is being backed at both the distributor and man-| whether operation of the stations 


ufacturer level by fullscale ad-publicity. 





by the three corporate licensees 
served the public interest and 


Screen Gems, Inc., telefilm production subsidiary of Columbia Pic-| whether the licenses of the three 


tures, last week tied in with United Productions of America, animation 
outfit which produced the Oscar-Winning “Gerald McBoing-Boing,” for 
the production of animated film commercials for TV. Under the name 
of Screen Gems Division of UPA, the outfit will establish completely- 
equipped studios in N. Y. to house UPA’s staff of animators, artists 
and producers. 

Organization is to provide all animated TV commercials for both 
comp nies, with Screen Gems’ regular sales staff handiing sales. S-G 
will continue to produce its live commercials and programs, as in the 








past. UPA and SG plan to spend $150,000 to establish the new ai- | 


vision. 





|corporations should be renewed. 
|. . » Had Richards lived, it would 
jhave been inescapably incumbent 
jupon the Commission to decide 
| whether those implicated ia these 
j|activities were suitable recipients 
|of radio licenses. Richards’ death 
in no way diminishes the responsi- 
| bility of the Commission to con- 
demn these practices as unworthy 
of radio broadcasters.” 


The petitioners continue that the 


Unlike AGVA and AFRA, which have said publicly they want Tele- | issues raised are “too geries to be 
vision A-~thority to merge with them when TVA convenes in December | disposed of in any way save Dy a 
to chart its future course, Equity feels such talk is premature at this | decision on the merits. 
time. Equity Coast rep Christopher O’Brien comments he feels the | 


invitations from AGVA and AFRA are useful in that “they provide a | Algernon 
springboard for discussion of the basic problems” and that a great deal | 
might be gained by absorption of TVA. but adds no one now knows the 
ultimate solution because the problem is complex and difficult. 





_———_ — — 


‘Man and Universe’ 
For Frontal Lobes 


NPCs all-encompassing “Opera- 
tlexs Frontal Lobes” TV project, 
which is being integrated into the 
network's commercial program- 
minz schedule, has meved another 
step forward. Network is prepor- 
ing on ambitious “Men and the 
Universe” stanza. 

Program's original scripter was | 
Dr. Res K. Marshall, long familiar | 
to TV viewers for his “scientific” 
commercials for Ford. It is cur- 
rent!s being written by Tom 
Evevett. 

With Davidson Taylor, who was 
Initisliy brought in to mastermind 
“Frontal Lobes.” currently side- 
tracked with his multiple news- 
sports-special events assignments, 
it's pianned to bring In someone 
else to spearbesd “Lobes,” with 
the iatter, in turn, reporting to 
Tayior. 


ABC-TV SETS ALTERNATE 
STOP MUSIC’ BACKERS 


ABC-TV has lined up two bank- 
rollers to sltermate Pp 
the first helfbwar of “Stop the 
Music.” vice Admirai TV, which 
ankles after the Oct. 25 broadcast. 
Olid Gold, via Lenner & Mitchell, 
remains in the 8:30-9 p.n. segment 
of the Thursday evening Bert Parks 








starrer. 
Starting Nov. 1, Prom and White 
Rain, via F . Cone & Belding, 


take over a half hour on a 

a-Wweek basis, with the alternate 

week going to Hazel Bishop lip- 
Raymond Spector agency, 


Arthur Murray dance studios 
” currently on WNBT, N. Y., 


Show, 
to ABC-TV. Aijrer, which stars 
Mrs. Murray, goes into the Wed- 


of | thus have an adveree effect om the 
unions. 





t 


94:30 pm. > =: starting | 
a 19. Agency Is thrauff & 
yan. 


9 . 
CKLW’s 25%, Biz Hike 
Detroit, Sept. 4. 
J. E. Campeau, president 
CKLW, declared that in the over- 
all picture—national and local— 
the sales figure is 25% above 1950, 
January through August. 
His comment rame as the 


tributing time and money to the 
advertising campaign based on 
the slogan: “Wherever You Go, 
There's Radio.” 


NABUG Alarmed 
Over Theatre TV. 


Some of the unions ir the broad- 








,east field are expressing concern | 
over the growth of theatre tele- 


vision and are mulling methods of 
streng:kening home TV against the 
inroads of tele 


big-screen . The 
question is expected to be brought 


before the National Assn. of Broad- w 


cast Unions & Guikis ‘MABUG). 
What worries the uiiens is the 
growing strength of theatrica) tele, 
as in the special hookups ef the- 
atres for boxing events, which can | 
put a crimp it Set sales and geseral | 


i 


publi¢ jnterest in home tele and | 





NABUG.,. whick includes uaiors 
such 4s American Fed¢eratian of 
Radio Actors, Radio-Television Di- 
rectors Guilds, and technical and 
engineering unions, may be asked 
by some of its members to join 
with the networks in finding ways 
to strengthen home tele. It's felt 
that this is an issue on which labor 
and management in the industry 
could cooperate to their .mutual 
benefit. 


Blair's WPTZ Post 


Philadeiphia. Sept. 4. 
James Biair, television director 
of Lamb & Keen, Inc. local ad 
agency, bas been named executive | 
producer at WPTZ, effective imme- 








diately. 


Signers include Roger Baldwin. 
Black, Paul Freund, 
Lloyd Garrison, Earl A. Harrison, 


Stan Hubbard's KSTP Leadership In 


, By LES REES 
If NBC has any an ditions 


%.. . 2 Bf station KST?, 

bout Ezic Pt: 7, a tities’ NBC *utiet, gels cred- 
web's dramatic TV save. 1: [it for vietually ringing tuto the 
won't be on the Rolert Mont. | Plc limelight alieged pedaiing »: 
gomery “Lucky Strike Thes- / 4% 1% prissrcrs ip the Bt. Cond, 
tre.” No sooner “14 NEC } hr. scate veferustery, sense at 
pscted Pinza to a five-year en:- | Sets by guards wud erideme indi- 
clusive contract. tha: machia- | Cag that ote prisewer reported 

* ery was set in motion fr biz | ® suicidy might nave met death 
to guestar on some cf thr 


| tore ier. 
Lucky Strike drametic shor i 





By tuking ‘lw titative in prese- 


this season. ing the poor amd econping news- 
papers en comeranus developments 

Fs oy VBBD-EO age: pe ; 2 eonaccioan with the affair which 
Strike ro mem wor | has Govumae a eadmg and het front 


wine news stery carries ever Ku 
wires oad has recited In jovresti- 
; gations by the FBI, arend jusies 
-ang whe merecter, the atation not 
ioniy demonstmicd exceptional en- 
iterprixe, But oiee landed mach 
j BESSPADRE “Toni page publiniy ad 
, 4 ie “self ani undeo Ww bas 
Han, prexy of Lucky's jaront | creaned ie DV amt endl audiences. 
company, American Tobacto, = fon aczscal ooresiolsy xCwsaapers, 
mies reweriyg The felvevups, buve re 
jferred ( KSYP breadmixts and 


j CxeRE $fhrted starters. 
ors | Ge Aug. 2%, yeting on a tip that 


‘some «= interes?ing = Sra pment 


g \ Wee lc seour 7% St. Pauls fours 
|court, KSTP reporters and pho- 
, ork tographers were on the scene to 


get the story of chatges satle && 
Hartford, Sept. 4 


a prisoner uacter pelo the use 
‘ot barbiterates was espread in 

The Connecticut State Beard of | iy. reojermeiors and thet & wae 
Education has asked the FC( ‘or. smuggied into the prison by the 
four ultra high frequency TY shan. | 7e?ds. Ye /atiou was the fra te 

Be | play up the mafier. 

els on which to establis) « pom The prisoner testified in the 
wide educational network. The net |} morning and zefere acon KSTP 
will be beamed at both eget: 255) gas able tu reach the reformatery’s 
children, state execs sa: j warden and Question him apout ft 
A proposal appropiating 21 .200-\ 32 «4 :mserded interview which was 


Lucky 

fered the info that Pi:za is cur- 
rently getting a natiomrid- 
spread on car cards, biliboe<is. 
mags, eic., in which he «xiors 
the virtues of Camel cij;aipis. 
That, all hands readily agers, 
wouldn't set too wel! wit): Ih. 








000 for the project has bevery .eoft- 
ed for consideration by the 
| Connecticut Generai Aswnisbiy. isi 
|a letter to the commissios, 4cting 
|Gov. Edward N. Allen wires that 
\the Education Board's pi2n ti: 
' granted. 

The next regular sessicm af the 
Legislature will not be hek? until 





wed 20 mnutfa laier on its von 
itws: preezvam. the stery and We 
warGen's Hai Genial G1 the CharEecs 
brovgh? the station a flurry of in- 
(dignant calls from listeners, in- 
(¢Cla@img aeversi former inmates, 


' 


ia7in« wished to provide corroora- 
ticn 
| KSTP coptacted the callers and, 


| Horace M. Kaien, Freda Kirchwey, | January. 1953, However, tie matter | 5a addition to cerroberating the 


Milton R. Konvitz, Edward H. Levi, | could be handled sooner @ # spe-| Gop? Chardes, they made additional 


Max Lerner, Patrick Murphy 
Malin, Thurgood Marshall, Jerome 
Michae}], David W. Petegorsky, 
Shad Polier, David A. Riesmap, 


of Harry Shujman and Hareld Taylar. 





cial session of the Assemidiy wre 
called. 

The plea is for TV chavzne)s re 
siritted for non-commercis. esi. Te 
his request to the FCC, Sine Edu- 
cation Commissioner Fits F. 


lifeTene 3 by, 


> * ’ 
Via ‘Stake in Japan 

New approach te television docu- 
mentaries is being lined up by Time 
Life, Inc., and the Young & Rubi- 
cam for “Your Stake in 
Japan,” hour-long show scheduled 
for stations on both the ABC and 
CBS video webs Friday night (7) 
at 10. Program, which will attempt 
to tell viewers what the Japanese 


peace treaty conference means ts | 
them, will include filmed inter-— 


views, live dramatic vignettes and 
straight documentary treatmernr, 22 
well as straight entertainmens. 
Program wil originate from 
CBS’ Studio 53 in N. Y. via CBS 
technical facilities. Time »_if* 
which is sponsoring, has bougi-7 
time on both CBS and ABC, how- 


from coast-to-coast, the Time-Life 
show wil! b« aired in the east and 
midwest only. 

It’s expected that the show will 


and may also presert 
with Admiral Chestrr A. Nicitz 
and Gen. Wal- 


Paul Nickell will direct. 


~ 6 ee ee ee 
television schools 

seed Aad thaediais ta the same 
position es they are in # th reis- 


Programs ta be sent on omer 
the proposed “television ne. would 
be worked out in cooperatin with 
colleges. universities, i >rartex, 
museums and other such inctite 

claimed. 


Everybody ix Ci Gee: 
| After Grocery Biz As 
| “Chain Lightning’ Sirsizes 


The jockeying for grocess *:-h- 
nes. 's picking ep momen‘st lere 








jatedt to enter o> attd. This time 
it's a core of sight ag striking 


finishing touche: ‘e its vers or of 


“Chain ." which was o:ia= 
nally cn WNBC, wih) 
Gotham anchor. 

WMAQ's sales chief Howard Me;- 
ers has the Atlantic & Pacific clia- 
ready to beard the merchamtii< 
— when it kicks off Se; t. 

and National fea .¥ 
due ieday tes 


aE 
r 
iz 


2&P stare 


TT 
i: 





eh NMAQ Chi NSC flag the | 


twice, as WMAQ is putting the | 


| allegations of other ussevory con- 
ditions, inclading weatings of gvris- 
} oners. informants were interviewed 
iat their statements recorded on 
jtape ior ihe radio and on film ter 
tv. The station used a <peunl 
Miigow yaotography method co. TV 
SO that, while the effect was dra- 
matic, the informant’s Klea</ty 
whould not be vevecied. 
| The possi’itity of at least one 
death resulting from a beating led 
KSTP to further investigation. Far- 
,mer inmates ¢vited pariteularly the 
case of one Genrge Sturdevant, who 
| allegediy had died under quvstion- 
‘able chvcumstances tn the rytorma- 
\tary in April. 1845. According to 
jthe coroner’s reomrt. Sturdevant 
‘hed died of strangulation as a re- 
Sait Sf hanging hivself in solitary 
{samidinement. 
| Mwebdard Takes Initiative 

Stan Hubbard, KSTP generai 
i Smager and pact owner, was mad 
‘ iret wMettorm nding the story, coi 
; weted Bill Park, NBC news eri. 
itur in Yel'wweand, alter ‘carniag 
‘thes Gtuittievent’s body had beer 
lehipsed ty Lye Ragedes Tor byvial 
i efter ‘ae Giithn. He ale, curiasiedg 
the deeceted prisone “s matber 
i there sind received? permission te 
have the h«iy disinterred for ex- 
aminatina. 

Tile ih cooperation with Pact 
and KM, NOs Hotsweit kes 
“4 Pel. Huvherd sutcined and paid 
“. hate of ee pathologists. 


! 


\ far oe 4 


, waving them perfor an Nie tein. 

(Tae ‘ritvwty rewated nx 2x #cation 
= (UI Strangyiation, bul did cha the 
“) prisoner might have died fros, a 
~ | skull fracturs. KST?* was thc exst 


| te trvek ‘he fiery So «aR sade 


~ ee S. SWAP ote Tae newspa- 
= ¥ + ROLE OM paper Ef - 


Oe ee) a LS ee 


“\Xeaisler Mediag AM 
we! Fersion of TY Tales’ 


of special store Ghuplay tr bel Keel’: wath bands, which 
; . 

Oe a ie Soe warks “Laies ot Tamorree,” adult 
un 2 Of S25 weeb+ eceia Neisz ares on ABC TY, 
om the station. Chairs. tm ree, 46, sad a rads edition of 
wit get culls refecences. jxtunza. ABC radio pregram rerpts 

Meanwiste, tn WLA i vedl-;Leonard Kee i auditioning the 
ing plans dor Setiew <ersagh an: its\ tev w chis aoe, with Hirsha=e. 
“Operttion Steir tarepe:~ Wtich seid agemy pte fer Arvister 

| wads up thi month Pation te-/ to Kk the AN in non-tete 
ports potest seattion stom the | mis. 

stores ad stririivers ahich ise; Radic «ton of the Georgy, 
the mercAiadiging cromotion in’ 7s Hilkw4 Gordan packace ‘tb 
two-weel erctes. whwtng sccw™et b7 Buery Rugs ara. 


ge 5 Smee Sige 


+ ponsnaet at Ahern em Sa. lon 


~ 
he aoe ar 


* 
. 
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40 TELEVISION REVIEWS VARIETY Wednesday, September 5, 1951 
+reeeoete 
IME WITH FATHER mp eAy ee ' ¢ 
Boy Whe Cried Wolf’) With Goeien, Dowty Does : Co ‘5 
With Hasty Lane, Peggy Lobbin ere eee raha Ins bm. Tele Follow-Up Comment 
others CBs TV, N ¥. POEM LG OO444404 © 
Director Ch With 15 minutes to fill tem- A couple of sub-par spots dimin- ; hi:- atsence, the show he~ (+. 


30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 
Svstaming 
ASU-TYV. from SN. ¥. 

Within the framework of crthe- 
dox detective drama, the “Crime 
With Father” preem last Friday 
(22) was metches ghove its teevee 
proietypes. i should have ne 
trouble snagging a bankroller on 
iasis of opening showcase. 

Aithouch formatted a5 mystery 
draw, tt emerged as a whydunit 
in tackling the strange killer ten- 
dencies of a young psychotic with | 
a persecution complex originating 
in childhead end svemming from 
a wastrel father. The psychiatric 
overtones were enicas withm a 
swiftly moving and deftly written 


script that wes skillfelly directed | 


Exvcetient 


and camera. 
some of 


characters 


via Staege 
tioseups of 
~hem 
dramstic action. The fisticuffs 
were ood, although TV has not 
yet learned the art of realistic 
gunfire 

The brooding youth kille*, # 
businessman to make a sees 


in sellloguy, punctuated the) 


' 


porarily in its new daytime setup, 
CBS-TV has inserted a cross-the- 
borrd news program. grooved for 
the huusewife audience likely to 
Se looking in at the time. ohn 
Sehater. of the CBS-TYV news staff, 
and Durothy Doan, emcee oa the 
web's “Vanity Fair" show, handle 
the reperting end and, es the 
preem Monday (3', demonstrated 


they know their way around a 
headline. Show is in Us present 
slot only for three weeks, until 


“Love of Life,” another soap opera, 
tees off, but H certainly rates 4 


steady ride. 

Format has Schafer handling 
the stroight news, with Miss Dean 
reporting on feature material, such 


as fashions and other items which 





wil! appeal strictly to the femme | 
viewers. Miss Doan was a feats. 
writer for Internations? Na 
Service, covering fhe Vs" 2 ag 















tions, befare she io i Her 
combo trairing afl ae da 

and TY se spaper work 
be ~ rer well on the| 
ey read the news hand-| 










Ds, supplied for 
' Telenews 


N@ | “hiITTLE SHOW" witb John ¢ 








ne 





PS and the PEEP 


YOCAL GROUP 
TRENEWED on Stokely-Van Caray's 
on WANET and Network. 7:39 P.M 
D.S.T. Tuesdavs and Thursdays. 
Mgt: JIMMY RICH, New York 
Dirs JOHN €. GiBBS & CO. 





d also narrated some film | ———————__ <a 
the show by | 


KIDS & CO. 


narration , With Johony Olsen; Al Greiner, | Sustaining 


hit with Peggy Letom - ‘ 
of Rusty Lane cam : ” i =e Several times o- the film ad guests 
Chris Raat ~ 45 didn't keep pace with the , organ, and ¢ 
Rija«a. © Capt Jim | put that could probably be chalked | Director: Pat Ray 
——_“ s of the homicide bu- up to preem bugs, which can be | Writer: Bill Ballard 
/ , e murderer revealed the easily worked out on subsequen | 80 Mins; Sat., 11 a.m. 
to Chris and her boyfriend. shows They should also try, if; RED GOOSE SHOES 
whom he wanted to replace in the possible. to memorize more of DuMont, from N. Y. 
girl's affections; he wasn't be- their script, to ease that constant | (Westheimer & Block) 


lieved and the tale unfolded to a 
routine climax in which the psy- 
chotic was killed by a plain- 
clothesman after trying to use the 
girl as a shield 


The story itself was common. 47 okay setting for the show. 
bu the manner in which it was , Stal 
played out was firstrate Lane eeicetmemsiiaiiiane 
and Miss Lobbin enacted their pate WITH REX 
roles expertly and were ably st>- With Rex Marshall, Sandra Deel, | 
ported The captain's moralism guests 
at finish, “if we could only de producer: Bill Wirges 


something to help before this hap- | 


pens.” was a good clincher for the 
kind of adventure served up 
Trau 


= re £32 


tor ¢ THE MARE 

With Marierie Trumbull 
Preducer: Miss Trambull 
Director: Dave Kees 

30 Mias., Thurs., €:3¢ te 7 pm. 
Sustaininog 

KPIX, Sen Francisve 


It is doubtful if ever a Pner com- 


bination of ingredienw “ere on 
hend to mske for # ic; show, or 
a more thersugh mess nade of an 
opener than in this basicatly ele- 
mentary type of interview pro- 
gram <A seper setting, a famous 
reom name and ene ot the most 
beontiful views is the world were 
aii sacrificed on an altar of sheer 
wipidness of productior.. lighting, 
content amd chatter. Ji 5 ques 
fiovable if a duller or wa. 2 unre 
werding balf-hour of {)! « mtrived 
content has been offen by even 


the high school jumors whe play- | 


act at radin and televisiim. Cer- 
tainly the craftsmen whe contrib- 
uted to the hedgepodge did Mexut 
video repute Httie a in Zotsdang 
such imaceguacy on the watching 
audience 

For ane thing, if there was any- 
thing to be seen it eruldn't be 
seen. The Lyrest apprared to be 
lighted by penny candes and the 
miasmic speaks that fitted about, 
supposedly twinem be gs, made 
one think @ the shedow panto- 


mimes which prevail in the oleo | 


days The gt@ni ~itw m the oack- 
ground mish, fusi os well have 
been a horse Binekef for all the 
advantage take of if. 

Guests included Arthw Fiedler, 
the Boston “Pops” conductor, and 
his wife, whe couldn't be seen dis- 
tinctly. Fiedler coulda't be heard 
and seemed nonplussec by the in- 
occuous queries put to >in. Among 
the other guests were 5 :veral lo- 
cal radio tevcnawks whs appeared 
to be ever whemed oy the contrast 
between the beauty af the setting 
and the 2allounoss. if ithe event. 
To further devitstiz we already 


giuey taans there were gees in the | 


conversations, gaps in te trains 
of thought and gos in (47 succes- 


looking down at the desk before 
them. instead of into the cameras. 
Schafer and Miss Doan sat side by 
side at the desk, which was backed 
by a map of the world to provide 


Director: Arnold Noch 
Writer: Norman Baer 
|30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
DuMont from N. ¥. 

Rex Marshall who has made the 
commercials palatable on many 


jshows, particularly on the “Sus- | 


|} pense” series, is mow in business 
|for himszif wits « 30-minute cross- 
ithe-board stanza of chit-chat and 
|guests. Marshall has a nice con- 
| versationa!l tone and comports him- 
‘self essily. He has guests, both 
| live und filmed, and there's almost 
eneagh spots in this show to put it 
in the variety classification which 
jmakes the format a little more in- 
| definite than it should be. 
| Major fault of this layout is the 
,running time. Aside from the ex- 
hibition of guests, there's nothing 
,im_ this show which requires a 
half-hour. The preferred 15 min- 
}utes would make this pocneutetiee 
‘more compact and a bit breezier. 
| Marshall ts understandably self- 
;conscious on this endeavor. He's 
miempting things he should let 
, athers do. Singing is one of them. 
; Sandra Deel handles these chores 
| ita more authority. 

Live guest on this display was 
Rarry Nelson, who provided a few 
moments of pleascnt Santer, while 
film clips showed the Weavers and 
Joe Grayéon and Carol Richard 

Jose. 


MASLAND AT HOME SHOW 
| With Earl Wrightson, Nerman 
| Paris group; Ayle MacDonnell, 


Writer: Don Medford 
Producers: jack Berieil, ward 





|Home" show preemed on ABC-TV 
| Thursday night (30) with the same 
tuneful and eye-appealing format 
which featured the 15-minute 
| ew in the past. 
rightson engagingly baritoned 
| several musicomedy numbers and 
guest Kyle MacDonnell warbled a 





sion of the interviewees. And then | Couple songs in the same vein. 
ther e were some gape. ! Mu s i ca l e . s effectiveness is 
Marjorie Trumbul!, who has, heightened by Wrightson's § in- 


considerable local e’ner e.peri- 
ence. and who hac been kvown 
to glibly patter befucen incid:ntal 
chatter and commercials, wus as 
inept in the handling e: quer: ma- 
iermi as she was bev! dersd by 
the seeming complesity of her sim- 
ple chore. To further dezlamor- 
ize the event she tassed va a rear 
view of ber neck into tur camera's 
angie more often than necessery 
to prove how badiy a sir can be 
handled. 

In spite of the sorry “\epoff, the 
basic vatues—-setting, vikw,. room 
—remain & promise. that, allowing 
for engineering, ligh lirection 
and vroducfion eff can be 
shaped inte an acceptable video 


eartrnant 3 
ou mettre cate ru. 


gratiating manner as well as 
the informal atmosphere provid 
iby the physical settings. On the 
‘initialer the singer - conferencier 
, took viewers on a “grand tour” of 
a new decorating Sb which in- 
|eluded a fireplace, garden, lily 
{pond. table-for-two, candlelight 
,and fresh flowers. 

| A romantic background such as 
this was a natural intro for Miss 
MacDonnell and Wrightson lit- 
|erally rolled out the carpet (Mas- 
, land, of course) for her. A versa- 
|tile emcee, he also handles the 
| commercials in a very-much-to-the- 
‘point fashion that doesn't detract 
‘from the program's restful mood. 


| “Kids & -Coe.” is okay moppet 
fare. In addition to encasing 

j'and just ordinary child talent, it 
|has a nice gimmick in a tribute to 


ithe “kid of the week,” done with | 


; cooperation of U. S. Junior cham- 
, ber of commerce. 

| The yourester saluted on preem 
show ‘1! was il-vear-old 
| Dworchek He hitch-hiked from 
'hometown Paoli, Pa., to Valley 
| Forge Army Hospital to read base- 
| ball books to blind veterans. A 
| member of the c. of ¢. gave the 


| fine-looking boy a citation and he | 


was gifted with jacket, a bike, a 
weekend at Park Sheraton Hotel, 


Y., and the sponsor's shoes; plus | 


a Helbros watch, a running give- 
laway. Along similar fines, emcee 
| Johnny Olsen cited a kid who is in 
| the hospital; it'll be a regular fea- 
jture along with “kid of week.” 


Among the ente: taining moppets, | 


ithe topper was Barry Ross, 15, ac- | 
cordionist - singer whose “Too 
Young” was highly promising. 


Leslie Uggams, who is eight and 

ects older, is a sepian missie with 

good chirping tricks; showed lots 

of camera savvy in “Candy Store 

Blues” and then dueted with guest 

Johnny Desmond on “Theta ere 
es. 


Another guest was Nom! Mitty, 
child feature of the legit musical, 
“A Tree Grows in Brooklyn.” Her 
prayer for a pink dress was prob 
ably all right for kid viewers. She 
fared better on a pairing with Ol- 
sen in “Growing Pains” from the 
show. 

All the boys and girls received 
watches and everyone seemed to 
be having a swell time. 

prop “Red Goose” with a live voice 
| to elp call attention to product. 
| Olsen is very smooth and gentle 
|} with the kids. The plugs were 
|about par for a half-hour frame. 
They're part of Olsen's charrs. 
Trai. 





| 
| + 


'\JOHN CONTE’S LITTLE SHOW 
With Beaus and a Peep, 
Jesse Bradley Quintet, Fisher & 


15 Mins.; Tues., Thurs., 7:45 p.m. 
STOKELEY-VAN CAMP 
NBC-TY, from New York 


(Caikins, Holden, Carlock, 
McClintock & Smith) 


Now that network television is 
going into its third lap with sharp- 
er criteria, the smaller-staffed, 
economy bundles will be hard put 
to — in the big league. at 
goes for this twice-weekly eariy- 
—s. venture featuring singer 
John nte, which, in fact, winds 
up soon. Returning show impressed 


time video — as high 
are, easantry isn’t particularly 
a distinctive quality. 
* Here again the “it's good te be 
back” theme was used in the open- 
er. Conte displayed an okay flavor 
of —— in his emceeing duties 
and measured up nicely with 
warbli Singer and guest te 
=. Fisher & oa Parlayed 
vely on a we produc- 
tion of “East of the Sun’ which 
was the best bit in the quarter- 
hour. Three Beaus and a Peep, 
vocal quartet, were on hand for a 
fairly routine treatment of “Hi, 
Neighbors.” Support by the Jesse 


Os 





Norman Par‘s group furnishes i Client's pitches were standard. 


i tusicai backing. Gilb 


Dave. 


ished the quality of what might 
otherwise have been an entertain- 
ins show an Sunday's (2) editios 
of “Toast of the Town.” It was the }in rides, ” 
last week before Ed Sullivan re-ju~re te 
turns from his summer vacation; #, 
and Dolores Gray ¢ou 
“Ywe on the Aisle” fe 
ferencier snet. Mier 
the introes pic ~ 
spots wert or". 
was 
OP i ° 


Eddie | 





var of former burleor «O® 
“beanuts" Mane a” 


Tt re's run” ses 


- 2 

, dack 

Dick Lin, 

ie type candy 

‘ % sketeiws they did 

Priéss aml scaseeiy wordks 
ort ther pat imto them. 

‘Buster Keaton, essistedl by Birs. 

mon-'Kealon, satirteee fhe Names and 

andled | Juli eaicony scene. it wasn't un 

ner singing til Bcatin muved inte pantomime, 

ell done. There: taal fe siarte# to extract laughs, 

Huction and her tune He iwided on = forie nete 
Was good enough to rate Other comedy on the show was 


ition. Heaty Youugian who gen- 
This show has one merit—that |¢raily ¢ets his wuela pi ieezhs. Be 
of introduciag fresh talent to the | miatd some new iikes with seme 
teteviewers. Sullivan has frequent-|@-d c:cteréal ani come ont ahead 
ly taken a chance on unknowns, | vii Zit appear nce. 
some of them have worked out ex-| Opening fhe shew eas Bonny 
cellently and others not so well. In| Briggs, ene oi the more ‘arile iap- 
~-- ~~ ———--- ~|sters. This Negro terper works 
easily, hits ® uice side and did 
very well even terse his stin? 
was ove-iong. Completing ‘the act 
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| THE EGG AND I 
With Pat Kirkland, Jehu Cravea, 


| Doris Rich, Frank Twedell. tine.;, Andre. Andree and Bonnie 
Grady Sutton ;made = good imevessior with thes 
| Writers: Manya Starr, Revert dancing mannikin route. 

| Sederberg | oe 





| Producer: Montgomery Ford 
Director: Jack Gage 
15 Mins.; Men.-thru-Fri., 12 neon 


General Electrie’s © Weest Bovse” 
tostd its surinier season on CBS- 
\TV Sunday night (2) with a bright, 
‘ sparititng Poor of quizzing and en- 


| CBS-TV, from New York 
terlainment that indipated khe 


i ik ta and i.” « Soatin | show pernays in a eoadsneed 
serial sed upon the Betty Mac. >"Y) “ae $ - oe 
Donald best-selling novel whicl |{* fhewr version. sight be a good 

CBS-TV preemed Monday (3), wiii! bet fur @ yearround opvration. 
have little difficulty in building 2) 07© briiss Roms she (fms Waring 
sizable midday audience. For in? ay ta the § e’elnek = ioe pext 

| light of the book's wide readershiy | SUmey niaht 9. Regular pane\~4 

anc the fact that several filins have | William Gayton was joined for the 


been based upon the stery most | fitsie Sy Jor Laurte dr, Marge 


| viewers will be p id. Jones and Sear. Dairympte. Ail 
| PY - adantett f tt iginsl of thin, matwally, are hep on 

adaptation Of the Origins! | chow biz and hed little trouble 
appears to have captured the flavor!) wit) most of the sticklers pm 


of the original and those whe hk: 


io Giiee pnedin pegided  em.ee Dyrwnd Kirby 


came acquainted te . fidities, they prejerte dt thetx 


| with the tale of a young couple) ..., persinavies mesth, wir 
whe moved to the country to ——4 Gaxton asi cure & pat pa 
: : ne + couric @& partiedlas 
ac. cken farm wi be reasonably) pjorhing the shew with sem 
satisfied with the latest version eck 1 —_— oe 
—_ ' version. | rapidirs bavtering. 
For the opening episode Pit Hest laient ieeus tras Also 


Kirkiand and John Craven, as the | tons for the windup, beth in their 
city-bred couple. were shown aba.- | solo spete and in iar projection 
doning their small apartment ‘o! of the questions for the fiaale. 
live on a chicken farm “for the ras! | Calibre af the guesiars ard their 


‘ 
of their lives.” It proved to be a/ yumber aviéeneed that Gh dida't 
| dilapidated structure repleat with| spare fhe bodget, with Canuece 
| rustic simplicity but both resolve? | Beswell, Valerie eetis. Bacle 
_ to make the best of it. | Mavehoi. Cy Colemes cmv ve 


féirie and Bett: Geerge all esnitzit- 
i ding to the ten Kveerions, per 
iusua’, were fic sod tmrainiz wh show 
biz ara tis history aud the panel 
Pa Kettle, a pair of shiftless vu-| ists demonstrate? jong emiwies 
ralites. However. their portrayals | in coming ut with me ans¥ern. 
| fall short of the performances of | Kirhy. whe tok over the show afier 
| the screen Kettles, Percy Kilbride | Ose Levant fale? tv “ake & in 
and Marjorie Main, whom view-;@e thst }wo wevks of te trate, 
ers will immediately think of.| again displayed a pisasent. per 
Grady Sutton is believable as Jeti, seaaliity and a knowing way of 
Simmons, another bucolic charac | oe the hour perking. 
er. 
‘ rae ommqoaey eas hi | 
ow e initialer wit ro | whi Sina t 
prise physical production Walses | Sf'"Aian' Vowig. stot ‘s wnresd 
and the backwoods locale was! iinpravewent 1 ira 
realistic even down to the chirp’ ~~] eo. © 
. : ef months aes. feveree se. 


Miss Kirkland and Craven are 
well cast as the newlyweds. Doris 
Rich and Frank Twedel! turned in 
good aracterizations of Ma sad 


ee 


“Youur Esee ovies,* CBK-T'v 












There’s a | 


igh 
Brad!ey Quintet was geod. a 








of birds a-twittering ower the audie. | j; 


Jack Gage's direction was cum 
petent. Withal, the TY counter- 
part of “The Egg and I” should 
easily nab a sponser within « few 





director for inis 10,000-watter. has 
begun a series of originatiens from 

Main +4 Pane We reguiar 
ning fea radio 
show audience stunts and 
bleck made un- 


ing clarity and 

with advertised , 
Douglas and Signe 

ing at Saratoga Spri in “Glad 
Tidings”—proved disap- 


ng. 
jad inet plus sharpter routining 

v us sharpter routining, 
would be ble. Recipe ex- 
change with femme re tative 
of Dairy Council could have been 
cut. Pickup there slid off marked- 
ly. A award te a 
holding lucky ticket had a 
touch—official of Humane 
discussed 


T 
diing the a 


pear- 








ther some yeredttiva Hee. 
Basie icywet fe hed, ging 
some interyretatie: of Ml vews 
and its backtrom-d, through fim 
clips. Much o° ue material von- 


| more airings. Gilb. sists of interviews. and some lacks 
| the spot nevs guelitv, bul vee 
| MOVIE MATINEE theless it paee | lenenons a 

y Bett ; . WAS samme goed tplovrathn dt ow 
we * ¥ Parry, Fred Daiget, | eamght Thumaley (20), as ring- 
30 fiins,; Tues., 1:15 pm. ; bsg tegetbe: +/9n4 om the Korean 
Participating ! eexse-fire, iran ant Japenese “aaca 
WXKW, Albany | treaty talks 

Retin: nw . | Show maneges ta develop tha 

Dety Farry, Womans Program | feeling of exciusivity, in the inter- 


views with Senators and in the 
special .epor's dy correspondents, 
Suaela on Senemerise éritt 
examyz on via's ri 
from orthedox Communism to 
wards mor? private enterpric., 
showed aspucts of the country vot 
seen oo TV or the news 
reels. Featurish items weve Vice~ 
President Bavklev with Wiss Washe 
, and the Little World Series 
< oe —— *). hoth 
eresiting ever ‘ 

Program is all = ain which 
presents preblems. Narration seg- 
ments with, Grifiing Bapcroft were 
out of syrichronization, snd Ban- 
croft shou)¢ unlimber a tit. Some 
of the edi wes junypy, having 
cut out trensitional ¢kmexss. Ad- 
justment of contrast between iim 
of differeut yhetogr 
wasn't rade 4) ¥ 
There’s an unnecessary . 
from in the carr nis’ 
prema eae stints with, “This is 
Alexan . —— Your aon 
Reporter in Relgrsdc.” 5 cur that's 
functional in radio 


but excess 
baggage ©1 fiim. 


ee ee 





ed 


Seatileiic} Davis, Jocyi free- 
lance # xeuncer 445 scrip, 


res 


Brene business. Parry, Damed =u directer 
nervous, had sure and | KING ‘tere. Sialrwel one aff twe 
ragged mements. Friendly, intel-'| announcers wha "ad kudos tact 
ligent gal will undoubtedly im- | fall for 24-hour siini to raise funda 
prove as she feei of theatre./for Seaitk . He mice 
‘om house viewpoint, program ceeds Cirapt Merrill, who has been 

‘ attractive. Jaco. upped to preducios manager. 
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Wednesday. 1951 TELEVISION REVIEWS — 
_ eer -mber 5, 

- 50 4 { LAYING? ‘MARTENS KANE. PRIVATE EYE | SEARCH FOR TOMORROW COLGATE COMEDY HOUR 
° woe { ——— | With Maggi MeNellis | With Livyé Nolan, Walter With Mary Stuart, John Sylvester, | With Jackie Gleason, Johnny John- 
j — Rita’ Producer: Ersanuci Demby | sella, Nicholas Saunders, , €H® Hali, Lynn Lering, Bess' ston, Rose Marie, Esther Junger 

Ress Martin, John Mc-/ Director: Adams ! erry Kroeger | Jehnsen, Sara Anilerson; Chester orch 
a4 ern, Richard Newton Writer: Alien Swiit r-director: Frank Burns vy, organist _ Writers: Joe Bigelow, Arnold Hor- 
at hide Klein, Wm, Caliece Ace. 15 Mins.: Mer., 6:45 p.m. | Writers: Dox Sanferd, Heury Kane Prodxcer-director: Charles Irving witt, Arnie 
. vada Humphrey ‘ | 30 Mins; Thars., 1 ‘Writer: Agnes Hekhardt Jacoby 


| Sustuteing opm . Gleason 
Producer: John Gibis & Anw Mar-' WJZ-TV—ABC, N. Y. | UNITED sravas TOBACCS CO. | 15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 12:30 p.m. Producer-director: Jack Hurdle 





. ie ee’s = aight new ten in co, | MBCTY, tome MY Sct. | 
ack Director: eS mia operation betwee the film and as ae <e j east le <? - ' ° ont , | COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET 
via. i “Writers: euGore Ma © | tolewicinn industvian which aceetl | loyd Nelan's ebut bs ise | Search for Tomorrow,” which | 5 
vay ‘ "ee - 2:49 p.m. | work out to _ mutual aeve natage | name Pay: uf —- ytd is a low-budgeted’ soaper, never- | ee arenene Bates) 
ditt 3 && ns. o1., Wie ‘ (of beth if the picture firms see vate Eye,” vacated by origina . .> : , 
1 VINTAIR ‘their was ehear to twing tn, Basie-: Wiiiiam Gargan, was anything but | sar anya © i ne gy a : mb em Ban nat ep ag 
ABC-TV, from N. ¥. ally, the show treuerives three <dif-ificgpy. The erstwhile film-slenth- | Oankreier, rocter - | Single-sponsor , 
‘irs. 4 (Cectt & Presorey) ‘ferent films @aca KYek, utiliy Ng jiu Micha Shagne wos cramped; Asnes Eckhard:, who is scripting | TV spectrum (with the client pick- 
anc ; Tie Somerset Maugham session | short. chips from the pix supplies ‘by an inereditly script in this; the series, appears able to endow |ing up a talent- ee 
une ‘ -vtelli has returned to ajby the distrihe in retarn for ue |thiré@year ceries thki has alse {it with seme -airly mature dra-|tab exceeding $3,000,000 a year), 
me, ‘ rea femmes on ai every- gretiz plugy Femcee Maggi Me- | known considerabla weirdness duc- | matic values and ap: nytt — Cc wg A Hour” has pa > 
hs, Wee si >rni ith | Metts preceded the screening of ing the Gargan regime. Wolen did | Chativs hving teeus able to mount | liver—or else. st season, for its 
a Sekt, Meaagenery "tiene eae cap with 2 few explanatory | net seam to be on th® qui vive in | the production von). -cingly. | initial semester, it swept the a 
was S:rike dramaties. During the sum- | notes | the starring part, thous its ur-| Oa tte preem Minday (3) the | sen field, with the assorted comed- 
jen- mer the program was reduced to! TV. on the basis of 3fids Me- | bane polish jadicetes — he will| episode eschewed the usual soap | —s < ya Lig gh gre Rag 
ris 4 ‘ » * i ow hy r a i. | Bors ime be a i . te ¢ ‘ } A “s 
Hie 4 ha'’-hour weekly status Wellix’ intro to the program. ts | ee ee “4 <4 aye rf gn coe echniqu: of a. ¢ | competing “Toast of the Town” 
airie : Opening yarn was one of the! actugliy getting the short end of ' That as brea recenNy Ying {entire dramatis gts nstea ‘ h 
ead | mere pleasant Maugham stories, «| the deal. She defined the show's Kane in the radio counterpart on) it was played with orly four of the | Way back in the CBS stretch. 
j charming comedy “Appearance | purpose as an zit to the usuai | He same aet Sunday afterneons | centrai claraccrs in three tight At this kind of coin, “Comedy 
nny ; nd Reality” which hud au ceeellent | taudic equabble aner deiner ech | Suszexts that it will take him sorre-| s:enes. It etarted vith an argu-| Hour” can’t afford too many misses, 
Lape cast topped by Joseoh Schildkraut | night about wht tim they sheaid | What longer to bridge the. G4p-;mant between Victor Barron, a a eee ia 8 seesen when the 
aes | playing a miember vf the French j go to see. The would moply that | Bit capabilities as an actor are} demincering executive, and his son Sullivan “Toast” display is due 
did Senate looking for a romantic at- | WJZ-TV is inviting viewers to turn SY? te show in the difficult transi-| Yietor, who prefers photography | for some considerable talent re- 
tin? tachment. Sechildkraut’s misfos- | off their sets and hike oui tu their | UU% period. |to Kis dad's contracting business | furbishings. In a bid to reprise its i 
act tune is tha? he sent his vous | nabe filmery to see one of the pic-| Story was laid on the Brooklyn | — _ bridles J his el a yond ee 
Le nale secretary ta @ his aepstis® i tares pepresented. Whe usurs ; weeerfrant and involved such as-| Gomination, lis ws sensitively |s ’ as 
heir ing with “a mannequin 'Rita Gam), at the sdotlon’s Ban A ay leice sorted characters as a Chinese ivi) fiantied with the antagonists’; to encompass a talent parlay em- 
and eventually Schitdkraut’s aman- | that same evening are going to say | teo artist (Berry Kroeger) and his } views stated sharply and with | bracing the aforementioned Martin 
| vensis and the andeb get spliced. ; ghowt the idea remains te be seen. | —, a eo a! validity. eet ap yy ag 
” ‘'s an ont 3 bul it was! wir: - ; | sail whiskey-guzziing medice me. , | cycles by ». Ta 
2.4 ie 2 Se 7 ~ ian companies, by tne sexe | cohate with hes: seater Sen wate at ee Rw | Martin, Spike Jones, Abbott & Cos- 
BS- excellently nandieé. Phere Was ‘token, stané to gain consideralie ltshe ‘who hepaines @ eoruse (reds |. nab og all. a Guin |tello, Ezio Pinza and some added 
ght, | good movement, lively direction | free exploitaiion and ballyhyc in|©38 Wae Decor sate toe tole Oe on eee | starters 
en- and some handsome production.| wiuren for the film ciips. But! or peat vi the aenanaien so + po . pene of Teel of the cow Geen Om 
kh lev ten ¥v imas- | ce) BRemhe a’a mackenimn | © as polio’ vis skin- ~\ have had. Fina segment, in which | » 
rood j ing taken over, but the process is | run weeny sted with the majors ot Niciielas Saunders, as Sgt. Bose, ! xsad learned wf the heated argu- | gate starting post (initially NBC 
Hin {= sufficiently subtie t lead thee | the deal and. witheut their ev- | Frank M, Thomas, ax 9 police cap-| ment, provided the cliffhanger ele- | had hoped to maneuver Martin & 
— pea ~ + ee Se See, Snes wen ~ |tain. amd Whiter Kinretia, ex the ent Lewis into the 51-52 leadoff spot 
ring ,  sugust Senator to believe whee #8 | Goeration. the show canpot mea | ame Mehican whe piiches cige| —— —_ n but medico's orders to Jerry Lewis 
— , ry oo — — ky PS on ne Pisa | arets and tobarco in kis shop. | mr, E, 7 a Sac See = | to take it easy forestalled the early : 
. . . - ° m awh aay we: . ri ‘ Me roe pempic’ , J . , = . . : j 1 
the Tuc sho» could dispense with | Peek-A-Be > EnGAs-larguate pic| Te {dea of having, an eh, | thei: ehayactecizationy weil. Mary With Johnny Johnston and Rose 
>ree Maugham’s filmed introduction in-| sradaced in Fronce Sy Jace.i0 ‘formula Xs 0 ed on a iy 38 “| £tuart, th. temme tead, wasn't | varie pte Rose Marie) as 
mr iad autho’ were raude separatel| par "ae, peine ceased tn the | near adh havo om ndiblaing | Shivieett 42 ez LACT TOC.) estar withthe traal production 
on and audio were tmade separately) by United Artis's. “Smperer's; ond slip his Pd ae # ,;ahAcug> she cid petta: in the . 
uble | and they're net tee o Nightinwale,” « fereign fudie ace | Suneee partar, ee. SS televise hit Lynn Loitng. = ay ome bar es yap A jay nam 
“y= ; Commercials with Weniy Barrie : Rerublic’s “Fightin. credibility te altra-fa . vearold actress, wes sO-sO as e | fe 
poe » — aa polit gen | pos. pe Republi ightins portions that ine pulps eat up. A | chile. a his DuMont-s otted ros rage eB 
tet 4 nui the imitial spich Red Miss! . . , le. eieest | Came was dragged in by the heels! eae es ere i s | Stars,” the Colgate premiere, while 
witth : - at "s 1 ng aio the eau int } Winxthe the show is cur rentiy aired as the dead saijur's sweetheart to | vy dir ctior, using e a e far from spectacular, nonetheless 
— Tyr See re 2 Tolan | Ovaliy enty. ABC is said te lowe | 3S Boe hist anneal ,set ih the opening seme and a/| had its fair quota of entertaining 
vlaw ; tiaett late dye. one pene a ice | pias eventually to extend it to — the okie roy ce kim, | Wm the round” iechniawe sm the| moments. The past year has seen 
ome spangied mown soap awe a € | network basis That would mean Program Is, jive te t “Avided ‘other seene:, cancentrated c.. Gleason's emergence as a comedian 
J Same voter cecefsories aan Ker | et oniy clips from unreleased nied to 25. Plugs are divid < | effective clostups and Auisi camera | of growing stature, particularly in 
SO catets h2ir-celer to m ated. ' fF i ving used he “sed heeaus of ' anong Sane snd Encore: sae, adie w | work. Lighting was in a low hey, his “profile” pan wring 
voted = 4 tresses, though, — ithe variows booking dates fined \p | — Priat and Dits's Best — lin keeping with the sombre vacod. His Reginald Van Gleason is pe- 
2 ny hivade. = by theatres i= «different parts vf ; bacco. ‘| Initialer amt over wei’, except for | culiarly suited to his comedic fair 
Reese “ — i the country. That, in iam, would | hs secant | OME ciiche, the father crushing out | as was demonstrated anew on Sun- 
‘at WAYNE KING SHOW jmake Demby's work all the harder | pyge BIG STORY ‘bis cigar angrily ig (he ashtca. day's show. Again, his pantomim- 
one With Glerta Van, Harry Hali, Rar- By keeping the program local. oo With Nat Polen. Helen Donalésen,| Conmerciass fie Spice and S*an |icry as a frustrated idler in Central 
Sip bara Becker, Bon Large Chorus,‘ “her hans, fhe web siculd) Harry Davis, Leai Stengel, Fames | awd Juy were coon. Meowever, ‘ol- | Park, or as a father trying to ex- 
"ang King orch moe sae too mech difficuty in) (eeis, John Shas; aerrater, Beh jowing whe QJoemy. forebo¢ ing! plain to his son his getting fired 
£4 tye Predaever: Andy Christian Ung wv a cirewtt of nahe houses, Steams | imate scqecm » «a & plag fer Joy | ‘reminiscent of his onetime Riley 
ber Director: Dave Brown as ® has relier Writer: Breext | » hte | seemed ince tf UNMIS, Brit | that he aS) nag Mo versatility 2 
. Writere: Brown, Larry Johnson | Miss MeNellis, beauteously-| Predeacer: #ernard 4. Prockter i ead | tha en some lighter nuances 4 
os 3a Mins.; Thurs, $:30 a gowned as mae. “ @ brightly ye ons mak Skinuer anita on y boy ess Se eee. 
ext STANDARD OD. OF IND. \competen: job on the initvaler,, 28 Mins.; - 3 pan. q h | , : ‘our- 
anon SBC-VY, from Chheags spotlighting human interest sagies POLI. MALL CIGARETS | With Charles Hercing, Bob Kling- | agement offered by the pivotal Sun- 
ster ' MoCaun- Erickson ° in the pix as seripted by Aites | NHC-TY, trem New York | er, Iwe Sharos and a Natural, 8 = : NBC spot. — : 
it in ; Wovne King, radie’s Wats King Seiit. Director Charles Adans: | S.S.C.R. + | Marva Chaadler, U. S. Nevy or. |“ ger Me may $e A ae 
" ¢ laa years, ie bark on che mict- {several time: switehed eameras on ‘The Sig Stery” returned (0) shestre, Armed Forces chorus, | ™O" ' : H 
vartes rE 3 tributions ‘alo ith th ist 
per: v cat NAC-TV net offering up <i her during ene of her speeches, | NBC-TY Furday (31! afte: an eight- others - E aiong Ww e€ assis 
y at ciler serving of Ris seteable forcing Ser te chit awkwardiv »eek summer layoff with a weak | peodueer-dicsctar: Lee Schulman | from his writers), while both John- 
<eaitz) Hali-heer tuwuelese. vs n-| from one position to snother. | dramatizetion of new an Alomeda, | Writers: Witiom Lowden, Jim }ston and Rose Marie registered 
eiceted by the third season s preets Flim clips Soukrd good on te OLN, reperior broke up 2 crookec | pe only so-so in their guestar vocal 
46>. emtains | lomeniy de- screen, althoegh “Nightingale” palitical mockine in his town. i2- | ay pins: 8:05 Rat | Spots. Former attempted the “Guys 
w q 46) watains all the vtemenis de ; bs m J i. > Bp. %., . | d Dolls” “y ’ Roc ’ 
R-t'v -igued *o please these @ish res his-i didn't mean vnich without the cident is said to be hased UDON | Systaining an s" tune, ou're kin 
us §  keriag for a toucn of aurcalya and color it has in theatres. Stal. a true experience. However, She  KING-TY, Scatite | the > : Ln bt a  F =. 
rred 8 « o¢ dark of snerksnne. Arar. — vides versive sy ws weak with! sis weelliy kalfuomur chow pre- of the Broads i - 1 it. — 
aad, A Christian's: produrtion and i-V¢ | pereate GW ATRE phones Ibestsivs thit ome gained | seated by talew: from the Armed | Stejnved af tts wollen In 0 sale cont. 
pert, Ki-wn's direction rate povegnitiue Park SERS. — the impression iti the orginal | bvaes ‘Navy. “iemy, Marines. Air : 
by es. | tor castefully Show eas ing the sick ‘Coney Yhe Dax” | Was cousiderabls erxseserated. 1 ical - :  preact i Rose Marie, who goes into the 
me ; acteruny -¥ ; SEARS. ams " ‘ : “e) . ' © in the Pager ~ ind area ‘ ” . 
a 4 drigiay sith cauie. vide vairet, OY Tee Loner Series Nur ce, | Pacticulariv hackneyed were sev) sowerses seit <p tak fron) lo- sverteuags an that old ‘otylised 
"hun y' Bewcai, a8nt: ce —- Kar Aa se te Waloe 2 Fass aon \ oru — ni — aa ee one ie bases; gives produ: -dir-etor stance while singing didn’t partie- 
. ii {tia Van, Narry Hall wad the . ss hae & iebe (1 faurant -opricior stuawked v 1 oe Schulman wu chence to show farty help. She fared better in a 
vou + Jion Lerge entres. Cnhirpec yy PID or-dir. —s bd = > r t wet, eT», F¢ Seiated 4a iafoe ue, his «kill in gutt <a tt bea 5 Pp. ‘ ; © 
lacks | bara Becker is atward for tae Best Semedvi. oF: tee ee tee | ireitacioa. ier Sat a ebetye oF) we Ay o.. = foe ' Hay Pe joe ——— tn — eee 
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With this announcement, CBS Radio opens the 
mass circulation of night-time, network radio to 





advertisers with limited budgets. Also, to large 
advertisers for special promotions. 


RED SKELTON, star-showman, star-salesman— 
and his 13 million listeners—are now available on 
a one-time basis. The cost: less than a color page 
in a mass magazine....Here’s how a one-time 
budget now fits big-time radios: 


Question: How? 

ANSWER: Red Skelton’s regular half-hour show—one of 
the “top ten” in all radio—will be on the air for 39 
consecutive weeks, starting October 3. Each mass- 
market broadcast will be sold to a single sponsor (but 
a sponsor will not be limited to a single broadcast). 


question: How will advertisers use the show? 

ANSWER: To say something special with impact—as explo- 
sive as the laughter of Skelton’s listeners....Here is 
mass radio uniquely produced to launch a new product 
—kick off a drive—announce a contest....Here also is 
the perfect opportunity for the split-timing and com- 
manding attention that many advertisers need for peak- 
selling seasons and holidays: Christmas, White Sales, 
Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Straw Hat Time, June 
weddings and graduations. (Skelton ad libs over our 
shoulder: “For Thanksgiving, we can sell bogs and bogs 
of cranberries.”’) 


question: Any merchandising tie-insZ 


A PIECE OF SKELTON ? 


ANSWER: Displays and mailings will flash the appeal of 
Skelton’s personality, -tieing-in program, product, and 
purse at the sales counter. 


QUESTION: What’s the time of broadcast? 

ANSWER: During a peak listening hour—9:00 to 9:30 
p.m., Wednesdays. Between the big-audience attractions 
of Dr. Christian and Bing Crosby. 


Question: How many stations in the Skelton line-up? 
ANSWER: Stations accounting for 91.4 per cent of the 
entire CBS Radio circulation are available for clearance. 


QUESTION: How many listeners on an average program? 
ANSWER: Year-in, year-out, Red Skelton in front of a 
microphone is a human, fun-making magnet. Last sea- 
son, he drew an average weekly audience of more than 
13 million people. 


question: How much does the show cost? 

ANSWER: $23,500—including time, talent, and merchan- 
dising. To give this price a yardstick: For $23,500, 
you can tap a mass audience_and listener-loyalty that 
took an annual investment of $1,500,000 to build. 


quEsTiION: How will sponsors be scheduled? 
ANSWER: Solely on a first-come, first-to-profit basis. 


QuesTION: Are there any other answers? 

ANSWER: Just a reminder: Jo say things that get things 
started...or to give a peak-selling season a higher peak 
than ever, RED SKELTON is your boy....For a program 


* date that fits your needs, call your representative at... 


THE CBS RADIO NETWORK 
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Television Chatter 








New York 


Jim Owens, former account 
manager in the DuMont sales de- 
partment, upped to the post of 
account exec .. Anita Gordon, 
former singer on the Edgar Bergen 
radio show. signed as featured vo- 
calist on CBS’ “Ken Murray Show” 

Lynn Cleary named manager 
of sales service for DuMont . 
Patricia Bowman returns to her 
Saturday night show on CBS this 
week (8 after doing a three-week 
ballerina stint at the St. Louis 
Municipai Opera. Duriig ber abd- 


‘year, joined CBS-TV as assistant |tion of the Economic Cooperation | 


jagent on 


sence. singers Kyle MacDonnell, | 
Peggy Lee and Jame Morgan 
subbed 


Alex Mumfert, formerly with the 
March of Dimes, added to the 
NBC press department to handle 
ublieity for “Colgate Comedy 
lour.” Bill Hosie, 
staffer, has been assigned to work 
exclusively on the two Kate Smith 


‘ r the w .. . Bill Mer- | 
anos Sor te ee . lio the “All-Star Revue” on Oct. 13, 


manager | going back to the Coast after his|a Day,” which makes its debut on | Lederman heads the newly-formed 


ritt joined the DuMont sales de- 
partment as an account 

. DuMont moving “Johnny Ol- 
sen’s Rumpus Room” into the 1 to 
1:30 p.m. strip, with “Take the 


Break” taking over the 12:30 to 1| 


period. “For Yeur Information” 
goes into the noon to 12:15 seg- 
ment, and “Mid-Day Headlines” is 


being switched into the 12:15 to| 


12:30 time .. . Georgette Heine, 
who worked with the Arena The- 
atre in N. Y.’s Hotel Edison last 


department | 


| maining 


to casting director Robert Fryer 
_.. Don A. Davis, radio-TV chief 
of the Jaffe agency on the Coast, 
is easton a sales trip... Bob Bach 
and Jess Kimmel added to the 
CBS-TV programming staff as 
color producers. Bach has been as- 
sistant producer of CBS’ “What's 
Mv Line?” while Kimmel last year 
was assistant to Max Liebman, pro- 
ducer of NBC's “Your Show of 
Shows.” 


Harve; Sione guests on James | 


Melten’s NBC-TV show tomorrow 
(Thurs.) .. . Jay Barney plays the 
“Treasury Men in Ac- 
tion” tomorrow ... Robert M. 


Shaw is new administrative assist- | 


ant to Hareld L. Morgan, ABC-TV 
program v.p... . WOR-TV staris 
Harry S. Goodman's “TV 
phone Game” cross-the-board on 
Monday (10) at 3:30 p.m. ,, , Bill 
Gargan returned from Palm 
Springs .. . Danny Thomas returns 


second show ‘Nov. 10) for his re- 
stanzas. His daughter, 
Margaret, makes her film debut as 
Gus Kahn’s daughter in “I'll See 
You in My Dreams”... Alaa Dale 
guests on Reberte Quinian’s NBC- 
TV show Friday (7?. 


| star of the recently-returned “Fly- 
ing Tigers” on DuMont and is 
‘doubling this week into “Martin 


Tele- | 


Ed Peck signed for two vears as | 


| Kane” on NBC ... Anne Hoeling, 


‘German actress selected as “Miss 
‘Color TV’ ‘as part of the hoopla 
' surrounding the recent demonstra- 
| tion of American color video at the 
Berlin youth rally, in N. Y. for 


bought out Dick Moores’ interest 
in Illustrate, Inc., film animation 
company with Moores departing 
the company he helped found, be- 
cause ef ill health... John Sutton 
and Lynn Roberts snagged the 


‘further publicity under the direc- | leads in “Not a Bit Like Jason,” 


Administration and CBS. 

Lux Video Theatre (CBS) bought 
‘William Kozlenko’s televisjon 
adaptation of “Julie,” short story 
prizewinner. Yarn deals with a 
temperamental famous actress... 


Dr. Rruno Furst, memory expert, | 
guests today (Wed.) on New Jersey |. °° 


Board of Education's TV program 
over WATY, Newark. 


Hollywood 


| Larsen 
package radio and video programs | 


latest in the Frank Wisbar ‘“Fire- 
side Theatre” series. Script is a 
teleplay original by Marion Cooper. 

R. E. Stokin heads Screen-Teie- 
video Productions, subsid of Screen 
Associates of Beverly Hills... Va! 
Productions formed to 


Les Brown and his band inked 
to a long-term deal at KTLA, 
starting Sept. 9, opening on the 
“Bandstand Revue” emceed by 
Harry Babbitt . Vidfilm pro- 
ducer Scott Brown back in town 
after shooting on “The Calico Kid” 


... Peggy Ryan and Ray Mce- 
Donald inked for five more Snader 
SelescripSage. 

Sid Rogell, exec veepee of Jerry 
Fairbanks Productions announced 
purchase of “The Great McClosky” 
for the second in its “Hollywood 
| Theatre” series. Story and screen- 
play is by Irvin Ashkenozy ... 
_Telepix announced appointment of 
| Dick Lewis as veepee-in charge of 
midwest sales ... Lina Romay 
planed to N. Y. to guest on Faye 
| Exmerson’s “Wonderful Town” 
Saturday (8)... Andy Potter pro- 


|ducing a new show, “Queen of 


Monte Carlo,” starring Zsa Zsa 
Gabor Dina Fields, longtime 
staff writer on the Bob Hawk 


|show, will be co-writer with Jack 
| Crutcher who originated the idea 
lof the half-hour audience partici- 


| Vineent Price, who has made series was halted in Besa, Ariz.,| pation show with a Monte Carlo 


several video appearances, makes | 
his telefilm bow in “Dream Job” | 


at Jerry Fairbanas Productions .. .| 
|Sherman Harris is set as co-pro- | 


|ducer with Walter Thompson oi a | 
series of five-minute dramatic | 
'telepix for Teevee Co. ... Lex! 


by a downpour... Starlighters 


inked for the Red Skelton vid-| 


show .. . Eddie Cantor set Edith 
Barstow to do choreography on his 
Sept. 9 “Colgate Comedy Hour” on 
NBC-TV ... Lee Savin inked by 
Ralph Branton to produce the up- 
coming “Gentleman Burglar” vid- 


background. 





_. Chicago 
Bill Hebin, who won his video 
‘spurs as director of NBC-TV's 


i“Garroway At Large” showpiece 


Boyd of KRON-TV, San Francisco, pic series which will star George | which is currently closeted due io 


in town to ogle the new Louis D. | 
Snader telescriptions . . . Old Gold | 
| picking up the tab for “Queen For 
KECA-TV, Sept. 13, with Jack) 
Bailey emceeing. | 
| Sid Kuller will produce 
Thousand and One Nights,” vidpic | 


| films ... KTLA started signing on | 


one-half hours weekly to its sked 


Don Dewar and Jack Boyd'ers’ Association, Southern Section ; new organization 


“One |clude_ radio's 


First of the series, based 
yarns, will roll 


Brent. 
on the “Raffles” 
Sept. 20 ... Film director D. Bess 


Television Productions Co., capi- 
talized at $100,000. Directors in- 
Wendell Niles... 
Elizabeth Talbot-™Martin subbing 


series based on the stories by Ben|for the vacationing Kay Mulvey 
Hecht. Hecht will script and direct | on KTTV's “Open House” program than the planned Oct. 
| at least eight of the half-hour tele- I. 


. . KTLA launched a new pubtiic 
service program “Playcrafter’s 


jat 3:30 P. M., adding seven and Club,” cross-the-board under the! pick Lewis, 


auspices of the California Teach- 
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The most modern method of teaching small 
children to read—the method by which new 
teachers ace trained at Millersville State 


Teachers’ College—was recently featured on 
“MSTC Presents” on WGAL-TYV. Every 
other Sunday afternoon at three o'clock, 
living rooms in the WGAL-TY area become 
schoolrooms for one-half hour. Hundreds of 
adults learn broadening, worthwhile facts 
about today’s living, are taught new, licip- 
ful, skills. Professor George Anderson of 
Millersville State Teachers’ College is the 
moderator on these educational telecourses 


which have covered such subjects as: a series 





Represented by 
ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES Chicago + San Francisco » New York + Los Angeles 





on the use of the slide rule; a program on 
leatherworking; a demonstration and in- 
struction period in carving; a program on 
linoleunt cuts. Wide public interest, in this 
one of many community service programs 
carried on WGAL-TV, is evidenced in the 
fact that after each show the station receives 
an average of 180 requests for a copy of the 


complete program proceedings. 


WGAL-TYV 


LANCASTER, PENNA, 
A STEINMAN STATION © Clair 8. McCollough, Pres. 


C 





|the web's lack. of time availabili- 
ties, has answered Gotham’s siren 
jeall. He's joining producer Max 
| Liebman as director of the “Show 
| of Shows” ... Chi video packager 
| Herb Laufman is opening a New 
| York branch . . . Old Goid has de- 
| cided to pick DuMont’s “Down You 
| Go” Sept. 21, two weeks earlicr 
5 kickoff 
jess Dick Lewis Inc., Chi commer- 
|cial art firm, and Telepix, Holl)- 
; wood TV film outfit, have merged. 
rexy of the art com- 
i pany. ‘was éiected veepee of the 
. . . Charies Bai- 
ley, ex-Chi NBC scenic designer, 
now headquartering in New York 
. . « Harvey Lumber Co., remains 
aboard WENR-TV's “Mr. Fixum” 
for another 26 weeks. Art Young- 
quist works the Mr. Fixum role... 
Jim Moran, car dealer turned video 
emcee, has been given a lifetime 
honorary membership in the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists. 
Moran is a major user of variety 
talent on his Friday night “Cour- 
tesy Hour” via WENR-TV.. 
ABC-TV's “Super Circus” queen 
Mary Hartline missed her first 
telecast in three years Sunday (2). 
She's vacationing .. . Bowman 
Dairy and Swift are having another 
13-week go on WBKB's “Creative 
Cookery.” 


London 


George R. Foa telecasting his 
ninth operatic program Sept. 9 
with his production of “La 
Boheme” with Lilly Stanley, a 
Singer fom Crete, making her 
television debut as Mimi and Ken- 
neth Neate and Hella Toros as 
chief support. Charles Mackerras, 
Sadlers Wells’ youngest conductor, 
will direct the orchestra... 
Patricia Neway, star of the re- 
cently produced “The Consu!.” 
made her second television appear- 
ance in a program of folk songs 
and spirituals yesterday (4) prior 
to her return to the U. S.... Gus 
MacNaughton making his debut in 
the third of series titled “The 
Lighter Side” presented (12) con- 
taining a humorous slant on cur- 
rent affairs in the holiday spirit 
with Eleanor Summerfield, Ernest 
Maxim and Ray Johnson and Harry 
Noble and Frances King providing 
singing and character background. 


| Agents Cry Wolf 


Continued from page 3 =; 
signing most acts on the strength 
of the tele sector. They've also 
been approaching top names to 
come into the offices on the 
strength of being able to get them 
tele shows. Since they'll be un- 
able to deliver in that direction. 
there's like?y to be considerable 
movement from one agency to an- 
other. 


The packaging agencies have 
n hit even harder. As one 

packager put it, “Why should the 
networks encourage us when 
they’ve got their own shows iv 
sell?” Situation has reached the 
point where the nets will give no 
guarantees to bundlers willing to 
stand all costs of kinescoping 4 
show. This is in contrast to a 
couple of years ago when the nets 
would shelf out all or at least part 
of the costs if the prospectus 
looked worth while. 

As with the case of talent agen- 
cies, the packagers’ sole hupes. 
these days, lies in the ibility 
that they'll be able to sell a pro 
gram when nets discard a show. 

The ad agencies are similarly 
hit in such a situation. The Madi- 
son Avenue heroes, these days, are 
the ones who can get a good slice 
of network time, and not those that 
can put on a high-Nieisened pi* 
gram, 
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Your Lucky 7 Tunes that you 
would have heard last Saturday | 


as determined by Your Hit Parade Survey, which checks the best 
sellers in sheet music and phono me hn 
heard on the air and mest played on the automatic coin m 


1. BECAUSE OF YOU 

2. COME ON-A MY HOUSE ) 
3. SHANGHAI 

"4. 100 YOUNG 


"5, THE LOVELIEST NIGHT | 
OF THE YEAR 


6. MORNINGSIDE OF THE 
MOUNTAIN 
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tions, to Ben Alexander, whose 
wife, in view of camera, phones 
contestant who obviously must 
watch show at time to participate. 


A question of the usual non-brain- 
racking type is asked and if an- 
swered correctly entitles person to 
pick out pump. If a number, con- 
testant gets dollars to that amount. 


If a star, scene shifts to trade- | 
cans where another | 


marked oil 
choice is made with prize money 
to match. There is also a mystery 
voice gimmick for further reward. 
As much as $50 may be garnered 
in the oil pump and oil can cate- 
gories and $100 via the mystery 
voice. 

A’exander is a facile, pleasing 
personality who handles the array 
of phones in front of him with ease 
and simpatico. Voice is superior 
and leisure paced registers effec- 
tively. An occasional tendency to 


wink at the video viewers could be | handled tag Rang Poy i _ leould mean their budget of $20.- 
dispensed to advantage but this is | informality that builds good will | idpic ld easily bet d. 
a minor flaw that does not detract |for the sponsor. } GEO 8 vidipic coule enstly Saget 
from the overall solid appeal of | job makes it surprising that the) yy 
Lesl¢y Alexander is a| sponsor, in‘a switch of agencies,| tends the deal was nixed because 


the gamut. 

likabie, attractive adjunct. 
Viewers do not seem to mind 

overemphasis of preduct since the 


chief attraction is giveaway angle. | bowed in 


Television Reviews 
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MOHAWK SHOWROOM 
With RKeberta Quinlan, Musical 
Craftsman Trie, guests; Bob 
Stanton, announcer 
Director: Dick Schneider 
Writer: Ed Flynn 
i5 Mins.: Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 7:30 p.m. 
MOHAWK CARPET MILLS 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 
(George R. Nelson) 
Returning for its third year 
|after a summer layoff, this show 


| impresses as an unpretentious and 
| pleasing musical session. Roberta 
|Quinlan carries the brief stanza 
|with her vocalizing and rson- 

ality with guest artists adding an 
lelement of variety to the format. 
|Except fer a closing jingle, the 
|carpet company confines itself to 

one long plug midways, Bob Stan- 
|ton handling the commercial and 
|occasional chatter chores in good 
| taste Whole show, in fact, is 





Show's selling 


has cancelled out after the initial 
13-week period. 

| On the preem (3), Miss Quinlan 
the show by 


couple of numbers in_ excellent 
style, standout being “September 
Song.” Mel Torme, who seems to 


series kickoff with a neat rendi- 


tion of “We Kiss in the Shadow 
plus a duet with Miss L on 
“Pretty-Eyed Baby.” iss a 
lan continues to use “ lly 


For You” as her theme. Herm. 


| Raft, Gene Autry Hassle 
Stalls ‘Rocky’ TY Deal 


Hollywood, Sept. 4. 
George Raft ankled Flying A 
Productions, telepix company” own- 
| ed by Gene Autry, after a hassie 
with Flying A on the contemplated 


| “Rocky Jordan” video series. 
| Autry and his agent, Miteh | 
|Hamilburg, say the deal fell on 
lits face because Raft demanded 
the right to okay stories and the 
director, and they felt to give in 








| Raft’s rep. Danny Winkler, con- 


| he and Raft doubted the “quality” 





of telepix planned by Fiying A. | 
Winkler’s now talking the same | 





»|cdéver news phases of the confer- 


ence for CBS are Larry LeSeuer, 
Charles Collingwood, Carroll Al- 
cott, Lewis Shollenberger, Dallas 
Townsend, Grant Holcomb, Stuart 
Novins, Walter Cronkite, Don Moz- 
ley, Carroll Hansen and Bill Dorais. 
Bill Nietfeld, KCBS news director, 
will assist on national radic broad- 
casts and direct KCBS coverage. 


ABC’s Washington commentator 
Bryson Rash, assisted by Coast re- 
porters and commentators Chet 
Huntley and Hank Weaver, will 
participate in both radio and TV 
coverage. Both radio and TV 
presentations of the conference by 
ABC will be under the supervision 
of Frank LaTourette, ABC western 
division news manager, assisted by 
Vic Reed, manager of the San Fran- 
cisco ABC news room. 

A four-star team of NBC radio 
reporters, consisting of~ Merrill 
Mueller, former chief of NBC's 
London Bureau; Alex Dreier, in 
from Chicago; Elmer Peterson, Los 
Angeles, and Bob Letts, Frisce 
commentator, will cever the nego- 
tiations. H. V. Kaltenborn, flying 


reading | deal with Harry Ackerman, CBS/in from Korea, will also take a 


A well contrived attention sus-|some congratulatory wires from/V-.P. in charge of programming on | major part in the NBC lineup. 


tainer throughout. 





Ted. \the NBC brass and delivered a'the Coast. 
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| Hollywood-TV mating has 


aaa 


pickups, will also provide round- 
the-clock coverage of treaty ses- 
sions via a continuous kinescope 
recording operation, which will be 
edited and combined with newsreel 
films for airing on NBC-TV news 
shows. Kines are to be made off the 
screen in N. Y. 


A telephone installation costing 
approximately $50,000, as well as 
an elaborate telegraph setup, are 
part of the facilities being provided 
newsmen, envoys, notables and 
others engaged in the business of 
the conference. 


} A major center of activity has 
been established at the San Fran- 
cisco Press Club, with special tele- 
| graph and radio facilities, te serv- 
| ice the conference. 


Hotels report absolute capacity 
booking, with delegates absorbing 
most available rooms. Over 1,000 
newshawks have registered, with 
hundreds turned away without cre- 
|} dentials to enter the conference 
| confines, 


The city is hopping with. visitors, 
many in foreign dress, with restau- 
rants jammed and tourist traps get- 
ting the play of their life. 










Continued from page 35 


ison termed the recrganization a 
“must.” because of the cut in net- 
work revenue tnat took effect July 
1 and the station’s own decline in 
income. Hutchison reveaied plans 
to combine the duties of announc- 
ers and contrel board operators at 
the studio and aslo to handle part 
of that work at the transmitter. 
He added: 


“Selection of personnel to be re- 
tained will be made on the basis 
of merit and ability. As soon as 
possible, we want to record the 
diction and voice of the control 
board operators and technicians 
to determine those who are best 
fitted for the combination opera- 
tion. Similarly, weight will be 
given to the knowledge of control 
board operations and technical 
matters that the announcers may 
have. Seniority will be taken into 
consideration wherever possible.” 


_Samoft | 


the trade was the forecast on the 
possible impairment of network 
operation in TV with the boom in 
the usage of motion pictures on 
video programs. This, of course, 
is predicated on the extraordinar- 
ily high bility of 80° film 
content for TV programs. Con- 
servatively, however, General Sar- 
noff sees TV programs comprising 
50% celluloid but that doesn’t 
means that the big headliner show 
will not best be served live-off-the- 
stage, rather than filmed. 

The picture business’ reactions 
to the Sarnoff interview were one 
of respect. The inevitability of the 
long 
been conceded, and both the RCA 
topper and the film executives 
agree that the top film product is 
the best boxoffice insurance for 











theatres in the battie against at- 
home gratis TV entertainment. 
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some of the dissenters on the wis- 
dom of “reinstating” her contract. 


ABC Kines ‘Dagmar Story’ 

ABC-TV last week cut a kine- 
scope audition of “Tre Dagmar 
Story,” situation comedy which 
deemphasizes the -comedienne’s 
s.a. Kine, for which Dagmar (Jenny 
Lewis) got $10,000 as packager, 
casts her as a television actress who 
is the daughter of an apartment 
house superintendant. It's a per- 
sonality for the whose 
stint on -TV’'s dway 
Open House” concentrated on her 
physique. 

Gal is dressed in simple, but- 
toned-up frocks, — for sne 
scene in wh'’ch she's her pro- 
fessional .->n. Cast includes 








Kine is now the rounds of 
the waa F 
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On September 9, another outstanding 
season of the U.S. Steel Hour gets un- 
der way. Among the top shows already 
scheduled are The Glass Menagerie, 
Twentieth Century, The Sea Wolf, Pyg- 
malion, Oliver Twist, 1984. 
The best plays... the best stars... 
for the best dramatic entertainment 
€ on radio. That’s been standard since 
Theatre Guild on the Air began in 1945. 
No wonder the U. S. Steel Hour has 
become radio’s most-honored show. 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 

O'Neil, Larson & McMahon, Chi agency, is opening a New York 
branch on Madison ave. Bill Lawrence, former vocalist on Arthur 
Godfrey shows. back in N. Y Vilma Kurer, Viennese actress, work- 
ing for State Dept. radio and CBS’ “Kings Row” Julie Bennett into 
CBS’ “Young Dr. Malone” and NBC's “Counterspy” tomorrow (Thurs.) 

WMGM's Ted Brown, Marty Glickman and Bert Lee, Jr., have 
been added to the Broadway team that will meet a Hollywood softball 
squad at the United Cerebral Palsy Fund benefit at the Polo Grounds 
tomorrow (Thurs.) Other participants include Eddie Cantor, Dagmar, 
Fred Allen, Gus Lesnevich, Jack Eigen, ‘inx Falkenburg, Kitty Kallen, 
Denise Darcel, Carmel Myers, Margaret Whiting, Peggy Lee and Wendy 
Barrie Guy Wallace, WFDR program manager, has resigned to join 
Radio Free Europe as executive producer; no replacement set yet 
William B. Templeton has joined Sherman & Marquette as AM-TV direc- 
tor: he had been with Kudter as AM-TV production manager and di- 
rected the Milten Berle tele show C. H. Cottingten, for past eight 
years AM-TV veepee of Erwin, Wasey agency, has resigned Vic‘or 
Zembruski, who airs Polish shows on several New England outlets, has 
added a “Polish Eagles” stanza on WIBX, Utica, Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 

Rennett Korn, WNEW account exec, married recently in London to 
Moura Lympany, top British concert pianist. who makes a N. Y. Town 


Hall appearance in October and leaves for a tour of 30 concerts in 
Europcan countries Carlton Fredericks, WMGM nutrition expert 
will have his tome, “Eat, Live and Be Merry,” published by Paxton- 


Slade tomorrow (Thurs.) Mother of Wauhillau La Hay, N. W. Ayer 
publicist, died Sunday in Muskogee, Okla., at the age of 86 Pvt. 
Danny Schwartz, ex-MBS press, now in Anchorage, Alaska On Sept 
17 ABC newscaster Taylor Grant starts a five-minute news strip at 7 
p.m., preceding his “Headline Edition” Hobart Donovan, Coust radio 
writer and producer, is recuperating in Roosevelt Hospital, N. Y., from 
a broken back suffered in an accident in New York last week. He'll be 
hospitalized several months. Donovan was standing on a small balcony 
outside the apartment of a friend when the supports gave way and 
pitched him into a yard several stories below 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


John Hurley exited KHJ, where he was program manager, to join up 
with a TV fan sheet Joe Rines pulled out for the east, with business 
Stops in N. Y., and social calls at Boston “Beulah” is still being 
dogged by the jinx. Marlin Hurt, who originated the role, and Ken 
Dolan, who owned and packaged, have passed on and now Hattie 
McDaniel, the radio and TV “Beulah,” has been laid low by an ailment 
which will keep her off the two shows for four months. Luckily Al 
Kabaker of Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample taped shows in advance through 
Nov y 

Jack Paar made one guest shot with Jimmy Melton on TV and 
within a week got radio offers from Toni and Cannon Towel 


Boston 


Likely that Leuise Beavers will! fill in until McDanie) gets back ' 


Murray Bolen is coming back to Hollywood to rein two radio shows— 
“Father Knows Best” and “Railroad Hour”’—for Benton & Bowles. He 
succeeds Fran van Hartesfeld, who wants to write and freelance 

Jack Rubin and Jerry Brewer, who script “You Can't Take It Wi 
You.” are credited with the best comedy scripts of the summer and one 


eee 


of the big reasons why the show is being held over into season by NBC 


Harry Maizlish is taking his sabbatical in the old home town of 
...Tom O’Neill due out next week to relieve Willet Brown, 
Don Lee prez, for a long-overdue vacation .. Arnold Marquis is pack- 
aging Cliff Arquette as emcee of a co-op audience participation show. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Basket Mosse, chairman of Northwestern’s school of journalism radio 
division, is the new chairman of the Council of Radio Journalism. He 
succeeds Floyd K. Baskette, University of Colorade journalism prof 

Ernie Simon takes over next Tuesday (11) as solo host on WMAQ's 
late-evening “Chez Show.” He replaces Pat Murphy and Maggie Daly 

WGN-TV’'s “Top Tunes With Trendier” returns to its Thursday 
night berth this week with Peggy Taylor and Bill Snary in as regular 
vocalists Don McNeill resumes toastmastering duties on ABC's 
“Breakfast Club” Monday (10) after an eight-week hiatus Jimmy 
McConnell, grandson of WLS program director Haro!d Safford, made 
his radio debut on station’s Bob Atcher show last week. Tyro is 14 
months old 
cationing in Indiana Otte Bremmers has been upped to assistant 
promotion manager for WMAQ and WNBQ. Chi NBC stations. Grant 
Reiksieck and Patt Kimmick have been added to John Keyes’ promo- 
tion crew Maryjane Hitchman, WGN ahief Fr@nk Schrieber'’s gal 
Friday, is new prexy of fhe women’s division of the Tribune bowling 
league “Dirk Till Dawn” ditty has been clefted by Georgie Weiss 
and Benny Benjamin for Dirk Courtneay'’s post-midnight WMAQ disk 
session of the same name. Ralph Flanagan may record Fran Rielly, 
Walt Schwimmer Productions flack, in N. Y. on biz Rise Stevens 
set to guest on WGN’s Northerners airer Nov. 6 with Lauritz Melchior 
coming in Dec. 4 Sun-Times columnist Irv Kupcinet back this week 
on WBBM with his nightly “Kup’s Column of the Air.” 








-—KSTP Bares Dope Peddling 
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pers. Included in iis reports were , witness interview type for radio 


tape recordings and sound film|and has several hundred feet of | 
shots of the doctors and the mother sound film. Aout 60 interviews 
and stills of the dead youth. along and portions thereof were taped 


It has used many stilis on TV and 
brought to the mike many promi- 
nent officials and other persons 
figuring in the story. Station feels 
that it financed the public informa- 
' tien end of the investigation which 
now awaits FBI, grand jury and cor- 
oner findings. Minneapolis news- 
guarantee a simultaneous release. | papers gave KSTP full credit when 
KSTP and KSTP-TV have made | using its news reports. 

use of 40 tape recordings of the} St. Cloud affair is not a KSTP 


with photostats of the death cer- 
tificate, coroner's report, ete., 
backed with telephvne recordings 
of the conversations in connection 
with the findings. 

The Los Angeles Examiner also 
cooperated with KSTP, and KNBH 
is now “sitiing” on the story to 
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“Terrific tenor.”—EARL WILSON, 
New York Pest. 


“Brilliant young tener ... Veice 
glows like a stream of liquid silver 


fully 


.. . His ‘Vesti la Giubba’ is a 
smash.” . 
—LEE MORTIMER, Daily Mirror. te do with 


“Curtis . . . showed a powerful 

tenor voice of considerable quality 

“and exceptional range ... No doubt PATRICIA 
Curtis is a hit . . . His fancy sing- gram-Sun. 
ing inte various registers com- “Curtis 


pletely caught the audience. It 
applauded Curtis long and loudly.” 
... BILL SMITH, The Bil!beard. 


“Has a promising tenor. Can init 
high notes with ease. There's an 


Publicity: 
MARVIN KOHN 





Thanks, BILL MILLER, for the honor of playing your beautiful cafe. 
Thanks, Walter Nye and Orchestra; 
Seth Babits; Mr. Bonardi; The backstage crew and everybody at the Riviera 


RALPH 
CURTIS 


Now Completing 


BILL MILLER’S RIVIERA 


—<And thanks, to the Press, for these wonderful notices: 


unusual degree of lyricism and 
vigor in his pipes, and he has care- 
tailored 
JOE COHEN, Variety: 


“Curtis due to be heard from .. . 
Has fine tenor voice; knows what 
Morning Telegraph. 

“Wowing them at the Riviera.”— 


young romantic singing 
sensation."—SHOW BUSINESS. 


“A natural for TV and pictures.” — 
PAUL DENIS. 


Personal Management: 


ETHEL BURNS 


Hote! Selleclaire 
New Yert, N. Y. 


viously 
news beats and led a hunt for three 
men involved in the killing of a 
policeman, following the trio 
through five states and getting 
credit for the eventual confession 
of one of the fugitives after his 
capture 

Hubbard always has taken an 
especial interest in crime detection, 
is fullfledged Washington county 
| deputy sheriff “on the side” and is 
well known among the area’s law 
enforcement officers. 


— _ —— '“flash in the 
had dug up other crime 
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blackout on both collegiate and 
professional football, WCAU has 
secured the broadcast rights to the 
complete schedules of both the | 
Univ. of Pennsylvania and the 
Philadelphia Eagies this season. | 
In addition to all 16 exhibition | 
and league games for the pro grid- , 
ders, nine Ivy League contests will 
be aired by WCAU, plus four reg- | 
ular weekly football programs— 
“Grantland Rice Show,” “Kickoff 
Time,” “CBS Football Roundup” | 
and “Football Final.” 
The comprehensive schedule of 
game broadcasts and football fea- 
tures was announced yesterday 
i3) by Joseph T. Connolly, v.p. in 
charge of radio for the WCAU sta- | 
tions; but the station has already | 
earried three of the Eagles exhi- | 


BIG WEEKS 


ers, at Hershey, Pa., Aug. 18: De- 
troit Lions, Aug. 27, and Los An- 
geles Rams, at Little Rock, Ark.., | 
Sept. 1. 

Bill Sears will handle the play- 
by-play for all Eagles games. | 
Byron Saam will handle the play- 
by-play for the Penn games, with 
Bili Campbell, WCAU sports di- 
rector, doing the color and the com- 
mercials. 

The new season marks the 20th | 
consecutive year the Penn games 
have been heard on WCAU, and 
the games will be sponsored by 
the Atlantic Refining Co., through 
N. W. Ayer. ’ 


arrangements.’ — 


it.” —RUBE DORIN, 


EVERS, World-Tele- 





Celumbus—Sally Flowers, WLW- 
C entertainer here, marked her 
500th telecast of “Meetin’ Time at 
' Moore's” last Friday (31). Pro- 
gram debuted Oct. 3, 1949, as a 
| 15-minute, five-a-week affair but 
_a month later was boosted to half- 
| hour, cross-the-board. In May, 


| WLWD, Dayion, on the 
| three-city network, and is’the only 


W32M documentary producer Skee Wolff and frau va- | 


j actually 


| Limited 


bitions contests—Pittsburgh Steel- 4 


/ 1950, “Meetin’ Time” was piped to; 
rosley 


Hartford Pian 


Continued from page 33 


work to prove his work or state- 
ments. 

Martin claims his plan, which 
went into effect on Sept. 3, is a 
savior for the small indies, such 
as his own. 

Campaign is also aimed at new 
| types of clients, those who haven't 
|hit the ether because they don't 
have the proper selling approach 
,or setup in certain areas. Smaller 
| companies, with no budget for sell- 
|ing campaigns, should bite on this 
“type of promotion, he feels. 


Salt Lake Radio | 


—_ms Continued from page 33 

















Highways,” with Peggy Tangren, to 
start Sept. 9, at 9:45 a. m., will 
hit the question, but only incident- 
ally to the general subject of rais- 
ing a moppet. 

Several of the outlets say they 
are talking about some construc- 
tive programming, but the only one 
set to be aired is being 
handled by Hal Zogg, KUTA disk 
jock Zogg’s 250-member Music 
Club was organized to 
meet twice monthly and give teen- 


'agers a chance to hear hot music. 


Group has brought in several mu- 
sical combinations, and is arranc- 
ing talks by members of the Utah 
Symphony. 

Zogg plans to present the juve- 
nile delinquency problem to his 
club at next meeting, and arrange 
for selected members to appear on 
his Sunday night sessions with 
their opinions on what causes the 
trouble, and where the solution 
lies. His approach of going to 
those involved, rather than to po- 
lice, educators, and social workers 
should arouse interest, by virtue of 
its novelty if nothing else. 

With a whole town up in arms 
over a situation, radio has had a 
golden wpportunity to prove what 
it can do, but whether because of 
commercial commitments, lacks of 
appreciation of the potential, or 
disinterest, the chance has been 
muffed so far. 

















De MAN in DeMANd 





MERRILL E. JOELS 


Actor-Announcer-Narrator 


Radio - TV - Stage 
Commercials - Spots 
Slide Films - Kiddie Discs 
Trick Voices 
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FOR SALE 


COUNTRY HOME 
35 Minutes from Midtown, N. Y. 


This delightful Home is situsted on & 
4 acre landscaped plot with towering 
trees, fruit trees, shrubs & broek; 
House contains: center hall, liv. reom, 
din. room, kitchen, teundry, 2 screened 
porches, 4 bedrooms, 2% baths, & 
steeping porch; 2-car garage, workshop 
with small greenhouse, $40,400. 


GEO. R. MEADOWS 


Closter 5-002! 











| TV program here regularly hitting 
ja two-city audience, ' 
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Thank you, Congressman W. J. Bryan Dorn 
|. and our gratitude to Ken Murray— 
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“This Is a Story of Men Who Believed 
That the Land Must Be Guarded and 
Defended From the Sky, and This Is 
the Story of How They Defended and 
Guarded It, a Proud and Unforgettable 
Story—Listen and Observe, America, te 
This, the Story of Your Air Force”— 
Ken Marray 





EXTENSION OF REMARKS 


HON. W. J. BRYAN DORN 


OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 20, 1951 


Mr. DORN. Mr. Speaker, there are 
few, if any, television programs projected 
over any network more popular than is 
the Ken Murray show, telecast each 
Saturday night over the Columbia 
Broadcasting System and its coaxial 
System. 

Personally, I have always found it a 
delightful, high-class hour of music, 
dance, and a great variety of other popu- 
lar divertisements, presenting to the 
television audience the biggest names 
and the costliest acts available in the 
entire amusement world. 

The humor dispersed is clean. It is 
always funny. It is devoid of even a 
semblance of ridicule of any person or 
groups of persons. In my opinion, the 
Ken Murray show has long since set a 
standard of decency, decorum, and 
proper presentation—one that might 
well be followed by all similar television 
and even radio programs. 

Mr. Speaker, nothing in a long, long 
time, on any television screen, afforded 
a great audience more pleasure than did 
the Ken Murray show telecast on the 
night of May 26. ‘ 

The program was scintillating. The 
star of the show was at his best. Each 
succeeding act presented seemed to excel 
the others. 

Then, Mr. Sperker, the sceng suddenly 
changed. The show hit an entirely dif- 
ferent tempo. 

Ken Murray no longer toyed with that 
internationally known big, black cigar. 
Stepping completely out of_ character, 
and for the first time on television, he 
addressed himself to a serious subject. 
He was in perfect voice, and I am sure 
thrilled his millions of viewer-listeners 





Po 


Congressional Record 


ND DEBATES,OF tT 


ined Seates a <TT e 
va Ameria TON, WEDNESDAY: p= 
wASHING , 


Budwei 


' LAGER BEER 
ANHEUSER-BUSCH, INC. 


Inst SESSION 





HE 824 concrrss. 
Ne. 110 


Se 








by his narration of the story of the 
United States Air Force from the time 
it was established in 1907, and consisted 
of a captain, a corporal, and a private. 

He told of the epochal decision made 
by the Army to buy the first airship for 
our Air Force in 1909, and carried his 
narration down until this day of super- 
sonic speeds and guided missiles. 

Mr. Speaker, there is nothing that I 
could say that could lend weight, add 
any beauty, give greater expression to the 
appreciation of what the American 
people feel about their Air Force over 
and above what was said by Ken Murray, 
and which millions of Americans will 
never forget. 

For such of my colleagues as did not 
chance to hear that dramtic story as 
told by the great film luminary and 
musical comedy star, I ask the unani- 
mous consent of my fellow Members to 
extend my remarks and include therein 
the story of the United States Air Force, 
written by Jean Holloway, as told by a 
great performer and a great American, 
Kenneth “Ken” Doncord Murray, over 
the network of the Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System television. 


The telecast was as follows: 


Mr. Murray. At various times during the 
season we have saluted the men of the vari- 
ous armed service forces of our country. Toe 
night we are proud to present a tribute to the 
guardians of our sky, as written by Jean Hol. 
loway. The Story of the United States Air 
Force, 

The words you are about to hear, as well 
as the pictures you will see, are concerned 
altogether with men of dreams and visions, 
They are concerned with the thrill that 
surged through the men who stood on the 
ground at Eitty Hawk less than half a cen- 
tury ago and watched the first man mount 
the sky on wings of steel. They are con- 
cerned with the men who followed the Wright 
brothers up into the universe, along the 
highways of the winds and birds, and re- 
mained there to keep watchful vigilance over 
their country. 

This is a story of men who believed that 
the land must be guarded and defended from 
the sky. And this is the story of how they 
defended and guarded it—a proud and an 
unforgettable story. 

Listen and observe, America, to this the 
story of your Air Force. ; 

The crews of these planes come from every 
State in the Union. They make up the 
greatest Air Force in worid history—your Air 
Force. They have been writing world his- 
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tory and American history across the Kies 
in planes like this. 

There is the F-84 Thunderjet, in use now 
in Korea. And there is the jet fighter we 
used when we first entered the war in Korea— 
the F-80 Shooting Star. And there is the 
big baby—the B-36—the pride of the Air 
Force. A bomber that can fly 5,000 miles, 
drop the atomic bomb, and return. It can 
fly from a base in the United States to the 
principal cities of Europe and back home 
without landing. It is the most powerful 
means of waging war and the most effective 
means of preserving peace in existence today! 
Yes, the greatest Air Force in world history— 
the realization of the dreams of many brave 
men. 

And where did it begin? When did the 
first seeds sprout? What hour? What place? 
To go back to the beginning you have to go 
back to a cold December morning in the year 
1903. The brothers Orvilie and Wilbur 
Wright, and the engines of history being 
warmed up at Kitty Hawk on Kill Devil Hill. 
Two bicycie makers from Dayton, Ohio, have 
performed the miracle men have dreamed of 
for centuries. The first airplane is on her 
way from America into history. And so, the 


flying machine crorsed the horizons to cone 


found the universe. And the Army took offi- 
cial note of the occasion on August 1, 1907, 
and issued the following directive: 

“An Aeronautical Division of this office is 
hereby established to take effect this date. 
This division will have charge of all matters 
pertaining to military ballooning, air ma- 
chines, and all kindred subjects. Capt, 
Charles Chandler, Signal Corps, is detailed 
in charge of this division, and Cpl. Edward 
Ward and Pfc. Joseph E. Barrett will report 
to Captain Chandler in this division under 
his immediate direction. 

“James ALLEN, 

“Brigadier General, Chief Signal Officer 

of the Army.” 

There you are. There you see the begin- 
nings cf your Air Force—a captain, a corpo- 
ral, and a private. No hint here of the legions 
to follow. No sign yet of the glory to come, 
That was 1997. ‘ 

In 19¢9, the Army decided to buy its first 
airplane. There it ts—according to Army 
specifications. It has a speed of 40 miles an 
hour, can carry enough gasoline to travel 125 
miles, and can transport two persons having 
a combined weight of 350 pounds. 

That's Fort Meyer, Va. Over 7.000 spece 


- tators are there to watch the test. The Army, 


recognizing thé~possibilities of aviation, ap- 
pealed to Congress for an appropriation to 
purchrse 20 planes. 

As the years passed, Congress saw things 
in a slightly different light, and by the time 
war was declared in April 1917, the Air Divie 
sion had 65 officers and slightly better than 
1,000 enlisted men. And even before our 
entrance into the war, the famed Lafayette 
Escadrille of American volunteers w Myring 
in combat overseas. Of that gro 
George made an immortal statenx 
cable to these brave men, an” > 
follow down the years. 

“Far above the 
high tn the firma’ 
earth, they figr 
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The Ken Murray Show 
returns to CBS September 8th 


D*Arcy Advertising Company, Ine. 
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WIND’s Chi AM Indie Pattern Sails 
Through TY Seas With Record Biz 


Chicago, Sept. 4. 


vent of the quartet of TV stations 


The blossoming of television in | here. 


this kingpin midwest market has 
left little or no scars on indie radio 
station WIND. In reviewing the 


AMer’s role in the sound plus sight | 


era, WIND sales chief John Carey 
told Variety that the station's coin 
intake so far this year has boomed 
18% over last year. And the 1950 
business had set an alltime high for 
the 5,000-watter. 

Indie is winding up its best sum- 
mer in its 32-year history and is 
going into the winter season with 
a backlog of orders destined to 
maintain or better the present 18% 
upbeat. Billings are about equally 
split between local and national 
accounts 

Incidentally, Carey raised an in- 
teresting point regarding spot pur- 
chases by the major national adver- 
tisers. The machinery by which the 
bigtime accounts and their agencies 
participate in the spot market has 
become so cumbersome and slow- 
moving that in many instances the 
availabilities have been snapped up 
by home town clients before the 
big boys swing into action. 

WIND’s tripod programming 
premise—news, musics and sports 
—is seen as a strong factor in coun- 
teracting the video influence. Sta- 
tion claims the highest out-of-home 
audience in the Windy City mar‘et 
and points to a consistent improve- 
ment of its ratings despite the ad- 


jance of the 


Operating round-the-clock since 
1941, WIND airs 42 newscasts daily, 
on the hour and half hour, all of 
which are sponsored. Indie also 
carries all the Chi Cubs baseball 
games which it feeds to a 40-station 
midwest hookup and the Chi Bears 
pro football games fed to 20 out- 
lets. Disk shows comprise the bal- 
programming. Its 
10 p.m. to 4 a.m. record sessions 
consistently fiy the SRO banner. 

“WIND steadfastly maintains its 
rate card,” Carey stated in answer 
to the now-standaré query about 
rate card adherence. 

Station keeps up with its public 
service duties but insists the pub- 
services be tailored to its overall 
programming philosophy of a min- 
imum of chin music. During the 
school year, a daily quarter hour 
is given over to the Board of Edu- 
cation and a nightly quarter-hour 
strip is set aside for transcribed 
bond and enlistment drive shows. 
Station also airs a Sunday presenta- 
tion by the Northwestern speech 
department 

Ralph Atlass is WIND’s general 
manager and H. Leslie Atlass Jr., 
is the program director. 





New Orleans—Charlie Lake. ra- 
dio director for the Roosevelt Ho- 
tel here, marks his 20th anni in 
radio this month, although he’s 
only 38. He started on KOY, 
Phoenix, in 1931. 





So 





| PHILLIPS APPOINTED 
NCAA Formula AS COTT’S ASSISTANT 


oompe —— Charles Phillips, former sales 
stricted by the availability of TV | manager for TV spot sales at NBC, 
networking facilities. Since there | has — oan MS = 

general manager 

is not yet any cable or microwave | Liar ‘New York, as the assistant 
connection to the deep south and | g.m. for the AM and TV flagship 
the southwest, a. number of col-| operations. 
leges in those sections of the coun- | Unlike the WCBS, WJZ (ABC) 
try will not be able to participate | or WOR local setups, encompass- 
in the plan when they play at/ing both radio and TV adjuncts, 
heme. Included in this group is' WNBC-T adhere to an integrated 
Oxlahoma, which is expected to) administrative formula on the top 
have the top team in the country | operational level, instead of the 
this year. However, such schoois| prevailing practice of splitting 
will be televised when they play down the middle. 
colleges in interconnected video Theory is that it permits for a 
areas. 

Under the plan, 19 different 
| games will be televised during the 
season, either in all parts of the 
country or on a regional basis. 
Twenty-nine different colleges will 
participate in these games, repre- 
senting virtually eery grid con-| 
ference in the country. This in- 
cludes the Big 10, which had 
banned live TV last year before 
the NCAA cracked down on indis-| urday night Wayne Howell “Mu- 
criminate televising Ten of the. sical Merry-Go-Round” radio show, 
29 colleges will have their games /and instead was throwing in its 
televised twice during the season. | lot with the new “Merediih Will- 
|In addition to these, one or two/|son Music Room” program, heard 
| local games may also be televised |Wednesday nights at 10:30. 
| in small video areas. iCA initially contracted for the 
| Also figuring in the NCAA plan} Willson show for an eight-week 
‘are the games to be telecast ex-| August-September period, with 
clusively by theatre TV and by Willson cutting 12 shows on the 
CBS in color. Video theatres will Coast before leaving for London 
air a completed schedule of 10) and the overseas premiere of the 
games during the season, with all| “Big Show.” RCA has now de- 
to be exclusive te them. By work-| cided to go for a full 39-week cy- 
ing with the- theatres, the NCAA|cle, with Willson emanating the 
will be able to determine the effect |show live from New York upon 
of big-screen video on gate re-' conclusion of the 12 taped shows. 
ceipts. CBS colorcasts, which will| J. Walter Thompson is the 
include sine games, are not ex- | agency. 





record billings. 


RCA to String Along On 





RCA notified NBC this week that 
it was cancelling out on the Sat- 























“Consistent...THAT’S Olsen 





JOHNNY OLSEN 
RATINGS? For Nearly 3 Years 


JOHNNY OLSEN'S 


~-RUMPUS ROOM 


(DAILY ON WABD, PREMIER FOODS) 
has had the highest noon time rating 
of all TV shows—Local and Network 


* Consistent ... THAT’S Olsen 


Emceeing “KIDS and CO"—DuMont Network 
SATURDAY A.M. (RED GOOSE SHOES) 


* Consistent... THAT’S Olsen 
7 Years Commercial TV 
25 Years Commercial Radio 





pected to throw too much light on | 
MacPherson’s Bout Nod 


the outcome, because of the neces- 
sarily small audience available for 
Sept. 4. 


the color transmissions this sea- Minneapolis 


son. 





fight broadcast, Stu McPherson, 
WCCO staffer, has been named to 
broadcast the “Fight of the Week” 
featuring light heavyweight Ar- 





Teleprompter 


Continued from page 32 





shows the fotlowing business sign- | morrow night (5). 
| ed by Teleprompter. 


1. One year contract for be-| broadcast the 


|Benton & Bowles, as agents for|# BBC sports announcer in Lon- 
| Procter & Gamble. Contract can- | 40n. 
'cellable in 13-week segments. 

2. Indefinite contract with Cal- 
| kins & Holdens, advertising agent Hollywood, Sept. 4. 





‘Lucy’ Rents GS Lot 














for Stokeley-Van Camp, sponsor Production begins this week on 
and producer of “Little Show.” It| the Desi, Arnaz-Lucille Ball tele- 
is eanceliable on one week's notice|show “I Love Lucy,” following 
and calis for $10,000 in fees for a| inking of what is believed to be 
| full year. the biggest studio rental deal in 
3. Year contract with CBS for| Coast video history. “Lucy” will 
two television shows weekly. It is | Tl! at General Service Studios un- 
oral and for 2 $30,000 fee. ~ oom. deal signed by CBS 
4. Oral agreement with Arthur tg 
| Gedfrey and his video show, can- — ae pe ates west to 
|cellable in 13-week segments, for a site for the series of 53 
‘about $20,000 a year , | half-hour vidfilms and had eyed 
| : . | theatres as well as studios before 
| 5. Various experimental and setting the deal. General Service 
one-shot shows bringing a total of | topper James Nasser predicted the 


| $1,000. deal will set a pattern for future 
| The teleprompter is an Oe. KS. rs 


|eal device which visually prompt 
| video performers by displaying the 
enlarged lines of the script in let- | 








pushed about the set. 


At the time 
of hearings in 


mid-April there 


were only 13 units in existence. 
but an additional 
order. 


100 were on 





| Ad men who've taken a good 
look at the Philly radio market 
know one thing ‘for sure—it’s 
not just the power, it’s the 
selling power that counts. 


That's why more and more 
of them are turning to WFIL, 
Philly ABC net voice, whose 5,000 
watts actually outpull 50,000 
watts in 11 out of 14 counties 
in America’s third largest Retail 
Trading Area. 


And it’s the whole Philly area 








Nielsen 
Continued from page 32 


ber of radio homes reached by an 
}evening radio show at 5.908,000, 
| while a nighttime TV program hits 
| 3,310,000. 

| “Abandonment of radio, in favor 
of TV. is a most hazardous venture 
) at this time,” Nielsen claims. “If 
your product is widely used, you 
|ean’t afford to neglect the vast 





Still available for more emceeing and 
Commercial TV announcing. 


Call JOHN GIBBS—PLaza 7-5959 
*Consistent ... THAT’S Olsen 
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small-town and rural markets.” 

Surveyer’s argument is that the 
;most effective method is to blend 
ithe two media. 


—not thecity alone—that is most 
significant to the sales- wise. 
Here are 4,400,000 men, women, — 
and minors. Every year theysoak | 
up $4 billion worth of retail ° 
goods. Their effective buying in- 

come is valued at $6,638,759,000. _ 


A plum ripe for the picking, 
plus a big bonus area... and the 
ladder to the top of the tree has 
**660"’ written all over it. It’s an 
engineering fact that WFIL’s 
5,000 watts, operating at 560 
kilocycles, give coverage equal 
to 100.000 watts at double the 
frequency . . . 1120 kilocycles. | 
Schedule WFIL. 


aah sot 





WMPS’ U. of Tenn. Deal 


Memphis, Sept. 4. 

WMPS, Memphis’ ABC affiliate, 
will carry for the second consecu- 
tive season the fuli schedule of the 
Univ. of Tennessee football games 
for 1951. U. of Tenn. walked off 
with the Cooten Bowl title last 
year. 

Nine games will be aired by 
WMPS with Westinghouse and 
Rayco picking up the tab. 











twin-selling concept that had paid | ‘ ' 
off for the WNBC-T stations with |junction with the Cerebral Palsy 





Under consideration by CBS as | 
| a regular announcer on the weekly | 


chie Moore, over the ngtwork to- | 


BBC also is having MacPherson | 
Turpin-Robinson | 
tween $25,000 and $30,000, with | Scrap this month. He formerly was | 


First A.C. Video Show 
To Be Beamed to Philly 
Without Coaxial Cable 


Atlantic City, Sept. 4. 

Without the coaxial cable, a tele- 
vision show will be beamed from 
the Steel Pier here to receivers in 
the Philadelphia district Saturday 
(8). It will start at 10:30 p.m. and 
continue until 1:30 a. m. on Sun- 
day, during which time the thou- 
sands of Boardwalk strollers, plus 
night club entertainment, and pos- 
sibly the new Miss America, will 
be subjects. 


The show is sponsored by the 
United Fund Campaign in con- » 


Drive in Philadelphia, and marks 
the first time a direct broadcast has 
originated here. 


The telecast will be jumped 


i from its point of origin to a tower 


‘Willson Music Room’ | 


atop the 14-story Ambassador hotel, 
and from there to firetowers at 
Batsto and Medford, some 20 
miles apart, and from there to the 
transmitter at Roxborough, Pa. 
From that point it will be tele- 
vised over WFIL-TV, Philadelphia, 
channel 6, as a part of a television 
marathon to be conducted in Phil- 
adelphia for the cerebral palsy 


| campaign. 





Salt Lake City—Arthur Gaeth, 
former Mutual news commentator 
who represented all nets at the 
Nuremburg trials, has given up his 
Intermountain Network news show 
and left for Honolulu, where he 
will head the news and special 
events department at KULA. 














Eileen BARTON 
STARTING SEPT. 11th 


THE BILL GOODWIN 
SHOW 


N&C-TYV 





Direction: M. C. A. 














KE-X 


In Idaho's Fabulous Magic Valley 
Ask HOLLINGBERY 
ABC at Twin Falls, Idaho 


wis we teed reer 'se They Know What's Watt 
Down in WFIL-adelphia 
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To Those 


Hoe The Row — 


MY BRAINS — 
HERB SANFORD 


MY CAST — 
DURWARD KIRBY 
KEN CARSON | 
DENISE LOR 
ILENE WOODS 


HOWARD SMITH 
and His 
Barefoot Philharmonic 


MY WRITERS — 
BILL DEMLING 
JACK ELINSON 
ROLAND SCOTT 
VIN BOGERT 
RALPH GOODMAN 








— MY HEARTFELT THANKS ! 


aa, sc- | 


Who Helped To 


— Producer 


CLARENCE SCHIMMELL 
— Director 









HATTIE COLBERT 
— Secretary 


AND to CBS — 
. for a great deal of faith 


To my TV CREW — 


for a great deal of patience 


To my SPONSORS — 


for a great deal 








GARRY MOORE 
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CBS Heads For 20 Hours’ Weekly Tint 
Sked; Sponsors Seen Ready to Pact 


Claiming to be near the inking 
stage with several prospective 


sponsors for its color TV program- | 


ming, CBS is proceeding rapidly 
towards its 2@ hours per week 
schedule, which is 
reaching by mid-October. 

Web revealed this week that it’s 
pitching to agencies to “forget 
about the number of sets around” 
and to think of the merchandising 
and promotion angles to be de- 
rived from plumping for color 
sponsorship. As a reslult, it’s 
probable that the first bankrollers 
of tint programs will be digging 
the money out of their promotion 
funds rather than from their ad- 
vertising budgets. 

According to Henry White, CBS 
color coordinator, and Bill Hylan, 
color sales chief, most of the orders 
in the house now are contingent 
on the placement of receivers in 
“certain areas’’—which are prob- 
ably department stores, since that 
is where the programs will be seen 
by most viewers. While it’s ex- 
pected that some 60,000 color re- 
ceivers may be on the market by 
dan. 1, even that number won't 
provide the necessary circulation 
for any hefty outlay of ad coin. 
But CBS is telling the agencies 


that the possibilities are almost | 


limitless for dealer promotions and 
merchandising angles in color 
stores, directly related to color. 


Publicity Payoff 


Part of the CBS thinking, for 
example, is based on the fact that 
bankrollers would be interested in 
showing their wares in their natu- 
ral tints before viewers in a de- 
partment store, if they knew that 
the same viewers could take an ele- 
vator inside the same store and buy 
the article displayed. Also figur- 
ing in their pitch is the publicity 


payoff, both consumer-wise and 
trade-wise, expected from color | 
sponsorship. For example, it’s 


considered almost a certainty that 
the first fabric house, dress outfit, 
etc., that springs for color bank- 


A meen « 








krooved for} 


- rolling will receive plenty of pub- 
|licity in its trade organs. 
Tentative 





program schedule, 
which now has Mike and Buff Wal- | 


lace’s “Two Sleepy People” airing | 


from 10:30 to 11 a. m. cross-the- 


ring in a variety show, to be aired 
cross-the-board from 5:30 to 5 p. m. 
starting Sept. 17. White is also 
lining up a children’s show, to be 
aired from 5 to 5:15 cross-the- 
board, and a feature to be aired on 
a strip basis from 5:15 to 6:15. Also 
in the works is a half-hour kid 


Madigan to Head New TY 
News, Events Dept. at ABC 


ABC is due to set up a separate 
video news and special events de- 
partment, headed by John Madi- 
gan. Unit would get into opera- 
tion in about a month or two. 

Web has also bought the new 
United PressMovietone News 
(20th Fox) service, which will start 
Oct. 1 on three of its owned and 


| New York, De- 
board, will have Mel Torme star- | Seta*ed outlets in | sw 
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SET KHJ-TY BOW 


Hollywood, Sept. 4: 
One minute after KFI-TV signs 
eff for the last time at 10 a.m. 
Thursday (6), KHJ-TV, owned by 





the Don Lee Broadcasting System, 
will take full possession of channel 
9. Purchase price of $2,500,000 and 
new call letters were approved by 
FCC. 


Willet Brown, prez of Don Lee | name band-variety layout. 


ON KFI-TV FADEOUT 





NBC Pacts Albany Deejay 
To Be Emcee of Network 


Name Band-Vaude Layout 


In line with the major networks’ 
projection of disk jockeys into web 
personalities, NBC has pacted with 
Bob Snyder, deejay broadcasting 
locally in the Albany, N. Y., area, 
for a half-hour ride on the full net- 
work Sunday nights as emcee of @ 
Show, 


troit and L. A., ABC-TV stations|and KHJ-TV, voted against a big | which starts Sept. 16 in the 11:30 


veepee Slocum Chapin announced.| inaugural show on the takeover) 


WJZ-TV, N. Y., will launch a! date, preferring to put the money 
7-7:15 p.m. daily “TV newspaper”| into daily programming and meet 


on Oct. 1 and will also be incor- 
porated into in 10-minute newscast 


|at 11 p.m. and a mid-cay newscast 


|\skedded on WXYZ-TV, 


show Saturday mornings, a feature | 


film following the football games 
Saturday afternoons, and a remote 
show from a zoo or museum around 
N. Y. on Sundays. White also said 
he is reserving the 2 to 3 p. m 
Sufiday slot for what he averred 
would be “the most exciting show 
in TV,” but he declined to elabo- 
rate on that. 

Web is paying talent the basic 


Television Authority scale for its | 


color programming, despite the 
lack of set circulation. White said 
the web’s experience so far has 
shown that color shows can be pro- 
duced less expensively than simi- 
| lar black-and-white programs, if 
|only because the added impact of 
color reduces the need for .expen- 
sive sets and props. All color pro- 
grams, incidentally, are to origi- 
nate henceforth from CBS’ Studio 
42, in the Grand Central building, 
N. Y. 

| 


| Bigelow Moves Base 





Hollywood, Sept. 4. 
“Bigelow Theatre” moves its 
production base from Jerry Fair- 
| banks to the Vogelin Corp. at Gen- 
| eral Service studio for the start of 


ithe new fall series. It was the 


| Vogelin outfit that produced “The | 


Pharmacist’s Mate” 
| Prize Playhouse last season. 

On the takeoff Irving Pichel will 
|direct “The Big Het” (sun), with 
Frank Woodruff as supervisor for 
‘Young & Rubicam, Robert Hus- 
| sey casts the series for the agency. 











— For the Best in Dancing — 


Choreography. by 


VIRGIN 





for Pulitzer 


| Man” 


at 1 p.m. Similar shows will be 
Detroit, 
and KECA-TV, L. A. 





With Orson Welles’ ‘Lime’; 
Towers Preps ‘Ballerina’ 


“Lives of Harry Lime,” Orson 
Welles-starrer based on his 
characterization, has been 
bought by the British Broadcasting 
Corp., first time the BBC has pur- 
chased a commercially-produced 
show. Harry Alan Towers, whose 
Towers of London firm produced 
the transcriber, visited N. Y. last 


| Radio Attractions, which is releas- 





ing the series in the U.S. 


the challenge of the six other sta- 
tions for quality entertainment. On 
its first day and rest of the week, 
KHJ-TV will take the pooled tele- 
cast of the Japanese peace treaty 


| signing in Frisco. 


BBC Buys Ist Com’l Show | 


| 


| week to confer with execs of MGM a 


When KHJ-TV assumes owner- 
ship, Haan Tyler, manager of KF 
TV, moves over to KFI as general 
sales manager, it was learned. 

Tyler takes the spot held by 
Kevin Sweeney, who is resigning. 
Earle C. Anthony, prexy and gen- 





' 


} 


| be 


eral manager of KFI, plans to give | 


all those video employes not hired | 
“Third | DY the new owners two weeks sev- 


erance pay. 


UTP Names Beckwith 





In Expansion Move 


United Television Programs, in 
major expansion move, has 
named Aaron Beckwith, former 


Margot Fonteyn, leading Sadler’s| commercial manager of WAGE, 


Wells ballerina, is starring 


new airer which Towers is produc-}of general sales manager. 


ing. Titled “Ballerina,” it features 
the dancer talking about the ballet 


| 
| 


in a | Syracuse, to the newly-created post 


He'll 
coordinate all sales, both locally 


and introing disks of choreographic | and on a national basis, and also 


music, 
series which Sir Thomas Beecham 
did for Towers, beamed in the U.S. 
on WQXR, N.Y., and other long- 
hair outlets. Like the Beecham 
show, it will be released through 
the Towers of America subsid. 


in Australia and soon will be re- 


| leased in New Zealand, South Afri- 





| 
| 


| 
| 


| 





ca and Canada. It’s already being 
broadcast, in translated form, in 
Germany, France, Sweden and 
Denmark, with other language edi- 
tions being planned. 

Welles, besides acting in “Lime,” 
has also written some of the 
scripts. Others have been penned 
by Peter Lyon, Robert Cenedella, 
Sigmund Miller, Irving Ashkenazi, 
Bud Lesser and Virginia Cooke. 
Zither-player Anton Karas is in- 
cluded in the musical background- 
ing. 
In addition to “Lite,” Towers 
has the “Gracie Fields Show.” re- 
leased in the U.S. via MGM Radio 
Attractions, and “Allan Jones 
Show,” released here by Lang- 
Worth. He also handles foreign dis- 
tribution of MGMRA and Frederic 


|W. Ziv shows. Ziv’s “Bold Ven- 


ture,” Humphrey Bogart-Lauren 
Bacall transcriber, has just been 


| 


The “Lime” stanza, Towers re- | Quarters in N. Y. 


ially | 
pected, Tip started commerciaiy |te handle distribution on all prod- 


It will be similar to the | expand his sales force with the ad- 


dition of several new staffers to 


work on the road. 


Besides boosting its sales organ- 
ization, UTP has also moved into 
new and larger homeoffice head- 
Expansion is 
made necessary by the recent deal 


uct turned out by the Kling stu- 
dios, as well as that of Bing Crosby 
Enterprises, which it has syndi- 
cated for some time. 

Beckwith at the start will add 
two men to UTP’s current roster of 
seven. He plans to take a trip on 
the road himself in the near fu- 
ture to survey exactly what stations 
and advertisers want in the way of 
films for TV. 


KPIX, Frisco Indie TV’er 
Boosts Rate Card 1/3 


San Francisco, Sept. 4. 
Latest rate card issued by KPIX, 
indie television outlet here, boosts 
the Class A hourly rate up to $600 
from $450. Class B rates are up 
from $340 to $450, and Class C 
from $225 to $300. 
New rate card, which gives ad- 
vertisers the usual six-month pro- 
dis- 








| 





p. m. to midnight period, will be 
picked up from the Crooked Lake 
Hotel, near Albany. 

Snyder, who also prom@tes pack- 
age shows for hotel and nitery 
rooms in upstate N. Y., is handling 
the talent for the program in cons 
junction with General Artists Corp, 
Bands are to be booked into the 


j.|Crooked Lake spot for the single 


Sunday night each week, and will 
paid a guarantee against per 
centage for playing an entire eve- 
ning’s dance date. Snyder will 
then cut in for the NBC spread for 
the half-hour airtime 

Woody Herman has been set for 
the preem, with Shep Fields slated 
to fellow. Different name vocalist 
is to be spotted with the various 
bands each week. Show, which will 
originate via the facilities of WGY, 
Schenectady, will start as a sus 
tainer. 


WCFL Again the Winnah 
On Chi Cards Grid Com 


Chicago, Sept. 4. 
In a last-minute switch, WCFL 
has again come up with the Chi- 
cago Cardinals pro football broad- 
easts. Sinclair Oil, which owns 





ithe rights to the Card schedule, 


had planned to move the games to 
WJID, since latter station is 
a daytime-only operation, involv- 


|ing a farm-out of the night games 
|and West Coast contests, the oil 


company decided to switch toe 


| WCPL. 





| 
' 
' 


Sinclair’s tab will be shared by 
the Goebel Brewing Co.. ~hich will 
bankroll the exhibiticr . es. 

Joe Boland will do te play-by- 
play during the exhibiticn sched- 
ule and color on the regular games, 
with Bob Elsen handling the play 
calling. 

WCFL, which has carried the 
Cards’ airings for the past three 


years, is expected to make a strong’ 


bid for the rights next season. 
i) 
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Courtesy of M-G-M 
Now appearing with 
DONALD O'CONNOR 


























sold for Australia. Additionally.| tection, provides frequency | > 
Towers buys outright the Seah counts for the first time, ranging | oe eee 
rights to some of the programs of |UP to 20% for a maximum _ Management, WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
; smaller transcription firms. | quency of 250 or more times. 
| Besides selling to the sterling 
| block market, Towers sells pro- + 
| grams to Radio Luxembourg, pow- WIBK delivers the Gaods 


| sponsored shows to Britishers. Hs 
ws! YOUR GOODS... 
WIT SALES 










shows comprise about three-quar- 
ters of the non-disk jockey offer- 
ings on Radio Lux. 


CBS PREPS ‘QUESTION’ 
SERIES ON JAP TREATY 


CBS will launch a new public 
affairs show, “Big Question,” Sept. 
9, by filming a half-hour panel dis- 
cussion among delegates to the 
. | Japanese peace treaty conference 
,in San Francisco the day before, 
and flying the film back to N. Y. 
for transmission. “Question” is to 
| be aired Sundays from 6 to 6:30 


Starting Third Season 


KEN MURRAY SHOW 


Choreography and All Musical Staging 
CBS Network Saturday Nights, 8-9 P.M. 











@ ARTHUR MURRAY SHOW 

® ALICE IN WONDERLAND 

® LOUISVILLE OPERETTA COMPANY—2 SEASONS 
@ BIRMINGHAM STARLIGHT OPERA 

@ ST. LOUIS MUNICIPAL OPERA 

| © MEMPHIS OPEN AIR THEATER 

@ MEXICAN HAYRIDE (SPECIAL CHOREOGRAPHY) 


Results from WJBK-TV show, “Ladies 
Day” —30-piece sets of stainless steel cut- 
lery retailing for $6.95 apiece, sold 41 
sets from the first commercial, 45 from 
the second. Results were so tremendous 
the first week that the store ran out ef 
{ stock. Commercials had te be stopped 
until their supply can be replenished. Net 
result: three-spot a week contract for « 
yeor. ’ 


p. m. 

With Charles Collingwood as 
moderator and emcee, the series is 
to range in format from individual 
interviews to panel discussions on 
the “big question” each week in 
current events. It’s being pro- 
duced by the CBS news and public 
affairs division. 

















Cedar City, Utah—KSUB, local 
Mutual and Intermountain Net- 
work outlet, has started recording 
messages by wives and children to 
be sent to soldiers in Rorea. Vet- 
erans of Forcign Wars has been 
spensoring the program of getting 
relatives to town to wax their talks. 
First cutting session had about 20 
the mikes. 


Menage ment: 


WJBK-TV—e CBS 
KENNETH LATER AGENCY —y 


WIJBK-;.-DETROIT 7 


THE STAVION WITH A MILLION FRIENDS 
National Seles Headquarters: 488 Madison Avenve, New York 22 
Eiderade $-2455 
Represented Natioually by THE KATZ AGENCY, «nc. 
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A NEW HALF-HOUR (OR ONE-HOUR) 
es VARIETY PROGRAM TELEVISED DIRECT FROM 





anes THE-MOST SUCCESSFUL NIGHT CLUB IN THE WORLD! 


trong’ 





eae 





5 i\ 
< 
& 












Exclusive Slee MARTIN A. GOSCH 


PROGRAM NOTES 


A famous comedian will star as permanent Master 
of Ceremonies. 


Outstanding variety talent — something different 
every week. 


An important “name” guest star on each program. 


A carefully selected supporting cast .. . a singing 
and dancing chorus... and... oh, yes!... 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL GIRLS IN AMERICA! 


The producer ... one of the greatest showman in the 
history of musical show business ... Lou Walters. 


LATIN QUARTER FACTS 


The Latin Quarter is more than just a “night club.” 
It represents a decade of fabulously successful busi- 
ness achievement. 


Its own crew of stagehands, electricians, choreogra- 
phers, designers, musicians, publicists comprises a 
well integrated unit which no other projecved TV 


program has ever been able to offer. 


In 10 years more than 4,500,000 people from all 
parts of the country have visited the Latin Quarter 
... and become its friends. 


The Latin Quarter is an exploitation “natural.” 
Within recent weeks The Saturday Evening Post, 
Collier’s, Life, Look, Holiday, etc., have run full-color 
feature articles about this world famous night club. 


The Latin Quarter Revue is a sponsor's franchise that will stand the test 
of Television ... in Black and White today... in Color tomorrow... 
The tops in entertainment always! 





14 East 65th Street 





Pen. 


For costs, budgets and production details phone TRafalgar 9-7060 








PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


New York 17, N. Y. 
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Ralph Flanagan Orch: “The 
Blues From ‘American In Paris’ ”’- 
“Love Is Here to Stay” (Victor). 
Flanagan's arrangement of a theme 


from one of George Gershwin’s | 


major compositions is probably 
the best side this crew has sliced 
for Victor. Handled in a dance 
tempo closely grooved to the 
original piece, this cut has a big 
pop potential, particularly in view 
of the resurgence of Gershwin 
oldies expected with Meiro’s re- 


lease of the “American In Paris” | 
pic. Flanagan's keyboard style, | 


showcased on disks from the first 
time, is simple and tasteful. The 


Gershwin standard on the reverse | 


is handled conventionally, Harry 
Prime vocalling competently. 
Cass Daley-Hoagy Carmichael: 
“Woman Is a Five-Letter Word’- 
“I'm Waiting Just For You” (Dec- 
ca’. This duo’s applejack warbling 


has had mogg kick than is evident | 


on “Womafr, a clever tune in a 
Calypso vein. Side sounds tired 
and offers no competition to the 


original hoked-up version by the | 


Harry Ranch orch for M-G-M. 

Flip is delivered with a stronger 

Ozark bite and rates juke spins. 
Doris Drew: “Where'’s-A Your 


House”’-“I Wish I Wuz” (Mercury). | 


“Where'’s-A Your House” shows 
enterprise in following up on the 


current “Come On-A My House” | 


click, but little else. It's an imita- 
tive item with no single twist of 
iis own to set it apart from the 
original. The deadpan treatment 
by Miss Drew doesn’t help to hide 
the carbon fuzzes. Reverse is a 
promising folk-styled number 
which Miss Drew handles with 
suitable brightnesg. 

Margaret Whiting: “And So To 
Sleep Again’-“Beer Barrel Polka” 
(Capitol). “Sleep” is a melodic 
ballad with good chances and 
could be the material Miss Whit- 
ing has needed to break through 
for a new hit. She sells it with a 
warm straightforward rendition. 
Reverse is a rousing remake of 
the standard. . 

Eddie Fisher: “Turn Back the 
Hands of Time”-“I Can’t Go On 
Without You” (Victor). “Hands of 
Time” is in the “My Heart Cries 
for You” format, and Fisher pro- 
jects strongly with an assist from 
the Hugo Winterhalter orch and 
chorus. The waltz tempo, folk 
flavor and familiar refrain have 
proved to be click ingredients in 
the current market, and could re- 
peat here. Bottom deck is a big 
torch number, aiso on the familiar 
side, Fisher delivering with com- 
mercial full-piped sentimentality. 

Ted Mack: “Just a Real Old 
Fashioned Sunday” - “We're In 
Love, We're In Love, We're In 
Love” (Premier). Ted Mack, of 
the NBC “Family Hour” show, and 
co-author of “Sunday,” works out 
on a folksy narration midway on 
this slice that will probably help 
this side’s chances among the 
Mack fans. Musically, tune is okay, 
with Ray Charles chorus handling 
the lyrics in a pleasing arrange- 


ment. On the reverse, Jap Bart | of Morristown, N. J., both of whom | 
delivers a high tenor rendition of a| 


slightly arty waltz ballad. 

Giselle MacKenzie: “J'Atten- 
drai”’-“My Greatest Love” ‘Capi- 
tol). Giselle MacKenzie, Canadian 
songstress currently featured on 
the “Club 15” airer will be a 
strong factor on disks with the 
right material. “J’Attendrai” is 
a good ballad, but it takes a tune 
the stature of “La Vie En Rose” 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 








| make this taffy-pull come alive. 
| Waltz on the reverse is an improve- 
|ment with Camarata furnishing a 
| lush string background to Cherry's 
| strong delivery of the lyric. 
Elliot Lawrence Orch: “Quick’- 
| “Sixty Minuie Man” (King). Law- 
rence’s hep crew registers brightly 
lon this coupling of rhythm tunes. 
| “Quick,” with Resalind Patton 


| handling the vocal, rides smartly | 


and rates as a solid juke item. 
| Reverse is an off-color tume slanted 
for the blues and rhythm market, 
Melvin Moore vocalling. 


Platter Pointers 


year’s “Design For Dancing” album 


series with four new sets featuring | 


Freddy Martin’s orch on Jerome 
Kern tunes, Raiph Flanagan on 
Redgers & Hammerstein numbers, 
Vaughn Monroe on Cole Porter 
standards and Wayne King on 
| Franz Lehar waltzes. Albums are 
grooved along the same commercial 
lines as the first sets by these orchs. 
| Bernie Mann's orch has a fair side 
in “Down Where The Rainbow 
Ends,” Tommy Hughes and Sandu 
|Seott vocalling (King)... Cal 
| Tjader Trio deliver some intricate 
instrumental on “Ivy” and “Give 
| Me The Simple Life” (Galaxy) . 
Fran Warren delivers okay on 
“Tryin’ Too Hard” for Victor . 


orch has a couple of more serious 
sides in “Intermezzo” and “Moon- 
light Sonata” ... Eileen Wilson 
has a neat side in “Cold, Cold 
Heart” (Decca)... Les Baxter 
orch and chorus give a high com- 
mercial gloss to the ballad, “You'll 
Know” (Capitol) . . . Mills Bros. 
fail to impress on “I Ran All The 
Way Home” (Decca) . .. Bob Eberly 
has an okay slice of “A Kiss To 
Build A Dream On” for Capitol. 
Standout western, folk, blues, 
‘rhythm, religious, polka, etec.: 
Terry Timmons, “Eating My Heart 
Out For You” (Victor)... Wynonie 
Harris, “Man, Have I Got Troubles” 
(King) . . . Boots Faye & Idaho 
Call, “You Tried To Ruin My 
Name” (Capitol) . Johnnie & 
Jack, “Humming Bird” (Victor) .. . 
Oakie Jones, “You're Just Imagina- 


tion” (Columbia). . . Curley Kin- | 


sey, “I Don't Want You Now” 
(Mercury) . . . Homer & Jethro, 
“Sound Off No. 2” (Victor). 


‘BUDDY SAVITT HELD AS 





"WITNESS IN DOPE CASE 


Philadelphia, Sept. 4. 

| Burton Schwartz, saxophone 
,player known professionally as 
| Buddy Savitt, was held in bail, in 
against two men, who allegedly 
so'd him heroin capsules. 

| Savitt, who was playing at an 
| Atlantic City night club, had been 
| under surveillance by the narcotics 
squad, and ow his information po- 
lice picked up Henry Pinkston, of 
Atlantic City, and Joseph Newbold. 


were held in bail for the action of 
| the Grand Jury. 


| 


‘Radio Luxembourg’s 
| Lone Yank Disk Jock 


Luxembourg, Aug. 27. 
Wally Peterson, who's been bhan- 





RCA Victor has followed up last | 


On the same label, Henri Rene 


| Atlantic City, as a material witness | 


' Best British Sheet Sellers | 


(Week ending Aug. 25) 
d London, Aug. 7. 


‘RH’ Logging Syste 


Toe Meuse. c-<i- dy... un Week of August 24-30 
My Hrugetray ale Desh | pichard Hinder tog of browdcst performances, compiled on bas 
| Ivory Rag....... Macmelodies | % Varying point ratings for plugs on commercial and sustaining 


grams logged in each oj the 3 major territories, New York, Chicago and 


With These Hands . Kassner Los Angeles 


Too Late Now....World Wide 





“ 6 Ree Connelly First Group 
| § Apologize ........ Victoria Songs Publishers 
| Be LOVe....6+- FD & H. | Because of Rain ......... OOF BEEN s 4s oils és oMewccnocted Maypole 
| Unless... weeres bx | Because of You-—it“I Was Am American Spy”............... .. BMI 
Lovgpest a Ae P.D.&H. Bonne Nuit—*“Here Comes the Groom”................... Famous 
ao = Smoky. .Leeds | Come On-A My House ....... 2.2.0.0 ..0..cccccaecsecceeecs Duchess 
Second 12 Dimples and Cherry Cheeks .. Y ae e Leeds 
Shotgun Boogie... Connelly sg ge US ro Pie son ll amcage eee a 
ow eg —- Hello Young Lovers—*“The King and 1” Williamson 
Tulips and Heather.... Fields | #ow D’ya Like Your Eggs In Morning—‘“Rich. Young, Pretty. . Feist 
* Sweet Violets ........ Morris | iow High the Moon........... cuter eeee cee nese eees Chappell 
Our Very Own....... Wood | How Many Times ................ ee re ae Paxton 
God Bless You.......Carolin ~ |! Get Ideas ........eseeeeeccceseeceeuee ore eT ye .. H&R 
Beggar In Love...Cinephonic | I'm In Love Again............ ay eae he Canad Crawford 
Petite Waltz .... Leeds I'm Late—?f“Alice In Wonderland”. ....- Disney 


You Are My Destiny Swan In Cool Cool Cool of Evening—t“Here Comes the Groom” Paramount 








Smoky Mountain ....Connelly [It Never Entered My Mind ....... Chappell 
September Song . Sterling SCRCRe  . c dvatiede .- cadres ches PE e Pee rere er .. BMI 
Loveliest Night of the Year—?“The Great Caruso” .......... Robbins 

} a BOW We I oOo none cds cvcanccveesaeecees Berlin 

Mister and Mississippi gs. OE ae Te ERT eT Se eT eee Shapiro 

Pre-Reiease Test | Morning Side of the Mountain........ ae ‘Remick 


My Truly Truly Fair Ps <p MERU UEDAnc ceceedscedecesnce ere Santly 
| Out of Breath ; 


; . ‘ ; £4 05-s 0 i 6 II Ss 0.0466 ssuew aa Bandbemes Valando 
| eee SaEadE So o sa win» Vie eendic de Advanced 
S ing | There’s No Boat Like a Rowboat....................cecceee. Bourne 


a Things I Offer You ............. — .. Valando 
oo Young ..... e See ~....2.. Jefferso 
| md > We Kiss In a Shadow—*"The King and |".... Williamson 
: y IC or Wonder Why—t“Rich, Young & Pretty”...... Robbins 
You'll Know—?t“His Kind of Woman” Chappell 

With the initial phase having ays 

, . ™ n 

ended in RCA Victor's attempt to Belle, Belle, My Liberty TD © Group Oxford 
get a scientific pre-release appraisal Be My Love—*“Toast of New Orleans” | ................ Miller 
of its disks, the diskery execs are | Dark Is the Night—i“Rich, Young & Prettv” ~~ 
currently studying the results sub-| pn you Really Love Me 6 eist 
mitted by the Schwerin research End of « Love Affai Ps 6 POOF ans HERR eee eecccersonensen -BVC 
outfit. Schwerin, which also pre- | yr you Tura Me — ef a ge re ' Duchess 
tests shows for NBC, had been |ionecome and Sorry...) f= gael ggg sre weremns cengnes Jefferson 
working on the unique experiment | fonging For Y SEF is Bees coee. te eeeee -seeee. Mills 
at its N. Y. theatre for the past |." paueverera teen eee e eee seen eens Laos 
eight weeks. “ ‘ . a SSS pA 88 09.5609 nase 46 e eR e R NEO gE ; 
Victor execs voiced confidence | a hg ame diadhaietecche Pree e eee ee eee eee ee ener eeeees Roger 
that the experiment would prove | ,,: ™s —— slip aaka hehatialiate Pens See R ws tere Wings 


> . N , . igs » © 
fruitful, although they said that ~4 ee ——t. Lew ie A: a Morri 
M: sist: s L caewae er : orris 


several more weeks would be need- | « aoe. ee Bees eee 

S 5 - 
ed for the tested disks to get a we B pay (jaigede <a ne ee Berlin 
public reaction. They also admitted Wang Wane Wines 3s ees 
that several inaccuracies had de- - te - © — a sseseeseses. Miller 


: “a We Never Talk Much—**“Rich, Young & Pretty” ins 
veloped early in the testing which While You Danced Danced Danced — es 


were later corrected. It’s likely 0%, oF ape? *Se Spitzer 
5 pecan ~ +; With These Hands 00 

that Victor will continue to work Worid Is Waiting For the Sunrise mae See -- 

along with the Schwerin research- 1 Crawford 


RH Tele-Los 


ers until a conclusive result, one 
way or another, is found. 

Purpose of the test was tg give 
| Victor an idea which of its releases ' 
, had the ee. If there 
jis any correlation tween the 9 
|clinical and public reaction, Vic- (Week of Anges 23-40) 

‘tor would be able to plan promo- (Numerically Listed 
tion accordingly, with possibility | Pts. 








that some disks would be held back | |. Mister & Mississippi ........ wiGe-4kinS: waging 100 
\from the market completely. 2. Too Young (SRE - Se ... Jefferson 70 
Schwerin has been conducting the 3. Loveliest Nite of Year .......... Robbins 60 
tests with a cross-sectional sam- er eee: - 
pling ef ptople who have 1 in| * 5 anghai TTT Teter Te Advanced 60 
vited to make comments on the, > I! Get Ideas ............... cece cece eee eeee Hill & Range 55 
_ Victor sides several weeks before 6. Because of Ypu ..............0c0cccceeece BMI 50 
| release. 7. Came Came Badia Balle ...cccccccccccccctes Sanson 50 
GE CE FN aa noc ce ov ccdenecccack Paramount 5 
; |; 9. Because of Rain May 
Three tere ree iee ypoie 4 
Shribman-Hallett Ss  s § > f See a Duchess 40 
° -ll. Everything Is Yours wert Perr rere et Miller 
Terpery Partnership 12. Maybe Because 1 Love You................. Berlin 40 
ite) Std<sshoawts ... Berlin 40 


A Lo ti e Biz \ 13. You're — Tr 
Charlie Shribman and _ band- 


sites marine cc EDbins Inks Actress | MINDY CARSON RENEWS 
sm ths summer comer <r Ty Widen PAM. Activity WITH RCA LONG- TERMER 


Charleshurst terpery at Salem Wil- | 
lows, Mass., into a giant soda foun- | ; Hollywood, Sept. 4. Mindy Carson has been renewed 
tain and have been weathering the | Milton Ebbins, who has hereto- by RCA Victor to a long-term re- 


ivi fore concentrated «on musical tal- | cordin 
| Seas , & pact via a deal negotiated 
| Season okay that way. This is the | on: entered the acting division by by the songstress’ teeananliiee- 











platter show on Radio Luxembourg, 
quite good enough. Reverse, an/| heads for London next month to 
adaptation of a classical music | start rehearsals for “South Pacific” 
theme, could be a hit-list con- in which he'll have the role of the 
tender if the jockeys give this professor. Believed to be the only 


guage barrier. This one isn't 





class side @ proper break. | American disk jockey in Europe | 


Andrews Sisters: “Love Is Such | , 4 
A Cheat"-“Lying In The hb eth mee as 
(Deeca!. Two good sides etched by troops). he c: . ote te od 4k 1947 
the Andrews Sisters in England Sethe the eeiaion) “Otten > 
during their current tour. “Cheat” “’ od a om 3 la oma’ Cast. 
is jet-propeiled material which the ,, Peterson s program | Is labeled 
trio belts across with lots of steam. “Time on My Hands.” He'll con- 
Number could take off on the basis tinue the show on tape from Lon- 
of this side. For a change-of-pace, | don after he assumes the “SP” 
the oldie on the reverse gets a stint. Through his use of the old 
softly rhythmic rendition. | Vincent Youmans number as a 

Ray Noble Orch: “Loretta’-“1 |, theme the tune may be revived— 
Want To Be Near You” (Victor? | at least in this part of Europe. 
Ray Noble's crew, recently rejoined | Decca reportedly is interested in 


associated, among the several |ager for Barbara Ruick, 18-year-old 
others which Shribman operates | daughter of radio actress Lurene 
partnered in a bowling alley in | 
Taunton, Mass., while Shribman |tention of Metro veepee Marvin 
solo operates thé Roseland-State | Schenck after she debuted on the 





ton: Roseland in Taunton: and the | William Morris will act as her 
(Sun Valley Ballroom in Worcester. | 48ent. 


| For the summer these operate |_Ebbins’ musical stable includes | 


weekends, chiefly, which is when i} Eckstine, Hugo Winterhalter 
Hallett tours the circuit with his | 4%d Count Basie. 


band. Midweek he supervises his! 
WCTN Goes 45 





business interests. 
Another brother, Joe Shribman 


to break through the Gallic lan-| dling an feurly cross-the-board | first ballroom in which both were | signing a contract as personal man- | band, Eddie Joy. 


Added feature of the new deal 
calls for Victor to absorb costs of 


individually, The pair are alse towed Ebbins engineered Miss | future disking sessions. Usual run 
iick’s new seven-year pact at of pacts, except for a handful of 
Metro by bringing her to the at-'top names, provides that costs of 


record sessions come out of artists’ 


| royalties. 
and Symphony Ballrooms in Bos- |New York “College Bow!” vidshow. | 


—Clooney’s New Col Disk 





Ties Into Cereal Push 


Rosemary Clooney’s new disk for 


|, Columbia Records, “Dandy, Han- 


dy and Candy,” will be pushed 
via tie-in with a $2,000,000 promo- 


| tion for a new cereal food, Sugar 


is talent manager for Rosemary; RCA Victor has gained accept- | Crisp Cereal. 


| Clooney, among others, a music | ance for its 45 rpm system at an- 


|publisher (Roger Music), along| other radio station, this one in) 


_ E. B. Marks Music, which is pub- 
lishing the tune, written by Alan 


with the Vietor label, do a cute | cutting the oldie when the platter with other New York operations. 
y+ be, Bannon a... : — | pilot arrives in Britain. | Latter Shribman heads for Holly- 

ssages s a - ; ; - x 
strumental arrangement. Tune is |filmtesting bids on Miss Clooney's 


conventional lines,” On ‘the aig | Til, Orioles Leader, Set 
As Soloist by Jubilee’ PEER’S GLOBAL TRIP 


— es wt ~ ty cut of an | 
adapie renc olk song, with - i 
vocal by a choral group. g | Sonny Til, lead voice of the Ralph Peer, Peer International , 
Don Cherry-Camaraia: “I Wiii Cricles. vocal quintet, has been Music prexy, returrs te N. Y. from | 
Never Change”-“The Sweetheart Signed as a vocal soloist by Jubilee Hollywood Sept. 10 and then takes 
Waltz” (Decca). “Change” is just Records. off for a six month trip around the 
a string of cliches beaded into a 
big ballad form. Don Cherry can't, Orioles to a new five-year pact. | fices. 











Minneapolis, where WTCN will and Marilyn Scott, linked up with 
convert its equipment to the new | the ad agency, Benton & Bowles, for 
speed Sept. 10, Victor has been | an extensive disk jockey drive and 
pushing its 45's into the broadcast | a premium deal through which the 
system to hypo disk jockey plugs | food company wil! offer both the 
for the Victor system. Move will | record and sheet musie of the song 
be accomped by ballyhoo in con-| to cereal buyers. This guarantees 
junction with the Victor distrib in a minimum of 50,000 disk and copy 
that area, | sales. 

The Minneapolis NBC affiliate is| Platter is Miss Ciooney’s first 
the second station to go 45, the first | release since her “Come On-A My 


Jubilee also recently inked the world to check with branch of-| being WFIL, Philadelphia, several | House” side broke through early 
this summer. 


months ¢!0. 
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Folsom Plans Opening RCA Victor TV CONFINED 


On his 





Rome, Spain and Israel around 
Sept. 20, RCA president Frank M. 
Folsom will lay the ground for the 
opening of an RCA Victor Record 
pressing plant in Tel Aviv. He 


looks upon Israel’® economic fu- | 


ture as looming large in Middle 
East business affairs. While the 
Rome visit is for the purpose of 
setting up a larger sphere of eco- 
nomic influence for RCA, out of 
the Italian capital, the Israeli 
pressing plant is figured to be just 
as important. 

G. A. 
time representative in Italy, would 
administer the new expansion pro- 
gram for the electronic company in 
the territory south and east from 
Rome. This would embrace North 
African countries and run into the 
Middle and Near East. RCA'’s cor- 
porate setup in France and further 
north in the British markets is an- 
other territorial enfranchisement, 
but the Italy-Spain-Portugal and 
North African territories are rela- 
tively virgin. 

As RCA expands into the “white 
goods” field ‘washing machines, 
refrigerators, etc.), this would also 
be part of a large expa :sion move, 
in addition to radio, television and 
the like, not to mention communi- 
cations generally. 

The Israel pressing plant that 
Folsom plans for RCA Victor would 
also, on occasion, be utilized for ac- 
tual on-the-scene recording in light 
of the large flux of international 
talent—not overlooking a _ large 
segment of U. S. artists—for Israeli 
bookings. 


Brit. Top-Seller 
List for ‘Young 


“Too Young,” the Sylvia Dee-Sid 
Lippman click ballad, published 
by Jefferson Music in the U. S., is 
climbing into one of England's best 
sheet sellers in recent years. In 
the three weeks since it was pub- 
lished here in early August, num- 
ber has sold 150,000 copies, with 
a record-breaking sale of 75,000 
during the last week. Previous 
top-seller during one week was 
“Now Is the Hour,” which hit 
68,000. 

“Too Young” is being published 
in England by Francis Day & 
Hunter, which picked up the rights 
to the tune for a $3,000 advance. 
Sonny Cox, British pub who re- 
cently settled in the U. S. with his 
company, Rox & Cox, handled the 
deal. 

In the U. S., “Too Young” has 
gone over the 600,000 copy sales 
mark, with likelihood that the Nat 
Cole disk for Capitol will hit $1,- 
000,000. 


MUZAK SELLS MOST OF 
ITS EQUIPT. TO VICTOR 


Discontinuing its studio and cus- 
tom-record operations for outside 
customers, Muzak has sold most of 
its recording equipment to RCA 
Victor. Victor has also picked up 
the lease on Muzak’s 46th St., N. Y., 
studios and has hired some of Mu- 
zak's technical personnel. 

According to James P. Davis, 
RCA Victor Custom Records sales 
division chief, the new equipment 
will enable Victor to fill orders for 
vertical as well as lateral record- 
ings. Victor has been steadily ex- 

nding its custom records activ- 

jes the past couple of years. 

Move does not affect Muzak's 
wired music operation or its radio 
transcription business, the Asso- 

ins its pressing ‘ant Eliza. 
retains its Pp - 
bethtown 











(Joe) Biondo, RCA’s long- | 


| Schoen, Andrews Sis 
Split After 16 Years 


Vie Schoen, musical director for 
the Andrews Sisters for the past 
| 16 years, has severed relations 
| with the vocal trio. The parting 
| was amicable, with Schoen plan- 
|ning to go out on his own in the 
platter and video fields. 

Schoen arrived back in the U. S. 
last week from England, where he 
was accempanying the Andrews 
| Sisters on their overseas tour. The 
| trio is due back later this month. 
| Schoen had been under a straight 


52-week salary with the trio since 
the joined them in 1935, when they 
|clicked with their “Bei Mir Bist 
Du Schein” recording for Decca. 
He had accomped them on all their 
record, radiq and personal appear- 
ance dates. 


Oberstem Heads 
A&R for King 


Eli Oberstein, music industry 
| vet who has recently been press- 
| ing and distributing the low-priced 
Varsity and Royale labels, has 
|joined King Records as manager 
ef artists and repertory. King, 











in the country, blues and rhythm 
| market, will make a bid for the 


pop market under Oberstein's 
aegis. Firm is owned by Sydney 
Nathan. 

Uberstein was a&r chief for 
RCA Victor from 1928 to 1939 and 
again from 1945 to 1948. Since 
exiting Victor, Oberstein has been 
promoting 39c and 49c pop disks 
as well as cut-priced ilong-play 
platters. With his joining King, he 
also plans to continue with his low- 
priced labels. 





By HERM SCHOENFELD 


| Although television will step out 
with added impact this fall due to 
operetion of the co-axial cabie. 
many music execs are minimizing 
| predictions that TV will be the new 
medium for making song hits. TV 
is expected to follow the same 
method of operation that it has 
pursued since it was launched com- 
mercially five years ago, with little 
prospect that the publishing busi- 
ness will profit any more than it 
has in the past. 


Key question revolving around 
_TV is whether it can duplicate the | hit disks. 


power of radio in creating a mar- 


SEE VIDEO AS NO MAKER OF 








‘Promotion, Right’ Promoter Terms 





‘Remington Enters Pop, 


| Low-Price Field; 3 for $1 


| Remington Records, which has 
been a factor in the longhair field 
via its low-price disks, is entering 
the pop field on a similar basis. 
Indie has set coverage of all hit 
‘tunes on disks that will retail at 
ithree for $). Royalty dea] with 
the publishers, via agent Harry 
Fox, will give pubs 1%ec per side. 

Remington is packaging its new 
pop series as frank carbons of the 
Don Gabor, Remington 


| prexy, said that his disks would be | 


ket for new songs via live perform. | as close note-for-note copies of the 


ances. 


plus established hits, 


spots. 

Countering the belief that TV 
will inaugurate a new era for 
younger songsmiths, vet publish- 
ers point out that radio was forced 
to make its own hits. Two decades 
ago the disk industry didn’t have 
the toehold that it has now on the 
musie business, with the result that 
radio had no outside criteria to go 
by in selection of its material. That 
factor, plus the power of such 
names as Kate Smith, Bing Crosby 


Up to now, video has been | original hit versions as possible. 
| virtually confined to the playing of | Enoch Light is acting as musical 
| standards 
| with new entries getting the brush | are made of unbreakable material. }sell bands to the dancing public. 
|or relegated to minor programming | 


|director on the pop disks, which 





Wexler Named 
Col Sales VP. 


In his first major step to re- 
align Columbia Records’ top-eche- 
lon staff since becoming prexy 
early this year, Jim Conkling has 
upped Paul Wexler to vice-prexy 





and Guy Lombardo to make hits 
overnight via their live shows, gave 
radio the self-confidence to plug | 
new tunes with expectation that | 
the public would accept them. 

Currently, however, TV can af. | 
ford to play it safe on music be- | 





which headquarters in Cincinnati, | disk sales. ee _— sell be My 
th are held to surefire material for | 
as one of the top indie companies PV chews, end peogrammens ate | 


cause it has the objective check of 


taking no chances on testing un- | 
itried tunes. This is especially true | 
|of the more expensive shows, where 
|experimentation with new material 
‘involves gambling with heavy coin. 
Additional Factor | 

An additional factor dampening 
TV's possible revolutionization of 
music biz will be the virtual impos- 
sibility of getting saturation cover- 
age of a tune. Due to the nature 
of TV programming, with its fear 
of duplication, spotting of a hit 

(Continued on page 59) 








over sales. Naming of Wexler as 


|veepee gives the 32-year-old exec 


additional authority in handling 
the company’s distrib setup. In re- 
cent months, Wexier has been 
fighting distrib deals with retailers 


iwhich have made  price-cutting 


possible. 

Wexler, who has been with Col 
since 1941 except for a hitch in 
the Army, was named _ general 
sales manager of the company af- 
ter Paul Southard exited as sales 
veepee. 


Al Donahue Sliced 


Henderson, Nev.. Sept. 4. 





Bandleader A) Donahue was hos- 


pitalized here last week for an ap- 
pendix operation. 

His crew is laying off until Dona- 
hue is out ef the Rose De Lima 
Hospital in a couple of weeks. 



















COME ON-A MY HOUSE 





. ABIEZT... 0) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


1. Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia 
2. BECAUSE OF YOU (5) (Broadcast) ..............-cecccee. { Tony Bennett . 


Gd CAOEET:. cccws cc cccctecccess 


Week of Sept. 1 





.+ee-- Columbia 


(Les Barter .............Capitol 

3. SWEET VIOLETS (7) (Morris)..............0...00ceeecess Dinah Shore ............ Victor 

ey... eccecsccesccececscabebesoeces Tony Martin ............Victor 

TOO YOUNG (20) (Jefferson) .............00ccceecceeece. Nat “King” Cole ...... Capitot 

— Richard Hayes ........ Mercury 

b MMIII, «rs sh tlds cw outu diame dS doceeade eas Frankie Laine ........ Columbia 

7. MY TRULY, TRULY FAIR (10) (Santly-J)................. nee 

8. BELLE, BELLE, MY LIBERTY BELL (2) (Oxford).......... Guy Mitchell-Mitch Miller Col. 

9. MR AND MISSISSIPPI (11) (Shapiro-B) .................. fj - + RS Meseusy 

10. LOVELIEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR (10) (Robbins) ........ Mario Lanza ............Victor 
Second Group 

SHANGHAI (3) (Advanced)....................-ceeceeeees ii ae ak “rae , Columbia 


Les Paul-Mary Ford... .Capitol 


HOW HIGH THE MOON (14) (Chappell) .............cccceceee - Les Paul-Mary Ford ... Capitol 
BECAUSE OF RAIN (Maypole) si... ... ce eee eee eee pecceees Nat “King” Cole ....... Capitol t 
. { Sarah Vaughan .......Columbia 
THESE THINGS I OFFER YOU (Valando)................0005; i> 3° ;updeebapnas Mercury ? 
I'M WAITING JUST FOR YOU (Jay-Cee) ........ sa vednbs .... Lucky Millinder ........ King 
Tommy Edwards ...... MGM 
MORNINGSIDE OF THE MOUNTAIN (Remick)...... ceeseerees ) Baul Weston ......... Columbia 
ROSE I LOVE YOU (8) (Chappell)............... «+++ee Frankie Laine .... Columbia 
IPM IN LOVE AGAIN (4) (Harms). ............--.--eceeee ..++s April Stevens-Henri Rene Victor 
GOOD MORNING MR. ECHO (Forrest) ........ Suee aw oe evotevs Jane Turzy Trio .........Decca 
4 PO a, os sb come ... Decca 
ON TOP OF OLD ee Cee elie .... oo ccecsesedesedbeeas } Vaughn Monroe .... ||| Victor 
I APOLOGIZE (6) (Crawford).............-..- do ccebe dereeneeun Billy Eckstine ...... +». MGM 
BE MY LOVE (21) (Miiller).........0-0 cece cece rere ee eeecncnees Mane tanm@ ........... Victor 
\ Eddie Fisher ....... Victor 
UNLESS (2) (Beurne) eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeererrrerree Sete ener annnes 1 Guy Mitchel.Mitch Aliller Cal. $ 
} Les Paut-Mary tora + 
MOCKIN’ BIRD HILL (15) (Southern). ....... 666 cece cece c eee eee Pert Pease Sheveure 4 
(Figures in parentheses indicate numbes of weeks song haz been im the Tor 101 ? 
OOOOO4 64 


Pressing Plant in Israel Soon) 79) 7) NNARNS| Key to Bands’ Best Postwar Chances 


three-week quickie to+ + Like other facets of the music 


business, band promoters are gear- 
ing for one of its biggest seasons 
| since the end of the war. While 
| attempts during the p couple of 
|years to put the band biz on a 
{sound footing have concededly not 
| borne fruit, agency men and book- 
lers feel they now have the best 
| chance to restore bands as a profit- 
making medium. 

Key to success of the band biz in 
| the next period is seen in proper 
promotion and the right financial 
terms for the one-niter promoters. 


It’s held that what has been lacking 
in the past couple of years has been 
a concerted attempt by the top 
agencies and the disk companies to 





| It’s understood that Music Corp. 


of America toppers have been mull- 
ing ideas to revitalize band promo- 
tion activity on the road. 

Most important step, however, 
will have to be taken by the disk 
companies, it’s held, since there 
has been no better medium than 
wax to exploit bands with the buy- 
ing public. A couple of years ago 
the diskers started a flurry of ac- 
tivity, with RCA Victor taking the 
lead in putting over the Ralph 
Flanagan band, and Decca and Cap- 
itol Records countering with the 
Jerry Gray and Ray Anthony orchs, 
respectively. 

The competition was held to be 
good for the band business in 


about the respective merits of the 
various bands. In the past several 
months, however, Decca and Capi- 
tol have been tapering off on their 
promotion of the bands bvi are ex- 
(Continued on page 58) 


Capitol Profit 
Climbs to 4196 
Hollywood, Sept. 4. 
Jump of $1,186,424 in Capitol 
records’ sales for 12 months, ended 
June 30, as compared with the pre- 
ceding 12 months has been re- 
ported by prexy Glenn Wallichs. 
As a result, net income reached 
$419,414, equal, after providing 
for preferred dividends, to 74c per 
share on 476,230 shares of common 
stock outstanding. 
Sales figure was $13,034,230. 
Last year, sales reached $11,847,- 
806 for net income of $242,370- or 


35c per share on same number 
common shares. 


WM.-WARFIELD SET 
FOR COLUMBIA DISKS 


William Warfield, Negro bari- 
tone featured in the current Metro 
pic, “Show Boat,” has been inked 
to am exclusive pact by Columbia 
Records’ longhair division. His in- 
itial release will be a collection of 
American folk songs arranged by 
Aaron Coplend, with the composer 
also acting as piano accompanist. 
Next release will be a group of sea 
chanties. 

Next month Warfield starts work 
in another film, Metro’s musical 
version of “Huckleberry Finn.” He 
has had no regular recording pact 
before. having appeared in 
M-G-M’'s “Show Boat” album as 
| part of the secondtrack set. 











Rackmil’s Coast Shortie 


Mjlton R. Raekmil, Decca prexy, 
headed for the Coast Monday (3) 
on business. He's due back next 
weekend. 

Morty Palitz, Decca’s pop artists 
and repertory chief, also heads for 
Holiywood this week for confabs 
with Sonny Burke, Ceast recording 





|chief. It’s Palitz’s initial trip to 
| the Coast since taking over the 
aé&r post formerly held by Dave 


general, with some talk generated — 
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Ex-Omaha Distrib Sues 
Columbia for $78,000 


Omaha, Sept. 4. 
































































































Cincinnati, Sept. 4. as icin eee ne 
Woody Herman drew close to ts .. ajls n Omaha business man, Pa 
9.000 admissions during his week's LARIETY 8 > ‘ 8 W. Jacobus, operator of the Omaha 
engagement at Coney Island's Survey of retail disk best - . « 2 Ole le ¥ Appliance Co., has brought suit for 
Moonlite Gardens, ending Friday sellers. based on reports ob z -|5 8 lai =z|Pig/éi- $78,000 against Columbia Records. 
(31), for a season record. Charge tained from leading stores in 5 ae 2 2 E z sis = 38 7 || He obtained a writ of attachment 
$1 5 eek-e 12 cities and showing com | 2 ‘Sigis lS) els 4 2 \s Oo 'for that amount against the record 
was $1 and $1.50 on week-end “td ‘ for this « i@isi| #2; 3 = = 
parative sales rating for s & elsisieliéis wiki & T lated enaiiets hase 
nights and last week. eis & 2isliSis 8 BISi8ia ti pany s ‘ a 
The Herman 16-piece combo, é ois § i ] 1 7 5 z of L Jacobus was wholesale distribu- 
vith Dolly Huston as_ chirper 4 ~ = | : »J] i tor for Columbia for 10 years until 
ae _ . 2 , *. : National Week Ending ||| Ps =is 3 = $s Ti2 < P this spring. He says he is “stuck” 
rounded out General Artists Corp Nationa = ] ie |S £ o/s i | : : . 

‘ Bisisti£2iz a) QO ff! with $78,000 worth of records and 
bookings at Cincy’s ace amusement Rating Sept ] » S| ¥ i eieif£is s | = a “obsolete” equipment that the 
park for the 1951 stretch which ” . si< & < | & = Pa § x = N company allegedly “forced” him to 
included Ray Robbins, Johnny This Last eizié tigsigiz/é Z Elo T buy. He complained that the com- 
Long, Buddv DeFranco, Hal Mc- wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title — I2Z1Olts ie Eininitizlp~ixei~|] s pany assured him it would take 
Intyre, Ralph Flanagan, Shep = ee : ——— back anything he could not sell. 
Fields and Guy Mitchell. ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col) 2 His complaint says that when he 

en . 1 1__“Come-on-A My House —aers RRR eS ee ek 108 complained of being badly over- 
TONY BENNETT (Columbia) | stocked early this year, Columbia 
Jack Dunn to Plymouth 2 3 “Because of You”—39362..... 2 1 2 1 2 1 6 4 79 J\terminated the agreement. 
Jack Dunn, formerly coniact- ——————“*FONY MARTIN (Victor) £2 4 ees j sin niemmiigppermatitinhin 
c or Robbins ,r So “ — " . 
oaus s ‘ e J J > stot bins & “> — 3 = 5 ~—— I Get ideas” 20 4141 A ameeme . pa ne —_ ———— ——— Feisted Music Corp. and Bure 
usic, has joined Plymouth Music NAT “KING” COLE (Capitol) lington Music Corp. chartered to 
as plugger 4 2 “Teo Young”—1449 we ree 4 3 3 2 27 54 conduct music publishing busi- 
eam owned Wy comeseer: yo MARIO LANZA (Victor) nesses in New York. Each has a 
pee cee Willson and 5 4 “Leveliest Night of Year”—-10-3300 3 6 6 10 6 6 2 , 2 § 53 capital —— of 200 shares, no par 
. / a Ie -— - en a = dl " f ; 
ete —_——___—_- —___ DINAH SHORE (Victor) tiathri”” =63h 
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|| 11 12 “Shanghai”—39423i«‘j‘#N!SU MD 5 8 8 af 17 | 
a FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) A . . ~ 
oe 612 8 “Jezebel”—39367 3 = 
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13B 11 “Fm _in Love Again" —20'3148A = : ae TEROADWAY ALLfIC CORPORATION. 
MM GAS DEL WOOD (Tennessee? 
“RICH. YOUNG AND PRETTY 14 13 “Down Yonder”—775 = or ms 10 —_ 
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15A 10 “Because of You”—1760 SSesocses ae 5. 3 8 Snant 
~ sds WEAVERS (Decca) all, 
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Another BMI Pin-Up Hit! 
| LOVE THE SUNSHINE | 
OF YOUR SMILE 


Another BMI “Pin Up” Hit— 
Published by Johnstone-Montel 
Recorded by ; 
FOUR KNIGHTS—Capito 
RAY ANTHONY—Capito 
MERV GRIFFIN-HUGO WINTERHALTER— 


Victor 


JERRY GRAY—Decca 
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BROADCAST MUSIC INC. New YORK Shey 
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pected to start up again when the 
fall business starts perking. 
Victor Promotes Morrow . 

Victor, meantime, has been press- 
ing the Flanagan issue and has 
|come up with another new crew 
' with a promistng future. New band 
is headed by trombonist Buddy 
Morrow and, like Fianagan, ‘has 
been kept in New York strictly as 
a recording outfit for the first year. 
Morrow's first date at the Steel 
Pier, Atlantic City, last weekend 
garnered solid results, with the 
crew set for a series of one-niters 
through October, with a Palladium, 
Hollywood, date set for next spring. 

Formuia for Morrow has been 
proper dance tempo styling, a 
steady disk promotion capped by 
-his recent “Roser Rose, I Love 
You” click for Victor, and moderate 
terms for the bookers. Morrow wili 
play on modest guarantees against 


percentages in order to give pro- 


moters a chance to break even. 
Anthony’s band also has been work- 


same formula. 
It’s admitted that the diskers 


band releases but neither have they 
been losing money. For example, 
Flanagan's orch, one of the top 


rently, has oniy been selling in 





band has been getting repeated 


|disk jockey sping with sustained. 


have not been getting rich on theiz 


money-makers on the road cur- 
moderate figures for Vietor, but the | 


| maintain their leadership in put- 
oa over the band business. 

















\* ’ Ys 
; The Dynamic Delineator of Songs * 
: DOROTHY CLAIRE: 
+ ' 6 
* « 
- a 
* Starting Sept. 3, LOOKOUT HOUSE - 
x LEXINGTON, KY. . 
* PAUL WINCHELL TV SHOW on Sept. 17 _ > 
x - MANAGEMENT * 





Charles V. Yates Agency, Tne. 


ing steadily on the road with the i. 

















— Growing BIGGER Everyday — 
LONESOME AND SORRY 
WIDELY RECORDED — WIDELY 
MILLS MUSIC, INC., 1619 Broadway, New York 19 
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VARIETY —— 
Survey of retail sheet music : pn ) 3 ri § 
sales, based on reports obtained 5 8 = 
from leading stores in 12 cities : E 8 2 Es ° 3 

g and showing comparative sales x a E sis a 3 . 
rating for this and last week. $ 5 3 g 3 rc E sjalsio 
SiBl els )|4 ein.isisiBei| Tt 
w Sisis Eis = E * =si|ZIiSI1A 
. Oy (SFO eis zi eisis | a1 L 

= cL : . c = i Cy 4 , 
National Week Ending r § é e = 3 2 Ci#islais| p 

4 a csi; ek 15 ; 
ans Sept. 1 elélgiglsigig(sldls/el2| 2 
This Last 5 g : i = E ; F1E|8 : a|* 
we. we. Title and Publisher _ -Zz10 BIR I*iOie@ivi*visi Ss 
1 1 “Because of You” (Broadcast) 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 1 3 115 
“2 2 “Loveliest Night Year” (Robbins) 3 2 3 8 2 3 4 4 5S 1 5 1 D1 
a 4 “Sweet Violets” (Morris) ar £4) wi -e . se + 2 SS oe 
“4 3 “Too Young” (Jefferson) 9 ce Ue a oe” ee a ee ee 
h: on) Se ee.) Ue ee. ee oe! -hlUlUd ee ee ee 
“6 6 “€Come-On-A My House” (Duchess)... 5 .. 6 €@eue ta t =. =o 
“? 7 £“Shanghai” (Advanced) .. 6 , . +. 2. 4 33 
8 5 “My Truly, Truly Fair” (Santly-J) .. 4 6 4 9 9 5 2 
“9 “Longing For You” (Ludlow). . 2 10 7 a 25 
JO 10 “Cold Cold Heart” (Acuff-R.). 6 7 a ae 22 
11 14 “These Things I Offer You” (Vail) .. .. .. .. 6& 6 2 19 
12 8 “Morningside of M’tain” (Remick) ... eS ee 7 “8 16 
13A “Belle, Belle, Liberty Bell” (Ox) 5 7 .. 7 14 
13B “Detour” (American)............ 10 eo 14 
13c “Lonely Little Robin” (Oxford). . 3 4 8 14 

















See Video 


m=” Coutinued from page 5 =e 


tune on several shows is a tough 
job. With a new song, the difficul- 
ties are multiplied. 

Unlike the early years of radio, 


moreover, TV performers are not | 


given wide latitude in selecting 
their material. Recently, Anne 
Shelton, appearing as a guest on 
a variety TV’er, asked to do her 
new London Records number, 
“Blow, Blow, Winds of the Sea.” 
The TV producer nixed the sugges- 
tion and she wound up doing a 
best-seller. 

TV, of course, is not a total loss 
to the music industry. It has be.n 
responsible for the showcasing of 
numerous oldies and has given 
more steam to bestsellers. A pop 
hit which is also a performance 
number, like “Too Young,” has 
been given a big ride on TV, com- 
paratively, with the result that the 
number has been helped to stay 
up on the bestseller lists. 

From a financial point of view, 














MGM RECORDS 








p 





|video also represents a lucrative 
}source of income for the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
|Publishers. TV this year is ex- 
| pected to triple last year’s ASCAP 
\take of $1,060,000, with the revenue 
iseen eventually rising way beyond 
ithe $8,000,000 top shelled out by 


Musso Rejoins Glaser 


| 


After 2 Mos, With GDC 


Hollywood, Sept. 4. 
Vido Musso, bandleader who in- 
voked James C. Petrillo’s aid two 


jradio to the Society's writers and/ months ago to shed pact with Joe 


publishers. 





Loew’s Pays Expenses 
For 3d ‘Bozo’ Week 


“Bozo, The Capitol Clown,” Capi- 
| told Records’ promotion film for its 
: juve disk series, has been set for 
lan additional week's run in 12 
| Leew's theatres this week after 
playing 24 houses during the origi- 
nal two-week deal. Capitol is fur- 
nishing a clown to go along with 
a film as part of the “Bozo” disk 
"During the third week, Loew's 
agreed to pay all expenses for the 
——— after Cap had footed the 

ill for the first two weeks. 





Backed with 


K 11042 


; Ss eee 
ant 





In a new MGM Record Release 
THE LOVE OF A GYPSY 


I'VE GOT AN IDEA FOR A SONG 


\ MGM 11042 


| Glaser’s Associated Booking Corp., 


rejoined the outfit after getting 
release from General Artists Corp. 
with which he had signed after 
first ankling Glaser. GAC let him 
go because agency hadn't been too 
successful booking the 16-man 
crew he brought with him. 

In rejoining Glaser, Musso cut 
his crew to six. First date under 
his new ABC pact is Sept. 10-23 
stand at Oasis, southside nitery, at 
$950 weekly for combo. 








The 1951 Houston Symphony 
Orchestra Maintenance Fund Drive 
is to be held in Houston Sept. 12 
through Sept. 26. Max Levine has 
been named general chairman of 
the drive, which will try to obtain 
$175,000. : 














|ing San Diego’s Sherman's nitery on a six-month pact. 


| 


| brother of the late composer, who okayed the version. 


Inside Orchestras—Music 





Ike Carpenter won a battle with San Diego American Federation of 
Musicians Local 325 by invoking the aid of Clare Meeder, AFM inter- 
national board exee and a trouble-shooter for prez James C. Petrillo. 
Southern California city local had contested right of Carpenter band to 
play the annual San Diego Bartenders’ Ball, an affair usually played by 

|a local crew. Carpenter, a member of L. A. local 47, currently is play- 


Hal Gordon forced the showdown 


Band manager 
in the hassle and Meeder upheld 


him with a San Diego relief orch hired for the event. Meeder nixed a 
| pitch that two standby bands be employed. Understood the San Diego 
local expressed concern over the growing usage of traveling bands by 
| spots in the area, thereby limiting the amount of work for local mem- 


bers. 


In addition to Sherman's, Tops, another S. D. nitery, is using 


out-of-town windjammers as is the Paris Inn. 





RCA Victor made its latest Ralph Flanagan release, “The Blues 
‘From ‘American In Paris’,” strictly as ‘a gamble since Herman Starr, 
| head of the Warner Bros. music combine, which owns the George 
| Gershwin copyright, refused to give an advance okay to the dance 


tempo arrangement. 
approval after it was made. 


Starr told Victor execs te submit the platter for 
Starr then turned it over to Ira Gershwin, 


The three- 


|,minute side took one hour to record. 


} 
j 





Peter Pan kid diskery has teamed up with a kiddie tog manufacturer 
on a combination package deal which wiil bring the peddling of its 


disks into children’s apparel stores. 


Tieup has manufacturer paint 


“Old MacDonald” and his farm animals on two-piece ‘suits to be sold 


with the Peter Pan disk “Old MacDonald.” 


The diskery expects to 


| add more titles to the package plan for the Christmas season. 











On the Upbeat 





New York 


Merv Griffin, vocalist with Fred- 
dy Martin’s band, to the Coast in 
December for a 20th-Fox screen 
test ... Joey Sasse joined David 
O. Alber publicity office as head 
of disk promotion ... Don Ovens, 
Capitol Records disk jockey pro~- 
motion staffer, marries Dorothy 
Blau, of New Rochelle, Sept. 15 
. . . Miteh Miller, Columbia Rec- 
ords artists and repertory chief, 
due back from the Coast next week 
... Sarah Vaughan, currently play- 
ing Standish Hall Hotel, Quebec, 
returns to N. Y. Sept. 9 for Col- 
umbia recording sessions and a 
date with the Gene Krupa orch 
at the War Memorial Auditorium, 
Trenton, Sept. 14. She then takes 
off. for a 10-week tour, starting 
Sept. 21 in Boston, with a package 
including the Duke Ellington orch 
and Nat “King” Cole Trio. 


Chicago 

Cass Harrison orch, seven-piece 
eastern group, has signed with 
MCA. Barbara Ballantine is set as 
gal vocalist ... Jane Turzey Trie 
lays Seven Seas, Omaha, Sept. 10 
or one week, following at Casino 
theatre, Toronto, Sept. 27 for one 
week, then to Seville theatre, 
Montreal, Oct. 4 for one week... 
Cyclones set for Club Lido, Huron 


S. D., Sept. 15... Ray Rio inked 


into Clover Club, Peoria, Ill., Sept. 





5 ...Stan Kenton 
nighter at Parkway Bal 
Sept. 6... Billie 
Band Box, Chi, Se 
weeks ... Betty 
piays Blue Mirror, Washington, 
D. C., Sept. 10 for two weeks ... 
Charlie Ventura and Buddy Rich 
orchs inked for eight weeks into 
Preview, Chi, Sept. 19. . . Flerence 
Boyle, ex-BVC staffer here, work- 
ing for Bob Cole, Chi Southern 
Music rep . . . Eddie James orch 
in 11th week at Granada Ballrooms, 
Chi, and set indef ... Ray Pearl 
does repeat at Aragon, Chi, Nov. 6 
for one month, 


Cleveland 


Duke Ellington, King Cole and 
Sarah Vaughan, in package show, 
set by Frank Sands Gale Agency 
for jazz concer’ at Public Audito- 
rium for Oc. .«. Myfon 
Hanley’s reorganized five-piece or- 
chestra deing first hotel date here 
at Statler’s Terrace for month, 
until Sammy Watkins’ crew returns 
about Oct. 8 to start floor show 
season. Hanley also. doubles in 
local MCA of as booker... 
George Duffy back from month 
vacation in Denver to take his or- 
chestra into Skyway Lounge Club. 
. . » Stan Kenton’s d piece 
troupe due at Public Music Hall 
Oct. 13 in concert . . . Ray 
Purell form dance crew for 
Borsellino’s Club. 


x * 


lays onme- 
m, Chi, 














Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 














of 
“YOUR 
SHOW 
SHOWS ” 


Returning Sept. Sth 
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Trio, 


(NAVAJO ROOM) 
Las Vegas, Aug. 31. 


Rosemary C:ooney, Irving Fields 
& Helen 
G_Uagher, Kathryn Duffy Dansa- 
tions 
Walker, 


Harold Lang 


(7), 
Lucy Lewin, 


(3), Al Jahns’ Orch (12) 


minimam. 


full 


first, 


ing ayer tig. 





This one has everything—a high- 
geared, potent production contain- 
ing every element to magnetize 
rooms for the next three 
weeks. Every act is a Las Vegas 
Rosemary 
Clooney heading marquee roster, 
88'er Irving Fields, and musicom- { rablers are by now 
edy terpers Lang & Gallagher sock- 
Kathryn Duffy Dan- 
sations also receive full kudos for | 


with thrush 


both of their golorful inventions. 


Rosemary Clooney arrives at 
this desert resort centre preceded 


by the almost continuews whirlings 
_—_————__ 








SENOR 
CORTEZ 


Now Appearing at 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
New York 


7th WEEK 
and Still Going Strong 


“From VARIETY—New Acts 


SENOR CORTEZ 


al 
7 Mins.; One 
Palace, N. Y. 


Senor Cortez, a South 
American import, is likely to at- 
tract a lot of attention here 
through his remarkable mando- 
lin playing. Using an odd-shap- 
ed instrument, he displays terri- 
fic virtuosity both tonally and 
technically. 

Mixes Latino tunes, classics 
and boogie-woogie. As an ex- 
ample of his technique, he 
breezes throu a couple of 
choruses of “Hora Staccato” 
easily. His boogie-woogie closer 
is a solid piece of jazz, and his 
success in playing both the bass 
and treble parts brings a solid 
reception. As an added bit of 
showmanship, he plays a couple 
of choruses with the mandolin 
behind his back. Chan. 


Personal Management: 
PHIL OFFIN 
46 W. 48th St., New York 


g 














Night Club Reviews 


Thunderbird, Las Vegas 


‘by local deejays of her “Come 
On-A My House.” It is to her 
credit that she hits the Navajo 
'Room spot with smart presenta- 
|tion, minus gab, of widely varied 
| songology. Thus, when she even- 
| tually reaches “House,” the audi- 


Christina Carson, Joy) 
Pola’ Van | °™ce #8 hers to have and to hold. 


Essa, Johnny O’Brien, Normandie 
Boys 
Jack Martin Five; 


Miss Clooney witis approval at 
| walkon with striking blonde looks, 


no cover, no| Unmannered delivery straight from 


|the shoulder sans vocal trickery, 
in bright “From This Moment On.” 
face in moodful followup, “Be- 
cause of You,” 
during slow ballads resembles dul- 
poet tones of a muted viola. 
Reveals diversity in both “Lady 
Is a Tramp” and the mirthful 
“Shot Gun gie.” “Just a Little 
Girl,” and “Beautiful Brown Eyes” 
reveal gal’s excellent enunciation. 
ready for 
“Come On-A”—and get it in a rol- 
licking style that tears up the 
house. Returns for a couple of 
| quickies, “S’Wonderful” and “I'm 
Late,” and terrif bowoff reaction. 
Irving Fields wraps up deuce 
with slick keyboarding, assisted by 
drummer and bassist. With “Mam- 
| bo Jambo,” he displays keen com- 
mercial pianistics, further exempli- 








ified in “Americana,” a potpourri | 


of nationality tunes cleverly ar- 
ranged to climax in flagwaver for 
cheers and whisties. 

Fields’ bass plunker, Henry Sar- 
gent, sets up an athletic version 
of “Ferdinand,” by energetic bow- 
ing, slapping and vocalistics. “War- 
| saw Concerto” finds the Fields’ 
touch a bit glib, devoid of feeling, 
and “Oye Negra” embeiiished with 
black and white fireworks. 
lowing “12th St. Rag,”’ combo has 
to beg off. 
| Harold Lang & Helen Gallagher 
tee off with musicomedy-styled 
|sketches to include duet warbling 
j}and terpery. Pair show class all 
| the way, plenty of mobility and 
; sock showmanship. —~ ance When- 
|ever You Can” is chirpued as intro, 


| stepped off neatly. “I Never 
| Knew About You” has great 
|charm, with contrasting “Tango 


Palace,” a delightful romp. In this, 

|Miss Gallagher appears in_ slit 
| skirt, Lang in sailor garb for a 
|rowdy sesh set within a 10c-a- 
dance emporium. Jitterbug tag 
whips up cheers and whistles, in- 
suring brief encore round. 

Kathryn Duffy Dansations pro- 
+ layout with a glittering “Oo 
La Madelena,” fronting cute 
blonde bundle Joy Walker, melo- 
dized by Johnny O’Brien, and Nor- 
mandie Boys. Ballet devised finale 
is contoured to “September Song” 
and “Loveliest Night of the Year,” 
with above-par toe terpery by bal- 
lerina Christina Carson and grace- 
ful assists from Joy Walker and 
Lucy Lewin. Pola Van Essa so- 
pranoes nicely, duets with O’Brien 
and gets click assists from Nor- 
mandie Boys. 

Al Jahns and orchsters deserve 
special tributes fcr backstopping 
this casement—perhaps the most 
solid job they’ve turned out at the 
Thunderbird. Will. 








Pinpoint spot limns her expressive | 


Phe Clooneytimbre 


Fol- | 








—MANAGEMENT— 


MARK LEDDY 


LEON NEWMAN 


Hotel Ambassador. L. A. 
(COCONUT GROVE) 
Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 
Mary Hatcher (with The Four 
Fellas), Artin! & Consuelo; Carlos 


| Molina’s Orch; cover $1.50, $2. 





There was plenty of unkinking 
to do with this one-week layout, 
|a fillin before Frankie Carle’s open- 
|ing Tuesday (4), and the ironing- 
out process was all on Mary Hatch- 
|er’s end (see New Acts). Other- 
| wise, it’s a good show. 

Elements that upset the turn 





| the Four Fellas were the preceding 
lacts, consisting of the Grove’s 
regular Tuesday 
and the Artini & Consue‘o ball- 


room duo. The Hawaiians have 


customers’ attention in this 
room. It was all new, of course. 
to the Hatcherites. 


for a 








cooked up by Miss Hatcher and/note tag grabs kudos. 
e 


| 


Hawaiian show/| Well,” winning okay exit plaudits. 


had long experience grabbing the | couples with a very cute little num- 
big) ber, Lita Baron. known around 


| 
} 


samba, tango, rhumba, Charleston | perfections dim somewhat. 


irritating aura of dis- 
satisfy tablers here. He reprises 
most of his songs from ey, 
teeing off with “Lydia,” 

Dogs and Englishmen,” medley of 
way-back-whens. In the latter, he 
tickles up some mitts with 
“S'posin’” “Stein Song,” “Betty 
Co-Ed.” A passable lilt of Trenet’s 
“Passing By” is dampened some- 
what by the intro gab, stew of 
“Fractured French” garbling. 
Pompously blown up bit saluting 
Petrillo has orch stooging. Out of 
this Vallee makes excuse for clari- 





neting “Tiger Rag.” Long hoid- 
Wraps par- 

cel with special El Rancho. verses 

attached to wk. “Fare 


Thee | 


Billy Daniel, having built up a 
fine rep as dance director in pix, 





music biz as Isabellita. Although 
Miss Baron is no dancer in t e| 


Immediately following the hula | technical sense, she matches the! 
hullabaloo, dance team moves in| Daniel verve, and with her s.a.,/ 
sock reception with their| costuming by Mitch Leisen, im-; 


Pair | 


Bar of H’weood 
Aug. 31. 
Arthur Biake, Boice, Felix 
DeCola & Benn. Rubinyi, Johnnie 


David Orch; minimum $1.50-$2, 
weekends only. 





Arthur Blake is back at his old 
stamping grourd, and packing the 
joint. The mimic’s cult, since he 
opened here a few weeks back, has 
grown into a full-fledged religion, 
judging by turnaways at opener. 
They wouldn't let him off, despite 
the fact that the lighting went 
blooey. 

Blake proves he doesn’t need 
lights in a 60-minute turn that 
opens with a Sophie Tucker and 
closes with a hilarious lampoon on 
Louella Parsons. Caricatures of 
Mae West, Charles Laughton, Ed- 
ward G. Robinson and Kate Hep- 
burn are strung out with a story 
line about how -each of them 
taught Blake to impersonate them, 
and all are solidly received. 

Taking off the sooeiavasogse 
secretary of the Arthur Blake Fan 
Club, impersonator does fairly 


'and waltzes. Couple, whose enthu-| come on fast and strong with duet | wel] with some material new to his 
siasm is contagious, has a happy/ warbling of “Feelin’ Fine,” swing| Bar .of Music following. Subjects 


knack of taking the audience into 


its confidence in announcing the | topped with some waltz whirls.| Ferrer 


; numbers. 


into another roundelay, “Billy,” 


Mood changes _itno lowdown | 


here are Ethel Merman, Jose 
doing “Cyrano de Ber- 
gerac,” and Josephine Baker. 


Carlos Molina orch, experts at | “Frankie and Johnnie,” with femme | These characterizations need more 


‘backing a show, are even more so| stripping skirt to display nicely) work, 


toe-tinglers for 


lin dishing up 
Mike. 


customers. 


Reno, Aug. 29. 
Carl Ravazza, Bill Bailey, Archie 
| Robbins, Skylettes (8), Dick Foy 
| Orch (8); no cover, no minimum. 


Despite mediocre supporting acts, 
Carl Ravazza is a hit at the Mapes 
Skyroom. In a little less time than 
it takes to write about it, Ravazza 
pulls the show to its toes. 


| Mapes Skyroom. 





freshened up its numbers 
originality and variety. 





church. After every number he 
|} says a solemn “amen.” Act is al- 
| most unnoticeable from ankles up; 
ithe feet carry the whole routine 
|He taps and that's about that 
However, in one successful out- 


| burst, he charges the crowd with | King’s Orch; minimum $3.50 regu- 
|a little patter—and sometimes this | af : $3. = 


| hits a jackpot. 

| Comedian is Archie Robbins, 
who doesn't quite click. He has 
some good chatter material, but 
his lyrics to songs and operas as 
in his “La Boheme” bit about TV, 
caused only slight _— along 
ringside. Whole act might go bet- 
ter if he played his part straighter 
—deadpanned. No doubt, though, 
about his potential. 

Carl Ravazza is still making a 
fine entrance via the tables. As 
orch opens with his*“Hello, I Have 
Some Songs For You,” Ravazza 
starts his song out among the cus- 
tomers—no light—and once sur- 
prise has died away, comes forward 
to stage. The few titters caused 
by what looks like some corn about 
to grow, fade immediately, and the 
effect is wonderfu:. Witheut wait- 
ing for plaudits, he segues into a 
standard. Among pops he does 
best are “If,” “—-When You Know 


| I’ve Been a Liar All My Life” and 


———— COMEDY at its ZANIEST 


“Loveliest Night in the Year.” 


In a medley of old pops, he gets 
carried away and packs the crowd 
| right along with him. “Too Mar- 
| velous for Words,” “Blue Heaven” 
lare best. Dialog and song for 
“Pedro from Chihuahua” is pleas- 
ant relief from straight song, real- 
ly cute and well done. 


Ravazza is smoother than ever, 
achieves some fine vocal effects 
with no effort. ‘Customers demand 
encores and never receive any. But 
the parting is tender and every- 





stays around for another 
show, 
Dick Foy’s orch gives whole 
show an added lift. Curt. 





El Rancho, Las Vegas 
(ROUNDUP ROOM) 
Las Vegas, Aug. 29. 
Vallee, Billy Daniel with 
ron, Buster Burnell, El 


Rud 
Lita 


(10); no cover, no minmium. 





Rudy Vallee is presently en- 
gaged in blandishing a rather dull 
songfest retarded further with 
stale and occasionally dirty jokes. 
Lifting the whole biz out of hodge- 

e is the preem of a tyro terp 

— Billy Daniel with Lita 

Baron. Holiday weekend will 

bring capacity rooms. Beyond this 

oo only average crowds are to 
expected. 


Vallee should call in some sharp 
writers if he wishes to continue 
| his nitery career; otherwise forget 
| the whole thing. ~ Same old tunes, 





g' tired Joe Millers, coupled with an 





Rancho line (8), Ted Fio Rito Orch 


| 
| 


Rene | Letunes. 


turned gams. “Honey Man” is in| 
similar vein, followed by a Daniel | 
soft-shoe solo. 
chirp sesh comprising oldies and 
Danie! slides on, bongos | 


| strapped to waist and accomped | 





| 
| 


! 
| 


Bill Bailey (Pearl's brother) is | busy 
a dancing parson who is on the/ emerging intact from 
circuit to make money to build a/| with assorted scores. 





| 





| 
i 





Baron's “Cubanchero,” 
stomps offbeat rhythmics. Re- 
volves into tasty tag with pair 
whirling off to fine reaction. 
Dance line under direction of 
Dave Gould presents two very 
amusing routines. They were never 
meant to garner chorties, but hap- 
per. to tickle ringsiders with inept 
steppery. Buster Burnell manages 


by Miss 


But the Skylettes, the line which | to escape annihilation several times | 
lives here, looks better, has a male | from hearty kicks and bumps, and 
to add to the routines» and has, receives resounding applause for 
with | his ability to face danger unafraid. | 


Ted Rio Rito orch is kept very 

from curtain te _ curtain, 

all bouts 
Will. 


Shamrock, Houston 
(EMERALD ROOM) 
Houston, Sept. 1. | 
Tito Guizar, Judy Kelly, Henry 


lar, $8 opening nights. 





Tito Guizar made his debut in| 
the Shamrock’s Emerald Room | 
simultaneously with hotel's new 
$8-a-person “Fiesta Night” open- 
ing-night policy. The first Fiesta | 
planned for Margaret Whiting’s | 
opener, was Hawaiian in theme, 
featuring lavish palm tree and) 
orchid lei decor. Then her date 
was poned a fortnight, Guizar 
was , and the result was an | 
Island atmosphere with Latin en-| 
tertainment. | 


Paradoxical combo was a happy 
one, however, with the biggest 
opueins- sigs turnout save on the | 

arch 17 anniversaries and New) 
youre since the hotel opened in | 

. i 

Guizar and his guitar, and Judy 
Kelly, a terrific little acrobatic 
terper, have been crowd-getters 
ever since*the auspicious opening. 

Guizar’s offerings range from 
traditional Mexican balleds to U. Ss. 
hits to boogie bounce tunes—and 
he does them all with a verve and 
enthusiasm that projects itself well 
injo the audience: In fact, his 
“Rancho Grande” and “Cielito 
Lindo” turn out to ke audience 
participation numbers. Folks just 
automatically «in in on the 
chorus, call for more in his will- 
at given hegoffs. 

iss Kelly as the show er, 
leaves the audience gasping with 
her sensational splits. Lass is nice 
te look at and neatly — ~ 








Gal fills with a! vard” 


The real mop-up comes 
when Blake does Bette Davis, 
Gloria Swanson in “Sunset Boule- 
Tallulah Bankhead both- 


(Continued on page 62) 
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Outlook for Acts Dim as Troops 
Raid Major Casinos in Kentucky 


Newport, Ky., Sept. 4. 

Hopes that the bigtime niteries 
with casino adjuncts would con- 
tinue sub-rosa operations in this 
vicinty were shattered last week 
via a series of raids staged by 
Kentucky State Police at the di- 
rection of Gov. Laurence Wether- 
by. The Latin Quarter and the 


Club Manana were hit by two in-| 


vasions in which 48 state troopers 
participated and gambling equip- 
ment seized. 

The governor acted shortly be- 
fore the release of the Kefauver 
Committée report. The Senate 
subcommittee had cited this area 
as one of the foremost centres of 
gambling activity. Local police 
took no part in the raids. 

The latest clampdown indicates 
that the entire area here which 
embraces Covington, which also 


has a number of large-scale niter- | 


ies, including the Lookout House, 
will have to operate without the 
greenfelts. The decimation will 
make it impossible for these spots 
to buy any top name talent. The 
cafes in this area, when running 
the casinos, are among the top tal- 
ent buyers in the country. 


AGVA Arbitration Gives 
Buttons His Full Salary 


An arbitration over the weekend 
gave Red Buttons $200 for a date 
played last week at the Concord 
Hotel, Kiamesha Lake, N. Y. Beck- 
man & Pransky, spot’s bookers, ac- 





cording to the American Guild of | i 


Variety Artists, which set up the 
arbitration, wanted to reduce the 
rate because of a mixup, but 
arbitrators awarded the full 
amount. 

Basic situation stemmed from a 
delay in Joe E. Lewis’ appearance. 
Lewis, who was at Saratoga, 
phoned the hotel saying he would 
be late. Meanwhile, B&P set some 
substitute talent, including Buttons, 
who did a show. Lewi. showed up 
later in the evening and went on. 


4 





7 


| Seattle Ops Seek 
2:30 A.M. Curfew 


Seattle, Sept. 4. 


Seattle city council has set a 
hearing on Sept. 10 to decide 
whether cabarets and niteries here 
may push closing hour to 2:30 a.m. 
|from present 1 a.m. 


| Council’s license committee has 
| been studying desirability of later 
| curfew, which was asked by opera- 
tors of cafes and dance spots south 
of Yesler Way. Consensus is that 
later shuttering will be granted, 
aithough hour may be set at 2 a.m. 
| Midnight closing on Saturday will 
| be retained. 


Duluth Cops Clamp 


Down on Dagmar— 


‘Original,’ That Is 
Duluth, Sept. 4. 


| With local newspapers declaring 
she was “the hottest thing to hit” 
this town since the heat from the 
Cloquet, Minn., forest fire pene- 
trated to it some years ago, Duluth 
clamped down on the “original” 
Dagmar, exotic dancer, compelling 
Teve’s nlitery to cancel her. Sheets, 
praising her artistry, said she still 
was too torrid for “the cool, air- 
conditioned town.” When Teve’s 
attempted to move her over to its 
club in the sister city of Superior, 
Wis., the police there also stepped 
n. 








Although there’s a ban in Mir- 
neapolis on hot dancing and strip- 
ping, the police made no effort to 
halt Dagmar during a_ record- 
breaking three-week engagement 
at a local bistro, Vic’s, not con- 
sidering her work there tec 
blistering. 





Jack Kane, manager of the Ohio 
| Burlesque Circuit, opened the Park 
| Saentee, Youngstown, O., for the 
season, Aug. 31. 





Tickets, Please 

The upcoming two-a-day at 

the Palace is causing more 

public interest than any vaude 

event in years. When news of 

the policy change hit the 

streets, theatre clocked more 

than 500 phone calls asking 

_ for reservations within the 
first few days. 





House isn't putting the tick- 
| ets up for sale untii a later 
| date, 





Hope $13,800 in 3 
At Mich. State Fair; 
Ankles Picket Teeoff 


Detroit, Sept. 4. 

Beb Hope grossed only $13,800 
in three shows af* Michigan State 
Fair, 6,400-seat Coliseum. Scale was 
60c for children, $1.20 for adults 
and 290 seats at $1.80. Hape got 
$20,000 for two days. 

Hope was prevented by strike 
from presenting the matinee show 
opening Friday (31). He refused 
|to cross picket lines, stating, “I 
belong to a union, too.” Wild Bill 
Elliott’s rodeo show was delayed 
| an hour. 





The strike started when a ginger |here last month by consenting to 


|a date during the coming winter. 


ale firm attempted to use nonunion 
girls-in its booths. The strike then 
spread into a jurisdictional AFL- 
CIO fight involving 90 musicians, 
100 electricians and 16 stagehands. 

Refunds were made to about 4,- 
000 persons who had paid $1.20 
admission. The strike was settled 
in time for the evening show. 


Hope and Marilyn Maxwell, 
latter headlining the Coliseum 
show four days after Hope's stint, 
ate pie at a luncheon in their 
honor after the fair’s kitchen help 
'joined the strikers. The kitchen 
|help locked up all the food, but 
|somehow overlooked the lone pie. 
| Hope, Miss Maxwell and Gov. G. 
|Mennen Williams polished it off 
jand then went out to a midway 
| hot dog stand for the main course. 








| Elna Laun Dancers, featuring 
|Saanda, open at Boston Latin 
Quarter Sept. 6. On Sept. 20 
group opens at Rooseveit Hotel, 
New Orleans. 














Supporting Acts for Judy Garland 
A Problem for N.Y. Palace 2-a-Day 


The revival of two-a-day at the 
RKO Palace, N. Y., slated for Oct. 
16 with Judy Garland headlining, 
is giving RKO Theatres’ prexy Sol 
A. Schwartz and house booker Dan 
Friendly a major headache in one 
respect. The most important prob- 
lem is to get a surrounding show 
of names with marquee value from 
lists that haven’t played a New 
York vauder for some time. 

Chain last week made a pitch 
for Gower & Champion, but film 
commitments prevented an ap- 


! Al Will Be Forgiven 


If Dean-Jerry Play 
Mols. R.C. in Winter 


Minneapolis, Sept. 4. 


Minnesota Amusement Co.’s legal 
department is trying te induce 
Martin & Lewis to make amends 
for their 11th hour alleged breach 
of contract to appear with their 
stageshow at Radio City Theatre 


United Paramount circuit here 
spent a substantial sum in advance 
exploitation and advertising for 
the stars, having been notified of 
the cancellation only three days 
prior to the scheduled opening. 
It’s expected that chain would not 
insist on being recompensated and 
would not sue for any damages it 
might have suffered as a result of 
the pair’s failure to appear if 
they'd fulfill the engagement later. 

Harry B. French, MAC presi- 
dent, is awaiting a proposition 
from Martin & Lewis’ counsel with 
whom his own lawyers have been 
in contact. 





Page for Vegas’ Xmas 

The Desert Inn, Las Vegas, is 
doing its Christmas shopping 
early. 





| 


pearance. Rosario & Antonio and 
Senor Wences were also scouted, 
but both have foreign bookings at 
that time. They’re still looking for 
talent with the appearance of 
freshness, but so far. it’s no go. 
Although official figures on Miss 
Garland’s deal are still unavilable, 
it was learned this week that un- 
der terms of the contract, it’s pos- 
sible that Miss Garland wouid take 


;out as her share more than the 


theatre will. The house gross is 
broken up in three sections. First 
portion goes to Miss Garland as 
her guarantee, the next part to the 
house to cover its expenses, and 
the haul above that amount will be 
split equally. It’s reported that 
Miss Garland’s guarantee is higher 
than the running expenses of the 
house, thus her ultimate share may 
be higher than that which the Pal- 


;ace would receive. 


The theatre’s expenses, inci- 
dentally, will have to undergo 
radical revamping. Under two-a- 
day, house will drop costs of the 
film and probably one operator in 
the projection booth (those retain- 
ed will work the spots). 

However, stagehand and musi- 
cian costs will go up, it’s believed. 
Operation will now be classified 
along deluxe lines and number of 
backstage crew will be increased 
as will the number of pit men. 
A higher scale is anticipated in 
both sections. House also assumes 
greater front-of-the-house — costs. 
More expensive ‘treas~-ers will re- 
place cashiers and ticket distribu- 
tion costs will also be increased 
because of “hard tickets,” instead 
of the rolls. 


Collada’s Scouting 


Benito Collada, operator of El 
Chico, N. Y., planed to Spain last 
week to case Castillian acts for 
showecasings in his Greenwich Vil- 
lage spot. 

Cafe will resume Sunday night 
sessions Sept. 9 after having 





Inn has signed Patti Page for |dropped Sabbath operation for the 


its Dec. 25 show. 


summer months. 





PERFORMER. 


program. 
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GUS VAN 
President 





If you are now working in the Outdoor Field, 
vantage of the special concession in Initiation Fees 


ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SARASOTA BRANCH 
By order of the 1951 AGVA Convention and the National Board, the Sara- 
sota Branch in Sarasota, Florida, will be established on November 1, 1951, 
for the primary ose of enrolling Outdoor Performers and giving them 
u Branch th which they may be represented in the Convention and on 
the National Board of AGVA and otherwise participate in Branch and Na- 
tional affairs. All Outdoor Performers are invited to enroll in the Sarasota 
Branch or such other Branch as they may choose, or if already a member, 

ou may transfer te the Sarasota Branch. The first meeting of the Sarasota 
Branch membership will be held in Sarasota in November of this year at a 
date and place to be announced. 


NEGOTIATIONS FOR OUTDOOR CODE NOW IN PROCESS 
Negotiations with the Fair Booking Agents are already in progress. 
quate funds to assure the successful conduct of this program have been 
alloted by the AGVA National Board. Additional personnel, recruited di- 
veetly from the O=:loor Field, has been employed to handle the organizing ~ 


1. To establish fair and uniform conditions of work and pay for Outdoor En- 
gagements and a Standard Form of Performor’s Engagem=nt contract. 

2. Te provide AGVA Accident Insurance protection to cover all performers 
during outdoor engagements and while traveling to and from such engage- 
ments—and the AGVA Death Benefit Insurance—ALL AT NO COST TO THE 





FULFILLMENT OF CONVENTION PLEDGE 
is the fulfillment of the pledge given by the AGVA Conven- 
and the National Board members to the representatives of 
the Outdoor Performers at the recent AGVA meetings in Detroit. AGVA 
- is happy and proud that it is in the position to initiate and support this long 
deferred program of organization, 


AMERICAN GUILD OF VARIETY ARTISTS 


SPECIAL INITIATION ‘FEE CONCESSION DURING SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 


or have an engagement contract to work in this field during the season of 1951, you may take ad- 
for Outdoor Performers voted by the AGVA National Board at its Detroit meeting. 


Principals $25 


To ALL OUTDOOR PERFORMERS 
the AMERICAN GUILD OF VARIETY ARTISTS 


a Branch of the Associated Actors and Artistes of America Chartered by the American Federation of Labor 


An Intensive Campaign to enroll Performers working in tne Ouicoor Field in AGVA as directed by the 1951 AGVA Con- 
vention and the AGVA National Board with the following Objectives: 


3. Teo give the Outdoor Performer a place and a voice in the affairs of AGVA so 
he will enjoy self-determination in. the conduct of Outdoor affairs and the 
establishment of Outdoor Working Conditions, 


4. To work for the creati-:. of additional Gatien 
and te protect American performers from un 


ment for American performers, 
air alien competition. 


Chorus $10 


The usual initiation fees are principals $50, and chorus $25, 


Ade- 


HENRY DUNN 
Nat'l Ad’m Sec’y 


and on November 1, 1951, the initiation fee will be raised to 
$100 for principals and $50 for chorus. AGVA basic dues, as of 
November 1, 1951, are principals $36 and Chorus $24 per year. 
There is a $10 assessment to which all old and new members 
,are subject. You make take advantage 
whether you have never beer an AGVA member before, or if 
you are a delinquent member of AGVA. To indicate your in- 
terest in membership, fill out and mail in the coupon below. 
Please do not send any money. You will receive full informa- 
tion by return mail. 


of this concession 


Cut Out — Fill In — Mail to AGVA 








National Gutdeor Department American Guild of Variety Artists 
1697 Broadway, New York City, N. Y. 


I hereby apply for membership in the American Guild of Variety 
Artists, and designate the American Guild of Variety Artists as my 

bargaining representative in the Variety Field, and agree, 
if accepted, to abide by the Constitution, By-Laws, Rules and Rezu- 
lations of the American Guild of Variety Artists. 


collective 
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Wirtz’ Indpis, Arena 


Open to Henie—If 


Its Skeds Permit 


Indianapolis, Sept. 4 

Indianapolis Coliseum will be 
available to Sonja Henie for a 
rival ice show this year on “the 
same terms as Roy Rogers or any- 
body else,” management of the big | 
plant controlled by Arthur M.! 
Wirtz announced following reports 
that Miss Henie wou!d strike out 
for herself. “We're not mad at 
her,” they said. 

But catch is Coliseum will have 
mighty little time available for 
extended run attractions between 
hockey games on schedue until 


close of season late in spring. 


|with Sammy 


Time is cleared for Wirtz’s “Holly- | 


in late November 
and early December by sending 
hockey team on long road trip, but 
ice fans here probably would how] 
if it happened more than once a 
year. Moresver, hockey schedule 
for this season already is set. 

“Hollywood Ice Revue.” with 
Barbara Ann Scott featured in 
Miss Henie’s old spot, will open 
here Nov. 21. 


wood Ice Revue” 











| 


N. J. Riviera Production 
Into Roxy, N.Y., for 10G 


The production layout of the Ri- 


viera, Ft. Lee, N. J., has been pack- | 


aged for the Roxy Theatre, N. Y., 
to open Oct. 24 at $10,000. Unit 
will comprise the Will Mastin Trio, 
Davis, Jr., Nanci 
Crompton, Sherry Stevens, the 12- 
girl line and an opening act still to 
be added. Should another topper 
be signed, theatre will shell out 
the added salary. 

Riviera will close Oct. 21 for the 
season, thus precluding necessity 
of doubling. 

Roxy booker Sammy Rauch has 
frequently bought cafe productions 
for the theatre, notably the Copa- 
cabana, N. Y., floorshows. 

Riviera boniface Bill Miller is 
now dickering for Martha Raye to 


headline the spot’s closing show to / 


follow the run of Dick Haymes. 


10 More Indictments 
In Saratoga Probe 


Saratoga, N. Y., Sept. 4. 
Announcement was made 





additional men on gambling 
charges in connection with opera- 
tions at Riley's Lake House, Piping 


Rock, The Brook and ‘Smith's In- | 


terlaken. A 13-state general alarm 
was sent out by 
apprehend them. 

It was also revealed that a tele- 


type alarm had been dispatched | 


two weeks ago for John J. King, 
of Saratoga Springs, father of 
Gerard E. King, previously in- 


last | 
week (30) of the indictment of 10 | 


state police to | 


Renaldo-Carrillo Pull 
32G in Cincy 4-Dayer 


Cincinnati, Sept. 4. 
“Cisco Kid” rodeo, _ starring 
Duncan Renaldo and Leo Carrillo, 
drew an estimated $32,000 on after- 


Long Island’s Capri 
Tax-Seized by US. 


The Capri Beach Club, Long 
| Beach, N. Y., was taken over by the 
| U. S. Government late last week be- 
'eause of failure of the operators, |00n and night performances. for 
Dave Victorson and Nat Winston, to | four days ending yesterday (Mon.) 
pay $15,000 in back amusement ! at Crosley Field. Scale was 50c to 
taxes. Performers’ salaries, how- | $2 
ever, are covered by a bond posted | 
previously with the American Guild 





Take was a loser, according to 
promoter’s reported $40,000 nut. 


of Variety Artists, and union | Reaction by customers generally 
‘shelled out that coin yesterday | Was a letdown on advertised horde 
(Tues.). 1 |of cowboys and cowgirls, clowns, 


The Capri, an adjunct of the ca- | bronks and bulls, elephants and 
bana setup, operated by Simon circus and hillbilly acts, the latter 
Cohen, is run separately by Vic- | local. 
torson & Winston, who also oper- 


ate the Suburban Clu, Brooklyn. | ° : 
Bureau of Internal Revenue Ottawa Better Biz Bureau 


agents seized ali assets of the club, | Hits Exhibition’s Mid y 


stationed their men at cash regis- | 
Ottawa, Sept. 4. 


| ters. and supegvised all disburse- 
Several | Ottawa Better Business Bureau 


ments. Cafe had relied on week- 

ends almost exclusively. - : , : 

scr aaa camar ~ A oe P |is planning a biast against the Cen- 

rainy weekends, however, knocked | 1-4) Canada Exhibition Assn. in 
connection with alleged gyp games 


receipts below the break-even 
point. The spot had been using ne “ 4 
name talent throughout the sum- ote shows on the 1951 CCE mid- 
mer, + - ; , 
Capri closed Monday night (3) as|, BBB claims games were rigged 
previously scheduled. j}to milk the customers unfairly. Bu- 
’ |reau says it will ask CCE for a 
thorough investigation, with fair's 
g.m. H. H. McElroy quoted as say- 
jing he would welcome “anything 


. o - epee 
'Pelice-Liquor-Military 

na ; s \that would give Ottawa a better 
Mivions in 3-Way Prowl |midway next vear.” CCE presum- 
sq ably has not pacted the World of 
To Lux Up San Antonio iris, midway for the 1952, and 

San Antonio, Sept. 4. | will not until the Bureau’s com- 

The crackdown on local night | Plaints are settled satisfactorily. 
| spots is in full swing. While pub-| Besides gyp games, BBB also 


| lie attention here has been riveted |Claims midway carried indecent 
on the clash between the police |Shows and misleading tent-front 








\dicted as an alleged operator of 
| Newman's Lake House. The names 
| of two other persons were withheld 





Columbia Records 


KEN 
GRIFFIN 


CURRENTLY 
FOUR DUKES SUPPER CLUB 
Detroit, Michigan 


Direction: MILO STELT 
Mutual Entertainment Agency 
203 N. Wabash, Chicage 1, iil. 


LANDRE 
VERNA 


“America's Most Exciting 
Dance Team" 














at the request of special prosecutor | 
John M. Minton, appointed by 
Governor Dewey to conduct an 
investigation into illicit gambling | 
in Saratoga county and possible | 
political tieups. 

Those indicted on misdemeanor 
charges of conspiring to gamble 
and being common gamblers were 
listed by state police as: John 
McEwen and his brother, Edward 
McEwen, no address, charged with 
operating at Piping Rock; Gilbert | 
Outhwaite, no address, Riley's; | 


| Joseph P. Docley and Anthony N. | 


Padula, of Albany, and Allen R. 


| Bryden, of Stoney Brook, L. L, The | 


j “ ml 
sterdam, and William C. “Scotchy | which the police classify as “honky- 


Brook; Leo Grennan and Patrick 
J. Greenan this brother), of Sche- | 
nectady; William P. Cotter, of Am- | 


Morrison, of Albany, Smith's In- 
terlaken. 

The alarm message stated that 
Cotter was believed to be working 
at Palisades Amusement Park, 
Palisade, N. J. The indictments | 
covered years before 1950. Only | 


| below par. As a result, the liquor ! 


|against no less than 20 establish- 


and the Keyhole Club, the real 
|activity of the constabulary has 
been elsewhere. 

The viee squad, aided by a re- | 
inforced detachment of the liquor | 
control board, has been devoting 
its attention to a number of west | 
and east side resorts considered | 


board has quietly brought charges | 


ments in the past 10 days. Most | 
of the cases will end in permanent 


} suspension of liquor licenses. 


Police, armed forces and the 
state are working in close coopera- 
tion. The establishments under 
fire by the police reveal a three- 
point peace program outlined by 
the officers. 


If the police keep up at the rate; 
mean a} 


they are going, it will 
change in the habits of several 
hundred of the city’s 2.500 spots | 


tonks.” 


To stay in biz the operator must | 


promise to keep prostitutes and | 
drunks off the premises and co- | 


operate with local police in case tine. Proof that a real trouper can 


of stabbings, shootings or other 





gabbing. 





Emerson as Style Gabber 
Of Syracuse Aud. Teeoff 


ls Syracuse, N. Y., Sept. 4. 


Construction is being pushed on 
Onondaga County’s War Memor- 
ial Building to meet scheduled 
dedication ceremonies week of 
Sept. 9. 

New auditorium will be used for 
the Syracuse Post-Standard’s An- 
nual style show, beginning Sept. 


| 12, with Faye Emerson as spot- 
| light commentator. “Icecapades of 


1952,” sponsored by John H. Har- 


|ris, is booked for Sept. 20-26 as 
initial stage attraction. 






Night Club Reviews 


ms Continued from page 6 =—— 


Bar of Music. H’weoed 
ering the customers at the bar, 
and the very funny “Hello-from- 
Hollywood - to-all-of-you” rou- 





gement 


The Brook and Newman's, among 


CLUB LIDO the swank clubs, are now open. 
VENICE, The Brook presented a small floor- 
Italy show during August. 


The special grand jury is sched- 
uled to resume hearing witnesses 
lat Ballston Spa, Sept. 12. 


r——— RICHARDS AUCTION CO. 


Apopraisers-Llquidaters WA 2.2299 
535-37 Arch St., Philadelphia, Auctioneers 


Sale held Monday, Sept. 10 at 11 A. M. (D.S.T.) 


Complete Fixtures & Furnishings 


Thanks to HANS LEDERER and 
LEW ond LESLIE GRADE, Lrd., Inc. 











“The World Famous’’ 


CLICK NIGHT CLUB 


(Te be sold as an Entirety or in Part) 
ON THE PREMISES 


1526 MARKET ST., PHILA., PENNA. 


LONGEST BAR IN THE WORLD—3I2' Con- | REVOLVING STAGE AND CARPET—Ons of 
tinvews Bar, (Te be sold as an entirety or in| the largest automatic revolving show stages In 
parts.) Formica top. cold cathode lighted. 2) the Nation, complete with frent stage, 

Oval Murical Bars. 100 Leatheret stand and back drop. Approx. 


tess Steet Slant Face 
Drain Board 


« | plete . Outside 
caneples, aluminum eutside display stands, 10 
asserted com pressers. 

EQUIPMENT— 
ing lights, - 


BUILDING SUPFLIES—Walt 
lumber, ete. 16-5 gail. fire 


CHAIRS, TABLES & LOUNGES—500 assert- 
ed leather, uphetstered and bertwoed chairs. | 2” = 4” stringers, 
ae. 100 fermica a wood top stainises 

— A J .- phelstered lounges of 


OFFICE FURNITURE—Casirs, 
fovisters. 


Diebold safe (firepreef). 
* typewriters. 


Terme—Depesit requirod, 15%; Balance ash or certified check 
Open for Inspection Sept. 4th te Sth, 10 A.M. te 4 P.M. 


desks, 


plete powder room, dresc- large 
2 Electric National Cash fing cabinets, fire 











. kee For Further information Phene WA 23-2299 or WA 3-0585 cement! 


of AMERICA’S Largest Theatre RESTAURANT | 


police cases. 

| Police are especially watching 
|spots on which local army and 
,air force bases have received 
ij adverse reports, as well as those 
|from which frequent disturbance 
calls are received. 


PAGE-MITCHELL 346 





| MWKE. RIV. RECORD 


Milwaukee, Sept. 4. 
Patti Page-Guy Mitchell combo 
, bill at the Riverside Theatre here 
hit a mew record for house on stage- 
shows. Musical fare racked up sock 
| $34,963 last week. Previous top 
was $33,000, hit by Frankie Laine 
| last year. 
Riverside, booked by Charles 
| Hogan, is on spot schedule, but is 
, seeking more attractions to follow 
| Page-Mitchell presentation. 


Hadacol Tour Continues 
| Under New Syndicate 


| Syndicate now in control of 
| Hadacol, the patent medicine, will 
‘continue the one-night shows with 
expanded budgets. 

Syndicate, which took over Had- 
acol for a reported $8,000,000 (first 
given as $10,000,000), is headed by 
New York -attorney Asher Lans. 
Proceeds will go to the Tobey 
Maltz foundation, of which Dr. 
Maxwell Maltz, a plastic surgeon, 
is medical director. Maltz stated 





mother, who died of cancer, will 


various medical research programs. 
Some of the money will be devoted 
to the foundation's work in wound 
healing. 

Louisiana State Senator Dudley 


acol firm, 
of sales and publicity at a reputed 
annual~salary of $100,000 plus 
bonuses. ; 





that the foundation, named for his | Lewis. 


receive funds from the license for 


J. Lesianc, who founded the Had-| with 
1 continue as director 


| take it was the acknowl 
‘of Blake's artistry by Bette Davis, 
accompanied to the opener by 
i spouse Ga Merrill, who arose 
) and did a short takeoff on herself 
to prove how right Blake’s was. 
‘omedienne Helen Boice, who 
|} accompanies herself at the key- 
board, holds over, proving an o 
warm-up performer th su 
| more-than-slightly-blue chansons 
jas “Santa Monica,” “The Peas 
Kept Rolling Off His Knife,” “Ne 
One Gave the Bride Away” and 
“You Gotta Be Loved to Be 
Healthy.” Due piano team of Felix 
DeCola & Benno Rubinyi continue 
to please the payees with their 
between-acts interpretations of 
Chopin, Sarasate and whatnut, and 
| Johnnie David's combo provides 
| okay dance rhythms. Mike 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Sept. 4. 

Al Boerner, former icago 
manager who graduated here 
1938, in from N. Y. for general 
checkup, drew an all-clear and 
goes back to work. 

After a two-year session of faith- 
ful ozoning Jerry (Loew) Hornsby 
definitely beat the rap here and 
goes home to Newark. 

Carl Karoly, new guest and 
former commercial artist for War- 
ner Bros., in and cut of the 





en- 
eral hospital for operation, took it 
like a veteran and is back at the 


— resting in comfort. 

e Variety Club’s Will ers 
Hospital is going all-out on its lab- 
oratory exploits. Charles “Chick” 
, VC executive, stated that 
“no limit would be placed on the 
extent of trying to find a cure for 
tuberculosis and other diseases.” 
New a valued at about 
_— as been added to the hos- 


The Ben Weinbergs and the Carl 
Shafers motored in for a chat 
Lawrence (IATSE) Garber: 
ditto Charlie Kaufhold, who beat 
the rap here, in from Harris 





Schnoz Finally Gets 
Into Raincheck Class 
As 20,000 Storm CNE 


Toronto, Sept. 4. 

With heavy downpour cancelling 
the nightly Jimmy Durante show 
at the Canadian National Exhibi- 
tion here, some 20,000 ticket-hold- 
ers still had braved the three-hour 
rainstorm to catch the Friday (31) 
performance, but this too was call- 
ed off before the 24,000-seat grand- 
stand. 

Elwood Hughes, CNE g.m., told 
stubholders from the stage that 
their seat locations would be honor- 
ed at an extra performance on 
Monday (10) night. Out-of-own 
customers will get refunds by mail- 
ing in their stubs if unable to at- 
tend the emergency performance. 
(On heavy rain possibility, Durante 
and some other contracts call for 
two extra performances to be 
staged on two successive evenings 
following closing of CNE after 
| Sept. 8.) 





GAC’s Botwen to WA 


Bobby Botwen, formerly of Gen- 
eral Artists Corp. one-nighter de- 
| partment, has joined the Willard 
| Alexander agency to work in the 
act and band divisions. 

Another addition to the agency 
is Irving Dinker, who will work 
the video sector. 


SYRACUSE FAIR A 
with Olsen A Johnsen fl 
Opesing August 3! 





American R WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
TAVEL-MAROUANI AGENCY, PARIS 


?  DOLINOFFS 


and Raya Sisters 


“DANCING DOLL-USIONS” 


Opening 
CAPITOL THEATRE 
WASHINGTON, D. Cc. 
SEPTEMBER 13 
Personal Management 
THE WILSON AGENCY 
Phil GRAE—Phil COSCIA 
1501 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
———— 
Grant’s Riviera 
RESTAURANT AND GAR 
158 W. 44 St. New Yerk LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWSBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST *| 
MONDAY NIGHTS 
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Borschters Hit 


Highway Snarls 
In $ Downbeat 


The Labor Day weekend disap- | 
pointed the borscht belt hotels in 
New York State. Although spots! 
of the calibre of Grossinger’s, at | 
Ferndale, and the Concord, Kia-| 
mesha Lake, were filled, the ma- 
icrity of the inns didn’t do so well 


Attendance was good the first two 
days, but on Sunday (2) there were 
many early checkouts because of 
the weather. 


However, the mountain innkeep- 
ers are planning ahead. The ma- 
jor drawback to their business, 
they say, is the bad traffic setup 
on Route 17, major artery leading 
into the vacation area. Opening 
campaign was fired this week when 
Charlie Rapp, N. Y. borscht belt 
booker, took ads in the Liberty, 
N. Y., papers, denouncing condi- 
tions on that highway. Ad called 
the road “a killer.” During the 
summer an accident there took 
several lives, and there were fre- 
quent mishaps that delayed traffic. 


The hill-country hostels point to 
the delays around Monroe, Tuxedo 
Park and Sloatsburg where traffic 
is delayed interminably. Ordinar- 
ily the ride from New York to 
Monticello and Liberty should take 
no more than four hours, but with 
current traffic conditions, it’s im- 
possible to negotiate the distance 
in less than six or seven hours 
Another factor is the poor train 
service to the area, leaving the 
only way open by bus and auto. 

The mountain men hope that the 
fatalities this season will result in 
some action to correct these cendi- 
tions. They are pressuring local of- 
ficials and the State Legislature for 
appropriations to expand the road 
and eliminate bottlenecks in those 
areas. 














COMEDY MATERIAL 
For aa Branches of Theatricals 


vason's FUN-MASTER 


OLason’s 
“THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE” 
© en Ie eee eee e 
(Seld in Sequente © 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 ty FoR $10 
ALL 35 FILES FOR ONLY $25 


@ 3 Bks. rat bone, book $15 
: minsr Ret ocer 4 
4 BLACKO our” BxKs.. 333 ¢ 
how TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
‘ret $2.00 


issue), 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCL 
OF GAGS, $256. Oy : Weoee 





PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St.. New York 19 Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 


GALI GALI 


Currently 


EMPIRE THEATRE 
SHEPHERD'S BUSH 
LONDON, ENG. 
Represented By 
EDDIE ELKORT 
LEW and LESLIE GRADE, LID. 
250 W. 57th Se. 235 Regent St, 
New York lender, W1 

















Ottawa Standishall Back 
In Action After Blaze 


Ottawa, Sept. 4. 


Standishall is back in business 
again, having closed after a blaze 
that wiped out its Chinese Rcom 
and entire front section of the 
hotel-nitery. Circle Bar was open 
a few days after the fire, which 
broke into 10-day Louis Armstrong 

booking a month ago, and the 
| damaged Rainbow Room, Standish- 
| all's dancery, reopened (27) with 
|Norman Richardson's orch. 

Nitery biz reopens with Sarah 
| Vaughan booked into Rainbow 
|Room. Disk jockey Paul Allen 
|maintained his former Chinese 





.| Room airer from studio until he 


moved into Circle Bar, where he 
will remain until a new Chinese 
Room is built. 


West Coast’s Show Biz 
Bally Being Primed As 
Offset to A.C.’s Beauts 


Long Beach, Cal., Sept. 4. 


The Catalina Swim Suit Co., 
which was prominent in the Miss 
America contests in Atlantic City, 
until the educational, entertain- 
| ment and IQ aspects militated too 
;much against the fundamental s.a. 
pitch of the bathing beauty hoopla, 
is intent on building up the west 
coast as a summer showmanship 
stunt as offset to the Atlantic 
Ocean resort. This near-Los An- 
geies beach’'s bally next June-July 
will focus on a Miss Universe 
buildup where only curves, gams 
and looks, in bikinis or otherwise, 
wili be the prime lure. 

Universal-International Films is 
tied in with the Miss Universe 
|quest, as is Pan American. Air- 
ways, which will bring the beauts 
from abroad and the Latin coun- 
tries to Southern California. 
Far East is excluded because of 
preliminary conclusions from Jap- 
anese and kindred countries that it 
would be “futile to send any con- 
testants in light of the world un- 
rest.” 

The European imports will, natu- 
rally, be from the Western Powers, 
although there is no exclusion spe- 
cifically against Iron Curtain po- 
tentials. 

The Long Beach Chamber of 
Commerce, along with the Catalina 
swim suit peeple plan elaborate 
show biz supplements, from name 
bands to name vatude and ‘video 
personalities. The TV aspects are 
much to the fore in light of the 
cable’s functioning in expected full 
blast by next summer. 

Allantic City, meantime, as a 
counter-move, has brought over a 
Miss Sweden by air for this sum- 
mer’s competition and may win- 
dow-dress with other imports. 


A.C. Labor Day Above 
Par; Gals Take Over 


Atlantic City, Sept. 4. 
Following the seasonal trend, 
Labor Day here was above aver- 
age, making a final killing on the 
last weekend of the season. Warm 
weather helped the influx, and 
pleasant skies greeted visitors on 
Saturday and Sunday. Rain came 
Sunday night and Labor Day was 
overcast, with occasional showers, 

causing many to depart early. 
Despite this being Pageant 
Week, many spots are satisfied with 
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{ WHEN IN BOSTON 
it's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


) Avery & Washington Sts. 
| The Home of Show Folk 





shuttered or are operating with 
greatly reduced staffs. 
of summer families have quit the 
resort for their homes in nearby 
metropolitan areas where schools 
are ready to start. 

The Pageant will keep many 
without school ties cver. Girls 
started arriving Sunday (2) and 
all of the cross-country beauts are 
participating in the annua) parade, 
the largest of the year in the city, 
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t New Touring with 
SPIKE - JONES 


WORLD'S GREATEST COMEDIAN 
(lf the Wind Is Right) 
c/e IRVING CHARNOFF 









today (Tues.). 

Judging at Convention Hall 
starts tomorrow (Wed.) night, and 
continues until Saturday (8), when 
the new “Miss America” is se- 
lected. 

Other major attraction is the At- 
lantic City racetrack, which is hav- 
ing a season some 20% above any 
since opening six years ago. 

Conventions start coming in the 
middle of the month and listings 
are good through the fall months. 
Méanwhile, most spets have revert- 
ed or are reverting back to ovt-of- 
season status or have closed alto- 
gether. 

Steel Pier stays open but tapers 
down operations until mid-Septem- 


The } 


the season so far and have either 


Hundreds | ff} 


Israeli Oater 


Manchester, Eng., Aug. 28. 
Cowboy acts are popular in 
Israel. Booked to perform there is 
Lance King and his horse Gypsy, 
now in vaude at Oldham, near here. 
Act has September bookings in 
Israel and the Near East. 


Kid-Absent Matinees 
Slow Spike’s Pull In 
Det.; Cleve. B.0. Perks 


Detroit, Sept. 4. 
Poor matinee attendance is 
throwing a dampish blanket over 
the Fox Theatre’s two-a-day stage- 
film policy inaugurated Friday (31) 
by Spike Jones’ “Musical Depreci- 
ation” crew. As a result, there are 
indications the management may 
give preference from here on in to 
regular television performers. 
Dave Idzal, Fox managing direc- 
tor, said audiences for Jones’ per- 
| formances have been preponderant- 
ly adult. Usual matinee audience 
| of teen-agers and housewives has 
|not developed as expected. 
Idzal feels that if he can bring 
established TV performers to his 
stage, he'll reap the benefit of the 
exploitation values. 








7G Advance 
Cleveland, Sept. 4. 

Two-a-day show policy of re- 
served seats for Spike Jones’ ‘“Musi- 
cal Depreciation Revue,” opening 
Thursday (6) at the 3,300-capacity 
Palace, rang up an advance sale of 
about $7,000 a week before the 
band’s opening. 

“Mark of the Renegade” will be 
the picture linked with Spike, who 
will do three Saturday and Sunday 
performances at $1.50 top. Gate is 
| being hiked to $2.40 Sept. 12 for 
theatre’s televised Robinson-Tur- 
pin fight, scheduled to go on after 
Jones’ evening show. 

It will be his first two-a-day ap- 
pearance on the RKO chain, and 
also marks the house’s first experi- 
; ment with reserved seats since 
1926, when it discontinued Keith- 
Albee “bigtime” vaude to go into 
a grind policy. 





Balt. Burley’s Bow 
Baltimore, Sept. 4. 
The Gayety, local burlesque 
landmark, opened here last week 
with policy of travelling names on 
a three-a-day basis under direction 
of J. J. Pearlstein. 
Billy Wallace and Frank Silk 
plus stripper Winnie Garrett pro- 
vided the teeoff bill, which drew 
good b.o. Gus Flaig is producing. 
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Hub’s LQ Leads Autumn Harvest 


Via Tucker; 


Boston, Sept. 4. 


Hub nightlife gets a shut in the 
this week when the Latin 
Quarter tees off the season with 
Sophie Tucker in for 10 days, fol- 
for a 
LQ shuttered in early 
June, and as far as can be deter- 
mined now, will be the only Hub 
spot playing top names this season, 
with the Copley Plaza’s Oval Room, 
which dropped floorshows for the 
summer, figuring on continuing its 


arm 


lowed by “Minsky’s Follies” 
two-weeker. 


present policy. 


Oval Room in the past featured 
Car! 
Brisson, Kay Thompson, Rudy Val- 


such names as Hildegarde, 


Others Set Lineups 


lee, Evelyn Knight, et al., shutter- 
ing for the summer months. This 
year the management inaugurated 
a new policy, staying open during 
the hot weather for dining and 
dancing, but dropping the floor- 
shows and cover charge, with re- 
sult that room had a financially 
okay summer. Harry Marshard 
orch bows into the room Sept. 12, 
and informal entertainment will be 
furnished by featured sidemen 
with a femme thrush also grabbing 
the spotlight. 


As for the rest of the town, the 
Circus Room in the Hotel Bradford, 
one of the few spots which com- 





Minn. State Fair Gates 
Rack $1,200,000 Score; . 


Strip Tops 2306 Midway 


Minneapolis, Sept. 4. 
The really “big business” 


showdom is the State Fair, if the 


figures of the Minnesota exposition 
are a criterion. 


Including the midway gross, and 


gate and grandstand admissions, 


the 10-day fair here racked up 


$1,200,000. The total take of the 
midway alone (Royal American 
Shows), including shows, rides and 
concessions, was approximately 


$230,000 for the run. A State Fair 
survey revealed that as many of the 
silo boys made a beeline for the 
carnival’s femme revue, featuring 
stripper Yvette, the outfit’s follow- 
up on Sally Rand and Gypsy Rose 
Lee, as hied themselves tv the live- 
stock pavilion and other aggie ex- 
hibits. And they freely ponied up 
75¢ a throw to lamp the cuties. 
“The soil tillers apparently feel 
they know pretty much all there is 


to know about agriculture, but can | 


still learn plenty about girls,” rea- 

soned Carl J. Seldmayr, Royal | 

American owner for more than 30 CURRENTLY 
years. “I have a hunch, too, that | IN LAS VEGAS 
most of the farm boys find the love- WITH 

lies even more interesting than the 

livestock on display. To accommo- FRANK 
date the crowds, we give as many 

as nine performances a day. At SINATRA 


every stand our girl show continues 
to outdraw all of our other numer- 
ous attractions. It not only looks 
as theugh sex is here to stay, but 
is becoming more firmly entrenched 





all the time.” 


























ber, when its winter poiicy will be 
announced, . ' 








bines floorshows and customer 
dancing to stay open this summer, 
will . ontinue its policy of medium- 
budgeted shows along with Blin- 
strub’s Village. Latter resumed 
show policy yesterday (Mon.) and 
Steuben’s reopens Thurs. (6). The 
Showbar, featuring continuous en- 
fertainment, sans customer terping, 


of 7 remained open during the summer 


and continued to pull staunch biz. 


Jazz bistros, the Savoy and the 
Hi-Hat, also reopened over the 
weekend, and George Wein’s Story- 
ville, which has been operating in 
Marblichead during the summer, 
returns to the Hotel Buckminster 
this week, teeing off with George 
Shearing. 





Plane Stunters Killed 


Minneapolis, Sept. 4. 

Carl Ferris, stunt pilot, and Kit- 
tie Middleton, wing rider, were 
killed yesterday (Mon.) when their 
plane crashed in front of the grand- 
stand before 26,000 spectators at 
Minnesota State Fair. 

It was their final performance of 
the 10-day stand. 


JAY MARSHALL 











end the Atomic Bomb 


Mgt.: MARK J. LEDDY 
Leon Newman 














America's New EXCITING Young Dancers 


THE CABOTS 





Currently 


| — CASA SEVILLE 


New York 
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VAUGHN MONROE 
CAVALCADE OF BANDS 


Opening Sept. 20th 


PALMER HOUSE 


Chicago 
. 


TV APPEARANCES 
LUCKY STRIKE 


STOP THE MUSIC 








218 West 


Exclusive Management 


HERBERT MARKS AGENCY 
NEW YORK 


MIAMi BEACH 


49th St. 600 Lincoln Rd. Bidg. 
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N. Y. ane 
Jan Murray, Toni Arden, 
Malone, Pryde & Day, Elliot Law-" 
rence Orch; “His Kind of Wom-' 
an” (RKO) reviewed in VaARiETy 
July 18, '51. 








Current stage layout at the 
Paramount adds up to solid enter- 
tainment with four ace turns | 
framed in a snappily paced and 
neatly varied session. Further 

inting up video's potential for 
building marquee names, Ray 
Malone, from the “Broadway Open 
House” show, scores handily in a 
fancy terping routine. He's re- 
viewed in New Acts. 

Returning for another one of his 

riodic stands at this house, Jan 

urray tops the bill with his regu- 
lar comedy routine. Although only 
a couple of new lines have been | 
added to his repertory since last | 
appearing here, Murray socks over 
his material with a sharp edge 
that maintains its fresh impact. 
He's an expert clown who knows 
how to reverse his field between a 
hoked-up vocal and fast throwaway 
of a gag. His extended “Laugh, 
Clown, Laugh” number, with its 
numerous time-outs for incidental 
chatter and berating of the orch, 
still registers heavily. His closing 
pitch before the Labor Day week- 
end for careful driving on the 
roadways adds up to good show- 
manship. 

In the vocal departmert, Toni 
Arden delivers a brace of numbers 
with a bravura style. The quality 
of her pipes is undeniable and she 
works her range to the utmost, 
from a rhythmic brassiness to a 
lyrical sweetness. At times, she 
seems to pour on the _ stylistic 
flourishes too heavily, especially 





on her “Come Back to Sorrento,” | 


but she’s commercial all the way. 
Her rendition of “Too Young” is 
tops. 

Pryde & Day, as the opening 
turn, click with their adroit jug- 
giing routine. Duo negotiate a 
series of nifty stunts with 10-pins 
and rubber balls while maintaining 
a light comedy flavor to their op- 
erations. Their pyramid trick, 
with both juggling balls while she's 
standing on his shoulders, gets 
them a soiid mitting payoff. 

_ Elliot Lawrence's crew, compris- 
ing seven brass, six reed and three 
rhyhtm, cuts th. show sharply, the 
band flashing a driving instru- 
mental style. 
rent show has 


apparently pre- 


cluded spotting the band beyond | 


the curtain-raiser. Herm. 





Empire, London 
Longon, Aug. 28. 


Empire Girls (24), Empire 
Ballet (20), Choral Ensemble 
(12), The Four Furres, Jackie 


Hunter, The Three Wilkes, Bill 
Hurley, George Melachrino Orch; 
An American in Paris” (M-G}. 





wien 4 Se in the ver- 
ility of Empire's eshow pr 
ducer Nat cele. = as 

Despite this being his 24th ef- 
fort, Karson still reveals new ideas 
and novelties; and he stil] man- 
ages to unearth new acts, in spite 
of having to face strong opposition 
from Val Parnell at the Pal'adium. 
This week's production is aptly 
titled “Festival,” second edition of 
a previous show. 

Backgrounded by quick glimpse 
of massive plane, with fadeout re- 
vealing the 24 Empire gals, best 
troupe in town, in some fine pre- 
cision steps, fronted by panorama 
of Festival setting. 

Scene fades out to Music Pavil- 
ion, with George Melachrino and 
his symphony orch giving out with 


medley of songs, including “Cruis- naves (2), Hal Sands’ Dancers (5), | the Berle parcel in Gotham, have 


ing Down the River.” with Bill 
Hurley topping with “Paper Doll” 
and “Good Night Sweetheart” to 
good returns. Boy has personality 
and fair pipes and, with a little 
more experience, should go places. 
As is, can front for any nitery 
band. 

With Fun Fair setting, the Three 
Wilkes (two men) are Continental 
horizontal bar offering of the reg- 
ulation type, with one man sup- 
plying the comedy and the other 
doing most of the hard work, which 


comprises several vaults and 
swings from bar to bar. Gal is in 
for flash. 


The Empire Ballet, comprising 
a cast of eight principals, is held 
over from the May show, and is 
worthy of repeat. 


This is followed by the Four | Brought back, she chirps “Brown | gets 


Furres (two men) in series of chair 
stunts, with best trick being the 
youthful member of the team bal- 
ancing atop six chairs. 


Jackie unter, a radio and 


vaude name, puts over some good | joys nonsense of the Kemmys, duo ances ever seen here 
impreshes of various cops regulat- | whose stuff centers around a hat. | 
ing traffic, a couple of stories, | Artie Dann, who emcees show, fol- ,two vocal efforts are capably done, 
laughs, and closing | lows Miss Clooney, proving a good ' but for the most part sh 


which scored 
with ooennee Gamers. helped by 
stooge in the pit. 

Show climaxes with “Chan 
of the Guard” scene, usine Eric 
Coates’ theme of the same name, 


with s in tinsel attire and rea- 
at tasunhe of 


ect. 

Karson is not overdoing the bal-  ;3) orwoed 
let stuff, so as not to clash with Shoda, Carol L 
current Metro pic attraction, An | Roxyettes & 

Judging by turnout, which was_ Oreh:; SE norte Talk 
practically capacity on morning | (909th), reviewed in V x Aug. 
show, pic and show are good for 22, 51. ARIET 
five to six weeks. Rege. 












| After the excitement caused by 


Earle, Philly | Milton Berle’s appearance at this 





'theatre, nearly anything that 
follows would be a letdown. Yet | 
he current display is entirel 


: s.| factory as the A. J. Balaban-Sammy 
ers, Piano Red, Conway & Parks. Rauch combine has chosen to ac- 


Sammy Hinds, Frank Juele’s House ’ 
es (16): “Fugitive Lady” (Rep). centuate production. 
—— | Arthur Knorr has hana ey a gay | 

rle relights for well-bal- | atmosphere; costuming and routin-| 

-! pond that comprises most | ing are lively enough to keep the | 
of the currently pop ingredients of | customers interested throughout; 
stage fare. Illinois Jacquet and | again the ice section is integrated | 
his expert septet take care of the | into the rest of the proceedings | 


Philadelphia, Sept. 1. 
IUinois Jacquet Orch (8). 
Savannah Churchill & Four Strid- 


satis- |< 


Length of the cur- | 


hot jazz department, while Savan-| so that the combined flash has 
greater impact. 

With the heavy ballyhoo on the 
film, “People Will Talk,” the stage- 
show looks Vike it’s been de- 
emphasized budgetwise. But with 
the presence of Frank Fontaine, | 
there's a degree of name value. ' 
Fontaine, who registered hand- 
| somely on video initially, and who 
went on with Jack Benny to be- 
come known nationally, is a funny 
| citizen. His sweepstakes winner | 
characterization is his best known 
staple and a rewarding bit of | 
bumor. Fontaine at times weakens | 
this bit with injections of gags 
not in keeping with the character, 
bt on the whole it's strong enough 
|} to get him a couple of earned re-| 
|ealls. His gallery of impressions | 
is well done. His subjects are | 
fitted into the framework of an’ 
| Arthur Godfrey show, and he gives | 
his impressions a_ great deal of 
fidelity. j 

Other major act on the boards | 
is Jerry Murad’s Harmonicats. This | 
mouth-organ trio is a showy group. | 
skilled at extracting melody and | 
applause out of these instruments. 
They hit jackpot mittings with 
“Galloping Comedians,” a boogie 
tune and the inevitable “Peg O' 
My Heart.” 


The nautical production hits an 
excellent stride with good forma-| 
tions and lively terpings. Norwood | 
Smith baritones “David and Bath- | 
sheba” authoritatively. His back- 
ground is enriched by a guitar in| 
the Paul Ash orch, and net effect 
is good. 


| nah Churchill with the backing of a- 


new quartet scores a minor tri- 
' umph. 
Show opens with Frank Juele’s 
pit band mounted on stage and a 
fast team of steppers to kick it off. 
,Conway & Parks, a pair of eccen- 
tric terpers, always register steam 
| with their footwork, no matter how 
lukewarm their songs and the pat- 
ter may be. Their jitterbug dance 
: routine is a solid getaway. 
' The Earle revue has no emcee 
‘and each act introduces the next 
: turn. 
down keyboarding and backroom 
ballads. Sample chant is “I Got 
‘the Right String, But the Wrong 
| Yo Yo.” Keyboarder works with 
backing of his own drums and bass. 
| Numbers are in the rhythm blues 
category and the lyrics are far 
|from subtle; act would probably 
| be much stronger in a cafe than in 
big auditorium. Reception at the 
Earle was only fair. 
Sammy Hinds offers an okay 
ventro act, with his dummy “Ed- 


die.” Hinds compensates for run- 
| of-the-mill patter by singing a duct 
with the dummy, “I Can't Give 


You Anything But Love,” that real- 
ly breaks up the house. 

The Four Striders and Savannah 
Churchill are a happy combination. 
|The quartet shows the star to ad- 
vantage (Miss Churchill has never 
looked or sounded better than she 
does in this Earle show) and the 
boys possess some qualities on 
their own. They are young and 
from the top tenor to the bass they 
have a wide range. 

Miss Churchill and the boys 
open with “You're Just in Love” 


Piano Red follows with low- | 


with the comic earn him a fine 


.' mitt. 
On to tee oe 
i A t be with Sid Gary. He 


shows off an excellent v in 


Ash | warbling “Old Man River,” but it 


impresses as a bit too slow to keep 
show's pace. His vocal carbons of 
Downey and Jolson, however, are 
high spots, as is his closer, a biack- 
face duet with Berle. Rotund 
singer Fatso Marco is a_ fine 
opener, and virtually brings down 
the house with powerhouse treat- 


ments of “Sweet Lorraine,” 
‘Changes Made,” and “Sunny 
| Side.” Stooge Stan Ross carries 


| off his quickie “I'm With You” 


business to plenty of chortles. 

It behooves to admit that it’s all 
Berle, despite the generally high 
calibre of the other turns. He's 
never offstage, of course. His 
carping at the house orch, the 
stage crew and the electricians is 
not te his credit, nor is it very) 
wise to stalk into the aisles and! 
angrily yank an annoying camera. 
out of a teen-ager’s hands. It's 
not funny, but by virtue of his 
comic genius it can almost be over- 
looked. 

Carl Sands, subbing for Louis 
Basil, does a commendable job 
backstopping. And the Texaco 
Men. appearing only briefly, are 
solid in the leadoff spot. Mel, 


Apollo, N. Y. 

Billy Eckstine;> Bobby Tucker, 
Buddy De Franco Orch (14), with 
Pat Collins; Son & Sonny, Bobby | 
Jule, Harold King, Spider Bruce | 
(3); “Return of the Vampire” | 
(Col). 





The return of Billy Eckstine to 
his annual Harlem date is an event 
of considerable boxoffice impor- 
tance to the Apollo. The Frank | 
Schiffman house is able to snag 
the majority of the important Ne- 
gro headliners for one appearance 
yearly at this Harlem vaudfilm 
flagship. Many attractions feel an 
obligation to play a date here. 

It's a house that nurtured and 
encouraged Soaping talent when 
they meant nothing more than just | 
an act. The obligation is feeling | 


heightened by a headliner's feeling 
of respons'bility to the Negro com- 
munity, and to help keep the house 
open as a Harlem outlet for em- 
ployment of vaude performers. 
Many play this house at consider- | 
ably less than that which could be | 


ed & Flo ae OG 
Ted & . 

mans (2), Gillette & Richards, 
Betty cure, Sharkey the Seal, De- 
Lage & ley, Roger , The 
Caribbeans (3), Tim H & 
Don Saxon, The Del Mars (2), 
Don Albert House Orch; “Passage 
West” (Par), reviewed in VARIETY 
May 30, ’51. 





This is about as nicely balanced 
a bill as has been Palaced for some 
time. It moves along smoothly 
sans benefit of a sock turn. 

Opening baton tossing of Ted & 
Flo Vallett is a clicko warmer- 
upper. Feature speed and flash in 
their twirling and juggling flavor- 
ed with acro work. 

The Workmans are a neat-look- 
| ing couple who please with trum- 
\‘pet, cowbells and extraction of 
tunes from glass tumblers. Supply 
comedy motif via melody race with 
orch on the belis plus Spike Jones- 
ish rubber-pipe contraction. 

Mark Huling’s Sharkey the Seal 
is surefire on any stage. Flipper 
does everything in the book, top- 
ping with “River Shannon” on 
bells after terrific balancing and 
carrying stints. 

The orthodox magico repertoire 
of DeLage & Shirley is set off by 
polish and showmanship. Their 
dollhouse swerdbox and _ trunk 
stunts are well-wrought standards 
which earn ample rewards. 

Roger Ray's fast patter, ae 
of pit maestro Don Albert, an 





| suspenseful! delay of xylo hammer- 


ing provide many a laugh. The 
guy is a natural comic whose in- 
strument functions as an ever- 
present prop. He’s not too bad at 
the knockabouts, either. 

Tim Herbert & Don Saxon, next- 
to-closing, are irrepressible cut- 
ups, with Herbert supplying na- 
tionality characterizations and 
Saxon a fine foil for his skinny 
partner's eccentrantics. They're in 
there pitching with fight pix arsl 
“Dapper Dan” song-and-dance 
takeoffs. 

Reviewed under New Acts are 
Gillette & Richards, comics; Betty 


Clark, blind singer; the Carib- 
beans, dance trio, and the Del 
Mars, gymnasts. Trau. 





Palladium, Londen 
London, Aug. 28. 
Jack Carson, with Three Honey 
Bros., Marion Colby and Tommy 
Wells, Deep River Boys (5), Hall, 


|obtained in the downtown deiux- | Norman & Ladd, Christine & Moll, 


Arnold Shoda does a bit of! ers, although it must be noted that Clifford Stanton, The Rosinas (2), 


dramatic terping to ‘“Malaguena’ jan appearance here doesn’t affect 


and follow it with her latest re- | to diminish his tetal effect. There's | 
cording, “I Don’t Believe in To-| appreciable picku during the 
morrow.” Then come “Wedding | lighter passages wherein the mu- 
Bells Are Breaking Up That Old | sic permits him to pick up speed 
Gang of Mine” and the number | and get in some of the tricks which 
that has virtually been identified | Roxy customers go for. He walks 


| with Miss Churchill, “Time Out 
| For Tears.” They close with the 
jumpy “Route 66” and get off with 
the customers still yelling for the 
star’s “I Want To Be Loved.” 
The sock registering of the sing- 

ing group leaves Illinois Jacquet 
and his combo in an anti-climactic 
spot for the show's close. The 
hard-driving saxophonist soon picks 
it up, however, and his rhythmic 
group cuts loose, solo and in uni- 
| son, on such items as “All of Me” 
| and “Baby, Don't You Go Away 
|Mad.” In addition te Jacquet’s 
| opening medley on the sax, another 
| sock reception is accorded Jo Jones 

in his solo flight on the drums. The 
|session winds up with “Flying 

ome,” the Jacquet version of 

which has more sustained excite- 

ment than any in the books. 
i Gagh. 


@ 





Steel Pier. A. C. 
(MUSIC HALL) 
Atlantic City, Aug. 29. 

Rosemary Clooney The Ville- 


|The Kemmys (2), Artie Dann, 


| House Orch (10); “This’Is Ko- 


'rea” (Rep). 





Rosemary Cleofey, who got her 
| start on this pier four years ago 
| when she and her sister Betty au- 
ditioned fully for vocalists with 
Tony Pastor’s band, tops stageshow 
| in the Musie Hall this week. 
__ Her top platter, “Come on-A My 
House,” is saved for last, begging 
off at its conclusion. 

Making for more than an eye- 
ful in a white strapless evening 
gown, Miss Clooney’s numbers are 
well geared for summer audience. 
,“Taking a Chance On Love.” her 
opener, starts her well. She fol- 
lows with “Mixed Emotions,” and 
then “The Lady Is a Tramp.” 





Eyes.” 

The Villenaves, bike act in open- 
ing slot is okay, with boy and girl 
doing nice sone on the two-wheel- 
| ers and unicycles. Audience cen- 





| laugh-getter a his stint. 
| Last spot on bili brings on Hal 


ng | Sands Dancers, three girls and two plement each other neatly. 


boys, who offer Javanese andC -an 
| numbers, both well done. Walk, 


off to a fiine mitt. 


| Carol Lynne similarly makes a 
|mark on the rink. She opens in 
|tandem with John Walsh, but short- 
lly a ard goes solo for fancy 
maneuvers which provide the show 
with a strong closer. Jose. 


Chieageo, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 31. 

Milton Berle, Dagmar, Sid Gary, 
Leonard Sues, Fatso Marco, Texaco 
,Men (4), Magid Triplets, Louis 
| Basil Orch; “Rich, Young and 
| Pretty” (MG). 
’ 











Question of who will break the 


Chicago Theatre house record is 
| the big trade subject this week. 
Judging from the mob on the! 
| sidewalks opening day (31) in 95- | 
|degree heat, Milton Berie could | 
| well chastise current holders, Mar- | 
tin & Lewis. Only drawback is 
|the length of the flick, which is 
| keepin the comic down to six-a- 
day schedule. Cristianis, part of 


'been dropped here to recoup the 
time. 

Entire package, amply led” by 
| ar, is in at a straight 50-50 
= with the management from 
initial buck. “It’s my financial 
| pleasure to be here,” he quips. 
| And though .the comic may fall 
short of the ‘house mark, it’s still 
a tae be his pleasure upwards of 


Remarkable about Berle is his 
|combined drawing power with the 
juves. Mites barely old enough 
| to walk unleash salvo after salvo 
of “Uncle Miltie.” They huddle 
| around the pit as though he were 
Santa Claus; his influence, how- 
|ever, may not be as healthy. He 
|swishes, offensively grabs the 
male performers and all but for- 
at Dagmar’s supposed to be 
|a dumb femme and not the phe- 
/nom she is. the plus side, he 
| sings; he jollies the patrons; he 
| dances; he crawls in the aisles. It's 
, one of the most vigorous perform- 


Dagmar doesn't disappoint. Her 


e@ serves 
_as a foil for the comedian. Berle 


_and trumpeter Leonard Sues com- 
Sues 
/is an ingratiating tad and his 





j splendid tooting and fast rapport; 


the gate at the plushier spots. 


Eckstine’s draw is excellent, and 
it’s neted that this house gets more 
than, its usual share of ofay cus- 
tomers during his stint. His pipings 
have tremendous warmth and pow- 
er. There’s the sexy quality that 
pulls the kids, and adult interpre- 
tations that please the mature 
members of the audience. He's al- 
lotted six numbers which mix bal- 
lads and rhythms. It’s the former 
that gets the maximum response. 

Six strin five fiddles and a 
cello are a to the Buddy De 
Franco orch during Eckstine’s ap- 
pearance only. Eckstine also car- 


The Mengadors (2), The Palladinm 
Girls (16), Woolf Phillips’ Sky- 
rockets Orch. 





London Palladium bill measures 
up well to its predecessors. With 
Jack Carson and gang, newcom- 
ers, topping; The Deep River 
Boys, in their third return, and 
newcomers Christine & Moll, 
there is enough diversified talent 
to more than satisfy the regular 
clientele. 

Opening the program, the niftly 
attired Pailadium Girls in stereo- 
typed routine give way to the 
Rosinas, man-woman _ aerialists. 
Plenty of thrills here, with man 


ries his own conductor, Bobby | atop a enpene holding a portable 
Tucker. During show caught, | bar on which the femme performs 
there wasn’t the necessary integra- | Series of tions, some breath- 


tion between the strings and the 
rest of the crew. There obvicusly 
should have been more rehearsal 
so that the catgut could have got- 
ten the prominence that -would 
further enhance Eckstine’s efforts. 
This failing, however, didn’t dimin- 
ish the overall response to the 
singer. 

The De Franco crew is making 
its first Apollo appearance. It's a 
Caucasian crew that's well versed 
in the kind of musical fare that’s 
popular at this house. The instru- 
mentation of five reeds, an equal 
number of brasses and a trio of 
rhythms, with De Franco showing 
virtuosity at the clarinet, makes 
for a lively brand of music. Maes- 
tro shows some good interpreta- 
tions of varied tunes and his fod- 
der gets a good reception. Blonde 
songstress Pat Collins gets across 
her single tune, “Because of You.” 

The surrounding act lineup does 
very well. Sona Sonny hit the 
mark with their hoofing. They have 
a fine approach to their work with 
some llet influences shown. 
They work out some clean cleats 
and show a few tricks that give 
them midterm applause. 

Harold King, a youngish vet at 
terping on roller skates, has a set 
of gvod routines. He has an easy 
style with a lot of slithering move- 
ments that get applause. Topper 
is a session of terping on a ta 
top while blindfolded, which is a 
good sapplause-getting item. 

Sole ofay act on the layout is 
juggler Bobby Jule, a _ clever 
youngster who has a lot of comedic 
designs in his manipulations. He 
works smoothly, has some good 
jugeli patterns and a pleasant 


personality. 
Spider Bruce does the comedy 
skit this week with Vivian & Ray 





assisting. As usual, it gets — 
‘Ya atu. ‘ ose, 


holding. ct is ideal circus stuff. 

Clifford Stanton features politi- 
co takeoffs; some of which are 
realistic, especialy the Prime 
Minister and Herbert Morrison. 
Of the stage personalities, the best 
was impresh of Robert Newton as 
Long John Silver in “Treasure 
Island.” He sheuld delete the late 
Billy Bennett, which, although 
well done, is too sad for those 
who still remember him. 

Newcomers Christine & Moll, 
who have played America, are 
novel. Open with gal dressed as 
shoeshine urchin and Moll doing 
some fine stepping atop the shine 
box. Then both perform some in- 
tricate rhythmic steps, with Moll’s 
finger snapping giving realistic 
sounding taps. Gal's ballet work 
reveals her as having mastered 
the technique. 

Hall, Norman & Ladd are com- 
paratively new team. Norman was 
originally American Norman Bart- 
lett of the Three Admirals. Act 
specializes in comedy music. Ag- 
gregation — cello, fiddle 
and guitar. ys’ straight pans 
are great asset to their antics. 
Doubling from Val Parnell and 
Bernard Delfont’s “Folies” show 
at the London Hippodrome, they 
are still novel enough to garner 
big hand. 

p River Boys are favorites 
here. They come on to recep- 
tion and immediately get cracking 
with “Hallelujah” “Tco 
Young.” Then go into their semi- 
spiritual, “Sha .” identified 
with them since their first visit 
here. Follow with “Get Up Those 

rs,” and insistent applause 
brings them back for “Little Eyes, 
I Love You.” As a pai 
sing “May the Good K 
You.” Boys finally had to beg_off. 
Carter W who replaced Jim- 


‘Continued on page 65) 
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Unit Reviews 3 


Heliday on lee 
(MUNICIPAL AUD.) 
Kansas City, Sept. 1. 

Ice Skating revue in two acts 
presented by Heliday on Ice 
Shows, Inc. produced by Russell 
Markert: choreo¢raphy, Dolores 
Pallet, Rudy Richards; costumes 
designed by Billy Livingston; set- 
tings, James Marcom; orchestra- 
tions, Paul Summey; special mu- 
sic, Dolores Pallet; lighting, Doug 
Morris; musical director, Carmen 
Nappo; vocalist-m.c., Arno Bennett; 
vocalist, Jacquie Hallquist. Present- 
ed at the Municipal Auditorium by 


John Antonello booking office, 
Aug. 31-Sept. 7. : 
Cast: Joan Hyldoft, Michael 


Meehan, Jinx Clark, Rudy Rich- 
ards, Joan, Mae & Leo Freisinger, 
Bobby May, Paul Andre, Harvey 
Weber & Gene Leff, Genevieve 


Norris & Bob Payne, Phil Hiser, Gil | 
& Tuffy McKellen, Jackie Grant, 


Glamour Icers (24), Ice Squires 


(8). 





“Holiday on Ice” is the first 
sizable show of the season to hit 
town, It's the only ice unit to play 
the big downtown Municipal Audi- 


torium, doing so with its own ice) 


equipment. Date here is an early 
one in the season, running into 
some competition from the locally- 
sponsored outdoor Starlight The- 
atre’s final week. F.eiday night 431) 
opening was moderately good with 
a house of 3,500 at $3 top, and unit 
is certain to build as its color and 
movement spur word of mouth. 

More compact than other icers to 
play here, “Holiday” packs a Ca- 
pable roster of figure and rhythm 
skaters, comedians and vaude 
turns. Coupled with these are lav- 
ish costuming and the production 
know-how of Russell 
Show is eye-filling from start to 
finish, and hits a number of en- 
tertainment peaks. : 
few draggy moments near opening, 
it is 
lively near close. Markert and his 
staff also have given the show un- 
usual flash, without resort to the 
usual tricks of lighting, achieving 
their effect through the colorful 
costuming and pace of the per- 
formers. 

Opening production number is 
“Hi, Neighbor!” done t 
square dance theme and parading 
the line in western togs. “Put- 
tin’ on the Dog” features Jackie 
Grant and Leo Freisinger in a 
round of acrobatic figure work, 
and Mickey Meehan has his first 
turn at ballet figures in a solo 
spot. Genevieve Norris & Bob 


Payne head 7 Se “Dreams Ago” | 


number, exhi ong oor smooth 
waltz routine. e McKellens 
team with Phil Hiser for bit of 
comedy acroantics, and give way 
to “Red Sombrero,” flash produc- 
tion effectively wound up by Mee- 
han as the featured matador. 


Jinx Clark has a solo entry to 


exhibit some skillful figure skat- | 


ing. “Christmas Symphony” is the 


session for juve blade work from | 


little Joan Freisinger. 
Magic” proves the vehicle for 
rhythm by Judy Richards, one of 
the better entries of the first half. 
Weber & Leff make @ round of 
comedy out of their trick skating, 
well received. Closer for first 
half is a fitting climax, introduc- 
ing Joan Hyldoft in “Jeweled 
Splendor,” as fancy a piece of cos- 
tuming, blade work, lighting and 
solo bit as has been seen in any 
ice show here recently. 

Second act staris with a lively 
pace, and never lets up. Opener is 
“Story of a Tree,” ambitious pro- 
duction number depicting the four 
seasons, and including comedy 
from Weber & Leff in an old cow 
getup, and personable feature work 


by Jinx Clark and Rudy Richards | 


in duo. Specialty juggling of Bobby 
May proves to be his usual accom- 
plished turn with the Indian clubs 
and balls. Solo entry by Bill 
Blocker is a session of polished 


figure skating, and he is followed | 


by Phil Hiser and Mae Freisinger 
in their showmanly waltz, a take- 
off on the “Old Smoothies” rou- 


tine. Meehan exhibits ballet and_ 


figure in fine fashion in “Moon 
Glow,” this one for fancy skating 
and classic ballet fans. 


Change of pace comes with the 


MeKellens and their knockabout | 


routine, ree sore by the 
customers, “ ss Parade” brings 


on the full line in military cos- 
recision number 
arkert markings 
of polished work; it gets a great | sody 


tumes for a 
bearing all the 


Markert. | 


Outside of a’ 


well-paced and genuinely | 


on the) 


yees the feeling of bigtime that 
& showmanship can always man- 
age. Under direction, even 
(rewntes of cast comes across foot- 
trical loop at the required second. | ‘ights smiling and bouncy. 
Team work of Jinx Clark and Rudy | Cast, whose pay scale runs from 
|Clark and Rudy Richards as to $100, rehearse for three 
irhythm-infected “Calypso Kids” is | Weeks, always at night, aiter work- 
‘one of the most showmanly bits in | '"¢ hours. 
‘the two-plus hours, roundly ap-| As far as Capitol audiences are 
|plauded by the house. Round of | Concerned, this is an annual fam- 
lfancier blade work is shown by/| ily event, and each act is, to them, 
|Hyldoft and Meehan, handsome | 4 Show-stopper. Lowe. 
pair highly accomplished on the i a ogee . 


rink. Final comedy turn is work of Barn Carruthers Rev 


|Paul Andre as he literally takes a 
bath on the ice; a solid click with; ‘MINNESOTA STATE FAIR) 
Minneapolis, Aug. 31. 


the cystomers. “Carnival in Venice” L 
¥ Bokara Troupe (4), Cimse Co, 


‘calls on the entire cast for what 
reves’ to be more than the con-| {4), Pallenberg Bears, Joe Wallace, 


. ventional finale, made most color- 


ful by excellent costuming and | Nino, Riska & Nina, Stan Kremer 
done with liveliness to the final | * Co. ‘2), Reed & Spellman, Elsa) 
beat by the entire company. & Waldo, Shyrettos (2), Frank| 
Quin. Libuse & Co. (2), Les Kimris (4), 
. Zacchint (3), Dancing Girls (24), 
Dancing Boys (4), Chandelier 

Canitel. Wash. Singers (8), Band (30). 





Washington, Aug. 30. 

Gene Ford's “Going Native” Re- | 
vue (40), with Helen Kaufman,| show follows usual pattern, es- 
Baron Twins, Joan Kendall & Tom | Chewing names in favor of a typi- 
Pence, Jane Clark & Berbara Ann| Cal Barnes-Carruthers layout that 
Swicher, Ray Stuart, Mary Pisto-| Comprises spectacle and a large 
rio, Judy Sentino, Scott Jackson,| Variety of standard circus and 
Dick Gray, Jean Lawrence, Bill &|Vaude acts. It again affords a ter- 
Paul; produced by Joel Margolis; | tific amount of topdrawer enter- 
musical direction, Sam Kaufman; | tainment, being long on quality as 
‘dances by Margaret Faber: “As|Well as quantity. There is an 
Young as You Feel” (20th). |amazing amount of diversity calcu- 
lated to appeal to ail tastes. 
a flash and the abundant presence of 

This all-local revue, named for | comedy, song, dance, soveity and 
the late Gene Ford, Loew produc-| acrobatic make it impressive 


er who originated it in prewar Teeterboard 








stunts by the Bo- 


years, is a model in good com- } karas, the Cimse high act, Pallen- | 


munity relations. Besides that, it’s| €rs’s performing bears and Jose- 
» fost mat Sachin stoped heun. phine Berosini’s exploits on the 
a fast moving, Nasnity staged hour | high slack wire are among the best 
long show that gives Capitol pay-!of their kind. 
ees a feeling of value received. |revue proper, which is skillfully 
Star of current show. 12th in an | emceed by Joe Wallace, a smoothie 
annual series with a war hiatus, is| in that sphere. The trio of produc- 
definitely producer Joel Margo-/| tion numbers, coming at the start, 
lis, manager and stage producer | middle and finish, are colorful and 
for Loew's in D. C. Far more than elaborate. The first is “On the Go,” 
his young performers, many of!a whirlwind of motion. Tip, Tap 
whom show real promise, it is} & Toe, three colored steppers, hit 
Margolis’ theatrical know-how|a dancing frenzy with ¢heir extra- 
that has whipped this gang of | ordinary routines. Balancing him- 
semi-pro and amateurs into , 
smooth presentation. Show is! Stage, is truly a wonder dog. 
strohgest in its production num-| tonishing juggling feats are served 
bers and staging, making up| up by Riska & Nina. Stan Kremer 
thereby for inevitable gaucheness| Puts his puppets through stunts 
in some of its youthful troupers.sthat bespeak the manipulator's 
Margolis has used all the old tricks | Tare ability. 
of the trade, somehow making! An interlude of songs by stylists 
them fresh and new. {Elsa & Wa!do set the stage for a 
In the musie department, house | rose production number during 
maestro Sam Jack Kaufman, as-| Which the 24 girl and four boy 
sisted by staffer Eddie Pierce, | dancers disport among the flowers 
comes up with an original score |and the eight male singers have 
for the opening number, and an| their biggest inning. Then the 
all-around well trained ; 
group of eight. Backing this is the | pyrotechnics. The zany knock- 
j}hep accompaniment of the Kauf-/| about clowning of Frank Libuse is 
| its neverfailing surefire and evokes 
| roars of laughter. Thrilling stunts 
on a high flying airplane device 
ups the revue’s patriotic marchin 
finale. After the finale Zacchi 


| man orch. 

| The line of 12, consisting large- 
ly of repeats from previous years, 
some of whom are local dancing 
teachers, is adequate. Routines are 


Josephine Berosini, Tip, Tap & Toe, | 


The | 


They precede the | 


a self on balis, Nino, alone on the | 
As- | 


choral | Shyrettos score with their cycliag | 


necessarily iimited, but general 

| effect is satisfactory. At any rate, 
galleries go for each series of kicks 
|and twir's as though a dozen Pav- 
lovas had invaded the town. 


| not likelv to produce bigtime can- 
didates like Arthur Godfrey, Helen 
Forrest or Evelyn Knight, all 
jalums of past “Going Native” 
|vears. However. standouts include 
a team of tapsters, Baron Twins 
whose blackface precision number 
might be strong support in present 
form to any standard vaude show. 


|Team have a'treadv had some suc-. 
Also | 
ready for a trv at the pro circuit; 


cess locally in club work. 
is tern team of Tom Pence & Joan 
Kendall, whose interpretation of a 
syncopated clock theme meets top 


modern ballet standards. As a mat- | 


ter of fact. Pence has already had 
a try to professional ballet. 


In the novelty corner, juegler 
Rav Stuart. magician Dick Gray, 
assisted by a particularly winsome 
lass. Betty Richter, and acros Bill 
& Paul, are all assured and deft 
in their fields. Stuart impressed 
better than average for the course: 


stage nresence, nevertheless shows 
real possibilities 
ficid. Gal has great warmith and 
expression in her pipes, but needs 
further training and just the type 
of exverience before an audience 
that she is getting in this show. 
Blues singer Jean Lawrence, who 
| already has bridged the gap be- 
tween amateur and pro in tocal 
club circles, impresses in “Young 
Lovers,” from “King and I.” but 





in Blue.” Seott Jackson 


and deserved hand. Norris-Payne | shows a pieasant baritone in some 
duo have one more inning for| Irish tunes; Helen Kaufman, in a 
their smooth intertwining of waltz , Hawaiian hiv twisting number. and 
rhythms with turns, twirls and lifts,| sambaists Jane Clark & Barbara 


skillful throughout. 
Speed and ns 
is handled by Leo 
leaping he he has added 
jumping throngh a three 


|Ann Swicher add to a pleasant 


assignment | lineup. 
reisinger in 
colorful fashion, and to the usual 
freon, 
elec- 


Two production numbers, one 
aceenting the “Going Native” 
theme, the other a Mardi Gras rou- 
tine, tie show together and give 


Where individual talent is con-, 
“Black cerned, current crop of hopefuls is | 


Mary Pistorio, young chantoosey | 
with a fine high C but uncertain | 


in the concert | 


seems out of her depth in “Rhap-| 


catapults his two daughters out of 
a cannon, and there's a fireworks 
display. 

It's a huge money's worth of en- 
| tertainment and undoubtedly sends 
everybody away happy. Rees. 


| 


lent company each year = sells 
|enough of its 20th stock to show a 
| loss eaual to the dividends it gets 
from tts various subsids. 





Divvy Tax Free 3 


aa continued from page 5 == 








from the Internal Revenue Bureau 
that from 1944 on 


income to stockholders and should 
be applied to reducing the cost of 
the Fox Films investment. In 
other words, GPE has no “earn- 
ings or profits” from which to pay 
taxable dividends. 

Since GPE still owned 51,000 
shares of 20th at the end of 1950, 
the Keynolds report figures that 
the company can go on paying its 
present $1 annual dividend on a 
tax-exempt basis for the next 20 
years or more. 

Aside from thé tax angle, Wall 
Streeters are hot on GPE because 
ot its recent development -of the- 
atre tele equipmnt, studio tele de- 
vices and its war work in elec- 
tronic controls. Reynolds foresees 
a potential overall income to the 
equipment industry of $1.5060,000,- 
,000 in providing telecasting gear 
when the station freeze is lifted. 
It sees $380,000,006 worth of busi- 
ness in equipping the nation’s the- 
atres wiih i*rge-screen sets. 

Investment house also crystal- 
balls that theatre TV is creating 
;so much better sentiment among 
‘exhibs that GPE’ regular booth 
equipment biz, which it handles 
through a subsid, National The- 
atre Supply, will also piek up. 
| Stock is now selling at around 
, $27. 


On that basis, GPE got a ruling | 


its common | 
stock dividends are non-taxable as | 





Palladium, London 
my Lundy, redrafted into the U.S. 
Army, blends nicely with the team. 

Second half has Palladium gals 
with change of costuming and an- 
other routine to make way for the 
Mongadors. This is offshoot of 
team of jugglers of a couple dec- 


ades ago; there were five then, 
jnow dwindled to two, who look 
|like mother and daughier. Put 


|over fast club swinging and nifty 
| tossings, all done as if they enjoy 
the work. 

| dack Carson makes nonchalant 
| entry, with some gab and a few 
jnew gags (a rarity these days), 
; then introduces his stooge, Tommy 
| Wells, for a few giggles, in turn 
making way for Marion Colby, an 
eyeful with a nice pair of pipes. 
Her renditions, comprise “Chi, 


Whicn 
Carson hops back for a 
comedy card tricks, with 


of Sammy Fain numbers 
clicked. 
few 


Wells helping to muff ‘em. He then | 


brings a'ong the Three Honey 


Bros., who do everything but kil} 


themselves. Boys worked very 
hard, and put over some fine 
| tumbling, even to falling into the 
orchestra pit, pratfalls and general 
clowning to big hit. As climax, 
they give a tanning to Carson, who 
stvoges for them, all to big laughs. 
|Carson’s rendition of tunes, in- 
cluding “Melancholy Baby,” al- 
though hardly in the Tony Mar- 
tin class, reveals him as quite a 
good warbler. Further Carson 
forte is his mimicry, with Gable, 
Lorre and Colman proving real- 
istic. 


five minutes too long, with closing 
hillbilly number not to advantage 
and could be deleted without be- 
ing mourned. 

Woolf Phillips, Palladium maes- 
tro, and his aggregation as usual 
perform competent job in accom- 
panying the acts. Rege. 





Olvmpia. Miami 
Miami, Sept. 2. 
Milt Herth Trio, BAl Darnell, 
Nip Nelson, Jack Perker & Doll, 
| Tony & Oilda, Les Rhode House 
Orch; “Peking Express” (Par). 





Blend here this week adds up 
as okay most of the way, with aud 
reaction running from lukewarm 
ite hot. 

In top spot, the Milt Herth trio 
wraps up. His Hammond ideas 
are sock all the way, with routin- 
ing a carefully arranged mixture 
|} of jazz and novelty to earn opti- 
;}mum returns. 

Nip Nelson, in the emcee-come- 
dian slot, almost walks off with 
the honors. Guy has a smooth 
way of introing, and on his own 
sets up a series of impreshes on 
radio-video types that garners 
steadily building palms. Applica- 
tion of quiet apprdach to comedy 
angles adds to overall values. 

Bill Darnell offers a fair session 
of the better pops. On projection 
the vocalistics are handled capably, 
but delivery isn’t warm enough to 
win them easily. Routining is 
okay with “Chattanooga Shoe 
Shine Boy.” “Because of You,” 
“Everybody Loves My Baby” and 
“Ain't Misbehavin’"” on _ the 
agenda. 

Jack Parker and his aide, Doll, 
spins off a trickv and adept as- 
sortment of juggling stunts that 
| keeps the mitts growing throuch- 
;out. Works with pins. balls, boxes 
to keep the gasps coming. 

Latin terpervy by Tony and 
Oilda is fair. It's standard s‘uff, 
seen in these narts often. Les 
Rhode house orch apt on the show 
backings. Lary. 





Leew'’s Uptown, Toronto 


Toronto. Aug. 31. 
Ink Spots ‘(5):, Kate Murtah, 


‘Eddy Manson & Maraery Wels, 
Don Rice, Wells & Four Fays, E'lis 
'McLintock Orch (14); “Tall 
Target” (M-G). 





Jerry Collins, now in officially 
as manager of Loew's Uptown, fol- 
‘owing sudden death of Stan Gos- 
nell, has whipped tozether an 8°- 
minute stage packave that sets a 
precedent for this 2,.743-seater. 
Theatre was jammed when caught 
and shou!d set a situ:tion standard 
for a needed vavde hypo, judging 
\from paim-pounding responce. 


| Marquee lure is The Ink Spots. | 


With Bill Kenny toking the lead 
j}with his trick fa'seitto and pure 
long-note sustrinin7. p'vs the 
‘liqui?é piano olaying of Har- 
old Francis, tie vocal uartet, 
| whammed over with “Time Out ‘or 
| Tears,” “You Left Me Everyihinz 
| But You,” a comedy tempe switch 
|}to “Everybody Loves My Baby,” 
| the sentimental “Sometime” and a 
| Smash vociferous begoff after the 
long-awaited “If I Didn't Care.” 
For the sophisticated audiencé 


Continued from page 64 


Minnesota State Fair grandstand , C2! Constina>;o0” and a medley | 


Show ran over 60 minutes, about | 


that this house draws on film ap- 

al alone, nae Murtah fits well 
nto policy and is away up on the 
applause register. Neat:y stacked 
in a black net evening gown, com- 
plete with below-the-neck rrofile 
when she turns her side to the au- 
dience, Miss Murtah eee pro- 
pels a husky sexy voice in her 
“I Get a Kick Out of: You;” her 
bouncy “Come On-A My House,” 
complete with Chinese, Scots and 
operatic Carmen-style versions; 
her travesties on society singer 
| Styles. Miss Murtah also had to 


bee off 
McLintock’s band 





With Ellis 
tiered before an eyc-filling full- 
stage silver drape setting, crimson 
trave'ler parts to a swift start with 
Weiis and Four Fays ‘a man and 
tour blondes), for cross-stage tum- 
bling and risky; Eddie Manson on 
j:he harmonica for a neat “South 
| Paciiic” medley, clever staccato 
jand diapason effects on Tnesco's 
“Rumanian Rhapsody” and another 
begoff on “St. Louis Blues,” with 
Margery Weils at the grand piano 
|in for the solo interludes to an- 
other great audience reception. 
| Competently knitting the bill 
| throughout as m.c. is Don Rice. His 
introductory patter to the acts is 
| well-mannered and suave; and his 
| progressive drunk bits mark a high 





|degree in inoffensive stave com- 
ledy that has the payees applaud- 
ling for more. he McLintock 


|orch ‘ent strong support to a’! acts, 

inc'uding vocal background to the 
| Don Rice turn. In his first vaude 
prez, Jerry Collins reveals show- 
jmanship acumen and a further 
plug for this type of staze enter- 
| tainment. MeStay. 


| Casine. Toronto 


Toronto, Aug. 31. 


| Nellie Lutcher, Alan Carney, 
Jaynor & Ross, Paul Rich, The 
Reedus. Jimmy Cameron, Archie 


| Stone House Orch; “Mr. Blandings 
| Ruilds His Dream House” (RKO), 


When Nellie Lutcher embarked 
some months ago on a European 
junkei, her last appearance before 
crossing the Atlantic was at this 
house. Her first appearance since 
her return from ‘“‘“rone is again 
at the Casino, ar! the ebullient 
lady can come back here any 
tirne, judging from the enthusias- 
tic welcome of her perennial ad- 
mircrs here who back that arduous 
hae d schedule with standee 
iz. 

Miss Lutcher is currently intro- 
ducing two new numbers, “That's 
A-Plenty” and the cumbersomely- 
| titled “My Poppa’s Not Home an’ 
|My Mamma’s Weeere So Why 
Must We Sit on Separate Chairs? 
But it’s her identifying “Hurry on 
Down” and “Fine Brown Frame” 
| that the customers are impatiently 
waiting for. They showed little 
interest in her unbuilt-up new 
‘numbers and, on vociferous re- 
jauests. the vocalist-pienict had to 
_give the fans her trademarked 
| favorites, with commendable gen- 
/erosity on time, and the inevitable 
bevoff when caught. 

Alan Carney {s another local 
favorite back for a quick return 
and over big for his footlights pat- 
ter, his impersonations of Edward 
G.. Robinson, Charles Laughton, 
et al.; his standard comedy char- 
acterizations of politicos in dialect, 
all cone without offense to even 
thin-skinned nationalists and with 
the neat tribute that these types 
actually built the present and 
coveted North American way of 
| life. Carney was another begoft 
when cought. 

Neatly rounding the bill. with 
house orch tiered onstage before 
an eve-fiting black and gold full 
set, are The Reedys, boy and girl 
darce team, for neat taps in waltz 
and ballet styles, plus clever ec- 
centrics: Paul Rich for his har- 
/mocnica work, notablv his broken- 
time effects in “Mv Heart Belongs 
to Daddy” and “In the Groove,’ 
latter enrcored so rousing the ve- 
sronse: Jaynor & Ross. two flat- 
bellied and tanned tovso-toesers in 





| 


bluc-silk abbrevieted terns, tor 
sow temno hand-hatancine that, 
on mroeu'er control, hele the ad- 


miration of the men in the audi- 
ence wile the femmes were con- 
t nt to just ¢aze wide-evid at their 
perfect physical proportions. 


Ella Morse Back 


Los Anceles, Sent. 4 
Filla Mae Morse comes ow of a 


seven-v a° retirement next wock, 
on ning Monday ‘10) for a fort- 
in’eht #° the Oasis, souths'de 


| mitery. William Morris 
; in. 

Miss Morse was one of the first 
‘atter-d'y art'sis to bit a pla‘ter 
ipevk with only ene record. Her 
| stehine of “Cow Cew Bodgie” 
made her a name, 


is book- 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 5 























Numerals in connection with bills below icate opening day ef show 
whether full er split week 
Letter in parentheses indicates circuit. (FM) Fanchen Marce; (1) Independent; 
(L) Loews; (M4) Mess; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tiveli; (W) Warner; 
(WR) Walter Reade 
NEW YORK CITY { Otto Bolivar LIVERPOOL Pav] Newington 
Music Hall (1) 6 Dulcima Empire (A) 3 Tommy Dee 
Marilyn Murphy Trini Reyes Jewell & Warriss J & A Grant 
Senor Cortez - El ouinge Benson Dulay Ceo Samsoa & Delilah 
B & G Lambart CLAR pune, Bentley Sis John Guest 
Bettina Rosay w Va Fay Lenore Careline & 
Patricia Drylie Ritz (W) 8 Only Rene Strange Richards 
Brunhilda Roque Asylum of Horrors | Bertie Hare SHEPHERDS 
Corps de Ballet CLEVELAND Jacqueline Dunbar BUSH 
Eric Hutson Palace (R) 6 So American Empire (S$) 3 
Rockettes Spike Jones Show vlies Nat Mills & Bobbie 
Sym Orch MIAMI LONDON Gali Gali 
Palace (R) 6 Oiympia (P) $ Palladium (M) 3 Ken Morris 
Fomtaines Terner & Betty | Jack Carson Cactus Kids 
Nicola Paone Minda Lang | Honey Bros Chevalier Bros 
3 Buddies Jimmy Jimee Co | Marion Colby Curzon 3 
L & M Ross Sandy the Seal | Tommy Wells M & M Mills 
Denvers Al Morgan | Deep River Begs Fiying Comets 
Albenice PARKE*SBURG § Christine & Moll SUNDERLAND 
Bobby Shields WwW Va C¥ford Sianton Empire (M) 3 
Benny Meroff Smo-t (W) 7 Oniy = Rosinas George Robey 
@ to Alb Asylum of Horrors Paliadium Girls Hetty King 
Parcmount (P) § PHILADELPHIA Skyrockeis Ore George Woods 
Jan Murray E-v'e (Ww 6 | Mongadors . Shaun Glenville 
Toni Arden Joe Thomas Orc MANCHESTER | Albert Whelan 
Rav Mritone Lil Green Hippodrome (‘S) 3 | P & M Honri 
Pryde & Day Foxx & White Sugar Chile | Peter Bernard 
Elliott Lawrence O/} Errol Gorner 3 Robinson ack Edge 
Roxy ) § Wynone Hrerris | Dowie & Kane | “ercy Rich & Eva 
Frank Fontaine WASMINGTON Les Daniellys Larry Gordon Girls 
Harmonicats Copito! (L) 6 | Frances Duncan WALTHAMSTOW 
Norwood Smith Lewis & Van | Chris Sands Patace (i) 3 
Carol Lynne Eddie. Manson | Harry Benet Jack North 
Arnold Shoda Arlene Dahi | Richards Sis Pat Stoyle 
John Walsh Herbert “& Saxon NOTTINGHAM Westway Wonder 
CHICAGO Howard (t) 7 Empire (M) 3 Girls 
Chicago (P) 7 Johnny Hodees Ore | 3 Coronets Meltones 
Meribeth Old Tiny Grimes Sam Costa Pantomanocas 
Pitchmen Swallows Alex James & Eugene & Sheila 
Romo Vincent Earl Williams Irene 2 Dischords 
(1 to filb Edwards Sis Nit wits Bill e 
Oriental () 6 Little Joe 2 Colombus Shiela Hawthorn 
Xavier Cugat Orch | Herman Hyde & Beryl Orde Patricia 
Abbe Lane Myrtle Finlay Bros WOL VER. 
7 Volants HAMPTON 
AUSTRALIA PORTSMOUTH oceans SS 
Johnny Lockwood 
- Royal (Mm) 3 Crochet 
AUCKLAND _| Pepito Vie Gordon Stevano 
His Majesty's (1) 5 | Carsony Bros | Reter Colville Hal. Gillion 
Py Tipsy & Brow George Neaton Tetler Girls 
Joyce Graeme Evy & Everto Patricia & Colin Mary O'Neil 
Alison Lee Babs Mackinnon Irving & Girdwood | Beryi Ransome 
Lyane ree Moira Claux Singing WOOD GREEN 
Henry Danton Les Ritchie Barnstormers Empire (Ss) 3 


Rex Reid 

Leon Kellaway 

Corps de Ballet 

BRISBANE 

His Majesty's (1) 5§ 

Wally Boag 

Guus Brox & 
Myrna 

Marquis & Family 
Skating Merenos 
ean” Sazova 

an Yue Jen Tp 


Horrie Dargie 4 
Celebrity Singers 
6 les Models 
Les Debonnaires 
Tivoli Baitet 
SYONEY 
Tivoli «t) 1 
Armand Perren 
Marion Davies 
Trio Fayes 
Devine & King 





Detroy Gerd Bijornstad 
Ann Donald Chribi 
Celebrity Singers Marika Saary 
Tivoli Ballet ae = 
im e on 
MELBOURNE Jacques Cartaux 
Tivoli () 1 Jimmy Elder 
Jon Pertwee Joe Whitehouse 
Alan Clive Cissy Trenholm 
8 Los Trianas Terry Scanion 
BRITAIN 
BIRMINGHAM Mile Josette 


Hippodrome (mM) 3 
Joy Joy & Joy 
Anton Karas 

2 Randows 

Sally Ann Howes 
Peter Raynor 
Jimmy James Co 
Botends 


Vera Lynn 


Jack Radcliffe Co 
Secombe Co 


Charlie Cairoli & 1 

Smiths 

Knies French 
Horses 

oe Konyots 


ons 
Gt Alexander Tp 
Victor Julian & 


Pets 
Enies Animals 
4 Richays 
3 Lorandos 
Mars Tp 
Arrigonis 
3 Houes 
Jimmy Scott 
Fiving Constellation 
Litue Jimmy 
Annettes 
Circusettes 
WINTER —_ 
a 


Norman Evans 

Senor Carlos 

Canfield Smith & 
Snodgrass | 

12 Whiteley Girls 

4 Zio Angels 


Darlys Degs 

Joy Beattie 

Anna Mac 

Gyne'h Lascelles 
BOSCOMBE 


Hippodrome (1) 3 
Billy Whittaker 
Mimi Law 
B & T Clayton 
Phil Lester 
Erie Marsh 
Gail Harvey 
Jack Lennard 
Gardiner & Baxter 
Hi Diddle Diddle 

Debs 


Terrvs Juves 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (Mm) 3 

2 Nadias 
Teddy Johnson 
Betty Hobbs Girls 
Witson Keppel & 
Betty 
Horgraves & 
Russell 
Ah Bey Co 
Roger Carne 
A & L Ward 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 3 
Frankie Howerd 
Mary Naylor 
Arthur Richards 
Joy Beattie 
3 Jokers 
Greta Unger 3 
RISsTS 


BRIXTON 
Empress (i) 3 
Fraser Harmonica 


o 
Michael Howard 
Dick Henderson 
Marcia Owen 
4 es Derricks 


Merle & Marie 
CHELSEA 
Palace (i) 3 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Leslie Weich 
Julep Adrian 
Grace Spero 
Jean Turner 
Rob Murray 
Archie Glen 
3 Spallas 
Yvonnette 3 
Sim Russell 
EAST HAMPTON 
Metropolitan (1) 3 
Frank Randle 
Gus Aubrey 
Rita Shearer 
Jimmy Clitberve 
Hal Mack Co 
3 Palmers 
Stan Stafford 
A J Powell 
Johnny Feters 
Dagenh>m Girl 


iene 

FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 3 

Lynn & Lennette 

ferry Thomas 

Yale & Diane 

Christine Norden 

Craig & Voyle 

Turner Layton 

Alien 

Vic Wise 

Renee Piat & 
Naudy 

Forbes & Barrie 

GLASGO 


Empire ‘M) 3 


Car! Carlisle 
Maisie Weldon 
Duncans Collies 
El Granadas & 
Peter 
4 Kentons 
Woods & Jarrett 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (1) 3 
Ozzie Morris 
Stan Stennett 
Rita Page 
Danceittes 


rothy W 
Dorothy illiams 
Don Saunders 
Mary Sullivan 
J D Girls 

LEEDS 

Empire (mM) 3 
Bebe & Belle 
Dorothy 
Donald B Stuart 
Eddie --_ oi 
Cawalinis gs 
Amazing Briton 
Les Heliyos 
Joyce Golding 

LINCOL 

Royal (i) 3 
Jimmy Gay 
Jimmy B 


juires 





ruce 
Tommy Godfrey 
wyns 


j 4a , ‘4 


| Roy Lees 
| Joyee Welbr 





Eddie Davis 
| Larry Daniels 





Sherman Fisher Gls 

Piccadilly Nudes 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (Mm) 3 





Rhodes & Lane 
Dorethy Neal 


S Browne Singers 
Jane 

Harry Tate Jr 
Fred Colting 

Joan Rhodes 

Jack Anton 

Fe Jover & Jack 
Del Monico Ders 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Birdland 
Arnett Cobb Orc 
Roy Eldridge Orc 
Lennie Tristano 

Bon Soir 
Alberta Hunter 
Eugene Fields 3 

Chateau Madrid 
Manuel Astudillo 
a a 

opacabana 

Harvey Stone 
Anne Shelton 

lark Bros 
Jean Caples 
Elyse Weber 
Bob Millar 
M Durso Orc 
F Alvarez Ore 

E! Chice 
Rosita Rios 
Ramonchita & Leon 
Victoria Barcelo 
Isabel Cam: 
Fernando 
Rodriguez 4 
Ramon Torres Orc 

Embers 
Red Norvo 3 
Bobby Hackett Orc 

Havana-Madrid 
Bobby Escoto 
& Alicia 
Lola & Lita 
Tanya & Tondelayo 

Leon & Eddie's 


ent 


Libby Dean 
Al Dellay 
Carmen Montoya 
The Roers 
Little Club 

Ernie Warren Orc 
No. 1 Fifth Ave 
Downey & Fonville 
Hazel ebster 

Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Lou Seiler 
Irene Carroll 
Carol Linzer 
Joe LaPorte Orc 
D'Aquila Ore 

Park Sheraton 
Cy Coleman 3 
Mimi Warre:. 
Ernestine Holmes 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lende Orc 

Hotel Astor 

Sammy Koye Ore 

Hotel Biltmore 
Mischa Raginsky O 





Hote! Edison 
Joel Shaw Orc 


Hotel New Yorker 
Bernie Cummins 
Cavanaughs 

Kevin O'Sullivan 


Blade Beauties 
Hote! Roosevelt 
Mark Monte Orc 
Nocturnes 
Hotel St. Regis 
Milt Shaw Orc 
Horace Diaz Orc 
Hotel Statier 
Shep Fields Ore 
Hotel Taft 


Can Can Ders 
Art Waner Ore 
Park Ave. 
Davey Rogers 
Gloria Elwood 
Penthouse 
Paul Taubman 
Mirko 
Riviera 
Victor Borge 
Ralph Curtis 
Melodymen 
Sherry Stevens 
Nanci Crompton 
Clark Ranger 
Line 
Walter Nye Ore 
Rene Touzet Ore 
Versailles 
Carmen Torres 
Robert Maxwell 
Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Villa Barn 
Burt Hilber 
Louise & Harris 
Dick Shawn 
Dolph Traymon 3 
Bobby Meyers Orc 
Village Vanguard 
Orson Bean 
Shoshana Damari 
Clarence Williams 3 
Wivel 
Kaj Ericson 
Sal Noble 
Bob Lee 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Miguc'ito Valdes 
Hamilton Trio 


oO 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Casablanca 
Marion Morgan 
Andrews Twins 
Stanley-Boucher 

Clover Club 
Kirby Stone 5 
Buddy Greco 
N & F Zarra Ders 
Tory Legos Ore 
Woody oodbury 

Delano Hotel 
Willie Hollander 3 
Zina Reyes 
Mickey Walker 
Louis Adler Ore 

Johnina Hotel 
Michael Strange 
Tony Matas 
Helene Aimee 
Jimmy Woods 
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Bea Morley 
Arne Barnett 3 
Charlie Paige 
Nautilus Hotel 
Bobby Ramsen 
Katherine Chang 
J & S Reyes 
Marty Beck Ore 
Poincianna Hotel 
Phil Napoleon 5 
Robert Richter H’t'l 
Al Bernie 
Gomez & Beatrice 
Weeds Worabur 
y. y 
Tony Lopez Orc 
Don Lanning 
Roberta Sherw 
Charlies Castel 3 
Roney Plaza Hote! 
George Hines Orc 
Helen Forrest 


Jimmy B: 
Merny A Herman 
Ore 
Saxony Hetel 


Patsy Sha 
Chavez o 
Tano & 


i le 





2 Cortes Hoffman O 
Sen Gull Neotel Hotel 
Disne Duncan Aisa Mole Ore 
Frontenac 
ve 
Tepadawies, || pure’ Pte 
Isle Hotel Leonora & Evans 
Frances Lager San Canez Ore 
CHICAGO 
Blackha & P Rodriquez 
Nerma Lou gett | M Abbott Ders @) 
Zee —_ Eddie O’Neal Ore 
Ray Arnett ater Beach 
Connie Baxter Xavier Cugat Ore 
Ken Remo Abbe Lane 
Bobo Lewis & Hotel Stevens 
by rry Scarecrows (3) 
Joel Friend Romayne & Brent 
Henry Brandon Orc | Jo Ba 
Paree r 
is Jerry 
Jac Miles Jack Raffloer 
Doris Ruby Harper Flaherty 
| Ders GD Bude Rust 
Pancho Ore (4) e rks 
Cee Davidson © ®) | Boulevar-Dears (4) 
Paimer House Mariane Fitzgerald 
Mary McCarty Seottee Marsh 
Paul Sydell Orrin Tucker Orc 
LOS ANGELES 
Ambassador Hote! ; June Edwards 
Frankie Carle Ore | Hal Derwin Ore 
Larry White | Ciro’s 
oan House | Pearl Bailey 





| Dick Stabile Ore 
| Dante Varela Ore 
Mocambo 


Peggy Barrett 
| Evelyn Farney 
| Biltmore Hotel 
Harrison & Fisher Chuy Reyes 
Marjorie Garretison Latin-Aires 


| Nix of Stack 


Continued from page 1 

















been no interference with U. S. 
players in British pictures, at least 
after they had started actual work. 
In the Steck instance the official 
|explanation was that “a case had 
| not been made out” for the actor. 
| That has left trade circles as puz- 
zled as before, since other Ameri- 
cans now making British films, in- 
cluding Linda Darnell, George 
Brent, Marguerite Chapman, Zach- 
ary Scott and Mischa Auer, have 
not been affected. 








the possibility of a connection be- 
‘tween the Stack incident and last 
| week's controversy between Equity 
and American actress Barbara 
Perry. The latter dispute was set- 
tled yesterday (Mon.) with Miss 
Perry's joining the union, but only 
after producer Eric Maschwitz had 
agreed to pay her initiation fee 
and dues. 
British Union Setup 


Previously, the actress’ holdout 
had threatened to prevent the West 
End opening of a new musical, 
“Zip Goes a Million.” The situa- 


tion stems from the curious rela- 
tionship between performer unions 
in England. Miss Perry joined the 
Variety Artists Federation for a 
previous vaude engagement in 
London, and claimed that that 
should make it unnecessary for her 
to join British Equity. 

Unlike the situation in the U. S., 
there is no affiliation between the 
British performer unions. 
there is constant friction, occa- 
sionally breaking into open dissen- 
sion, as about two years ago, when 
| the Variety Artists Federation 
| sought to take over jurisdiction 
jover chorus members in legit 
|shows. However, the move was 
| successfully resisted by Equity, 
| which has jurisdiction not only 
| over all legit, but also films, radio, 
| television, ballet, opera and con- 
'cert—everything except vaudeville 


and night clubs. 


The question of British Equity 
| membership was not an issue in the 





{ease of two other American play- | 


ers in “Zip Goes a Million.” Gloria |‘ dle-of-the-road indies—those who 


Lane had joined the union during 
her engagement here last season in 
|“The Consul,” and Ward Donovan, 
| not previously a member of either 
| Equity or VAF, has joined the for- 
mer for this appearance. 


Under the British Equity rules, 
all American artists appearing in 
legit, films, radio, TV, ballet, opera 
and concert here must be members 
of the organization, after they have 
been cleared for entry by the Min- 
istry of Labor. They pay the regu- 
lar initiation fee and dues, but 
there is agitation among the Brit- 
ish Equity membership to adopt the 
same setup as in the U. S.. where 
English players must join Ameri- 
ean Equity and pay 5% of their 
salaries. 

In the present instance, British 
Equity had ordered its members 
not to appear in “Zip” unless Miss 
Perry joined the organization. It 
remains to be seen whether the 
Stack incident leads to further 
— against American players 

ere. 





tote 


oo" ot 


{j| down the center aisle. 


Trade circles are speculating on | 


In fact, | 





New Acts 





RAY MALONE 
Dance 
12 Mins. . 


Ra 


House” TV show last season, 
been around for some time 


ness. 
Malone has furbished his turn 
with several striking numbers 





ng act. His material shows the 
type cf imagination which has 
| made hica a sock — on video 
and something refres 

atre si 


M 


es. 


ing comedy among his 
steps. 
“I'm Gonna Sit Righi 
| Write Myself a Letter” 


patter 





item, 


which he does an impression of a| 
typist at work via his tap-terping. | sizzler. 


He caps his turn with the “Dr. 
| Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” routine in 
| which he dons a mask and reels 
jmadly over the stage and then 
He clicks 
all the way. Herm. 


— 


|MARY HATCHER 
With the Four Fellas 
Son. 


| 16 Mins. ' 
| Cocoanut Grove, L. A. 

| While not quite ready for the 
| big time, Mary Hatcher and the 
| Four Fellas have an act that can 
|be whipped into line. Quartet 
j;doesn’t join the headliner until 
| her fourth number, which would 
|appear to be a mistake since Miss 
| Hatcher sings her three pop tunes 
|rather lackadaisically. She tackles 
the standards——“Let's Fali in 
| Love,” “Jealous” and “I've Got 
‘the World on a String”’—with too 
| little appreciation of the words, 
| seeming to concentrate strictly on 
ithe rhythm. 

Act gathers steam when the four 
| boys back her in “I Don't Care If 
ithe Sun Don’t Shine” and “I Can't 
| Believe That -You’re in Love with 

Me.” They also do a difficult a 
(capella routine, sans orchestra, on 
|“Over the Rainbow,” but the very 
lack of musical background de- 
tracts from the trick, rather than 
ointiug it up. This sort of close 
armony is better for concerts 
than for bistros. Quintet closes 
okay with “Buttons and Bows,” 
and with full orchestra. Kids 


could use some special material. 
Mike. 





/“Roseanna McCoy” (1949), but 
‘trending more toward the latter 
|than the former. 


| Also something of a special case 
are the quickie makers who turn 
out very low budgeters icr minor 
companies. They haven't been able 
to cut costs much, since they never 
j;allowed the figures to run high 
}enough. Some of these producers, 
as a matter of fact, are spending 


N. » 
Malone, who had a fea- 
t spot on the “Broadway Opes 
as 


which register with an impact’ that 
oes way beyond the usual terp- 


one opens with a “Vagabond | 
S' ves” number, neatly interspers-| Palace, N. Y. 


Indies Hacking Costs 


Continued from page 7 





Songs 
10 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. 

Betty Clark is a blind soprano 
with a slight frame who qualifies 
for video and special situations. 


in| Wasting no time, she first belts 
niteries, but has not been docu- 
mented in New Acts. He has one 
<- the top terping routines in the 


over a medley of six Berlin tunes 
—“Remember,” “ e Band,” 
“Always,” “Easter Parade,” “White 
Xmas” and “Blue Skies”—for a 
fine score. 

Goes into “Teo Young” for an 
even bigger mit 4 er finish- 
ing “Come On-a House” is 
good, but not in the niche of pre- 
ceding efforts. Trau. 








ing on the-| THE CARIBBEANS (3) 


| Dance 
6 Mins. 


The Caribbeans (two males, one 


He builds strongly with his; femme) are a flashy trio with a 
Down and| good st 
in | rial. 


ock of tropic-terp mate- 


‘Teeing-off Afro-Cuban item is a 
Follow with a fast treat- 
ment of spook-tuned hoofing that 
shows disciplined abandon, and 
finale with what seems like ad- 
mixture of pa and modern 
terpery. Well received. 

A natural for general niteries 
and TV as well as vauders. 

Trau, 





| . 
| THE DEL MARS (2) 

Acro 

7 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. , 

This is an unusual turn special- 
izing in slow, hand-to-hand pos- 
tures and lithe equilibristics — 
formed with souffle lightness. e 
delicate, uasi-humorous ___ treat- 
ment is enhanced in the middie 
portion by an assist from the pit’'s 
trumpet and saxes during duo's 
gymnastic excursions. 

Their salvo finish has the boy 
holding both feet of the girl in one 
hand aloft. The femme is small, 
| dainty and pretty; her mate is a 
|short, good-looking blond with 
lotsa muscle and grace. 

A top novelty act: 


GILLETTE & RICHARDS 





Trau. 


Palace, N. Y. 

This duo is in need of a rou- 
tine. Material has no special char- 
acter and manner of presentation 
is dull. 

Male’s patter introing femme’s 
buffoone is worn and badly 
timed, gal is lively—and 
that’s about the best that can be 
said of this turn. Trau. 








been reductions in actor costs and 
minimization of shooting schedules. 
For one thing, performer fees ‘nave 
come down in general in Holly- 
wood. Secondly, however, the indies 
have tended away from big names 
that they discovered cost a lot of 
money and didn’t provide the ex- 
pected b.o. guarantee. : 
Greater Preparation 
Counting for saving on the actual 


a bit more than formerly. That's | Production side currently is the 


partially because general inflation | 8Teat 


emphasis on preparation, 


has pushed up their basic, irre-| Which most indies now take as a 
ducible expenditures, but more so | ™@tter of course. Scripts and plan- 
because shorter runs on major | Mg are so carefully set up there 


product have created a demand for 

|}more pix that has given them in- 
creased market opportunities and 
thus the possibility of more coin 
|for better product. 


| praisal of budgeting are the mid- 


ordinarily turn to United Artists 
for release. They were the ones 
hardest hit by shrinking theatre 
grosses, so have been the ones find- 
ing it most necessary to base costs 
on realistic prospects. 


While it is difficult to strike aver- 
ages in the field, a sound guess is 
| that current budgets on UA prod- 
uct are running one-third of what 
they were five years ago and one- 
half of three years ago. In the war- 
time heyday they were probably 
averaging around $1,200,000. When 
a flock of producers got nicked on 
that basis, they came down to 
about $700,000-$800,000. And now 
the average is more likely about 
$400,000. 

The decline has been made 
sible by shearing all frills and cut- 
ting overhead to the bone. Gone are 
the fancy offices, excessive pub- 
licity expenditures before the pic 
got to the point where it counted, 
and the general big-time Charlie 
attitudes. 

Mcre important, however, have 





Principally affected by the reap- | 


' 





is little mind-changing or shilly- 
shallying once the cameras have 
begun to grind. The indies have 
learned that they can’t afford such 
luxury. 

Another important factor in 
bringing down the general level of 
costs is the concept of the type 
pictures to be made. The indies 
are no longer essaying scripts that 
by their very nature are expensive 
to produce. Emphasis rather is 
on the style of story that doesn’t 
require extensive sets, costumes or 
casts. 

Indies have been forced into 
economy thinking by the current 
potential. A $400,000 pic must get 
between $650,000 and $700,000 to 
break even. And UA must. put up 
a hard fight to get $700,000 on 
anything but an exceptional film, 
so the producer naturally has to 
trim his sails accordingly. 

Indies have been able to cut their 
costs much more than the majors 
because of the great flexibility in 
their operation. Among other 


pos- | things, major studios are under the 


handicap of tremendous overheads 
which seemingly can’t be sliced 
below a certain point as long as 
pressure for quantity product pre- 
vails. Indies, it is generaily con- 
ceded, are able to set considerably 
more on the screen for the same 
budget than cen the ma 


face 
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Advatice v: 7190,000 
For Ge. Daas Dolls’ 


Dalias, Sepr 4. 
The State Fair Auditorium’s ad- 
vance sale for “Guys and Dollis” 
passed the $100,000 mark last 
Tuesday (28), Charles R. Meeker, 
Jr., managing director, announced. 
The musical is due for the State 

















Wednesday, September 5, 1951 
Managers’ Beefs May Bring Equity 
Barn Changes in Players, Rehearsals 
Two major aa “> Actors ¢-— 
Equity’s strawhat regulations may 
be made before next summer. One New Snow Comedy Due 
would be the elimination of _ ot ae 
rule requiring the employment .o 
a minimum of six resident players For Virginia Tryout 
at each barn. The other would be; Washington, Sept. 4. 
adoption of the controversial five- “On His Honor,” new comedy by 
day-rehearsal rule which was) Davis Snow, whose first play, “The 
passed and immediately dropped | Long Days,” had a brief run last 
two seasons ago, at the insistence season at the Empire Theatre, 
of silo managers. 
On the basis of reports of Equity 
representatives who covered the 
hayloft circuit this summer, and 
from statements by the barn opera- 
tors themseives, union officials and 
members of its stock committee be- 
lieve that the strawhatters might 
now favor ending the six-resident- 
actor rule, whereas they formerly 
favored it and, in fact, were in- 
strumental in having it retained. 
Similarly, it’s figured that many of 
the rural producers have reversed 
their previous opposition to the 
five-day-rehearsal proposal. 
Several silo managers quoted in 
last week's VARIETY survey of the 
summer stock season criticized the 
six-resident-actor rule as now out- 
moded. But Equity reps point cut 
that three seasons ako and again 
the following year, the union it- 
self proposed dropping that re- 
quirement. However, it was dis- 
suaded by members of a Stock 
Managers Assn. committee during 
a series of meetings on suggested 
changes in the existing code. 
The SMA representatives at that 
time included John Washburn 
(then at Marblehead, Mass.), Mel- 
ville Burke (then at Skowhegan, 
Me.), Harold Shaw ‘then of Ben- 
nington, Yt.), Guy Palmerton (then 
and now at Worcester and Fitch- 
burg, Mass.), Miiton Stiefel (Ivory- 
ton, Conn.), Theron Bamberger 
(New Hope, Pa.), Richard Aldrich 
(Dennis, Mass.), Richard Stevens 
(then Lake Hopatcong, N. J.), Sara 
Stamm (Newport, R. IL), John 
(Continued on page 73) 
‘ , . e 
Carousel’ Winding Date 
In London With 562 Times; 
3d Longest Run at House 
London, Sept. 4. 
With “South Pacific’ due Nov. 1 
at the Drury Lane, “Carousel,” also 
by Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d, will vacate the 
house Oct. 13, after 562 perform- 
ances. That will be the third 
longest run in the theatre's 288- 
year history. It is still topped by 
“Oklahoma,” also by Rodgers & 
Hammerstein, and “Rose Marie,” 
of which Hammerstein was co-au- 
thor, but it recently passed “Desert 
Song,” another Hammerstein show. 
There’s a possibility that “Ca- 
rousel”, may be moved to another 
West End theatre to continue its 
run, but more likely it will lay off 
four weeks or se to give the cast a 
rest, undergo minor recasting, re- 
rehearsal and then tour the prov- 
inces. The musical is presented 
here by the Theatre Guild, which 
produced it originally in New York. 
“South Pacific,” with Mary Mar- 
tin in her original part, Wilbur 
Evans as male lead, Ray Walston 
from the Chicago company and 
Betta St. John transferring from 
the Broadway edition, will be pro- 
duced here by Rodgers & Hammer- 
stein through Williamson Music, 
their publishing company, in part- 
nership with Chappell, Ltd., the 
London branch of parent firm in 
New York. 
According to trade report here, 
Louis Dreyfus, head of the local 
Chappell company, also has an 
inside track on the West End pres- 
entation of two other current 
Broadway hits. the Rodgers & 
Hammerstein “King and I” and the 
Frank Loesser-Jo Swerling-Abe 
Burrows “Guys and Dolls,” when 
the time comes. “Guys” would 
probably follow the current “Kiss 
Me, Kate” at the Coliseum, while 
“King,” presumably with Gertrutle 
Lawrence returning to London to 
repeat her original starring role, 
will piay some other house at an 
indefinite date. 





Met contralte Martha Lipton, 
who's been concertizing in Europe 
this summer, is winding un her 
tour with three FPritish Broad- 
— 

0 


then homing. 


|N. Y¥., will be tried out at the 
| Crossroads Theatre, Bailey Cross- 
|roads, Va., near here, next Mon- 
'day (10). Engagement is for a 
| week. Show is being presented by 
|Irma Gordon and Peggy Tait, who 
hope to bring it into N. Y., this 
fall. 

Miss Tait is Snow's wife and.co- 
producer of the short-lived “Long 
Days.” She's also daughter of 
Frank Tait, one of the managing 
directors of the J. C. Williamson 
Theatres of Australia. Tait, inci- 
dentally, is due in the U. S. end 
| of September, with his wife Viola, 
onetime lead soprano with D’Oyly 
| Carte Opera Co. 


Guild Shift To 
Westport Seen 


Plans of the Theatre Guild to 
move its physical production activ- 
ity to Westport, Conn., may be car- 
ried out next season. The organi- 
zati..a already uses its warehouse 
there for storing scenery, costumes, 
props, technical equipment and 
special effects. The construction 
shop, part of the Westport Country 
Playhouse owned by Guild co-direc- 
tor Lawrence Langner, may be 
used for building productions for 
the Guild and other Broadway 
managements beginning about a 
year hence. 

Operation of the project may de- 
pend on realization of Langner’s 
plans for an American Shakespeare 
Festival Theatre & Academy in 
Westport. But although its hoped 
to have the latter under way by 
next summer, present indications 
are that it may not be ready for 
iat least another year. Langner 
has chosen a spot for the layout, 
but he hasn't acquired the land, 
started active fund-raising or 
cleared up the matter of building 
priorities. 

He has told fellow-members of 
the Committee of Theatrical Pro- 
ducers that with the Guild's ware- 
house and the Country Playhouse 
workshop in Westport, it should 
be possible to build shows for a 
fraction of present costs in New 
York. However, the union angle 
might be a factor, for while the 
Westport shop is unionized, the 
craft Jroups in New York might 
|put restrictions on productions 
| built out of town. 

Already, the Westport warehouse 
\is proving valuable for Guild pro- 
ductions on Broadway, an example 
being the forthcoming “Saint Joan” 
revival, for which considerable 
technical equipment, props, etc., 
‘from former Guild shows are being 
used. Meanwhile, the warehouse 
and workshop are a major factor in 
the impressive scenery, costumes 














Playhouse. 

Contrary to reports in Westport, 
there jis little prospect of the 
Guild moving its business, subscrip- 
tion, casting, script and similar de- 
partments there. And obviously 
the radio and other non-legit ac- 
tivities would continue to head- 
quarter in the Guild's present home 
‘ae in New York. 








and lighting of productions at the | 


Fair season, Oct. 6 to 21. 

| Sale fer “South Pacific,” the 
| 1950 State Fair show, was approxi- 
mately the same figure at this time. 


Winter Stock Set 
For Palm Beach 


Martir Manulis and Philip Lang- 
ner, who had a stock company last 
winter at Nassau, Bahamas, expect 
| to open another this season in 
| Palm Beach, and operate the two 
|spots in combination. The idea 
would be to produce shows at each 
place and switch them every week, 
jan angle being that the two loca- 
jtions are only an hour apart by 
| plane. 
| The Palm Beach project is still 
not definite, but Manulis and Lang- 
ner have located a building there 
that could easily be converted to 
legit use, and expect to lease it and 
start renovations shortly. The origi- 
nal operation at the Nassau Play- 
| house, with one performance a 
week at another local theatre, will 
| be much the same as last season, 
|except that shows would be alter- 
nated with the Florida resort. The 
schedule, which ran eight weeks 
last winter, will again open early in 
February, but may be extended a 
few weeks longer this season. 

Manutis, currently a television 
director at CBS, will again take a 
leave of absence for the legit proj- 
ect. Langner has been managing 
the Westport (Conn.) Country Play- 
house this summer, and will be in 
charge of the Center Theatre, a 
new spot in Hartford, this fall. 
| Ralph Lycett, pressagent and sub- 

scription manager at Wesiport, will 

| have the same assignment at Hart- 
|ford and for the Nassau-Palm 
| Beach venture. 


Big Show Biz Contingent 
Among Investors for New 
Crawford Musical ‘Wagon’ 


Backers of “Paint Your Wagon,” 
new Alan Jay Lerner-Frederick 
Loewe musical being produced by 
Cheryl Crawford, include a large 
contingent of show business names. 
Manie Sacks, representing RCA 
Victor, has invested $15,750 and, 
on his own, an additional $5,062.50; 
theatre owners-producers Anthony 
Brady Farrell and Billy Rose, $14,- 
500 each; producer Bea Lawrence, 
$10,125, and theatrical accountant 
J. S. Seidman, $9,000. 

Aiso, Miss Crawford herself, 
| $6,750; Irving Sarnoff, nephew of 
|RCA board chairman David Sarnoff, 
, $5 062.50; Actors Fund president 
| Walter Vincent, producer Roger L. 
| Stevens, talent agent Gloria Safier, 
theatrical attorney Bertram May- 
ers, film executive Joseph W. Ha- 
zen, talent agent Kurt Frings and 
|souvenir program agent Al Green- 
| stone, $4,500 each. 

Also, theatre party agent Lenore 
Tobin, $3,936.50; orchestra leader 
Meyer Davis, Mary Martin ard her 
husband Richard Halliday, Theatre 
Guild co-director Theresa Helburn, 
author-director Joshua Logan, Mrs. 
Logan, silent film star Carmel 
Myers, theatrical financier Joseph 
Verner Reed, Jr., and Hilda Kook, 
| wife of lighting technician Eddie 
| Kook, $2,250 each; producers Tad 

Adoue and Bernard Hart, composer 
| Burton Lane, ABC network presi- 
| dent Robert Kintner, Theatre Guild 
co-director Lawrence Langner and 
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,| hoffe will put her play in produc- 


Corp. dates in London,, 


Finklehoffe to Present 


| Mrs. Langner ‘Armina Marshall). 





| $1,125 each, and Wolfe Kaufman, 
| the show's pressagent, $562.50. 

| Production, capitalized at $225,- 
000, with provision for 10° over- 
call, is due Oct. 15 at the Winter 
Garden, N. Y., after a road tryout. 


NCAC Pacts Phillips As 
AM, TV, Pix Depts. Head 
Henry J. W. Phillips has been 
appointed head of the TV, radio, 
films and recording departments of 
ing. | National Concert & Artists Corp., 
Finklehoffe says Lillian and |‘o succeed Stephen Rose, who re- 
Derothy Gish are ideal for the | Signed. 
leads, and Lilltan Gch hes already| Phillips was for several wy Nd 
ex ssed willingness a rin rep o “vie Concert rvice, inc., 
the play. ¥ * ’ ‘? . Rea , ‘ya subsid of NCAC, . 


New Jean Dalrymple Play 


A play by Jean Dalrymple, titled 
“The Quiet Room,” has been} 
bought by Fred F. Finklehoffe for | 
preduction in the fall. Miss Dal- 
rymple left Monday (3) for Berlin, | 
where she will be working on the | 
Berlin Arts Festival for ANTA and 
the U. S. State Dept. for the next 
few weeks. On her return, Finkle- 





tion with Miss Dalrymple direct- 
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B.0. Scale Hike Seen as B'way Faces 
11/12G Weekly Payroll Increase 
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Show Bez Misses Boat; 
S.F. Jammed, And No Legit 


San Francisco, Sept. 4. 

San Francisco is jammed, loaded 
—and nary a legit in sight. It looks 
as if the town will be without a 
show il Theatre Guild subscrip- 
tion timé in November. 

The Curran and Geary are both 
without bookings, although on Mon- 
day (3) the free-ducat “Jotham Val- 
ley” moved into the Curran for two 


| weeks. It’s doubtful whether ‘this 


moral rearmament show will make 
any difference to the Russian deie- 
gation at the Jap Treaty Confer- 
ence. 

Any regular show could be doing 
a boff boxoffice now, but no one 
thought of spotting anything here 
at this time. 


Unorthodox ‘Lace 
Financing Set 


Herman Shumlin, whose produc- 
tion of “Lace on Her Petticoat” 
opened last night (Tues.) at the 
Booth, N. Y., is establishing a lezit- 
financing precedent with that and 
the three other shows he’s presert- 
ing this season. The four offer- 
ings are not only being done en 
an unusually low cost basis, but are 
being financed in unorthodox man- 
ner. 

The producer-director expected 
to bring in “Petticoat,” a recent 
London success, under his $36,000 
budget. He would have been com- 
fortably within the limit, but ran 
into last-minute complications on 
union rehearsal rules. Even so, 
the actual production cost was ex- 
pected to be in the neighborhood 
of $22,000 (the exact amount can’t 
be determined until all the bills 
are in), plus $5,000 for Equity bond 
and $7,500 cash reserve. . 

The show did not have a tryout 
tour, but played a few previews in 
New York, so there was ro pre- 
liminary road loss. The production 
will probably break even at around 
$8,400, including both show and 
theatre shares. 


“Petticoat” was capitalized by it- 
self, but Shumlin is financing his 
three other scheduled shows, Roger 
MacDougall’s “To Dorothy, a Son,” 
William Marchant’s “Under a 
Cloud” and an untitled script by 
Enid Bagnold, as a single unit. 
Most of the “Petticoat” coin has 
been advanced from within legit 
managerial circles. 


The backers include John F. 
Waters, representing Lee Shubert, 
$9,360; Anthony Brady Farrell, $3.,- 
600; former publisher George 
Backer, Coast realtor - financier, 
Louis R. Lurie, Nedda Harrigan 
(Mrs. Joshua) Logan, $1,440 each; 
St. Louis theatre owner John G. 
Cella, $1,080. 

Also, firm theatre operator Ed- 
ward Rugoff (& Becker), producers 
Michael Ellis and James Russo, 
legit eneral manager Herman 
Bernstein, theatrical a4 executive 
Lawrence Weiner, designer Jo 
Mielziner, theatre manager Louis 
A. Lotito, $720 each; boxoffice men 
Gordon Cramer and Rod McMahon, 
and theatre manager Warren 
O'Hara, $360 each. 


Memphis Open Air to Stay 
Despite 4-Year 976 Loss 


Memphis, Sept. 4. 

Some 500 civic and cuitural lead- 
ers here are bent on keeping the 
Memphis Open Air Theatre in biz 
for the 1952 season, despite the 
fact that the iocai project dropped 
over $97,000 during the past four 
years. The 1951 MOAT was nicked 
for $38,000 on its operating and 
generai nut during this past season, 
which closed Aug. 30, while the 
1948-50 seasons showed a deficit of 
$59,727, according to reports re- 
vealed in a meeting Saturday (1). 

The 500 business leaders attend- 
ed a local public meeting at the 
Hotel Peabody and voted unani- 
mously to raise $35,000 in order to 
4 the greenlight to another se- 
ries of weekly musicals during the 

Oa. 








On the basis of the new cost-of- 
living raise to actors and wage 
boost demands from other unions, 
Broadway legit faces a payroll in- 
crease of around $11,000-$12,000 a 
week for the combined shows. 
With other budget items also con- 
stantly rising, while available 
grosses remain constant, there is 
growing prospect of a general hike 
in the boxoffice scale as the only 
meens of getting the necessary in- 
crease in revenue. 


Soaring production costs and 
operating overhead have already 
forced several adjustmenis. There 
has been a tendency in recent sea-" 
sons to push the admission price 
for musicals from $6 to $6.60 and 
then to $7.20 (including tax), but 
straight plays have remained at 
| $4.80, except for a temporary 
|move a couple of seasons ago to 
have a $6 top Friday and Saturday 
nights. 

A more general tendency has 
been to seek larger-capacity the- 
jatres, both for musica's and 
|straight shows. Thus, houses like 
the Alvin, Barrymore, Beck, Music 
| Box, Royale, etec., that once regu- 
‘larly played nrusicals, now more 
|frequently have straight plays. 
| Also, houses like the Majestic, 
Ziegfeld, 46th Street, once consid- 
ered too large for anything but the 
biggest musicals, are now in great- 
est demand for tune shows, ob- 
viously because of their gross-get- 
ting potential. 

The most striking example of 
this trend toward booking straight 
plays into larger theatres and com- 
bining it with a drastic boxoffice 
boost involves the coming appear- 
ance of Laurence Olivier and 
Vivien Leigh in their twin revivals 
of “Caesar and Cleopatra” and 
| “Antony and Cleopatra” at the 
Zieefeld, for 12 weeks starting 
Dec. 19, at a $7.20 top. Nobody 
has suggested that the 1,628-seat 
theatre is the suitable size for 
|maximum audience appreciation of 
|}the shows, but the management 
| figures that the backstage require- 
|ments of the two ponderous pro- 
| ductions and the huge expense in- 
volved in the engagement, require 

(Continued on page 71) 


See Taft-Hartley Suit 
Unless ATPAM-League 
Settle Sabinson Case 


If the Assn. of Theatrical Press 
Agents & Managers sticks to its 
refusai to accept Lee Sabinson’s 
application for membership, the 
former producer intends to bring 
suit against the union under the 
Taft-Hartley Act. After a week 
‘and a half of conferences, League 
jof N. Y. Theatres representatives 
|and a committee for the union were 
reportedly “approaching a selu- 
tion” yesterday (Tues.). Understood 
ithe deal- wouid inveivé « compro- 
| mise for part-time employment for 
Sabinson. 


ft had been feared in both 
managerial and union circles that 
there was little prospect of ATPAM 
modifying its stand in the matter. 
|The makeup of the committee, in- 
|cluding Wolfe Kaufman, vice-presi- 
dent, who is regarded as favoring a 
‘closed union policy, and board 
| members Hal Olver and Abe Enkle- 
| witz, who are known to have voted 
against admitting Sabinson and are 
\reportedly adamant on the ques- 
tion, was figured a tipoff that the 
ATPAM board was determined not 
| to budge from its position. 


There is still no clear indication 
‘as to the union’s reason for bar- 
ring Sabinson from membership. 
| Milton Weintraub, secretary-treas- 
urer, has refused to discuss the 
| case, on orders from the board, and 
;various board members have de- 
clined comment. Weintraub report- 
jedly denied to producer Herman 


' 


| Shumlin, who sponsored Sabinson's 
(Continued en page 73) 


Delfont, Kanter Split 


London, Sept. 4. 
| After four years, Bernard Del- 
|font has bought out his partner, 
Ben Kanter, who has been asso- 
ciated with him in several shows. 
| Deal involves around $60,000. 
Delfont produced the Broadway 
_reyue of two, years, ago, {Touch 
‘and Go,” in London last season. 
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Bennett- Susan’ Sets B. 0. Record; 


Arden’s Matunuck Mark; Barn News 





Marblehead, Mass., Sept. 4. 


Joan Bennett, starring in “Susan 
and God,” continued her cleanup | 
swawhat tour by setting a new 
house record last week at the Mar- | 
blehead Playhouse with a gross of 
$12,186. Engagement inclided a 
new single performance mark for 
the spot of $1,815 on Saturday 
night (1? and a new matinee rec- | 
ord of $1.255 last Wednesday (29). | 
There were standees at all perform- | 
ances. Miss Bennett’s share for 
the stand was over $5,000. 

The film actress, whose teen-age | 
daughter, Melinda Markey, is fea- 
fured in the role of her daughter 
in the Rachel Crothers play. 
opened last night (Mon.) at the 
Boston Summer Theatre to the bic- 
gest advance in the barn's his- 
tory. Richard Barr, manager at 
Marblehead, wanted her to play a 
return date there next week. and 
John Colden, who produced the 
play originally on Broadway, prop- 
ositioned Miss Bennett to star in a| 
revival. She has to return to Holly- 
wood for her new tele-film series 
starting Sept. 20, however, so the 
tour ends this week in Boston. 





Arden’s Matunuck Record 

Matunuck, R. I., Sept. 4. 

Eve Arden, starring in “Here | 
Today,” broke the boxoffice record | 
last week at the local Theatre-by- | 
the-Sea, registering a gross of | 
$10,550 for niné performances. The | 
previous nine-performance mark, | 
set at the start of the 
Judy Holliday in “Dream Girl,” | 
was $10,445. Miss Arden, who was 
married a week previously to her | 
leading man, Brooks West, drew | 


(Continued on page 71) 


St. Paul Newspapers Un To 
Old Tricks, Nixing Mols. 
Legit Ads in Civic Huff 


Minneapolis, Sept. 4. 





St. Paul newspapers are up to ment shapes up as unusual. There | 


their o'd tricks, refusing to accept 
Minneapolis theatre ads for attrac- 


tions playing their exclusive Twin | 


Cities’ engagements here, and thus 
passing up the down-river city. 


| 
| 


K.C. Resident Theatre Sets 


Four-Play Winter Sked | figure. With only one distinct set- | 


Kansas City, Sept. 4. 
Director Gene Frankel has set a 
schedule of four productions for 
the Resident Theatre’s 1951-52 sea- 


son here. Opener will be “The | 


Happy Time,” beginning Noy. 5. 
Second play to be pr@iuced, 
probably opening early in January, 
will be Ibsen’s “An Enemy of the 
People” Following that will be 
“My Heart's in the Highlands.” 


| Season's closer will be “The Mad- 


woman of Chaillot.” 

The four plays will mark Frank- 
el's first season here. He came in 
from New York recently to fill the 
position formerly handled by Stan- 
ley Ackerman. 


Ballet Theatre Lines Up 
Strong 27-Week Sked; 
Bows With 3 Wks. in N.Y. 


Ballet Theatre, beginning its 
13th year of operation with a 
three-week season at the Met 


| Opera House, N. Y., starting Sept. 
20, has lined up an additional 24 


weeks of bookings on the road, 
for one of its most imposing sched- 
ules to date. 

Sked, which includes the plum 


season by season time in Chicago from Dec. 


27 to Jan. 6, will run four to five 
weeks longer than last year. Book- 
ings, arranged by William Fields, 
were admittedly a tough proposi- 


| tion this year, in face of oppo-| 


sition from the Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo and the Sadler's 
Wells Theatre Ballet of London, 
due to make its U. S.-Canada de- 
but. Next season’s ('52-'53) sked 
should be a little easier. according 
to Fields, who has already start- 
ed booking for that term. 

The three-week N. Y. engage- 


will be only three premiers, as 
against eight last season, but the 
three are newsworthy. One is an 
as yet untitled Bronislava Nijinska 
work another is “Mancenilha,” 


Harmon’s Clinton Season 
Winds Up in Neat Black 


Clinton, Conn., Sept. 4. 
Lewis Harmon, closing his first 
season as strawhat impresario at 
'the Clinton Playhouse last week, 
| completed his summer session 
| with a substantial overall black 


| back on the books and a couple of 

| break-evens, balance of schedule 

came through nicely, individual 

a 500. in some cases hitting around 
1,500. 


“Alice in Wonderland,” sole dud 
of season, set the house back about 
' $1,000, and “Miss Mabel” and 
“Second Threshold” were the 
| even-Steven pair. Top grosser was 
| Olivia de Havilland “Candida,” 
' but “Streetcar Named Desire” 
| equalled the former’s net due to 
/no-name low overhead. Also on 
| the profit side of the ledger were 
| “Glad Tidings,” “Brigadoon” and 


|“Skylark.” Good advance on 
current “Springtime For Henry” 
indicates a profitable season's 
finale. 


Policy for Harmon this year was 
direct opposite of his operation at 
nearby Guilford last season, when 
he functioned on a no-name, $1 
top tome with moderately suc- 
cessful results. Profitable opera- 
tion at Clinton this year is partly 
due to stipulation in sale of his 
former strawhat at Guilford. Pur- 
chased by a church, terms state 
that the building can not be used 
as a theatre, thus removing a 486- 





Best Season to Date Looms 


For N. Y. City Ballet; Last 
| Year's Loss Only $30, 


The N. Y. City Ballet Co.,. which 
|opened its fourth year of. opera- 
|tions at the City Center, N. Y.., 
|last night (Tues.), seems headed 
|for its best year to date. Troupe, 
igiving three weeks of perform- 
|ances this month. will be back in 
| November, and again in February, 





for a total of three “seasons” dur- | 


|ing "51-52. It has a European sea- 
|son of four and a half months set, 
April, with book- 
In the fall of 


| beginning next 
|ings guaranteed. 


|’52, an American tour looms under | 


| Sol Hurok management, the first 
|such for the troupe. And if the 
20% Federal admissions tax is re- 


seat competition from the territory. 


| Inside Stuff—Legit 

The Blaine-Thompson agency, which formerly got the ad accounts 
for virtually all shows in Shubert theatres in New York, currently has 
only two of the five such productions. At the same time, it has four 
ef the eight current shows in independent houses. The accounts for 
the remaining three shows in Shubert theatres and three of the remain- 


ing four offerings in indie houses are handled by the Lawrence Weiner 
agency. The final show (indie) is with Clifford Strohl. 


Although the Shuberts stil] suggest that ads for shows playing their 
‘houses be placed through B-T, there is no longer any compulsion in 
| the matter, and it is not in the booking contracts. The fact that John 
| Shubert is a vice-president of the agency does not affect the freedom 





| 


of producers to give their ad account to agencies of their own choice, 
B-T executives declare. 


| As an example of the latter situation, the ads for “Lace on Her 
| Petticoat,” which opened last night (Tues.) at the Shubert-controlled 
Booth, N. Y., are being placed by Weiner. The latter is a backer of the 
Herman Shumlin production, but his $720 slice is topped by the Shu- 
| berts’ 26° ($9,360) interest. 





“Fact Book, Concerning the Plays of Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein, II,” has been published by Lynn Farnol, personal pub- 
licist for the musical collaborator-producer team, for gratis distribu- 
} tion to editors, writers, libraries, etc. Note in the front of the large, 
| 498-page, cloth-bound volume reads, “This book is a first draft, and is 
| subject to correction and revision. Corrections and additional material 
'for inclusion in later editions will be welcomed at the office of Rodgers 
& Hammerstein.” Volume contains presumably complete lists of all 
| shows and films (and a ballet by Rodgers) by the composer and lyricist 
in collaboration with others and together, plus data as to credits and 
casts, opening.dates, length of runs, tours, quotes from the reviews, 
|and bibliography of newspaper and mag articles about each. There 
|are also bibliographies on the collaborators individually and together, 
| plus lists of prizes and honors awarded to their various shows and to 
| them personally. t 


| Inevitably im a first edition, there are errors and striking omissions 

in the book. For instance, there are no capsule biogs of the subjects 
|and no mention of Hammerstein's book, “Lyrics,” published last year 
by Simon & Schuster. 


The borscht battle of Broadway is a windfall for the dailies via 
extraordinary display space taken in the last three weeks by “Bagels & 
Yox,” which opens at the Holiday (nee Gotham, Central, etc.), Sept. 
| 12, and “Borscht Capades,” which comes into the Royale Sept. 17. Latter 
, show has been a three-season boxoffice winner, clicking at the Brandts’ 
_ Roosevelt Theatre. Miami Beach, last winter, to the degree that the 
theatre circuit commissioned Beckman & Pransky to whip up a suc- 
| cessor Yiddish-American revusical, with the “Bagels & Yox” title. 
| Both vaude-revues are being sold at legit tops of $4.80. Hal Zeiger 

and Mickey Katz are co-producers of “Capades”; latter, a bandleader- 
comedian, also participates in the show which again has Phil Foster 
| as comedy highlight. Katz's son, Joel Grey, is also in “Borscht Ca- 
| pades” and has been mentored by Eddie Cantor, who gave the young- 
| ster a number of TV guest-shots last season. Others in the cast are 
| Barry Sisters, Dave Barry, Jack Hillard, Roasche, Patsy Abbott, Abby 
| Lee, Ted Adair Dancers. 

| The Barton Bros., Lou Saxson, Mary Forrest, Rickey Lane, Marty 
Drake, Lord Buckley and Larry Alpert are in “Bagels.” Al Beckman 
| & John Pransky, co-producers of the latter with the Brandts, have long 
been identified with borscht circuit talent bookings. 








Musician with “South Pacific” was dned $50 last week for smoking 
_ backstage at the Majestic, N. Y., but the N. Y. Fire Dept. has appa- 
| rently taken no action to curb illegal smoking in theatres by audience 
members at intermissions. 
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This time it has happened with choreographed by Madeleine Ro- 
“Springtime for Henry,” now at say, onetime chief choreographer 
the local Lyceum for a fortnight,| of Teatro Municipal, Rio de Ja- 
and not booked into St. Paul at all.| neiro. Third new work is Jean 
As a matter of fact, the St. Paul Babilee’s “Til Eulenspiegel,” to 
sheets are even going a step fur- Richard Strauss music. 
ther this season, turning down ad- There will also be two revivals, 
vertising from the Minneapolis, in Fokine’s “Bluebeard,” out of 
Alvin, burlesque house, which pre- the repertoire since 1946. and 
viousiy they always had accepted. “Prineess Aurora.” 
St. Paul has no burlesque. Troupe will be as strong as last 
When such shows as “Annie Get season, headed by Alicia Alonso, 


| tax After a furore over the latter type viola- 
moved for non-profit institutions, as , tions a couple of seasons ago, an official promised that the department 
now seems likely, company will be | would correct matters, but nothing was done. It was pointed out at 
in good financial as well as artistic | the time that firemen regulariy on theatre duty lack authority to issue 
_ shape. | summons, so presumably a special deputy was on hand when the 
| Troupe gave three “seasons” in Majestic violation occurred. The musician fined last week was Renato 
N. Y. last year ('50-'51), as well as | LaGuardia, 41, a sax player. In asking the maximum fine, a depart- 
making its first appearance in Chi-| ment official urged that an example be set, so employees at other 
cago, and lost about $30,000, a theatres might avoid an accident involving “tragic consequences.” 
relatively small sum for ballet in Smoking by musicians, stagehands, actors, etc., backstage and particu- 
the operations. In one of the N. Y.| larly by actors in dressing rooms, all illegal, is fairly common in 
“seasons.” in early spring, troupe Broadway tlreatres, but is less prevalent and far less dangerous than 
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Your Gun.” “Brigadoon” and “High 
Button S*oes,” to mention a few, 
played Minneapolis exclusively in 
past scvsons. the St. Paul news- 
papers not only always turned 
down their advertising, but re- 


Igor Youskevitch, John Kriza and 
Mary Ellen Moylan, 
highly-touted French duo, Jean 
Babilee and Nathalie Philippart, 
back again as guests. 

Opening night (20) top will be 


with the, 


actually was in the black, for about 
$10,000—a most unusual 


generally wind up in the red, with 
private backers making up the de- 
| ficits. Last fall’s N. Y. run cost 





fused to make any mention in news $6, as against last year’s $4.80, | $10,000, and the June engagement 


columns of their Twin Cities’ pres- 
ence. 
It's the sheets’ way of showing 


with subsequent evenings being 
$3.60. same as before. Troupe has 
a new pressagent this fall in Sam 


dropped $15,000. The Chicago visit 
| cost it another $15,000. 


The $30,000 loss, however, isn’t 


their own and the city’s resent-| Lurie, replacing Walter Alford, on | quite accurate, since the City Cen- 


ment to what is considered an af- 
front to St. Paul by theatrical 
people. On one occasion, the mayor 
even protested to the Theatre 
Guild, sponser of one attraction 
that played only here. 





SARATOGA SPA FINALES | 


WITH BEST SEASON YE 


Saratoga, N. Y., Sept. 4. 

John Huntington stated Satur- 
day (1) that the 1951 season at the 
Spa Summer Theatre was “5 to 
10°" ahead of ‘last year, which 
had been his biggest since opening 
in 1947. “I made some money.” 
he admtted. Huntington pointed 
out that he ran nine weeks this 
summer, compared with eight last 
summer, but the incrase was per- 
centage-wise. 

The strawhat experienced two 


leave of absence in Europe. 


New Orleans Pacts Star 





Names for Onera Season 


New Orleans, Sept. 4. 

The New Orleans Opera Assn. 
will produce Strauss’ “Die Fleder- 
maus” this season, with motion 
picture aames signed for this and 
other productions. Hugh Herbert 
will play the role of Frosch, the 
jailer, in “Fledermaus.” Another 
signed for the opus is John Wen- 
graf, as Orlofsky, a role usually 
played by a woman. 

Director Walter Herbert recent- 
ly signed them on the Coast. Her- 
bert also visited New York where 
he pacted several singers, includ- 
ing Cesare Bardelli for “Tosca,” 
and Anton Dermota. 


poor wecks--the opener, with 
“Clutterbuck” (no star), and the Other stars already signed, who 
followup, “Alice In Wonderland.” will make their first appearances 
Margaret O’Brien cancelled in With the New Orleans Opera Assn., 
“Junior Mise.” which had been set include Robert Merrill, Delia Ri- 
for the teeoff and which Huniing- $21, John Brownlee, Lois Hunt, 
ton expected to be profitable. Two Leonard Warren, Bianche Thebom, 
weeks in which the gross passed Mariiyn Cotlow, Martial Singher 
$8,000 (with 580 seats, at a $3 tep),;and Adelaide Bishop. Those mak- 
were experienced, with Eve Arden ing return engagements include 
and with Melvyn Douglas-Signe Brian Sullivan, Dorothy Kirsten, 
Hasso. Eugene Coniey, Patrice Munsel, 
“No noticeable changes or trends Bidu Sayao, James Pease and 
were observable at the Spa Thea- David Poleri. 
tre this year,” Huntington re- Season gets underway with 


’ “La 
i Traviata” Oct. 11, 


'ter writes off all production costs 
in a current season, instead of 
amortizing them. Last season, for 
lelaborate ballets, including such 
hits as “The Cage.” “La Valse” 
and “Cakewalk,” which will stay 


producing these ballets, however, 
were written off last season. 

Troupe visited England a year 
ago, during the summer, and the 
venture cost them $40,000. Next 
springs SBuropean trip, being 
guaranteed, will bring them in 
,;some coin instead. 

Current N. Y. season will offer 
three premieres, in “The Miracu- 
|lous Mandarin,” “Apollo.” and 
_“Concerto Barocco.” Roster is the 
same as last spring, with one ex- 
|ception. Tanaquil LeClerq,; one of 
the lead dancers, sprained her an- 
kle last week in practice aad will 
be out for most or all the Sep- 
tember run. Maria Tallchief will 
—_ over most of Miss LeClerq’s 
roles. 


Berney Authors ‘Puppet’ 
Dennis, Mass, Sept. 4. 
William Berney, co-author with 








Moon,” “Design for a Stained Giass 
Window” and “Sodom, Tennessee,” 
has completed a solo effort, tenta- 
[Sey titled “The Puppet and the 
| String.” 





~ 


occur- | 
rence, since ballet presentations | 


instance, the troupe staged several | 


= 


in the troupe’s repertory. Cost of | 


similar violations by playgoers during intermissions. 





A strawhat tour for a play prior to its New York presentation is “an 
enormous advantage,” Edward Mabdley, author of “Glad Tidings” (in 
_which Melvyn Douglas and Signe Hasso are starred), said at Saratoga, 
N. Y., Saturday (1). Mabley, who sat in the audience at the matinee to 
observe his brainchild and audience reaction, explained that a summer 
theatre swing is “relaxed and easy .. . it avoids the feeling of the 
| sword of Damocles hanging over your head on the Broadway premiere 
which you get otherwise.” Revisions can be gradually made; actors are 
employed for sometime, “and everyone profits,” Mabley pointed out. 
' He could see “no disadvantage to summer theatre tryout tours,” Mabiey 
added there were only about three shows produced this summer which 
definitely had been “pointed toward Broadway.” 





| Newest blood injected into the planned revival of minstrelsy on the 
Coast is Rocky Syivester, 12-year-old tenor who sings both minstrel 
songs and classical music. Moppet probably will be one of the attrac- 
,tions when the revival gets rolling under the banner of Jimmy Gau- 
ghen’s Old Glory Minstrel Family. 


Shows in Rehearsal 





nald Hammerstein, prod.; Oscar 


) ay ay 2d, or , Dennis 
‘ ng, Jane Pickens, arles Win- 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), ninger, stars. 


CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
| MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
‘cal Drama), O (Operetta). 


“Oklahoma” (MC)—Sitate Dept.- 
Theatre Guild-ANTA, prods.; Rou- 
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Howard Richardson of “Dark of the | Wilson 


The auther has been summering 
at this Cape Cod resort. 


“Darkness at Noon” (D) (road) — — ener, dir; Celeste 
Playwrights Co., prod.; Sidney —, , 
Kingsley, dir.; Edward G. Robin-|. “Out West of Eighth” (C)—Burr 
| son, star. & Pearson, prods.; Mare Connelly, 
| “Death of a Salesman” (D)— dir. 
Kermit Bloomgarden, prod; Del “Paint Your Wagon” (MC)— 
Hughes, dir. Chery! Crawford, prod; Daniel 
| “Faithfully Yours” (CD)—Rich- | Mann, dir.; James Barton, star. 
jard Krakeur, prod; Richard! «gsin¢ Jean” (D) — Theatre 
ray = as Cummings, Guild, prod.; Margaret Webster, 
| Ann ern, stars. : Hagen ‘ 

“Fledermaus” (O) — Metopera, =; we om. 


prod.; Garson Kanin, stage dir.; 
Tibor Kozma, mus. dir. 

| “Kiss Me, Kate” (MC) ‘readi— 
|Subber & Ayers, prods.; John C. 





“Top Banana” (MC)—Sloane & 
Stone, prods.; Jack Donahue, dir.; 
Phil Silvers, star. 

“Twilight Walk” (D) — Richard 
Krakeur, 


. dir. ; Paul Stewart, dir.; 
“Medea” (D) (Berlin)—State-| Nancy Kelly, star. 

|Dept.-ANTA. prods; Guthrie Mc-! YWooD 
|Clintic, dir.; Judith Anderson, | “Beaustone Affair” (D)—French 

t Productions (Fl ‘ © 
| “Mister Roberts” (CD)—Leland William Jarvis, : 
|Hayward, prod.; Joshua Logan, Not Tonight?” (R)—J. 
| dir.; Tod Andrews, star. 'Powell Tomsen, Kent Williams 
| “Musie in the Air” (MC)—Regi-' prods.; Tomsen, dir. 





tigeo st tw Ror Me easiness ee ewe lof oe oe elt = eee tee 


we see es 








es 











Wednesday, September 5, 1951 








Legit Bits 


berlain, treasurer of 


N. Y., vacation- 


Cham 
the Mariin Beck, 


ing in Jamestown and Lak 
N.Y... . Marge Jones will try out 
Edwin Justus -*“T Am 


Mayer’s 

and Edward Caulfie’d’s 
“Blind Spot” this season at her 
Theatre °52, Dallas ... Jack 
Toohey back as associate to Michel 
Mok, pressagent for Rodgers & 
Hammerstein shows, after a 
month’s vacation in Maine... 
Robert Coleman, critic of the N. Y. 
Mirror, underwent minor surgery 
on his knee .. . William Hawkins, 
aisle-sitter of the N. Y. World- 
Telegram & Sun, back from a two- 
week vacation at Glenbrook, Nev., 
after month's visit to England . 

Gretchen Long returns this week 
as secretary in the Aldrich & 
Myers office after her usual sum- 
mer stint at A'tdrich’s Cane Play- 
house, Dennis, Mass. . . . Rosemary 
Thurber, daughter of James Thur- 
ber, and Molly Tuttle, daughter of 
former producer Day Tuttle, were 
apprentices this summer. in the 
prop department of the Falmouth 
Playhouse, Coonamessett, Mass... . 
Eric Daniell, who staged the ap- 
a, production of “They 

new What They Wanted” at Den- 
nis last week, leaves Sept. 15 for 
England, on a Fulbright fellowship. 
Jane Sparks, daughter of actress 
Nydia Westman and David Aldrich, 
son of Richard Aldrich, appeared 
in the show ... Brooks Atkinson, 
critic of the N. Y. Times, partici- 
pated in round-table discussions at 
the Breadloaf ‘(Vt.) Writers Con- 
ference. 


Anthony Brady Farrell will part- 
ner with Charlies Coburn in the 
roduction of “Long Watch,” by 
Morrie Ryskind and yy! Has- 
lip. Farrell nhl aon og his op- 
tion on A. B. “Burst of 
Summer,” but ee ro of 
Louis Verneuil’s “Love and Let 
Love,” with Ginger Rogers, preems 
Sept. 25 . . . Geerge S. Kaufman 
and Leueen MacGrath (Mrs. Kauf- 
man), who authored last season's 
“Small Hours,” have written a new 
script, “Fancy Meeting You Again” 
Charles Mayer will mark his 
20th anniversary as an actor to- 
morrow (Thurs.). He made his 
stage debut in Berlin, subsequent- 
ly appeared in Paris and made his 
Broadway bow in “Bell for Adano” 
. Sel Jacebson, back from a Eu- 
ropean vacation, joins Harvey Sab- 
as associate to pressagent 

Kari Bernstein .. . The 40 men in 


Laughin 


the “Paint Your Wagon” company, | 


including director Daniel Mann and 
the DF poe pe staff, are raising 
bea and letting their hair grow, 
in keeping with the 1849 ack- 
gvound of the show. 

to co-fea- 


Isabel Bigley ageet 
tured oultinn in “ a and Dolls,” 
along with Robert Alda, Martha 
Stewart (subbing for Vivian Blaine) 
and Sam Levene Alan Webb, 


last seen on Broadway in “Wins- 
low Boy,” will play the husband 
in “Nina,” co-sta Gloria 


Swanson and David Plea 
distribution of $40,000 accompanied 
the last accountant’s statement on 
“Guys and Dolls,” bringing the 
ayoff to $70,000 thus far on the 
000 investment. The second 
company has now recouped its 
$180,600 production cost and the 
combined operation is currently 
n about $21,500 a week . 
orton, drama critic of the 
Roane Post, recovering from sur- 
gery ... Katharine Cornell is re- 


portedly plann a Broadway 
resentation of er revival of 
ham’s “Constant Wife,” re- 
cently a sellout.at Central City, 
Coi., with Brian Grace 
George, John Emery and 
Musgreve. o 


City College (N. Y.) school of 
ral studies will offer courses 


acting, playwright and drama 
criticism this fall . embers of 
N. Y. Ticket Brokers, ame ies last 


week signed the new ticket ‘code 
effective to Aug. 31, 1952, but did 
so under protest that the pact does 
not also regulate subscription or- 


ganizations, and that the latter and | 


party agents do not share in t 

cost of enforcen#nt, for which the 

brokers pay a fee of 3c per ticket 
Maude 


Franchot, who recent- | 











Mass., made her stage debut as the 
little in “I Remember Mama” 


there week, ~— 
Klaus Kolmar, publicity direc- 
tor for the Spa Summer eatre, 


Saratoga, N. Y., and his wife, Peg 
Crossfield, scenic designer at the 
strawhat, left with their baby for 
a vacation in Canada. Kolmar will 
return to the S. Hurok office and 
probably will go out with a con- 
cert attraction. He toured South 
America with the Vienna Choir 
Boys last season. 


Henry Garrard, who played the 
juvenile in. “Glad Tidings” on the 
strawhat tour of the new comedy, 
is going into the Henry Aldrich 
television show. Vivian Matalon, 
who has telecast on the “Kraft 
Theatre” program and on “Sus- 


_pense,” was in Saratéga Springs, 


N. Y., Saturday (1), with Edward 
Mabley, author of “Glad Tidings.” 

He read the pari there for Melvyn | 
Douglas, co-star 
Mataion had also read it for Har.ld | 


| Bromley, the producer. 
George Reckford goes from the | 


Blackstone Theatre, Chicago, to 
take over the treasurer’s post at 
the Palace Theatre, when it goes 
legit .Sept. 20. Bill Newman will 
assist. Jerry Sullivan becomes the 
house accountant ... Tommy 
Turner, Chi “South Pacific” stage 
manager, off for Florida vacation 

New lighting board and back- 
stage repairs for the Palace will 
set theatre back an estimated 
$30,000 to convert to legit. Man- 
agement is also putting extra in- 


side boxcffice in the foyer .. .| 


Liam Sullivan back to TV from 
four weeks with Katharine Cornell 
in “The Constant Wife” at Central 
City, Colo. 
William Kezlenko, whose short 
i Be a < These Days,” won 
a recent British 
ome rth is resuming work 
on his collection of short plays for 
publication. 





GUILD SUBSCRIPTIONS 


IN CHI ON INCREASE 


Chicago, Sept. 4. 

Chicago legit interest is way 
ahead of last season and previous 
years, according to Harriet Watts, 
head of the Theatre Guild subscrip- 
tion setup here. Early announce- 
ment of half the season's play list 
has added to the subscription sea- 

son, with over 650 additional sub- 
scribers as at the same time last 
year. “Member of the Wedding,” 
which starts off the season at the 
Erlanger Sept. 17, has a healthy ad- 
vance without any announcement, 
other than in new stories, and with 
no ads as yet. Second offering is 
“Autumn Garden,” with Fredric 
March and Florence Eldridge, Nov. 
12, and Edward G. Robinson in 
“Darkness of Noon” is due in 
Dec. 3. 


It’s possible that “Country Girl” 
will be the fourth play, and it’s 
aiso hoped that a musical will be 
on the list. 


K.C. Starlight Eads Sock; 
Bright 80G With ‘Marietta’ 


Kansas City, Sept. 4. 

Starlight Theatre ciesed out its 
10-week season hére Monday night 
(3) in a biaze of glory, “Naughty 
Marietta” playing an eight-day 
week to standee business for all 
but one performance. Worrisome 
weather bothered three rights of 
the run, but failed to dent the 
attendance. 


“Marietta” played to more than 
63,000 people in the eight Ap 
with the week’s gross topping $80 
000, surpassing the former record 
of $70,000 held by “The Chocolate 
Soldier” earlier in the season. 


Several attraction of the season 





| topped the $50,000 gross, the break- 


$45,000. First 


even figure ae 
only seven-day 


nine shows play 


ly took over active management of b. runs, however. Total take for the 


the Niagara Falls (Ont.) Summer | 
Theatre, of which she has been | 
sole backer, is mulling an offer | 
operate a winter stock ey AN 
Acapulco, Mex... . ha- 
piro shifts from stage manager of 
Affairs of State” to a similar stint 
with “T ht Walk,” with his 
brother Michael Shapiro succeed- 
ing on the former show. Harry 
Essex will | be company manager of 
“Twilight.” 


British actress mely Ghonins 
makes her U. S. “The 
Beaustone Affair,” aah opens 
next Tuesday (11) at Las Palmas, 
Hollywood. William Jarvis directs, 
with Eric Blore toplined. 

Mary Ann Miles, daughter of 
William Miles, director of the 
Berkshire Playhouse, “tockbridge, 





season, a non-profit enterprise, 
| will be well over $500,000, against 
|} a nut of $400,000 to $450,000. 





| Judy-‘Girl’ Sets 20-Year 
Ivoryton Mark With 13G '. 


Ivoryten, Connh., Sept. 4. 
Judy Holliday’ s final week (27-1) | 


of strawhatting was a field day | 
proposition for Milton Stiefel’s | for a straight play. the show pulled | cost 


Ivoryton Playhouse here. With an 
upped top of $3.60, for “Dream 
Girl” gross reached an ap = 
mate $13,000, highest figure in 
house's 20-odd years of Pn 

Stiefel’s pianned extension 
yond Labor Day, with a week of 
“Fourposter,” failed to materialize, 
and spot clesed an overal! profit- 
able season last Saturday (i). 


| holdover engagement of the 





and director. | | 








‘SHOW BOAT’ FINE 216 
IN 1ST TORONTO WEEK 


Toronto, Sept. 4 
Leigh Brill production of 
“Show Boat,” Kamsler 
directing, grossed a smash near-ca- 
pacity $21,000 for seven 
ances as the summer season’s finale 
to Toronto’s introduction to the- 
atre-in-the-round. Blue and gold 
tent setup in midtown Dufferin 
Park, with 1,640 seats at a $3.40 
top, has a $12,000 advance for its 
second week, this being outstand- 
ing when it’s considered that the 
stage version is playing against the 
icture 
at Loew’s here, plus those 1,282,500 
people snared by the first week of 
the Canadian National Exhibition. 


ton K. 


The Brill-Kamsler team is using “Seventeen.” 
Brian Sullivan of the Met, singing Grows in Brooklyn’ 
day 


Ravenal; Kaye Connor as age | 
nolia, Audrey Guard as Julie, W*!- 
liam Smith as Joe and Helen Dow- | 
die as Queenie (both from the Zieg- 
| feld Theatre revival in same roles), 
Stanley Carlson as Captain Andy, 
and Iggie Wolfington, Cynthia Lat- 
ham, Carolyn Adair, Alex McKee. 


Dolls $53,100, 
‘Annie 276, LA. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 4. 

Greek Theatre, reeling from its 
worst season financially, suffered 
an unexpected body blew from 
Southern California's “unusual 
weather” last week. For the first 
time in its six years of operation, 
ozoner was forced to cancel sched- 
uled | aan a because of rain. 
Tuesday and Wednesday shows 
were affected, but the house re- 
covered somewhat with an added 
performance Sunday night (2) and 
the incumbent “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” season's finalist, will be held 
an extra week. First frame’s take 
hit $27,000. 

Only other offering in town, 
“Guys and Dolls,” bounced up- 
ward meanwhile, having been freed 
of the cutrate Civic Light Opera 
season subscription tickets. First 
week of the subscription-free por- 
tion of the stand hit a whopping 
we. *% Musical holds through 

- ae 


‘Lil’ $18,000 in Montreal 








After Crix Tix Hassle, 


Show’s General Panning 


Montreal, 4. 

As leadoff show for the ayety’ s 
new legit policy ‘the house has 
auees ae a vauder featuri 

strippers) Mae Wests © 
Lil — a mild $18,000 for an 
ll-performance stanza last week. 
Engagement ends this Saturday 
by The 1,800-seater is scaled 
ts) 

To overcome the local ruling of 
no show on Sunday, company is 
doing three on Saturdays, with 
one matinee. Run opened on a 
Saturday, Aug. 25. 0 advance 
notice or advertising to this effect 
resulted in a firstclass boxoffice 
hassie on opening night with both 
patrons and crix. The latter were 
particularly miffed when they ar- 
rived at the theatre te find no 
seats to cover the passes sent out 
by the management. One critic, 
S. Morgan-Powell of The Montreal 
Star, who panned the show when 
it appe at His Majesty's last 
year, simply returned his envelope 
unopened. 

Despite the general pan handtd 
out by the critics, Miss West's 
grating bon mots ‘barely audible 
past the 10th row) and her un- 
dulating walk drew the curious to 
as trite a theatrical piece as ever 
offered to Montrealers. 

Following the current produc- 
tion, Mickey Rooney opens next 
Monday (10) in “Sailor Beware.” 
Season continues with Constance | 
Bennett doing “Skylark,” Burgess 
Meredith in the “Silver Whistle” 
and an as yet unnamed vehicle 
starring Franchot Tone. 


‘Love’ 316, New Haven 


New Haven, Sept. 4. 
Preem of Ginger Rogers in 
“Love and Let Love” at the Shu- 
bert last week was a b.o. bonanza, 
idue somewhat to a 75% 
sale. 





just under $31,000 for seven per- | 
formances. 

Current is breakin of ‘ 
to Be Seen” this Thursday 
Saturday (6-8). Next week S| 


‘Remains 


be- | opening of “Saint Joan,” Sept. 1 


15: “Kiss Me, Kate” starts a aan | 
tour here, week of Sept. 17: “Faith- | 
fully Yours” (formerly “Philomen | 
Complex”) preems Sept. 26. 


B’way Dips in Pre-Holiday Lull; 
‘Aisle’ 38146, Blondes’ Up to $33,600, 
Brooklyn’ $21,900, ‘Affairs’ $17,100 


As usual for the pre-Labor Day 
stanza, business eased a bit last 
week on Broadway. Virtually all 
shows but the solid sellouts felt 
the holiday-eve lull, although at- 
tendance zoomed to capacity at 
nearly all offerings Saturday (1), 
possibly helped by the gray, chill 
weather. 





| wk) 








The four shows (“Moon Js Blue,” 
“Stalag 17” and “Tree 

) playing holi- 
matinees Monday (3) had 
bullish houses, but trade generally 
skidded that night, as customary 
on Labor Day evening. Following 
tradition, this week’s grosses are 
expected to be a bit offish again, 
but business is due to spurt next 
week and keep building through 
October and remain healthy 
through November, after which the 
annual pf*-Christmas decline will 


| start. 


The total gross for all 12 
shows last week was $385,300, 
or 81% of capacity, For the 
corresponding week last year. 
the 15 current productions 
grossed $335,800, or 69% of 
capacity. 

Five representative moderate 
draws last week played te 68% 
of capacity, a dip of 9%. The 
previous week's tetal gross for 
all 12 shows was $390,200, or 
82% of capacity. 

This week's only yg, © is 
“Lace on Her Petticoat.” e 
week brings a return pa On 
of Mae West in “Diamond Lil,” 
with “Out West of Eighth” due 
the following week, and “Twilight 
Walk” and “Love and Let Love” 
scheduled for the week of Sept. 24. 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” 
closed Sept. 15 and “Rose Tattoo” 
leaves Oct. 27, both to tour. There 
are no other announced closings, 
but at least two additional shows 
need considerable b.o. improve- 
ment to hold on in the face of | 
incoming productions. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: 

CD ‘(Comed 
MC (Musical | 
cal Drama), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer, 
respectively, to top price, (*indi- 
cates using two-for-ones), number 
of seats and capacity gross: Fre 
includes 20% amusement tax, but 
grosses are net: t.e., exclusive of 
tar. , 

“Affairs of State,” Music Box 
(49th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012; $26,874). 
eto" ,190 (previous week, 


“Call Me Madam,” Imperial 
‘47th wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,400; $51,- 
847). Nearly $51,800 (previous 
week, $52,100). 

“Gentlemen Prefer er * 
Ziegfeld (9lst wk) (MC-$6; 


-Drama), (Revue), 


$48,244). Almost $33,600 Pa 
ous week, $32,500); closing Sept. 
15, to tour. 


“Guys and Dells,” 46th St. (41st 
wk) (MC-$6 60: 1,319; $43,904). As 
aiways, all the house will hold; 
$44,400 


“King and I,” St. James (23d 
(MD-$7.20: 1,571; $51,717). 
Also gets the limit every week; 
$51,700. 

“Moon Is Blue,” Miller (26th wk) 
(C-$4.80; 920; $21,586). Seer 


$15 igootiees week. $16,400): 


closing Oct. 27, to 

“Seventeen,” , (11th 
wk) (MC-$6; 1,160; $37,000). Nearly 
$27,000 (previous week, $25,400). 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (124th 
wk) (MD-$6; 1,659; $50,186). About 
$50.800 again. 

“Stalag 17,” 48th St. (17th wk) 
(CD-$4.80; 921; $21,547). Nearly 
$13.100 ‘previous week; $14,100). 


Grows in Brooklyn,” Al- 
vin (20th wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,331; 
, $47,167). Almost $21,900 iprevi- 


ous week, $23,400). 

“Two on the Aisle,” Hellinger 
(7th wk) (R-$6; 1.527: $48,500). 
Nearly $38,500 (previous 
$41,100). 

Opening This Week 

“Lace on Her Petticoat,” Booth | 
(C-$4.80; 766; $20,235). Aimee 
Stewart's London play, produced 


week, 


advance and directed by Herman Shumlin; 
At the record top cf $4.80 | production capitalized at $36,000. 


about $22,000 ‘excluding 
$5.000 in bonds) and can break 
even at around $8,400; opened last 
night (Tues.); (London production 
| reviewed in VARIETY, Dec. 20, "50). 
FUTURE SCHEDULE 
“Diamond Lil,” Broadway, Sept. 
14 (touring) (reviewed in VARIETY, 
| April 11, °28; Feb. 9, "49}. 
“Out West of “Yighth.” Barry- 
more, Sept. 26 (rehearsing). 


“Twilight Walk,” Fulton, Sept. 
24 (rehearsing). 

“Love and Let Love,” Plymouth, 
Sept. 25 (trying out) (reviewed in 
Variety, Aug. 29, 51). 

“Remains te Be Seen,” Morosco, . 
Oct. 3 (rehearsing). 

“Saint Joan,” Cort, Oct. 4 (re- 
hearsing) ‘original Theatre Guild 
production reviewed in VARIETY, 
Jan. 17, "24: Katharine Cornell re- 
vival reviewed March 11, ’36), 

“Music in the Air,” Ziegfeld, Oct. 
6 (rehearsing) (original production 
reviewed in Vartety, Nov. 15, ’32). 

“Glad Tidings,” Lyceum, Oct. 10 
(strawhat.- tryout reviewed in 
Variety, June 13, 51, under title 
“Sacred and Profane”’). 

“Paint Your Wagon,” Winter 
Garden, Oct. 15 (rehearsing). 

“Pay-Off,” unspecified theatre, 
week of Oct. 15. 

“Buy Me Blue Ribbons,” 

Oct. 17. 

“Faithfully Yours,” 
Oct. 18 (rehearsing). 

“Barefoot in Athens,” Beck, 
week of Oct. 29 (rehearsing). 

“Top “Sanana,” Shubert, Nov. 1 
(rehearsing). 

“Gigi,” Fulton, Nov. 21. 

“Nina,” Royale, week of Dec. 3. 

“Point of Ne Return,” unspeci- 
fied theatre, Dec. 12. 

“Caesar” - “Antony,” Ziegfeld, 
Dec. 19 (current in London). 


‘Pacific’ $51,300, 
Moon’ 22446, Chi 


Chicago, Sept. 4. 


Empire, 
Coronet, 








| “South 
C (Comedy), . (Drama), 


Comedy), AD (Musi- | 


| ding” 
| Blondes” is very hgavy. 


There were no pre-holi dol- 
drums here with the legit xof- 
\fice rin ng up a merry tune. 
acific” again went clean 
land “Moon Is Blue” is outdoing 
its New York partner by quite a 
stretch. In the meantime, the ad- 
vance for “Member of the Wed- 
and “Gentlemen Prefer 


There are no definite October 
bockings, ough both “Happy 
Time” and “ ag 17” are expect- 
ed in the early part of the month. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Moon Is Blue,” Harris (18th 
week) ($4.40; 1,000). Comedy is 
still ages great business. Smash 


2,500 

South Pacite.” Shubert, (42nd 
> ($5; 

sell-out Gigs eanin. wet gat 300. 


Central City Season Ends 
With Record 1626 Take; 
Cornell-‘Wife’ Boff 936 


Central City, Col., Sept. 4. 

Closing the nga season since 
its reopening in 1932, after being 
closed for years, the ‘Central City 
Opera House summer play festival 
rolled up a record gross of around 
$162,000, with the ~¥ of staging 
being about $150,000. sey | + ~ 





the Ball” and Beautiful Gala- 
tea,” 10 — SS The on these 
was ,000, nut being 


$87, 

For the final four weeks, the as- 
sociation ed “Constant Wife,” 
starring Ka ne Cornell, Brian 
Aherne and Grace George, which 
played to sellouts all along, to a 
gross of about $93,000, with the 





cost about $68,000. Season closed 
Saturday (1). 
| With a seating capacity of 735 
|for legit, and about 50 seats less 
‘for the opera, because of the or- 
chestra pit, prices for legit ran 
| from $23.25 to $7.50, and for the 
spose from $3.55 to $7.50. The 
i$ was top for opening night, 
with other tops pp &. $6.55 for the 
operas and $5.70 for “Constant 
Wife.” The gross is remarkable, 
| considering it is piled up in a town 
of less than 1,000, and is 45 miles 
away from a city of any size, 
Denver. Tickets were sold to 
more than 35 states, Canada and 
Engiand. 


Fred F. Finklehoffe is paging 
Roddy McDowall for a star role in 
“Eight Cousins,” Sally Benson - 
play with music, which he has 
scheduled for next spring's pro- 
\ duction. 
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Strawhat 


Kin Hubbard 


Westport, Conn., Sept. 4. 
Lawrence Langner, Armina Marshall 
& John C. Wilson presentation of comedy 
by Lawrence Riley, based on biography 
by Fred C. Kelly. Stars Josephine Hull, 
Tom Ewell, June Lockhart, John Alex- 
ander; features Queenie Smith, Katharine 


Raht, William LeMassena. Directed by 
Wilson. Setting and lighting by Elson 
Elder. At Cauntry Playhouse, Westport, 
Conn., Sept. 3, ‘51. 


Mrs. Hubbard 


Mary Schofield Loraine Grover 


Ada Hubbard......... Katharine Raht 
Tom Hubbard........ William LeMassena 
Ed Hubbard ...,....+-. John Alexande 
Kin Hubbard .......6.55. Tom Ewell 

OP. o«.. . + s00ed¥ecetsecese June Lockhari 
Tippy Cook = .... ..ccsees Neal Wilder 


Charley McSweeney Edwin Jerome 
Goldie McSweeney... 


Major Dixon 


Fred Irving Lewis 





Kin Hubbard was the family 


name of Abe Martin, a widely- 
syndicated columnist of the 
Hoosier school, who flourished 


from 1906 to 1930 and was dubbed 
“a joker in fact” by the master- 
ful James Whitcomb Riley. 

Fred C. Kelly has written a biog- 
raphy of the humorist, and al- 
though it is still to be released, 
Kelly's work is the basis of this 
play by Lawrence Riley. Maybe 
the book should have come out 
first, to brief a new day in the 


legend and accomplishments of 
Abe Martin. An awful lot of work 
is still to be done, if this stage 


biography is to be regarded as a 
tribute to a fly-by-night newsman 
and actor who became a prosper- 
ous paragrapher. 


The Hubbards were self-styled | 


larks, according to  playwrighi 
Riley. It's hard to believe that 
they were as long-winded as 


Riley's Hubbards, for after all Kin 
as Abe Martin made his success 
by getting to the point as quickly 
as possible. Someone had better 
get a move on if “Kin Hubbard” 
is to justify the confidence of its 
expensive cast and _ enthusiastic 
sponsors. 

Kin is the youngest son in a 
family that runs a good little news- 
paper in Bellefontaine, O., at the 
turn of the century. He is gen- 
erally irresponsible until he gets 
a job on an Indianapolis news- 
paper, and marries a very pretty 
and determinedly ambitious young 
lady from that city. Back in Belle- 
fontaine and pounding out a 
column of funny sayings on the 
family journal, Kin may be going 
to editorial seed, his helpmate 
fears. 

So she tries to sell his works to 
a visiting compe! vonagaed from 
Chicago he publisher is very 
pompous about the homely little 
pieces and Kin refuses to buckle 
to his views. Of cpurse he ulti- 
maiely sells his column to another 
syndicate, and his fame begins. 

Tom Ewell, dividing his time be- 
tween the screen and the stage, 
plays the central role with relish. 


. 


. Josephine Hull | 


Queenie Smith | 





THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS 


injecting in this parallel to “To- 


bacco Road.” He should put more 


Reviews 


| He is properly rustic in his inno- - 
icence, canny in his instincts and Play deals with 
flamboyant in his appearance.| mountain people, 
The ever-welcome Josephine Hull| Green Hills, Mo. 
‘as his doting mother has had fun-|efforts of a mountaineer wife, 
nier roles than this one, but her | Sarah Rock ‘Bea Chilson) and her 
familiar vagaries and list-to-star-|married daughter Penelee Hollis 
board as she puddles around the | (Rosemary Prinz), 
stage wins her the evening's great- 
est plaudits. 

Although she is too pretty and | 
| talented to be a nag, June Lock- | 
hart almost succeeds as Kin’s am- 
bitious wife. John Alexander has 
little to do as an editor-brother 
tand doesn’t do it too well this time. 

Queenie Smith, back on the east- 
ern stage for the first time in 
|years, is breezily brought on as a 
| roadshow actress, stopping over in 
| Bellefontaine for a one-night per- 
iformance. She's lost none of the 
zip that delighted theatregoers 25 | mot 
\vears ago. Fred Irving Lewis is | 
a caricature of any big-city pub-| prings no results, so the gal has an 
lishcr, and William LeMassena is | agair with the peddler, Ab Granger 
pretty sophisticated as a Hubbard | (Joseph Hardy) and decides she has 
brother who superintends the | wronged herself. She suddenly de- 
Bellefontaine high school. Katha-| cides to reform her way of life 
rine Raht is fine as a Hubbard | The guy turns out io be a federal 
sister, and Loraine Grover and . 
Neal Wilder are an attractive pair| the Army payroll. 
of youngsters. The veteran Edwin! an excellent job here. 

Jerome completes the cast. | Martin as Rock, the jailer-judge- 

John C. Wilson has staged “Kin” 
at some length. Doul. 


are excellent. 


a backwoods 


housed 





father. 
bank to prove the need of o!d man 
| Rock's services to the community. 


'for a nearby Army camp. 


; scene. He takes board and room in 
‘the combination home and jail- 


|“cozy” up to the peddler. 


| excellent job, carrying most of the 
| weight in the humor department. 
Ray Newcomer as Rorick Hollis, 
ithe son-in-law; Kay MacDonald as 
Valerie Bates; Joseph Elic as Ross 
| Claypool, and Stuart MacIntosh as 
Isaac Taylor, the three members 
lof the town council; and Larry Bu- 


A Little Evil 
Litchfield, Conn., Aug. 28. 


Leonard Altobell presentation of com- 
edy in three acts (four seenes) by Alex- 
ander Greendale. Directed by Altobell 


Sets and lighting’ by Clark Smith. At | e . : 
Litchfield (Conn.) Summer Theatre, Aug | chanan as Tim Luton, the guitar 
28, ’51 _ | playing prisoner, all turn in com- 
Dantes Rock... ...se0. John Martin | mendable performances. Set and 
Oren BOGE ..céicccsecs Bea Chilson | ,, : a sie : ‘ mapa 
Penelee Hollis.......... Rosemary Prinz | lighting by Clark Smith are okay. 
OGG HEME. . cccetceces Ray Newcomer Eck. 
PN « + s5 5660066 . barry Buchanan 

Valet Pn «e906 Kay Macdonsl 


7 
Ross« Tesrpest 
’ c Taylor 

Ab Grancer...... 


Joseph Eli 
Stuart MacIntosh | 
Joseph Hardy | 


A Door to a Reom 


Dennis, Mass., Aug. 27. 

| Eunice Healey, Charles K. Freeman & 
, Albert H. Lewis production of drama by 
Joanna Wade. Diwected by Charles K 
Setting by 





seas of 
Broadway, “A Little Evil” shou!d | 


On the play mortality 


Freeman. Eugene 


| Rock (John Martin), husband and | 
They rob the community | and characters, among them broth- 


' 
1 
J 
j 


' 


| 


' 


sleuth searching for the thieves of | 
Hardy turns in | 


| seems as confused as the sc 
justice of the peace-father, does an | 


resent state, although it does give 
stelle Winwood an effective role 


meat onto his piot. Direction and' of a half-demented old. woman 
acting are good. Comedy situations | which she plays to 


a wealth of telling detail. 


Miss Winwood portrays Flora 


atop | Wilthorpe, a woman of 75 who for 
It concerns the|the past 37 years has never left 


her hotel room where she hid, fol- 
lowing the scandal which resulted 
from her husband's taking off with 


in trying to save | another woman. Now the hotel is 
ithe job of sheriff, justice of the | about to be demolished, and the 
| peace, judge, jailer, etc., of Daniel | management wants her out. 


Plot is overloaded with incidents 


er-in-law Kennard Wilthorpe, who 
turns out to have killed Flora’s hus- 


house willed to her: near-estranged 


in getting the old woman out; Jo, 
a dumb young punk murdered by 


| house of the sheriff. The two chicks | Flora when he attempts to rob her; 
| become suspicious of the peddier | Jo’s aunt, the chambermaid Ellen; 
and the gal is instructed by the | Mrs. Baudille, fat, aging lush who|is appreciative and enthusiastic, 
her and her own conscience to | also is reluctant to leave the hotel. | and standee trade has been in ef- 
This | The ending is indecisive and vague. | fect for night performances since 


} 


rfection, with | 





'In the bank also was the payroll| band and stolen the money and) 


| Following the bank cracking job, | wife Stanice; spoiled young daugh- | 
a travelling peddler appears on the | ter Barbara, who plays a major role 








Legit Follow-Up 


Kiss Me, Kate 
(COLISEUM) 
London, Aug. 30. 

Valerie Tandy, Julie Wilson's 
successor as Bianca, made her de- 
but the week of the show’s 200th 

rformance. She brings a breezy 

reshness to the character in her 
individual gamin style, net emu- 
lating the sophistication of her pre- 
decessor. She scores chiefly with 
the sock comedy number, “Always 
True in My Fashion,” and makes 
the most of opportunities to im- 
press her personality. 

Show still goes on with blithe 
smoothness, with Patricia Morison 
and Bill Johnson firm favorites as 
the quarrelling lovers, and dancers 
and singers maintaining their high 
ened of efficiency. Audience 











In addition to Miss Winwood's | the opening night five months ago. 
| skilled depiction of an old woman's | 
| wavering world between sanity and | 


hallucinations, there are vigorous 
performances by Brandon Peters, 
Georgia Harvey, Lucille Benson, 
Logan Ramsey, Leona Maricle, Va- 
nessa Brown and David Ross. 


Direction of Charles K. Freeman | 


pt, and 
while the set of Eugene Fritsch, 
with its scrim disclosing Flora’'s 


room, is atmospheric, the design |!ast 
gives a reduced view to customers | “Shadow 


| 


Clem. 





Off-B’ way Show 











Yeurs Till Yesterday 
(PROVINCETOWN PLYHSE, N.Y.) 


The Provincetown Playhouse’s 
tenants were O'Casey’s 
of A Gunman” and 


‘on the extreme sides of the theatre. | Synge’s “Playboy of the Western 


There is too much slow exposition, | World.” 


foliowed by hasty jumps to quicken 
the plot, jumps which only leave 
one to guess certain 
points. 


| 


important | statement. 
More suspense and char-| actor-playwright, uses a stock plot, 


To say that its latest 
occupant, this new play by Ken 
Parker, is a comedown, is an under- 
Parker, young N. Y. 


‘acterization are needed, too. In its| one dealing with the psychopathic 


Fritsch. | 


- nem. 8 ; At Ca Playhouse. Dennis, Mass.. Aug 
| have a Kon-Tiki chance of survival. | 27, ‘si : 
It is a skimpily constructed craft | Ellen . “oe paeves 
g av ¢ , ¢ ? meomesae ga | OO. +<sccccocecccscceses vzan Ramse) 
that may stay afloat only because of | Waiter Eric Daniell 
it's profanity in dialog SE, os Séecduaean Howard Wendell | 
A winner of an ANTA playwrit- ene ce eeeees ; Frese Sephens 
ine « o< Se _ aa usty ecccoeseames av OSs 
ing award, this one-setter can be | Mrs ee 2 Lucille Benson 
put on the boards on a low nut and | Kenard Wilthorpe ........ Brandon Peters 
small cast. As a comedy with mu- Mr. Pryor John McKee 


cess. -Estelle Winwood 


Flora Wilthorpe 
Stanice Wilthorpe .... 
Barbara Wilthorpe...... 
Chad Endicott owen 
Policeman. . 
Ambulance Driver 
Weorkmam..........+- 





sic, it can do very well without the 
latter, which consists of a hillbilly 
|character occasionally strumming | 
on a guitar. 

After a halty, sluggish first act. 
“A Little Evil” gets down the ways. 
| With a slew of salty profane utter- | 
| ings to put wind into its sails, it 
‘keeps moving at a fast clip until 
| almost the final curtain. Rewriting | some major revising. As it is, the 
| of the opening and closing will im- brilliant main idea is _ badly 
| proye the pace and tighten the | cramped by amateurish treatment 
| Show. Author Alexander Green-| in development and dialog. Play 
dale has done a crafty job of humor lis unthinkable for Broadway in its 


Leona Maricle 
Vanessa Brow 
Tom Trvo 
James Tartan 
Ted Thieme 
Edward Knight 





“A Door to a Room” might have 
been a first-class thriller, and may 
yet be if author Joanna Wade does 
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Just Completed 


8 SENSATIONAL MONTHS 
ON BROADWAY 


as “Bianca” in “Kiss Me, Kate" 


MARILYN DAY 


Currently STARRING in 
“FINIAN’S RAINBOW” 


+ + % % OH HH 





By John Rosenfield 


. « « There is MARILYN DAY as the 
Police Gazette newswoman named Maisie 
Deli in “Miss Liberty.” 

As MARILYN DAY, she arrested New 
York attention es Lisa Kirk’s successor 
in “Kiss Me, Kate.” We expect her to 
gather more reciame with opportunities 
for she’s st good en irving Berlin 
singer as we ever heard and we've heard 
Merman. 

An irving Berlin singer must have a 
loud, brassy quality with a couple of coo- 
ing overtones. She must have as clean 
diction as a Shakespearian actress. She's 
gotta get rhythm and give a good imita- 
tion of a girl whe loves to be singing. 
This, then, was MARILYN DAY, and if 
you don’t believe in paragons catch her 
“Homework” solo during the next fort- 
night and her duet with Haymes on the 
subject of “A Little Fish in a Big Pond.” 
She is young, rangy and saucy, too.” 

- +» “MARILYN DAY, one of the most 
— Irving Berlin singers of the dec- 


” 


Personal Management: DEBORAH COLEMAN 


Lambertville Music Circus 
Lambertville, New Jersey 


(UNTIL SEPT. 9TH) 


THE DAILY TIMES HERALD (Dallas) 
By Clifford M. Sage 
“MARILYN DAY, the show’s pert sou- 
brette, halted the proceedings with her 
super-selling of “Homework,” and she 
would perhaps still be singing encores 
if the audience arranged it. MARILYN 
DAY unfailingly electrified the stage.” 


THE PITTSBURGH PRESS 
By Ralph Lewando 

“The acting singing role of Sharon, 
Finian’s daughter, is revealed with fi- 
nesse by MARILYN DAY. Miss DAY 
knows how to create mood in her sing- 
ing, with gratifying results. 

-. + She won the audience.” 


Phone: Plaza 9-1803 


| 
| 


ald Squire. Directed by Anthony PFelissier. 
Settings and costumes, Fanny Taylor. 
Vaudeville Theaire, London, Aug. 29. 

$2 top. 

The General 

.; .:6000¢e8e6sneees 

DEED. osc ceneteeeeeeen Isabel Jeans 
err Ronald Squire 
, 6 n0-acnehesweas Nicholas Phipps | Dennis, 
| PERGERGERE.. 0 cc cccccccccoce Ronald Howard 
ns 604906060400000 60008 Fanny Carby 
Toto sseeeeeees- Lanee Secretan 
Marie-Christine. .......... Angela Foulds 
| Emily deeseebe Jane Henderson 
The Hunchback.......... Jo Burch 


! 


| 


} 


present state, “Door” sticks fast. 
Durg. 


Play Abroad 


Ardeie 
London, Aug. 31. 


Linnit & Dunfee production of comedy 
in three acts by Jean Anouilh, translated 
by Luecienne Hill. Sturs Isabel Jeans. Ron- 

















Almost every line of this latest 
Jean Anouilh comedy will offend 
somebody. It is a wholly unmorai 
mixture of lechery, lunacy and de- 
formity, with scarcely one redeem- 
ing character. An tomes midway 
to philosophize on true love fizzles 
out, and leaves disillusion and an 
unpleasant taste in the mouth. The 
author’s tactics will certainly 
shock, and for that reason the play 
may prove a draw. 


Set in a country house in France 


‘of 1912, a decadent household is 
‘assembled for a family conclave. 
| Head of the house is an old goat 


,an adjoining room. 


| sible. 


lent as the 
|while Jane 


' 











i 


of a general, who paws the house- 
maid with true Gallic abandon 
while his insane wife lustily shrieks 
for him at regular intervals from 
It is implied 
that she has lost her reason for 
love of him, but it is later revealed 


in a revolting tirade, that his con- | 


stant infidelities have been respon- 
One daughter arrives with 
her husband and lover. The latter is 
jeaious and proprietary while the 
husband, outwardly complacent, 
salves his wounded pride _ by 
acquiring a young mistress. The 
other. daughter, a middle-aged 
hunchback, is locked in her room 
and is the subject of the debate. 


One breath of fresh air concerns 
the general's second son who wor- 
ships his brother's wife—but this 
turns stale later. 
young children of the household re- 
flect the contaminating surround- 
ings, and ape their elders. 


Isabel Jeans is amusing and her 
usual soignee self as the two-hus- 
band daughter. Ronald Squire, 
suave and accommodating as her 
lawful mate, supplies a and a 
degree of pathos. Nicholas Phipps 
is duly correct and self-possessed 
as the third side of the triangle. 


J 


| 
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Even the two’ 


George Relph revels in his part as | 
the rogue of a father, with Ronald 


Howard a gentle, contrasting figure 
as his unhappy son. Lance Secre- 
tan and Angela Foulds are excel- 
recocious youngsters 
enderson makes the 
most of one dramatic ap 
as the wronged wife. eronica 
Hurst flits ghostlike among the 


| 


arance | 


character, who comes close to 
wrecking the lives of the people 
around him. It makes demands on 
the playright that Parker isn’t able 
to meet. 

In “Yours Till Yesterday,” a 
young man from Boston has a good 
chance of being happy with a girl 
who lives near the railreed tracks, 
until his domineering sister moves 
in on them, and tries to seduce him 
when she finds out that she is not 
really his sister. It is full of 
“strong” scenes, and the author's 


3) | habit of invariably striking the 


wrong note in his writing causes 


George Relph | the actors and the audience a good 
Veronica Hurst! deal of embarrassment. 


The per- 
ances of Dee Wood, Russell 
Jayn Fortner and Nell 
Clark are such as to indicate that 
they could be very - epee, in 
ale, 


‘Skylark’ $7,900, Princeton 
Princeton, Sept. 4. 

Constance Bennett in “Skylark” 
grossed a disappointing $7,900 at 
the McCarter Theatre here last 
week. Poor weekend attendance 
was attributed by the management 
to the Labor Day exodus. 

Show was the final production 
of Herbert Kenwith’s summer sea- 
son at MeCarter. 


form 


sensibly written parts. 











of Road Attractions: 
Include 


RICHMOND, VA. 


in your big city tour this season. 
A big week! A big gross! 300,000 
pecpie! A show-going town! Pow- 
erful promotion! Easy traasporte- 
tion! Only legit in. 160 miles! 


WRVA THEATRE 


1280 Seats 
Contact Jack Stone, Mgr., or UBO 


Big auditorium attractions beoked in 4.600 
seat house. 











SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1930 
Play, Brokers and 
Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
7623 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46, Cal. 

















AVAILABLE 
ONE NIGHT OR LONGER 


2,800 seat auditorium in Downtown 
wee. For information, phene or 
e: 


MR. MAURICE WAGNER 


Woodward 3-6800, 114 West Adams, 
Detroit 26, Michigan. 








more vigorous characters as the | 
| young daughter-in-law who marries | 


the wrong brother.. Clem. 


(Play, translated by Cecil Rob-| 


son, was a quizk Broadway f 
two seasons ago under the title 
“Cry of the Peacock.”—Ed.) 


lop of | 


GOING INTO PRODUCTION? 
Uy experience: administrative, execu- 
tive — pubtic relations, fund-raising, 
writing, organizing; professional stage 
experience. My aim: to develop thea- 
tre career with producer. 


Ava'lable - Bex V-941, 
Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New York 19. 
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capacity trade at all but the mat- 
inees. Absolute pny ey the 
engagement would have been $11,- 
500, without passes. 

Producers Hal Wise, Donald 
Wolin and Harold Schiff, who took 
over management of the 18-year- 
old strawhat this season, instituted 
a star system. In addition to the 
theatre, they operated a nitery at 
= inn, bringing acts from New 

ork. 





‘Mill’ $17,117, Cohasset 
Cohasset, Mass., Sept. 4. 
The South Shore Music Circus, 
concluding its first season here, 


came up last week with the biggest | 


strawhat gross in New England his- 
tory. The Richard Aldrich tent 





| 


ing Sept. 24 and a premiere at the 
in New York Oct. 10 under 
the aegis of Harald Bromley, 





Troy Strawhat Winds Up 
Troy, N. Y., Sept. 4. 
The first season for Troy on the 
strawhat circuit ended Sunday 
night (2) when Frank Meyers’ 
Frear Park Summer Theatre gave 
the final performance of “Fatal 
Weakness,” 


Montana Players Prep _ 
Fifth Far West Tour 


Virginia City, Mont., Sept. 4. 

The Virginia City Players, end- 
ing their regular strawhat season 
at the Old Stone Barn Playhouse 
here last weekend, are readying 
their fifth winter tour of California, 
Utah, Wyoming; Idaho, North Da- 
kota, Oregon, Washington and Mon- 
tana. The non-Equity professional 
group, originally started with the 
idea of luring tourist trade to 
Virginia City, does deadpan pro- 
ductions of 19th-century plays. The 





one to be toured this season will 


with Diane Tillman, | be “Rip Van Winkle.” 
apprentice in earlier productions, | 


Troupe is under the management 


in the lead. Meyers, former city | and direction of Larry Barseness, 


official, who had his wife, Betty 
Shannon, as director, expressed 
satisfaction with the results. 

“I did not make any money, but 
I cleared expenses and I built for 
the future,” he said. He added 


rang up a take of $17,117 for eight | that a 10-year-lease on the 120- 
performances of “Red Mill.” That | ceat pra, is held. 


not only topped its own previous 


The Frear Park Equity group, 
weeks but also bettered anything | gid the best business wLY « Frou. 


rung up this season or last at its| Kissed Me,” which was presented | 


|formerly with the Oregon U..drama 
department. 





Play Out of Town 











In the Summerhouse 
Philadelphia, Aug. 25. 


: Hea 
companion spot, the Cape Cod Mu-|jast season at the Playhouse in| in mee em, eatre Production of drama 


sic Cireus, Hyannis. 

Latter tent nevertheless had a 
bumper closing week, coming 
through with a gross of $16,800 
with “Brigadoon.” The season 
washup at Aldrich’s two other 
barns, the Cape Playhouse, at Den- 
nis, and the Falmouth Playhouse, 
Connamessett, was moderate. For- 
mer grossed just under $8.000 with 
the tryout of “Door to a Room,” 
while the latter tabbed a satisfac- 
tory $9,900 with “Pal Joey.” 





‘Seotch’ $9,400, Westport 
Westport, Conn., Sept. 4. 

Aimee Stewart's “A ase of 
Scotch,” which had been around 
fer about 10 years under the title 
of “Jeannie,” grossed a comfortable 
$9,400 last week at the Westport 
Country Playhouse, with Margaret 
Phillips and John Forsythe co- 
starred. Local reviews and audi- 
ence reaction were favorabie and 
the Theatre Guild, which has an 
— on the romantic comedy, 
plans to produce it on Broadway 
this season if satisfactory revisions 
are forthcoming. 

A$ its season finale, the Play- 
house is currently offering a try- 
out of “Kin Hubbard,” by Law- 
rence Riley, author of the 1934-35 
hit, “Personal Appearance.” Jose- 

hine Hull, Tom Ewell, June Lock- 

art and John Alexander are 

starred in the comedy, which Ewell 
and Playhouse manager Philip 
Langner hope to present in New 
York this fall. 





‘Curtain’ 7G, Olney 
Olney, Md., Sept. 4. 

Veronica Lake in “Curtain Rises” 
managed only a fair $7,000 in last 
week's session at the Olney Thea- 
tre. Stint was a personal ———_ 
for the screen star so far as the 
critics were concerned, but the 
opus took a eral pounding. 
Despite a mi week, Saturday 
night was SRO. 

Leo Carroll in “Home at Seven,” 
new show with way aspira- 
tions, opens tonight (4). This is a 
cold opening; with very little ad- 
vaace interest. However, if press 
reception is biz will build. 

Final three weeks of Olney ap- 

ar assured of virtually capacity 

iz, with advance for all three 
shows very heavy. “Pal Joey,” 
with Carol Bruce, bows in next 
Tuesday (11), with return of the 
Jessica Tandy-Hume Cronyn click, 
“Fourposter,” following. Tryout of 
“Music in Air” winds up season, 
beginning ‘week of Sept. 25. 


Biondell $11,500, Hub 
- Bosto 


n, Sept. 4. 
“Come Back, Little Sheba,” with 
Joan Blondell, pulled a neat $11,- 
500 at the 917-seat Boston Summer 
Theatre last week. It was scaled 
at $2.80 top. 
“Susan and God” is current. 


*Tidings’ $8,200, Saratoga 
Saratoga, N. Y., Sept. 4. 
Melvyn Douglas and Signe Hasso, 
in Edward Mabley’s new comedy, 
“Glad Tidings,” ed about $8,- 
200 — second highest in the = 
Summer Theatre's history—on the 
closing week for the 580-seater, at 
a $3 top. Figure was topped only 
by the $8,613 which Eve Arden 
recently drew, — John 
Huntington said. Huntington had 
a chance te bring Judy Holliday 
here or: a percentage deal for an 
oe Awe oe he | Be = 
too great a ~ e 
season ended. 

Mabley, who drove from New 
York to catch the Saturday mati- 
. himself as well 
pleased with the performance. He 
said that the , continuously re- 
vised since it began a tour of 
summer theatres, would undergo 
further revision, and “several cast 
changes” when it goes into rehear- 
sal “in 10 days” for a Detroit open- 














Albany (six miles from _ Troy). 
Other pieces included “John Loves 
Mary,” “Torch Bearers,” “For Love 
or Money,” “There Is Always 
Juliet,” “The Late Christopher 
Bean” and “Happy Days.” Meyers 
experimented with newspaper copy 
off the theatre page and opposite 
the editorial page in local dailies. 


B. 0. Scale 


Continued from page 67 

















the large house and 50%-increased 
scale. 

Unlike other businesses, which 
can meet rising costs by increas- 


ing turnover as well as boosting | 


prices, the theatre has been ham- 
pered by inability to expand its 
eight-performance schedule or en- 
large seating capacity (except by 
playing larger houses than de- 
sirable for audience impact). And 
although there was a general b.o. 
hike from $3.60 to $4.80 about a 
decade ago, the prevailing feeling 
in managerial circles is that a 
further lift in the scale would 
cause pubiic resentment (at least 
partly aroused by drama editors 
of publications that have increased 
circulation, raised prices and ad- 
vertising rates). 


Attacks on Costs 


In the face of this situation, 
there have been numerous at- 
tempts to hold dewn preduction 
and operating costs, notably on a 
group consultive basis by the Com- 
mittee of Theatrical Producers, 
and as exemplified last season by 
the ANTA Play Series (without 
union concessions). But although 
individual managements some- 
times succeed in doing a show on 
an unusually low budget, legit is 
obviously governed by the general 
economic structure, in which costs 
have skyrocketed in the last dec- 
ade. Under the circumstances, an- 
other admission-scale boost seems 
inevitable before long. 


The new Equity salary-tilt, like 
other pay increases obtained by 
various unions and some addi- 
tional ones now demanded, reflect 
the same economic spiral that 
grips ail businesses, including le- 
git. The Equity raise of $5 ap- 
plies to minimum salaries in New 
York, bringing the new basic pay 
to $80, but does not affect the $100 
minimum on the road. 


It automatically became effec- 
tive, under the Equity-League of 
N. Y. Théatres contract, with the 
release of the Government cost of 
living index (185.5%) as of July 
15. The contract also specifies 
that whenever the index rises an- 
other two points, a corresponding 
hike in the Equity minimum will 
be in order. 

Other wage demands facing the 
League are from the musicians, 
boxoffice men and pressagents- 
managers. The tooters want a 
boost of about 20%, plus increased 
employment quotas for various 
show classifications, while the pro- 
ducer-theatre owner organization 
has countered with a proposal that 
employment quotas vary according 
to a show’s gross, plus clearer 
rules for classification of shows 
and standby requirements. 

The treasurers are asking a 
straight $20-a-week salary hike, 
plus a more liberal vacation sched- 
ule and expansion of the rule cov- 
ering extra b.o. help for hit shows. 
The pressagents and managers 
seek a $25 raise in all job ciassi- 
fications, under a clause permit- 
ting the reopening of the existing 
contract for wage adjustment. 


three acts (four scenes) by Jane Bowles. 
Directed by Jasper Dester. Settings by 
Jéan Layion and Joseph Leberman; cos- 
tumes, Jane Lekberg; lighting. Ruth Esh- 
erick. At Hedgerow Theatre, Rose Val- 
ley-Moylan, Pa., Aug. 23, ‘51. 





As the 173d production added 
to its repertory, Hedgerow has 
picked one of those wild and 
woolly contraptions beloved by 
some arty groups, but generally 
| left untouched by this normally 
|sane and sensible outfit in Rose 
| Valley. 

The influence and _ spirit of 
Tennessee Williams cogstantly 
pervade “In the Summefrhouse,” 
but even to begin to attempt com- 
parisons would be ridiculous, in 
view of the many ineptitudes of 
Jane Bowles’ fledgling’ effort. 

“Summerhouse,” like “Menag- 

erie,” has a mother-and-daughter 
| angle, and, in this case, the sum- 
merhouse where Molly broods and 
reads her comic — takes the 
place of the set of lass pieces 
used in the Williams play. 

Setting of this one is “on the 
coast of Florida or California,” ac- 
cording to the program. Appar- 
ently that choice was left by the 
author, because of presence of a 
group of Spanigras. Here we meet 
Gertrude Eastman-Cuevas and her 
daughter, Molly. Mrs. Eastman- 
Cuevas is a widow in poor finan- 
cial circumstances who is contem- 
plating a possible second marriage 
with a wealthy Spaniard, Umberto 





Solares. In the meantime, she is 
looking forward to helping finance 
herself by means of a rich young 


woman boarder at the big East- 
man-Cuevas home on the seashore. 

When her one financial limb is 
shorn away, Mrs. Eastman-Cuevas 
marries her Spaniard and, more or 
less in desperation at the prospect 
of loneliness, Molly maries Lionel, 
a young worker in a nearby sea- 
food yestaurant who, at first 
glance, seems to be one of the 
play’s sole sane characters, but 
who turns out to be as neurotic 
as any of them. 

Molly gets worse rather than 
better after marriage and, two 


tack on an almost - complete 
stranger over a fancied ,wrong. 
After Lionel thwarts that attack, 
Mrs. Eastman-Cuevas and he in- 
duge in what is apparently the 
play’s climactic and pivotal scene. 
The woman, after telling of her 
unhappy life and its likely effect 
on Molly, asks him to let her take 
the girl away, since neither mar- 
riage seems to have worked out. 
Lionel packs and walks out, but at 
the end the girl is running after 
him, crying hysterically, while 
Mrs. Eastman - Cuevas cowers, 
crushed in the background. 

The Spanish husband and his 
sister and relatives, all lusty and of 
the soil, are the show's only real- 
istic as well as its only normal 
human beings, although there must 
be sympathy for the mother of the 
wealthy young boarder whose mind 
gives way after her daughter's 
tragic death and who seeks the 
solace of the bottle to 4 assuage 
her grief. She may be a mental 
case at the end, but she’s a sym- 
pathetic one. The other schizo- 
phrenics, with their variety of neu- 
roses and their unhealthy vapor- 
ings, all add up to something that 
only a writer of the stature of Wil- 
liams or O'Neill could make pala- 
table. 

Hedgerow has given the play a 
nice production, with excellent di- 
rection by Jasper Deeter, although 
first-act pacing is siow and some of 
the characters are allowed to shout 
too much. A realistic picnie lunch 
is neatly portrayed, and the sea- 
food cafe set and atmosphere are 
both good. 

However, “Summerhouse” is 
strictly for the art groups and 
little theatres, and is hardy likely 
to ~at- much of a tumble even 
\from them. Waters. 





years later, makes a homicidal at-| U 


Chi Area Strawhat Season Winding 
Up to Best Showing in its History 





Seattle Stock Outfit 
Sets Schedule for Fall 


Seattle, Sept. 4. 
Great Plays Co. here just wound 
jup a run of Ibsen's “Ghosts” with 
good houses, and director Dean 
|Goodman has set a fali schedule 
\for three productions to begin 
| Sept. 22 with Eugene O'Neill's “Be- 
yond the Horizon.” O'Neill drama 
will run four nights, as will others 
|—Mel Dineili’s “The Man,” 
29-21, 27-28; and “The Stranger” by 
\Strinberg and “A Phoenix Too 
|Often” by Christopher Fry, Nov. 
| 17-18, 24-25. Each production will 
feature one matinee performance 


Strong Yank Lineup Is 
Set for Israel Concerts; 
Scott, Horne, Primus Sign 


A strong lineup of U. S. show 
biz figures has been set for appear- 
ances in Israel during the °51-’52 
season, as result of a three-month 
visit by J. Moczan Amidor, man- 
aging director of the Yuval agen- 
cy, of Haifa. Latter returned home 
by way of London last week, after 








Hollywood. 

Those signed include Hazel 
Scott, Yvonne de Carlo, Lena 
Horne, Pearl Primus. Jocevh *~'- 
geti, Mario Berini and Miklos Gaf- 
ni. Miss de Carlo, making a film 
in London this summer, was to 
leave England Sunday (2) for a 
nine-day tour of Israel, starting to- 
day (Wed.), in a song-and-dance 
turn. 

Miss Scott is due there in De- 
cember for a three-week tour. Her 
husband, U. S. Congressman Adam 
Clayton Powe!'l will accompany 
her on the trip. Tenor Gafni will 
do 10 concerts over a three-week 
period in October. Miss Primus 
and a group of 10 dancers will ap- 
pear for three weeks in January. 
Tenor Berini is skedded for 10 re- 
citals in February. Miss Horne is 
due for eizht performances over 
a two-week period in May, bring- 
ing a group with her. Szigeti will 
give 10 concerts, over three weeks, 
in April. 

In addition to the above. who 
were pacted before Amidor left, 
negotiations have been going on 
with Tony Martin for a visit, and 
with producer Paul Gregory for 
his First Drama Quartet group, 
which is desing Shaw in lecture- 
legit form. The N. Y. City Ballet 
Co. is planning a European tour 
next spring, and Amidor has been 
dickering to extend its tour to 
Israel. 

Before he left, Amidor also 
signed Paul Kohner of L. A. as his 
. S. rep. Former expects to be 
back in the UV. S. in six months, to 
prep °52-'53 bookings. 


Strawhat Tryouts 


(Sept. 3-16) 








“Behind the Badge” — Malden 
Bridge (N. Y.) Playhouse* (5-9). 

“Birds of Prey” — Ivy Tower 
ee Spring Lake, N. J. 


“Castie in the Air’ — Peter- 
borough ‘(Ont.) Summer Theatre* 
(4-8) (original Lendon production 
reviwed in Variety, Jan. 11, 50). 

“Fourposter” (Jessica Tandy, 
Hume Cronyn) — Bucks County 
Playhouse, New Hope, Pa. (10-15) 
(reviewed in Variety, July 11, '51). 

“Hallpwe’en Bride”—Arena The- 
atre*, East Rochester, N. Y. (6-16). 

“Heaven Come Wednesday” — 
Keene (N. H.) Summer Theatre 
(3-8). « 

“Home at Seven” ‘Leo G. Car- 
roll}— Olney ‘Md.) Theatre (4-9) 


viewed in Vagiery, March 15, '50). 

“Kin Habbard” (Josephine Hull, 
Tom Ewell, June Lockhart, John 
Alexander) — Westport ‘(Conn.) 
Country Playhouse (3-8) (reviewed 
in Variety this week). 

“Mirror, Mirrer” (Kay Francis) 
— Bucks County Playhouse, New 
Hope, Pa. (3-8) (reviewed in 
Variety, July 18, 51). 

“Molehilis”—Barn Stages, Nan- 
tucket Island, Mass. (4-9). 

“On His Honer” — Crorsroads 
Theatre*, Bailey’s Cross Roads, Va. 
(19-15). 

“Told to the Children” (Miriam 

)}—Sea Cliff (L. 1.) Summer 
Theatre (3-8) (reviewed in Variety, 
Ave. 15, '51). 

(*—Indicates non-Equity.) 





Oct. 


negotiating for talent in N. Y. and | 


(original London production re- | 


Chicago, Sept. 4. 

Strawhat season here, which nor- 
mally ends this week and which has 
been unusually successful around 
Chicago all summer, has been ex- 
tended an extra week in three 
cases, due to the unprecedented 
business. Only one Equity group 
failed, although there were three 
new locations operating this year 
| against last. The Miller Players 
| switched to a semi-pro cast after a 


' 


| month's tussle in the pro ranks. 


Marshall Migat’s Salt Creek The- 

atre in nearbye Hinsdale cracked 
| the year's record with Lillian Gish 
|in “Miss Mabel,” and extended the 
| play for another week. Week with 
extra Sunday performance so!d out, 
with a huge $11,000 registered. Mi- 
gatz gave a Labod Day metinee 
and evening show, omitting a Tues- 
day night performance for the first 
| time. 
Drury Lane Theatre, in the 
| southwest, is bringing in Willie 
Shore to star in “School For 
Brides,” and Joan Caulfield extends 
the season at Chevy Chase with 
“Claudia.” Tenthouse Theatre had 
previously announced the extension 
of the season until the 16th. “Death 
of a Salesman” last week hit a sock 
$10,000. 

Barrie O'’Daniels closed his 
North Shore Musical Theatre in 
Skokie, Ill., with a sock till. Never 
registering below $12,000, and hit- 
ting as high as $18,000 weckly, the 
former Detroit Light Opera head 
reported a 42% hike in grosses this 
season over last. Producer las also 
been given a nod for a winter musi- 
cal season in Honolulu. Last week, 
with an added Sunday matinee, 
“Chocolate Soldier” racked in a 
lush $16,000. 

Interest has been so high that 
two of the North Shore operators 
are planning to expand their ac- 
tivities to the southside and sev- 
eral backers are talking of a winter 
stock group with names. However, 
unless located in the suburbs, union 
costs may kill the deals. 


Historic Roanoke House 
Candemned; to Be Razed 


Roanoke, Va., Sept. 4. 

Roancke’s historic but crum- 
bling Academy of Music, is to be 
torn down. City Council has agreed 
thet the buildine should be razed 
and has told City Manager Arthur 
S. Owens to bring in a report on 
best way of getting rid of it. 

The 58-year-old theatre was or- 
dered shuttered two years ago as 
a fire trap, after having housed 
hundreds of legit productions and 
concerts. City manager's closing 
action stirred the ire of theatre 
lovers and sentimentalists, who 
organized “Friends of the Acade- 
my,” with M. Carl Andrews, editor 
of the Roanoke World-News, as 
chairman. Survey that followed 
indicated $185,000 would be the 
rock-bottom nut of meeting state 
minimum safety icquirements. A 
really adequate job would cost over 
$200,000 


Current Road Shows 


(Sept. 3-16) 


“Death of a Salesman”—Klein 
Aud., Bridgeport (8); Victory, Prov- 
idence ‘10); Aud., Worcester, Mass. 
(11); Bushnell Aud., Hartford (12); 
Academy of Music, Northhampton, 
Mess. (13); Erie, Schenectady 
(14-15). 

“Guys and Dells” ‘Allan Jones, 
Jan Clayton)—Philharmonic Aud., 
Los Angeles (3-15). 

“Love and Let Love” (Ginger 
Rogers) (tryout) — Forrest, Phila- 
delphia (3-15) (Reviewed in 
| Variety, Aug. 29, °51). 

“Member of the Wedding” (Ethel 
Waters)—Cass, Detroit (3-15). 

“Mister Roberts” (Tod Andrews) 
—Klein Aud., Bridgeport (13-15). 

“Moon Is Blue” — Harris, Chi- 
cago (3-15). 

“Remains to Be Seen” (Howard 
Lindsay) (tryout) — Shubert, New 
Haven (6-8); Colonial, Boston 
(10-15). 

“Saint Joan” (Uta Hagen) (try- 
out)—Shuhert, New Haven (13-15) 
(original production, with Winifred 
Ten'hen, reviewed in Variety, Jan. 
17, °24; revival with Katherine 

















Corneil, reviewed in Variery, 
March 11, °36). 
“South Pacific” (Janet Blair, 


Richard Eastham) — Shubert, Chi- 
cago (3-15). 


SUBWAY CIRCUIT 
“Seacor in the Sun”—Jamaica, 
‘ Jamaica, L. 1. (4-9). 
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Broadway | 


Abe Schneider, Columbia Pic-| 
tures’ veepee-treasurer, became a 
grandfather last week. 

Rose and Joe Seidelman to Eu- 
rope Sept. 28 on the Queen Eliza- | 
beth on business and pleasure. 

Patti Andrews, of the Andrews 
Sisters, te wed Wally Wechsler, 
pianist who accompanies the trio. 

John Derek and Donna Reed, 
aired in Columbia's “Saturday's 

ero.” in town for week-long 
series of interviews and p.a.’s. 

Maggi McNellis out of the hosp 
following the bursting of a b‘ood 
vessel in her stomach which kept 
her off her TV shows for over a 
week. 

George Reinhardt, long a fixture 
at the o!d Ri-z-Carlton’s Little Bar, 
shifts to Sherry’s, as major domo. 
of the bar cafe at that Park Ave. 
bisiro. 

Bourvil, French comic who has 
the ead in “\Ir. Peek-A-Boo,” im- 
po which United Artists is re- 
easin. in the U. S., is planning a 
tour of the states. 

The Uarry Sosniks and the Ros- 
coe Fawcetts flew all the way to 
Wisconr in to do some fishins, én- 
couniercd continuously bad 
weather and never cast a fly. 

Agent Kenneth Later is opening 
the Kenley Restaurant on upper 
Broadway as a ‘sideline. His 
brother, Irving, a former agent, is 
associated with him in the enter- 
prise. . 

Jerry Dietz writing a play about 
Mark ‘Twain's classic, “Huckle- 
berry Finn.” He also wrote “Hom- 
ing Pigeons” for Peter Bernard | 
who'll produce and star in that 
opus in Londen this fall. 

They're co-oping the Park Ave. 
apartment building housing Frank 
M. Folsom, Howard S. Cullman, 
Toots Shor and other show biz! 
names, and most of them are be- 
coming co-'andilords as result. 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr.'s “the 
new Europe” films, in color, which 
he shot for his upcoming Redpath 


Chautauqua concert tour getting | 
attention from Metro's Dore 
Schary for films; and Official 


Films for vidpix. Vanderiblt, in- 
cidentally, set for Town Hall lec- 
ture Dec. 10. 

William Chapman White's Sate- 
vepost piece on Saranac Lake, as 
pari of his scries on “the cities of | 
America.” pays kudos to the late 
William Morris, Sr., founder of the 
agency, for his humanitarian work 
in the tubercular colony. 

Lucille Little (Mrs. Deems Tay- 
lor!. who has 
Paris, @ue back for her one-wuitiah 
show. She's been selling consider- 
able stuff off-the-easel to Yank 
and Parisien visitors to her studio. 

Cynda Glenn Ajirfranceing to 
Paris this weekend for a year's | 
contract as star of the new Folies | 
Bergere revue where she got her 
emgage start years ago. Miss: 

lenn, while American, has been 
a longtime Parisian resident. 

Wall Street's Arthur Wiesen-| 
berger, who is realistic about the 
attunement of a bull market with 
a mnt spending, writes from the | 

iviera, “Those European casinos | 
really need some ticker tape to) 
stir up business; Monte Carlo may | 
soon go on the auction block.” 


Paris 


By Maxime De Beix 
(33 Bled. Montparnasse, Litire 
7564) 


Lacey Kastner due to leave for 
America soon. 


Arlette Arnaud at Amphion on 
lake of Geneva. 


Col. Barney Oldfield back from 
Copenhagen. 

Bob Snowdy at work on “Hills 
of Kilimandjaro” for 20‘h-Fox. 
Two days later he reconsidered, 
and the opc ning was moved to Le 
Touquet. 

Gerard Rolf searching Paris for 
material for N. Y. Met sets and 
costumes. 

Simone Berriau of the Antoine 
giving exclusive parties in her | 
Riviera villa. 

Theatre des Champs Elysees to 
house Travel Agents Congress 
opening Oct. 22. 

Even French tourists, seldom seen 
there for the last few years, now 
favor vacationing there. 

Dave Stein, representing direc- 
tor Max Ophuls, closely following 
filmization of “Le Plaisir.” 


been painting in,. 


| (Thunsday). 


ance of the Antoine when it re- 
‘opens to erect a monument to 
Louis Jouvet. 

While dancing "Swan Lake” in 
Luchon, Didi Amiel, one of the 
Paris Opera star ballerinas, pirou- 
etted in such a way that her hand 
struck the face of her male partner 
and broke several of his teeth. 


Minneapolis 





By Les Rees 

Old Log silo offering 
Lady.” 

Art Tatum Trio into St. 
Flame. 

Curly’s has Wally 
Herrero heli over. 

Schlief’s Litile City has Frankie 
Yankovic fc. one-nighter. 

Barbara Lunt at St. Paul's 
Heinie’s with Hal Prince's Bache- 
lors. 

McCarthy & Dale and Shantivn 
Bolin into Hotel Radisson F!iame | 
Room. 

National company of “Guys and 
Dolls” set for Lyceum here in 
November 

Neil Rose & Mery! Baxter guest 
stars with Dorothy Lewis Ice Show 
at Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Ter- 
race. 
Flame’s lineup of acts includes | 
Jimarlen Trio, Record Breakers, | 
Nate Wexler, Sally Saylin and | 
Dick Clausen. | 

Sunday opening day attendance | 
of 144,894 at Minnesota State Fair | 
set a record since exposition went 
on 10-day schedule in 1938. 

Henry Duffy back to Coast to) 
prepare Billie Burke in “The Mar- | 
quise” for Shubert, Detroit, after | 
getting “Springtime for Henry”) 
set here. 

Chuck Gregory producing at Al- 
vin, local burlesque house, again | 
being operated by Charlie Fox of 
Milwaukee, with Sarai Wax resi-' 
dent manager. 

Joyce Sullivan, only American 
actress ever actually to be a mem-} 
ber of Dublin's Abbey Theatre, | 
vacationing with her parents on| 


“Kind 
Paul 


Dean, with 


| their suburban Lake Minnetonka | 
| estate. 


Edward Everett Horton, appear- 
ing at Lyceum in “Springtime for 


| Henry.” was guest of Minnesota | 


State Fair, being introduced to 


| Labor Day grandstand crowd of 
| 65.000 and telling a few stories. 


i 


Rome 
By Helen McGill Tubbs 
Italian actress Carla del Poggia 
to Paris for a film. 
Sam Jaffe here with his family 
on four-months vacation. 
French actor Jean Ciaude Pascal 


‘here from Paris to make “Four, 
Red Roses.” 
Mrs. Paul Muni joining her 


husband who is locationing in 
Tirrenia on Italian film. 

Geza Radvanyi signed to direct | 
“Endless Passage” for Italo-French 
co-production in October. 

“Holiday on Ice” doing capacity | 
biz at Foro Mussolini. Italian’ 


' audiences rate it a real novelty. | 


Director Julien Duvivier in from | 
Paris to Direct “Don Camillo,” 
Amato Production, locationing in 
Parma. 

Dario and Jarmel! Soria summer- 
ing in Rome and Venice, He is head 
of Cetra-Soria Records and she is 
publicist of N. ¥. Philharmonic 
orchestra and Columbia Ar’ sts 
management. 


Cleveland 


By Gienn C. Pullen 


Bob Manners, leader of Music 
Makers Quartet, back in town with 
a bo nose. 

“Tales of Hoffmann” kicks off 
the Hanna's preseason Friday (7) 
for a four-week stay. 

Betty Reilly at Alhambra Lounge 
Club with Bert Stone and Eddie 
Shine for a fortnight. 

Fred Strauss, formerly of Frank 
Sennes agency, handling nitery ac- 
counts for Merle Jacobs’ agency. 

Palace's inside boxoffice, closed 
20 years, reopened for Spike 
Jones’ two-a-day starting tomorrow 


| 
| 





Jimmy Burton, Detroit singer, 
joined Herman Pirchner’s light op- 
eretta group and his radio-TV “Al- 
pine Village Fair” series. 

Clevelander Cari Lampl's new 
song, “Saturday Afternoon at Half 
Past,” on which Buddy Kaye col- 
laborated, published by J, J. Rob- 
bins Co. 

Marvin Kline reappointed exec 
director of Cain “Park’s 3,000-ca- 





Borrah Minevitch to the U. S. 


next month for the wedding of his | next year, starting 1952 series July 


Nona 4 daughter, Lydia, in 
Holl 


World preem of “The Red Inn,” 
a Memnon Film (Simon Shiffrin) 
roduction, due at the La Baule 
asino, was held up by the censor. 
Lots of Americans going to 


pacity outdoor summer theatre for 


7 and running up to Labor Day. 
Johnny Ray returning to Moe's 
Main Street Sept. 17 for another 
two weeks after recording “24 
Hours Ago” and “Little White 
Cioud” for Columbia in New York. 





Spain soon after arriving in Eu- | 
find the weather warm | 


rope. The 
er and prices considerably cheaper. 


Mrs. Simone Berriau to donate | 
the proceeds of the first perform-' 


_Samsen Maynard and _ Will 
——e closed their Rabbit Run 
strawhatter season in Madison 


lhurry call 
iwhich it will start 


|will be a 
| Marlowe's “Tamburlaine " 


| Vivian and John Clements. 





Sunday (2), same day Chagrin 
with “Voice of Turtle.” 


Falls Summer Theatre wound up | 
: ‘a dj. 


Leon Kimberly has opened new 
offices at Triumph House. Regent | 
Street. : 

Second son born to Robert Mor- 
ley, making Gladys Cooper's third 





grandchild. 

Freéerick Valk succeeded Cecil | 
Trouncer in “Ring Round the, 
Moon.” row in its final weeks at} 
the Globe. 

Zachary Scott due in soon to star , 
in “Dead on Course,” an Anglo-| 
American venture which will be, 
mede at the Exclusive studios. 

Michael H. Goodman ended his 


_association with Michael H. Good- 


man Productions. J. G. Frankel 
and V. Lenz continue as directors. | 


Two-week holiday in Algeria is” 


|ton prize, in a contest now being ' 


framed as a tie-up with the Yvonne | 


/de Carlo British-made “Hotel Sa- | 


hara.” 


George Minter back from Amer-| 
ica, having set a deal with United | 
Artists to distribute “Tom Brown’s 
Schoe'days” and “A Christmas 
Carol.” 

RKO have sent Nigel Patrick a! 
to star in a picture) 
in Hollywood | 
Dec. 1. Patrick is still making up| 
his mind. 


Robert Krasker, cameraman on | 
“The Third Man,” received his Os- 
car from the Los Angeles British 
Consul, W. M. Guthrie, at a party 
held in Phil ‘Hyams’ office here. 

Gino Arbib off to Germany in 
early September to arrange ex- 
tensive tour of Gigli te open at 
Munich Nov. 12. This is the Ital- 
ian singer's first German date 
since 1938. 

Tot encourage young piaygoers, 
the Old Vic is slashing its prices 
with the opening of the new sea-} 
son, Sept. 24. First vroduction| 
revival of Christopher 





Agatha Christie’s thri. r, “The} 
Hol'ow.” transfers from the For-| 
tune Theatre to the Ambassadors, 
Oct. 8. with former reverting to | 
recent winter policy of staging 
amateur performances. 

Having closed in “Cafe Con- 
tinenta'” in Blackpool, Sylvie St. | 
Clair is visiting her family in 
Paris and Nice before sailing Sept. | 
11 on the DeGrasse to resume | 


etc. | 

Having been successful with his 
last film for Associated British. 
Picture Corp., which was titled | 
“Bank Holiday.” Rodney Ackland | 
has written a sequal titled “Easter 
Monday.” which goes into produc-} 
tion at Elstree studios in October. 

Jack Hulbert and Joyce Carey 
head the cast of a new Ian Hay 
comedy. “White Shee of the 
Family,” written in collaboration 
with L. du Garde Peach. Show 
ge in Liverpool Sept. 13 be- 
ore coming to the West End after 
a brief tour. 

Latest subscription theatre club 
is the Irving, off Leicester Square, 
opening Sept. 6 with a policy of 
intimate late night revues. First 
will be “10:15” written by Peter 
Myers and Alec Graham, with mu- 
sic by Norman nat, John 
Pritchett and Ronald Cass. 

Elspeth March, former wife of 
Stewart Granger, in hospital with 
broken ankle following rough 
handling by muggers while home- 
ward bound from the theatre. She 
has had to give up her roles in 
the Shaw-Shakespeare season at 
the St. James’ pending recovery. 

“Who's Sylvia” folds at the Cri- 
terion Sept. 22 after 11 months to 
be followed by a new Kenneth 
Horne play presented by “eee 
ter will direct the piece as yet un- 
titled. Mary Jerrcid, Avice Lan- 
done, Raymond Huntley. Joan 
Harben, Margaret Scudamore head | 





the cast. . 


Montreal | 


Carmen Cavallaro tentative for | 
Normandie Room show Sept. 17. 

Pauia Drake starts winter sea- 
_ at Ritz Cafe next Wednesday 
412). 

Charlie Spivak’s band doing a) 
one-nighter tomorrow (Thurs.) at 
Domaine Ideal Beach. 

The Great Morton and his magic 
slated for a week starting Satur- 
day ‘8) at Gesu Theatre. 

Chez Paree installing a tele 
lounge with two receivers as latest 
gimmick to draw business. 

Ethel Smith and Dick Haymes 
lead off first show at Seville when 
it opens next Thursday (13). 

Stan Fisher with Blair & Dean 
inaugurated new show policy at 
Mount Royal Hotel's Normandie 
Room Monday (3). 

His Majesty’s to open new sea- 
son Sept. 17 with “Death of a 
Salesman” for one week and then 
“Mr. Roberts” Uct. 1. : 

has installed 


Continental Cafe 
show in new Meriaaid 








Lounge with Hal Stubbs and Frank 
Heron airing it via CKVL. 
Claude Trenet, younger brother 
of Charles town to start 
session at boite in Quebec City as 
warmup tc Montreal debut. 


Wally Griffin into Ruby Foo’s) 
Starlight Roof “Skating Vanities | 
four-day session at | 


of. °532” in 
Forum starting Wednesday (12). 


Vie Da’ mo: ** iswn on furlough, 

Hattie }..Laniel seriously ill. 

George O’Brien hospitalized with 
phiebitis. 


Patricia Knight divorced Cornel 
de in Reno. 


Jimmy Ellison vacationing at 


Ralph Bellamy to head all-star | Laguna Beach. 


cast for Red Feather Revue at 


Mickey Rooney to Montreal to 


His Majesty's next Tuesday (11). open a stage tour. 


Paul Gray currently headlining | 


Chez Paree layout. 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 


Georgia Sothern current at 
Cross Roads, nearby roadhouse. 


Buddy Lester highlighting Labor 


; 
' 
' 


Armand Schaefer to June Lake 
for two-week siesta. 

Pat Knight Reno-filed suit to 
divorce Cornel Wilde. 

Samuel Goldwyn returned from 
Hawaiian vacation. 

Blossom Seeley laid up with im- 
pacted wisdom tooth. 

Val Anthony hospitalized in 


Day weekend show at Club Kava- Santa Monica for surgery. 


kos. 
20th rep Tony Muto has issued 
invitations for a brass hat preem of 
“David and Bathsheba” Sept. 12. 
Metro producer Robert Thomp- 
son in town to do some spade work 


lon studio's forthcoming “I Street,” | 


} 


to be shot here and in Gettysburg. | 


Evelyn Swarthout, concert pian- 
ist, frau of concert booker Patrick 
Hayes and cousin of Gladys 
Swarthout, named assistant profes- 
sor of music at American U. 
Langner, in the past week for Na- 
tional Inventors’ Council confab, 
took time out for look-see at 
Veronica Lake in strawhat stint at 
Olney Theatre. 


San Francisco 
By Ted Friend 


Lily Pons at Fairmont Hotel. 
Sherrill Corwin in for meetings. 


Ringling Brothers and Barnum | 
& Bailey into Cow Palace for five | 


days. 

Billy DeWolfe doing the seven 
hills; ditto Jim Backus. 
to spark “Bright Victory.” 

Earl & Mrs. Wilson due for 
quick look-see enroute to N. Y. 
tollowing flight around globe. 

Beverly Michaels in for Orpheum 
date with Columbia's Mike New- 
man garenering mucho promotion 
for her. 

Hildegarde and Anna Sosenko 


Latter in | 





doing the town in 48 hours enroute 


| U. S. engagements in TV, niteries,/to Duluth, where singer opens at 


Duluth Hotel. 


Gold-plated set worried that gala 
opening of Frisco opera season, set 


Coleen Gray and Barbara Brit- 
ton planed in from N. Y 

George Macready in from 
France where he made a pic. 

Julie Wilson in town as house 
guest of the Jack Mulcaheys. 

Mala Powers checked in at RKO 
after vacation at Russian River. 

Robert L. Lippert to San Fran- 
cisco to celebrate his silver wed- 
ding. 

Mrs. Forrest Tucker on the 
mend foNowing the loss of her 
baby. * 

Pat Somerset re-elected ry of 


California State Theatric Fed- 
eration. 

The Charles O’Malleys cele- 
brated their 25th wedding anni- 
versary. 


Thor Thors, Iceland's envoy to 


the U. S., ogled film-making at 


Warners. 

Mel Ferrer laid up with flu, 
postponing his scenes in “Scara- 
mouche.” 

Barbara Bates resumed work at 
20th-Fox after siege of ptomaine 
poisoning. 

Leo Morrison closed his Holly- 
wood agency te become veepee of 
Archer Productions. 

Keenan Wynn headed a Metro 
troupe to entertain service men at 
Offutt Air Base in Nebraska. 

Ira Gershwin, Gilbert Roland 
and Antonio Moreno to Tijuana 


|for resumption of bullfight sea- 


son, 

Gloria Swanson will be 
guest speaker at Screen Producers 
| Guild's first anual “Milestone” 
dinner. 


Broderick Crawford, John Derek, 
Beverly Michaels and Donna Reed 


for Sept. 8 may be postponed if | on personal appearance tours for 
_ Columbia. 


Conference runs over schedule at 
Opera House. 


Town jumping with Japanese 
Treaty Conference. Delegates, 
press, etc., jamming hotels, res- 
taurants and spilling over hills. All 
hotel reservations screened by State 
Dept. during week of Conference, | 





° _ 
Vienna 
By Emil W. Maass 

Wiener Werkel cabaret will re- 
open in September. 

Ernst Deutsch inked by Burg 
Theatre for winter season. 

“Silent Mouth,” film done by Ex- 
celsior at Thalerhof Studios, -com- 
pleted. Karl Hartl directed, 

Rogenhuegel studios in Russian 
zone prepping 10 pix in Techni- 
color, a record output to date. 

Dillenz Productions began work 
on Johann Strauss film, “Frueh- 
lingsstimmen.” Hans Thimig is di- 
rector. 

Patriafilm in Gratz is working 
on the Karl Zeller operetta, “Ober- 
steiger.” Hans Schott Schoebinger 


is directing. 
Memphis 


By Matty Brescia 
Chuck Foster's crew at Peabody's 
Skyway. 
Henry Busse orch at Claridge’s 
Magnolia Roof. 
Local theatre biz suffering un- 
der terrif 100 to 104-degree heat. 


Joe Simon, manager of Ritz 
Theatre, just returned from three- 
week Chi vacash. 


Francis X. Bushman checks in‘ 
here this week to hypo the “David 
and Bathsheba” pic and appear be- 
fore Shrine luncheon group. 


John C. Simmons, account exec 
out of Ruthrauff & Ryan office in 
St. Louis, checking with local radio 
stations for placing fall biz for 
Griedsek Brewing Co. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Jan Garner and 
Woody Herman are skedded for 
one-nighters at nearby Millington 
Naval Air Base during September, 
October and November. 

Cindy Garner, UI starlet, checked 
in here for a y stopover. 
Also in the UI troupe here to 
the “Iron Man” were Frankie Van, 
former featherweight title con- 
tender spotted in pie as an athictic 
— and flacker Burt Hirsh- 

e . ' 





~ George 





; 





Goldwyn studio employees tossed 
luncheon for Frances Inglis, who 
left the lot to become exec secre- 
tary of Screen Writers Guild. 

Dore Schary tossed a luncheon 


'for the heads of 15 studio guilds 


to work out program for 1951 
Permanent Charities campaign. 

- Cukor’ in from N.- Y. 
where he huddled with Garson 
Kanin, Ruth Gordon and Judy 
Holliday about details in filming 
of “The Marrying Kind.” 

Producers of Tamil film. “Life.” 
have made a Malay version of the 
picture for the Far.East. 

Cine Technicians Assn. of South 
India is holding a conference in 
Madras early in September. 

Tamil film troupe has gone to 
the Andaman Islands to make pic- 
ture with the island as locale. 

Paul Zils, once associated with 
UFA Studios, started own produc- 
tion unit in Bombay. First produc- 
tion in Hindi, “Zalzala‘”’ started 
this month. 

Indian Motion Picture Producers 
Assn. warned members that pro- 
duction of films has slumped nearly 
60% and steps must be taken to 
step up production. : 

“Cinderella” (RKO) did two 
weeks of terrific biz at the New 
Globe in Madras recently while 
“Treasure Island” (RKO) started 
off good at the same house this 
month. 

Producer - director Paul Zil's 
“Our India,” which has been re- 
titled “Dawn of India” in the Eng- 
lish version, is set for September 
release in Londen. 

Producer C, A. McEldowney and 
director Jean Renoir are on way 
to India to produce three more pic- 
tures with Indian background, One 
picture may ke about Gandhi while 
the second will be called “The 


Seattle 


Abe Burrows and wife visiting 








relatives. 

Lionel Ham orch played 
one-nighter at > 

Rex Allen in for “Back to 


Seattle Times. 

Tony Pastor orch in for stint 
at Trianon. Also onened new En- 
listed Men’s Club et McC erd air 
base Sunday (2). 
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Austral. 


By Erie Gorrick 
Metro’s “Great Caruso” played 
four of Met’s key Sydney houses. 


Some exhibs still refusing to 
epg leh rentals for Par’s “Samson 


Hogg, production exec 
Pm | to Ealing, in from London 
on short looksee. 


Iceskating continues with boom 
biz in Sydney and Melbourne over 
the winter season. 


Donald Novis appearing at the 
Celebrity nightelub, Sydney, for 
the Joe Taylor management. 

RKO will spot “Kon-Tiki” at 
Savoy in Sydney and Melbourne 
on deal fixed with Peter Dawson. 

Charles Chauvel is setting final 
plans for a color pic of the Aussie 
hinterland. Likely will use local 
talent. 

Ealing’s “Wherever She Goes,” 
life story of Eileen Joyce, debuts in 
Hobart, Sept. 7 for Greater Union 
Theatres. 

Leroy Brauer, Columbia's Aussie 
ehief, is currently in India on biz. 
He will cover Far East zones be- 
fore returning to base. 


Frank Muir and Denis Norden 
arrived from London to script 
shows for non-commercial Austral- 
ian Broadcasting Commission. 


Al Deff has appointed Wally Or- 
to take charge for Universal in 
Malaya. Daff is making a three- 
week tour of the Aussie zone. 


Donald Novis continues a top 
click at Celebrity nightclub, Syd- 
ney, in third week. Singer will do 
some radio work during his local 
stay. 

Universal - International holding 
big sales session in Sydney, with 
Al Daff, company sales chief, and 
Here C. McIntyre, Aussie boss, in 
charge. 

Evelyn Laye and Frank Lawton 
bow into Royal. Sydney, shortly 
with “September Tide” for Wil- 
liamson. Follow with “Bell, Book 
and Candle.” 


Bestsellers in this zone for wax 
and sheet music are “Mocking 
Bird Hill,” “On Top of Old Smoky” 
and “If.” Trio is likewise’ solid 
over the jukebox loop. 

“Worm's Eye View” winding up 
a smash five months’ run at Royal, 
Sydney, for Williamson. Evelyn 
Laye and Frank Lawton move in 
next with “September Tide.” 


Frank Tait, Williamson director, 
said that he hopes to have “South 
Pacific” here sometine next year. 
Williamson aiso dickering for a 
= opera troupe te visit here in 

Judy Breen, 19 year-old London 
typist who won a world trip spen- 
so L the J. Arthur Rank 
Odeon-Gaumont loop as 
Festival,” here as guest of Greater 
Union-British Empire Films. 


_ . 
Miami Beach 
By Lary Sollcoway 

Casablanca shuttering Club Mo- 
rocco for several weeks. 

Kirby Stone quintet a, click on 
return mt at Clover Club. 

New hotel being 
planned for North beach sector 
with cafe included. 

a niteries had best Saturday- 

y biz in some weeks with 
residents rather than tourists fill- 
ing the spots 

achcomber will be turned 
into a Roumanian-Jewish food and 
show idea this winter if current 
plans go through. 

Ned Schuyler leaves for N. 
and Paris this weekend. Will join 
Josephine Baker in France, and 
come back with her for her Roxy 
date in early October. pacted 
Tony Martin, Jimmy Durante and 
Betty Hutton for Copa City runs. 

Robert Preston playing lead role 
in “Detective Story” at Brandt's 
Roosevelt. Carol Bruce follows in 
two weeks with “Pal Jeey.” Stager 
Jose Vega and manager Bernie 
Lepata looking for more name at- 
tractions to come in through fall 
and winter. 


By Jerry Gaghan 
Troc (Hirst Circuit burley 
house) reopened Sunday midnight 
(2), with Peaches. 

Insurance man Geo Dorwart, 
co-owner of Celebrity m, is in 
Jefferson Hospital for surgery. 

Stoney McLinn, WIP s su- 

rvisor, will receive B'nai 

th’s award of merit, Sept. 11. 

Film starlet Kippee Valez (wife 
of restaurateur Frank Palumbo) is 
is WP aes Hospital for a 


sill Kenny, ¢ Se] the Ink at is. own is 
fiying in 

expense to 

TV 4, --n a appenr on sid the ayes 
pa 


Sid ef the AGVA. of- 
avs haa Ee ken Geackiean an 


the theatrical vnion’s Miami 








pay | operate without chorus lines 


“Miss } rad 


is 
600-seat 


que Ply (Tues.), “ing ted 


but is set for 


ear. 
Eddie Suez will kee = Club 
Avalon (Wildwood, N. yo the | 
week after Labor Day os e first 


time. South Jersey resort expects 
about 25,000 Le 
the state convention this week. 

Eugene Ormandy, conductor of, 
the Philly symph, will lead the} 
Danish State Radio Orchestra, 
Sept. 6, 9 and 13, in Copenhagen, | 
and make his debut with the Na-| 
| tional Radio Orchestra at Oslo, '! 
Sept. 20 and 21. 


By Bill Conlan 
a Morros in town for a few 


ing for a series of TV pix to be 
prpeeees by Central Europe for 
tillman & Stillman. 

Paul Gordon has notified Lichtig | 
and Englander to initiate a law 
| suit if Metre produces Gordon’s 
“Jumbo.” 

German TV receiver production 
hit the 5,000 mark last week. About | 
40 different models will be dis- 
ag at the October industrial | 





"Bestia studios are busy with 
three pix being produced ~ at | 
Templehof and two films undirway 
at Spandau. “Sundige Grenzen” 
was _- at the C.C.C. siudio 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
“Geordie” film title role may go 
‘to young Scot singer Alastair 
McHarg. 


Piccadilly Club, Glasgow. 

Linda Ellington, 19-year-old, set 
to sing with Hedley Ward and band | 
in Glasgow. 

Radio-biog on the late Wil) Fyffe 
being scripted by free-lance scribe 
Howard Lockhart. 

Joan Mann, in strawhat revue 
here, set as pantomime principal 
at Swansea, Wales. 

Royal Kiltie Juniors pleasing 
Scandinavians with Scgt songs, be- 
|ing currently in Sweden. 

Perth Theatre to preem new 
Scot play, “Try and Be Sensible,” 
by George Scott-Moncrieff. 

Jewel and Warriss, British 
comix, in Val Parnell’s “Starlight 
Roof” at Empire, Glasgow. 

Helen Davis, 22-year-old Scots 
warbler sailing for America Sept. 
25 under co of U. S. 
singer Rese Murphy 

Richard Dimbleby, top British 

io commentator, interviewed 
leading Edinburgh Festival visitors 
| for — radio series, “Down Your 


| Ottawa 


nee Jones due for Auditorium 
g. 
Sarah i into reopened 


Gatineau Club do ° biz 
with Radio Rogues. ~ oe 











City gets fourth rey with 
Startop due for early teeoff. 
All local theatres closed until 
3:30 p.m. Thursday (30) in res 
to Mayor Gren Goodwin, who died 
.suddenly Monday (27). 
Ottawa Summer Theatre shut- 
tered for season with “Present 


Laughter.” Canadian Repertory 
Coe. reo g still unannounced. 
Len Hopkins’ orch skedded for 


13th season in Chateau Laurier’s 
Canadian Gri after late Septem- 
ber closing at Jasper Park Lodge 


in Alberta. 
Chicago 


Broderick Crawford weekending | 
at Columbia Yacht Club. 

Willie Shore in “School for 
Brides” opened Monday (3) at 
Drury Lane silo. 

Lillian Gish held over for sec- | 
|ond week in “Miss Mabel” at Salt | 
| Creek strawhatter. 

Otto Preminger in town check- 
ing Chi com y of “Moon Is 
Blue,” which he directed. 

Joan Caulfield winds up the 
Chevy Chase summer theatre sea- 
son in “Claudia” this week. 

Ray «+ Walston leaves “South 
Pacific” company to take over Lu- 
ther Billis role in Londen com- 
replaces. Howard, cafe comic, 
re 

arrie O'Daniels wrapped up 

the season in the black at North 

Shore Music Theatre, and tenta- 

tively set for winter in Honolulu 
to Eee operettas. 

Winston, manager of 

WFIL-| Palace Theatre which gooeerte te to 








legit Sept. 20 for “Gentlemen Pre- 

fer Blondes,” will shift to Grand 
Theatre. showman rae 
Smith new policy 
Palace. 


branch and will take over end of 


onnaires in for! 


a Lustig in Berlin negotiat- | 


Noel and Novelly in cabaret at 


Mexico City 


By DBD. L. Grahame 
Charles ner readying a 
the Follies. - ey | 
| Arturo de Cordoba recovering “Hun 


from operation. 


Meribeth Old featured in floor | Miller (Mahopac, N. Y.), William 


show at El Patio nitery. 
Hughie Mack, Negro pianist, a 
click ot the swank 33 restaurant. 
Rosa Guraieb giving piano re- 
cital series at Palace of Fine Arts. 
“Dark of the Moon” being pre-| 
| sented in English by the glo- 
Mexican Cultural Institute. 


Patricia Moran, Mexican pic star 


now working in Spain, inked for a 
| pic at Cineciita studios, Italy. 


President Miguel Aleman’s an- 
nual message to the nation Sept. 1 
was telecast for the first time. 
Hazel Grig solcing -with the | 
| National University Symphonic 
| Orch at the Palace of Fine >: acts 

Fausto Garcia Medeles, back 
from a European tour, readying a 
piano concert series at Palace of 
| Fine Arts. 

Pix stars Antonieta Pons and | 
Delia Magana inked by Frank 


| 





Founce for tour of his California | 


theatres. 
Ambassador and Mrs. William 
O'Dwyer attended preem of 
| “Three Guys Named Mike” (M-G) 
at the Cine Roble. 
Mexican Radio Announcers 
| Assn. to banquet President Miguel 
Aleman Sept. 19. Foreign an- 
nouncers will be invited. 
| Variety Club godfathering Jac- 
' queline Evans, English pie actress- 
writer, in the second Pan Ameri- 
| ean road stock car race Nov. 20-25. 
| Charles Rooner grey | a repe- 
toire of Shaw and Barrie in Span- 
ish. Set to open with “The Ad- 
mirable Crichton” at Salon Moli- 
ere. 
| Jorge Reyes, Marta Roth, 


|N. Y. for personals at the Puerto 
Rico Theatre. 


Barcelona 


By Jeaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 


| Teresita Abad, new dance per- 
sonality, at the Cgpacabana nitery. 


Song and dance team of Lola 





splitting. 

Tony Leblane and Fernando Val- 
lejo at the Talia with comedy, “The 
Mixed Up House.” 

Pic star Miss Josita Hernan in- 
tends trying her hand as director 
on the film, “Tanya.” 

“Sweet Name,” film based on the 
Concha Espina novel produced by 
Iquino, is ready for release. 

Poliorama Theatre has revival of 


“My Sister Concha,” legit play by 
Antonio intero and ascval 
— la Villaespesa plays 
ead. 


Mario Cabre will star in Spanish- 
Mexican production, “Tercio de 
quites,” to be produced in the Cha- 
martin Studios, Madrid. Lina Ro- 
sales will have femme lead. 

“The Wingless Vulture,” by legit 
author Juan Ignacio Luca de Tena, 
will be presented the big Fruen- 
teovejuna award at the Lara The- 
atre next month in Madrid. 

Demon's nitery show, “Half a 
Century of Songs,” moved to Bar- 
celona Theatre for benefit of 
femmes not able to get out at 
night. It is proving a click, 


Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 


Mary Martin to London in prep- 
| aration for “South Pacific” open- 
/ing; she’s been vacationing here. 

Hilton Edwards and Michael 
_MacLiammoir back from Paris to 
‘ready fall seasor for Dublin Gate 
Theatre Co. 

Everett Mitchell, emcee of “Na- 
|tional Farm and Home Hour,” on 
| National Broadcasting Co., here to 
‘tape stories. 
| Film imports in first six months 
of this year totalled 5,278,990 feet, 
|compared with 5,617,227 in corre- 
sponding ~eried of 1950. 

Maureen ~“clanevy aac Abbeyite 
| Ronnie Waish to L~adon for roles 
in Kieran Tunney’s “A Priest in 
‘the Family,” skedded for Wesi- 
minster Theatre. 





By Joe W. Walker 

Circle Theatre shuttered Satur- 
day night (1) with Arthur Treacher 
in “Clutterbuck.” 

Ciub Harlem cast headed by 
Larry Steele offered final show of 
season yesterday (Tues.). 

“Iee Capades” closed Sunday 

America” pageant, which comes 

cto oD to make way for the “Miss 
cree Hal oe (Wed.). 
Darcel in Pier's 

Music Ne Hall through pl (3) 
with Three Suns. Gus Van fol- 





lewed them a the house for 
Pageant week. 


| the six-resident-actor rule is anti- 





Miles (Stockbridge, Mass.) and 
| Judson Pratt, representing Walter 
Davis (Skaneateles, N. Y.). 


Bamberger then, as now, opposed | 
| the six-resident-actor rule, Equity | 
|members recall, but Stiefel and 
Palmerton were particularly for | 
| keeping the setup intact. on the 
ground that eliminating .the six- 
resident-actor would ‘encourage 
package shows” and tend to rele- 
| gate the local producer to the 
status of little more than a house 
, manager. Mest of the barn opera- 
|tors joined in emphasizing that 
‘they wanted to continue as stock 
company producer-managers, it is 
reported. 

Antiquated Ruling 

Equity members were and are 
inclined to agree with Bamberger's 
thesis, and most of the silo im- 
presarios now seem to concur, that 


quated. They explain that it is 
a hangover from the old siock com- 
pany days, when plays were writ- 
ten around standard characters and 
every stock company had the basic 
quota of leading man, leading 
woman, character man, character 
woman, juvenile and ingenue. 


With plays nowadays written | 
with little consideration for stock | 
characters and with economic and 
production conditions vastly | 
changed, the old setup has become 
meaningless, partfcularly 





since | 


;many of the leading barns now 
; play principally touring package 


Am- | 
paro Montes, Evelyn and Amparito | 


Arozamena, film players, planed to | pn 








shows. As a result, various devices | 
are used to evade the rules, such as | 
leading Connecticut spot) 
where the owner’s wife, who has 
not appeared on the stage for) 
a decade or more, is officially listed | 
as a member of the resident troupe. | 
With such legal evasions of vari- | 
ous sorts now commonplace, mem- 
bers of the union’s stock committee | 
feel, as they have for the last sev- | 


ia} eral years, that the six-actor rule | 
Flores and Manolo Caracol is | 


is passe and should be written off. 
They figure that its elimination 
would not decrease Equity employ- 
ment, but would tend to simplify 
lecal barn operation and the pro- 
duction of touring packages, thus 
possibly even increasing work for 
union actors. They point out that, 
if necessary, the present 70-30% 
ratio ef Equity and non-union play- 
ers could be boosted to protect 
Equity-ite employment. 

In the matter of the proposed 
rule requiring five days’ rehearsal 
for all strawhat engagements, the 
union has recently been informed 
by several leading rural managers 
that they now favor the idea. Two 
years ago, when the measure was 
adopted by the council, there was 
a violent, concerted protest from 
SMA members, on the ground that 
it would cut the number of appear- 
ances of each star in half. That 
would curtail star availabilities and 
tend to boost the already swollen 
salary demands of name players, it 
was argued. So the matter was 
dropped. 

But now many of the haymow 
managers appear to have swung 
around to the idea that 2 five-day- 
rehearsal rule would prevent stars 
from walking into local engage- 
ments with merely a run-through 
with the resident players, and | 
would thereby raise the quality of 
guest-name productions. As to the 
prospect of higher salary demands, 
the strawhatters remark that the | 
asking terms are already at the 
absolute ceiling. 

Touring Show Preblem 

Equity representatives generally 
shrug off claims uf barn managers 
that the union rule requiring one 
day off per week curtails rehears- 
als. It shouldn't do so if the man- 
agement is efficient and plans care- 
fully, it’s argued. The union mem- 
bers point out that William Miles, 
for instance, whose Stockbridge, 
Mass., operation is a model of 





smooth management, has little 

trouble with the setup, and the 

same app to other competent 
cers, 


As for squawks that insufficient 
rehearsal time is tted for 
touring packages, Equity’s attitude 
is that such shows already have an 
extra week's rehearsal prior to the 
first engagement, plus a run- 
through and a dress at each local 
stand. The only shows which the 
rule might hit would be tryouts, 
which were not intended to be 


the only show actually affected this 
summer was the tryout of the mu- 








Continued from page 67 
tington (Saratoga, N. Y.), Jill; sical edition of “Alice in Wonder- 





land.” 

Countering barn manager beefs 
at the union rules, Equity officials 
|}say there have been numerou in- 
stances of abuses by the silo op- 
erators themselves, though few of a 
serious nature. Among the latter 
are reported salary. kickbacks by 


‘one prominent New England man- 


ager (currently being investigated), 
plus a number of cases of failure 
to pay the required round-trip 
transportation, petty infringements 
of rehearsal and performance rules, 
etc. 


In the ease of stars, there have 
been wholesale gripes by players 
and their agents about undecipher- 
able boxoffice statements, instances 
of apparently full houses and sus- 
piciously low gross returns, chisel- 
ing on agreed-upon transporiation, 
living accommodations and ex- 
penses. And more than any other 
point, there are repeated assertions 
that the star generally has no sure 
way of double-checking the man- 
ager's boxoffice stztement on a per- 


| centage deal. No matter how much 
| he may suspect, the percentage 


player can do nothing but accept 
the producer’s word, it’s asserted. 

Most guarantee-plus-percentage 
stars don’t appear to mind straw- 
hatter complaints about “astro- 


nomicai” demands. They incline to 
shrug off such beefs with the ob- 
servation, “If they don’t want me 
'or like the terms, they don't have 
to take me, It’s a free country.” 





See Taft Suit 
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applicatton and has been employ- 
ing him as company manager (‘on 
a temporary basis, pending settle- 
ment of the row) as of “Lace on 
Her Petticoat,” that there was any 
“political angle” involved, as a 
board member had privately as- 
serted. 


It’s selieved that a major ele- 
ment in the ATPAM stand is the 
fact that Shumlin got two previous 
manager applicants into the union 
earlier this season under the “new 
bleod” clause, But there appear 
to be personal factors involved in 
the Sabinson casé, from remarks 
of board members and indirect re- 
ports from within the union mem- 
bership. 

Among the ATPAM membership, 
in which there is widespread un- 
employment, prevailing sentiment 
appears to be against Sabinson’s 
admission. However, many mem- 
bers express the conviction pri- 
vately ‘(being careful not to let 
their statements get back to the 
board) that it is basically abhor- 
rent for anyone to be deprived of 
the right to earn a livelihood be- 
cause of inability to join a union. 


In the: opinion of laber attor- 
neys, no union is under legal com- 
pulsion to accept anyone into mem- 
bership. However, the Taft-Hartley 
law forbids the barring of anyone 
from employmert because of non- 
union membership, provided he of- 
fers to pay the regular initiation 
fees and dues. The law applies 
only to businesses in interstate 
commerce, but in the case of Ring 
vs. Dramatists Guild the courts 
aot that legit is interstate com- 


ae T-H, anyone refused em- 


/ployment because of non-union 


membership May bring damage ac- 
tion against the employer and the 


/ union. 





Western Canada Bureau 
Sets 90 Dates for Season 


Winnipeg, Sept. 4. 

About 90 legit and longhair 
dates have been set in western 
Canada by Celebrity Concerts, 
managed by A. K. Gee here. Cir- 
cuit covers 16 towns. 

Hazel Seott will do nine dates; 
the dePaur Chorus, 15; Nelson 
Eddy. five: Minneapolis Symphony, 
five; Thomas L. Thomas, nine; 
Rise Stevens, five; Patricia Trav- 
ers, five, and Leopold Simoneau, 
six. Several Canadian artists are 
also on the series. 


Gee will present the First Drama 


wicke, in Shaw’s “Don Juan in 
Hell” readings, at Winnipeg Audi- 
torium, Oet. 2. The Gene Autry 
Show will appear here Oct. 6. 
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Henry Ford ‘Expose’ 

Rumors in the book trade the 
past few months, about an “expose 
of the late Henry Ford by his one- 
time ce “dant and personnel head, 
Harry Bennett, which most pub- 
lishers fund too het to handle, 
are being substantiated with publi- 
cation in October by Gold Medal 
Books of Bénnett’s “We Never 
Called Him Henry.” 


Gold Mcdal, one of the Fawcett 
Publications subsids, which pub- 
lishes original thrillers, will be 
making its first big venture into 
non-fiction with the book. It will 
be paper-bound, selling at 25c, 
with a first run of 250,000. Fawcett 
has also skedded a 20,000-word di- 
paced for its True magazine for Oc- 
tober 


Book, written two years ago in 
collaboration with Paul Marcus, a 
freelancer, was originally titled 
“S. O. B. Detroit,” mit title was 
nixed by Bennett's agent. Ben- 
nett, an ex-sailor and pug who was 
picked by Ford as personne! direc- 
tor of the Ford Motor Co., 
held the post 30 years, in a 
stormy era of labor relations dur- 
ing which he was accused of run- 
ning a private police force and spy 
system, having contacts with the 
underworld, etc. Bennett’s thesis 
in the book is that Ford and not he 
was responsible for the spy system, 
and that his underworld connec- 
tions were necessary to guard 
against unsavory characters com- 
ing into the Ford plants. 

Manuscript was sent to a half- 
dozen publishers, including several 
of the foremost in N. Y. Admitting 
it was one of the hottest books he'd 
ever received, one turned it down 
for that reason. Another nixed it 
as too libelous. A third said he 
wasn't worried about the libel 
angle, but mistrusted the bock’'s 
authenticity and objectivity. Pub- 
lishers claimed, however, that there 
was no pressure from the Ford 
family to turn the book down. 





Book-Writing ‘Precarious’ 

Writing books is a precarious oc- 
cupation, N. Y. Daily Mirror editor 
Jack Lait stressed in his syndi- 
caied column (subbing for Walter 
Winchell!) last week. He opines 
that half of the popular titles are 
by one-tome authors, who have 
never before had publication and 
who may write a second which 
flops 

Lait said, “There is a great deal 
of hooey about earnings of best- 
seller authors.” Under the stand- 
ard royalty contract, calling for 
10% of gross retail sales, the $30,- 
000 gross from the 10,000 copies 
of the average “successful” $3 
tome brings the writer $3,000, Lait 
figures. 

He points out that the contract 
he and Lee Mortimer have for 
their “Confidential” tomes is 
“special,” the royalties running, 
with periodic bonuses, to 20%, plus 
returns from the 25c_ reprints. 
“Confidential” series has sold over 
350,000 copies, with the N. Y. re- 
print having been bought by 750,- 
600 so far, with an additional 
750,900 in print. 


Winchell Clarifies Runyon Setup 

Walter Winchell has clarified the 
relationship between the Walter 
Winchell Seundation, Inc., and the 
Damon Runyon Memorial Fund to 
avert confusion in the public mind. 

The Runyon fund is a tax-exempt 
organization seeking contributions 
to finance cancer research. Win- 
chel! personally has contributed 
over $90,000 to the Runyon fund 
to date. 

However, the Fund has reached 
a point where iit requires a small 

organization. To finance expenses 
of the Runyon ftind, Winchell 
formed the Walter Winchell Foun- 
dation. He made an initial gift of 
$50,000 last July 1 to the founda- 
tio1. for the purpose of paying Run- 
on fund expenses. Laurence 
ockefeller donated $6,000 worth 
of Socony Vacuum stock to the 
foundation. 

Thus far, $4,271,966 has been paid 
out in 186 grants and 147 fellow- 
ships in 137 institutions in 45 
states, the District 
and 11 foreign countries, 


Another Good Show Biz Book 

Not satisfied with just furnish- 
ing caricatures of shewfolk to au- 
thors, the N.Y. Times, Collier's, 
Life, Holiday, the old Vanity Fair 
and other publications, Al Hirsch- 
feld, show biz caricaturist, has 
written and illustrated his own 
book, “Show Business Is No Busi- 
ness” (Simon & Schuster; $2.95). 

The book contains shert para- 
graphs on theatres, producers, 
playwrights, directors, ageuts, de- 
signers, angel auditions, rehearsals, 
out-of-town opening, New York 
opening, and a load of top cari- 
catures of the stage greats. 





Hirschfeld knows his theatre and 
writes about its people humorously, 
wittily and cynically. And he also 
knows how to write as well as he 
draws. Laurie. 
Woman’s Day Ups Price 

Woman's Day, mag distributed 
through the A&P food chain, is 
upping its price from 5c to 7c with 
the October issue. 

Monthly, which is 14 years old, 
originally started publication at 2c 
a copy. 





Faye Emerson’s Ad Column 

Faye Emerson, who is bankrolled 
by Pepsi-Cola on CBS-TV, is 
launching an advertising column 
with notes about ple, places 
and products. It will start Feb. 3 
in the Sunday mag sections of 36 
newspapers. Column will include 
paid plugs along with the chatter. 
. James White, who is handling 
the columnar enterprise, said that 
advertisers in it will also get some 
merchandising aids. 





Bill Conlan’s Post Stalled 

Appointment of Bill Conlan as 
director of the U. S. Press Center 
in Berlin being held up pending 
final agreement on the Army wage 
classification for the job. Army 
PIO officials in Berlin offered the 
spot at a salary considerably high- 
er than the Army personnel ple 
would come vg with. The dispute 
has been carried to the main U. S. 
Army headquarters in Heidelberg. 


Minstrel Book Bally 
Keen’s English Chop House, 





strel carnival Sept. 17, to bally 
the publication of “A Song In His 
Heart,” penned by John Jay Daly. 
Book, a biography of James A. 
Bland, minstrel-composer of such 
tunes as “Oh! Dem Golden Slip- 
pers” and “Carry Me Back to Ol’ 
Virginny,” is being published by 
John C. Winston Co. : 

Keen’s is the site of the original 
Lambs Clubhouse. 


40 University Presses — 

There are 40 American univer- 
sity presses turning out bodék pub- 
lications regularly. Some have af- 
filiated or subsidiary imprints. 
The institutions by name follow: 

University of California Press, 
Catholic U, Columbia Press (and 
King’s Crown Press, Cornell, 
Duke, Florida, Fordham, Georgia, 
Harvard, Huntington Library (San 
Marino, Cal.), Illinois, lowa, Johns 
Hopkins, Kansas, Kentucky, LSU 
Press, Loyola, Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art Press (N. Y. City), 
Michigan U, Michigan State Col- 
lege Press, Minresota, Nebraska, 
New Mexico, NYU Press, North 
Carolina, Okiahoma, Penn U Press, 
U of Pittsburgh Press, Princeton, 
Rutgers, South Carolina, Southern 
Methodist U, Stanford, Syracuse, 
Texas, Toronto U Press (Canada), 
U. S. Naval Institute Press (An- 
napolis), Washington U, Wisconsin 
and Yale U Press. 


Cloak & Dagger Stuff 
Ray Brock, American Broadcast- 
ing Co. and magazine correspond- 
ent, writes (and reads) like a 








|chapter out of some cloak & dag- 


ger saga with his news coverage 
in the Middle East listening post. 
The Russian situation makes his 
and other newshawks’ movements 
sound very E. Phillips Oppenheim, 
as witness: 

“Ankara, at long last, is recog- 
nized for the news centre it is, 
and Charlie (Kingsbury) Smith, the 
INS European chief, Cecil Brown 
of MBS, and other ferrets, are 
ferreting. The premier section of 
the Turkish Surete just uncov- 
ered another spy ring in Istanbul 
(operating for the USSR from Bul- 
garia). It’s hotter’n French post- 
cards. 

“The Mediterranean trouble 
areas are Beirut, Alexandria, the 





of Columbia 


Piraeus (Athens), probably Genoa 
and Leghorn, Marseilles and Bar- 
| cetona. I'm aboard the Excalibur, 
which will afford me a 24-hour 
|or more, jump ashore in ports i 
| know intimately—and I can shoot 
anywhere by air immediately if 
big trouble pops. But Sept. 23 will 
see me in Barcelona, tring a 
Mediterranean typhoop, and by 
Sept. 23 the Russkies will hav2 to 
have moved, or else. We're (reia- 
tively) safe ‘til spring if they 
haven't jumped by then. 

“I look forward to 
hours of hard writing on newspa- 
per stuff, magaziners, and the first 
five or six chapters of a book for 
Bill Targ (yclept ‘Blood, Oil and 
Sand’) on Middle East, due for 
early spring publication. Also look 
forward to some rolling sea, sun 
and the first real, temporary, re- 
_laxation I've had since I took off 
| with Pan-Am from Idlewilde in 
|April. This area’s a killer (like 
Broadway), but you can’t put into 








jof Seventeen mag, 
| New York Mon. (3) after a month's 


N. Y., will be the scene of a min-| 


fueling. 

turn. Between our uake of 
last bv (72 now dead, seri- 
ouslied), nearly 2,000 homeless the 


b hurricane, the Jap typhoon, 
and the July floods in Kansas— 
plus the wrecking crew of the So- 
viets—the world is going to hell in 
a handbasket, it seems. 

“Wagons-Lits-Cook is trying to 
fix me a compartment for tomor- 
row night on the Istanbul Express. 
Plan to hit Edirne (Adrianople) 
on the Turko-Greco- Bulgarian 
frontier for some spy stuff —also 
Zonguldak, on the Black Sea—for 
a closeup on Russian infiltrations. 

“Also plan to dip this tired, old 
body in the Bosphorus at least 
once. I need some sun, wind, air 
and water of a benizoning variety. 
It's tough out here.”’: 





CHATTER 


Dick Hannah won the annual 
short story contest held by the Los 
Angeles Press Club. 


Robert Gessner, NYU film 
course prof, working on two novels 
during his current Martha's Vine- 
yard sabbatical, 

Peter Martin, ABC script staffer, 
this week wraps up final pages of 
his new novel, still untitled, for 
Little, Brown publication. 

Jo Ranson and Dick Pack’s “O 
portunities in Television,” already 
in a vocational guidance edition, 
comes out in a trade edition (Gros- 
set & Dunlap) this week. 

Gigi Marion, daughter of film 
scripter George Marion, picks an 
All-American football team for a 
femme mag, Mademoiselle, for its 
curent (September) issue. 

Mrs. Tess Williams, press editor 
returned to 


tour of the Coast which included 
huddles with Hollywood studio 
execs. 

Frank Lualdi, assistant to Cowles 
circulation munager Ab Sideman, 
leaves the Look-Quick organiza- 


tion Sept. 15 to join Standard Pub- | 


lications (See mag) as newsstand 
sales manager. 

“News For An Empire.” the 
story of the Spokane (Wash. 
Spokesman-Review and its foun- 
der-publisher, William H. Cowles, 


by ph E. Dyag, being published | 


Nov. 17 by Caxton. 


| 
Sidney P. Soiow of Consolidated | 


Film Industry is writing a techni- 
cal chapter for “The Arts and 
Sciences of Motion Pictures,” spon- 
sored by the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences and 
edited by Muriel De Lisa. 

Bill Ornstein, Metro trade con- 
tact, has sold a short story to the 
Kansas Magazine, published by 
Kansas State College. Addition- 
ally he has fiction pieces coming 
up in Wildfire, the American He- 
brew and American Jewish Times 
Outlook. 

Cue mag planning to give part 
of its Nov. 10 issue to plug 
the film industry’s “Movietime 
U. S. A.” campaign. Publication 
will also run a survey on entertain- 
ment habits of N. Y. metropolitan 
audiences specifically in regard to 
filmgoing. 

Harold H. Laskey, sales man- 
ager of Columbia University Press 
since 1945, upped to sales and ad- 
vertising manager, with Barbara 
Fuller, former assistant ad man- 
ager, named publicity manager, 
and Elizabeth Burke made as- 
sistant sales manager. 

Frank Scully, Variety column- 


ist, has been invited to address the | 


annual convention of the National 
Society for Crippled Children in 
Chi, Oct 4. Scully is the author 
of various books for convalescents. 
Latest, “The Best of Fun in Bed,” 
will be published by Simon & 
Schuster this fall. 

“Monday Fol!ows Tuesday,” by 
Ed Sovola, is due from Allen Smith 
presses on Nov. 1. Author is 31- 
year-old columnist for the In- 
dianapolis Times. Tome has a pre- 
face by Earl Wilson, New York 
Post syndicated columnist, and a 
foreword - 4 Robert Ruark, Scripps 
Howard columnist. 

On occasion of the N. Y. Times’ 
100th birthday, Sept. 18, Simon & 
Schuster will publish Meyer Ber- 
ger’s “The Story of the N. Y. 
Times,” as well as “100 Years of 
Famous Pages from the WN. Y. 
Times.” Latter tome contains re- 
productions of historic pages from 
the paper, covering world events 
since its founding. 

Robert Downing, stage manager 
of the Broadway musical, “Seven- 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Flagrant, Fla., Sept. 1. 

Lawyers who specialize in fortifying phobias, have been reported as 
advising picture producers not to eat of this column's fruit, lest they get 
a bill for one apple big enough to have bought an orchard. They 
simply do not believe that a VarreTy mugg would give anything away. 

All I can say.by way of rebuttal is, “Ignore your lawyers. When we 
give anything away for free we use the word in its old-fashioned sense. 
You don’t even have to tear off a Variety masthead and send it in to 
the masthead editor. He's the guy whose job it is to see that the date 
is changed each week.” 

So take any or all of these stories, all or any part of them. If you're 
still in doubt, sead a release-form and we'll sign it. 

There will be, of course, a slight charge of $150,000 for titles. But 
if a producer can't think of a title, what earthly use is he to his studio? 

Now take your pick: 

Old Title New Title 
STAND UP AND SMEAR THE MUDPACK 

Queen Castoria’s country is on the verge of revolution. Her cabinet 
believes she can win back public sympathy if she permits the court 
physician to announce that she has contracted bursitis, a disease of 
leaders in more democratic countries, and intends to repair the trouble 
at home. 

While up to her tiara in mud, a little tyke comes into her tent on 
the seashore and says, “Wotta youse doin’ here, lydie? This is me own 
oyster bed, this is. As a squatter I got sovereign rights ‘ere and you're 
poachin’ on me riparian rights as well.” 

Her flunkies rush to throw the ragamuffin into the muffin bin, but 
she is intrigued by his legal mind. “Stay!” she commands. “This iad 
is an honor to a home industry. Instead of exploiting backward people 
in far off lands, why don’t we exp!oit each sther at home? My bur- 
sitis is gone, thanks to our wonderful mud, and I feel sure it will now 
grow the most wonderful oysters in the world. I will give this lad an 
appointment so he can say his oysters are grown ‘By Appointment to 
Her Majesty Queen Castoria.’ The oysters won't be any better for 
that, but they will sell at a higher figure in democratic countries. In 
return, of course, I expect a stiperid, or ‘kickbick’ as the Shylarks say.” 

“Agent's commish, Ma’am,” offers the tyke. 

“Good,” says the-queen. “I shall name you Knight Commander of 
the Kickback, and from there you can work up this thing you call 
‘agent’s commiish’.” 

Everybody cheers and then proceeds to turn the hose on everybody 
else. Before the mud is completely off Queen Castoria. However, 
the end title appears and mercifully prevents audiences from seeing 
how fat she really is. -~ 

This picture has absolutely no love-interest and will therefore be 
sure to hold five-year-old makers of mudpies completely spellbound. 

Old Title New Title 
THE MATADORABLE PANCHO ALL BULL 

Pancho Viva was the best bull fighter in Spain since Montes the 
Matador. But he once named a bull Franco and kiiled him in record 
time. The parable was not lost on the generalissimo and so Pancho had 
to leave the country or he'd be a dead Viva. 

He escaped to Mexico on pesos advanced by a marijuana mob and 
so fell into the ciutches cf a vice ring. They bribed him not to throw 
the bull, bug the match. Pancho would feed bulls caviar so that they 
might come to an “understanding.” It was expensive in Mexico. The 
sturgeons were sick and tired of feeding dirty capitalists and were lay- 
ing only every other egg. 

After he was gored twice, Viva vowed he would never let a bull horn 
in on his take again. He couldn't tell this to anybody, as Mexico had 
no Senatorial crime committee at the time. 

He did, however, tell it to two girls he’d met in a bar in Acapulco. 
One of them was Stella Palace, a rich American Communist, who was 
hiding out south of the border. The other was Fan Sernando, a fan 
dancer from Sonora. Stella promised Viva a fortune if he would name 
a bull after Tito and kill him as he had the one named Franco. But 
Fan Sernando learned about it and pleaded with Viva not to do the 
same silly thing twice. 

Stella promised him enough money to get the rest of his family out 
& = if he would do just this one more thing for the causg af 

y. 

The marijuana gang heard about it and they told hi:n they would 
“keel heem” if he did anything of the sort. They didn’t want to upset 
friendly relations between the U. S. and Mexico because that way it 
would be harder to ship the reefers across the Rio Grande. 

To prove to Pancho her word was as sacred as her bond, Stella put 
the money into his manager's hands. She found his hands so soft she 
held on to them. They were driving along a mountain road at the time. 
Naturally both got killed. 

This so enraged Viva that he announced he would kill five bulls in 
one afternoon. Everybody agreed that was an awful lot of bull. The 
last one Viva named Tito. 

The arena was packed with paisanos screaming for blood. They got 
it. Tito charged out of the toril like mad. His ferocity unnerved the 
tired matador. Picadors, toreadors, cushion-throwers all scrammed 
over the fence. Viva and Tito were alone. It was the bull or him. 
Viva raised his sword and struck. At the same moment Tito charged. 
Viva was gored right through his gizzards. The bull snorted three 
times and fell dead. Viva dropped dead on top of him. The marijuana 
mob figured this was a fair compromise. 

After Pancho’s fuheral, Fan Sernando changed her name to San 
Fernando and moved to the California valley wher she beught a rancho 
from a pair of film stars whose divorce had been announced by Lolly 
Hopper, and so both parties felt they couldn’t very well back out of the 
divorce without embarrassing the columnist. 

The husband said he'd stay behind and arrange the details of sale. 
His wife went on to Vegas and he stayed behing so long he married 
Fan Sernando. His name was Sunny Cloud. He was a quiet guy, easy 
to get along with. He and his Mexicali rose raised bulls. Brave bulls 
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were a drug on the market so they bred bulls famous f - 
| ardice. All the matadors loved them for it. ‘hin aus oe 
| to smoke marijuana cigarettes. 
“It’s a rotten business,” said Senora Cloud, “but everybody can’t get 
All agreed. 


It gave them more time 











| into munitions.” 


| U, UA Hit Back 


— Continued from page 5, 
' 





New Director Set For 
St. Louis Playhouse 





teen,” has an article on Marlon | the distrib said. Prior to the deal, 
Brando in the November issue of both UA and ELC were facing 


intensive | 





Movie Spotlight, film far ms, 
due on the stands Sept. 10. The 
author was stage manager of the 
Broadway edition of “Streetcar 
Named Deside.” in which the ac- 
tor was the original male lead. 

Tom Waters one of the original 
comedy piano acts and vezeran 
musical comedy star, now a ¢ @¥re- 
ceptionist at the Capitol Museum 
at Harrisburg, Pa., has written 
another book of his homey noems. 
He calls thig we “Random 
Thoughts.” 


financial disaster and there ap- 
tag the possibility both could 
oid. 

In the place of these two weak- 
lings, the ELC purchase meant a 
more solid distrib organization in 
UA which was thereupon enabled 
te compete with other distribs, 
company stated. 

Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin & Krim 
represent UA in the action. Adolph 
a7 reps U. Hearing is set for 








St. Louis, Sept. 4. 
William Coureen, director of the 
Kelvyn Players in Chicago, has 
been named director of the St. 
Louis Community Playhouse, which 


celebrates its 25th anniversary this 
year. A vet actor and director, 
Coureen served as director of the 
Beaumont, Tex., Little Theatre for 


two years before going to Chicago. ' 


He succeeds Bradford Whitney, 
director for the five seasons, 


who resigned to join KSD-TV, St. 
Louis. 
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OBITUARIES 


ROBERT WALKER 

Robert Walker, 32, motion pic- 
ture star, died suddenly Aug. 27 
in his Pacific Palisades home on 
the Coast after his doctor had ad- 
ministered a sedative for “an emo- 
tional disturbance.” 

Walker’s nervous allments caused 
him to enter the Menninger Clinic 
in Topeka, Kan., three years ago. 
After a lengthy -treatment he -re- 
turned to Hoilywood, apparently 
cured, Dr. Frederick Hacker, at- 
tending physician at the time of 
his death, said it “could have been 
a recurrence of his old trouble.” 

A native of Salt Lake City, Walk- 
er started his dramatic career 
while studying at the Army and 
Navy Military Academy 
Diego. Later he moved to Tulsa, 
Okla., where he worked at a radio 
station with Jennifer Jones, who 
later became his first wife and 
bore him twé children. His radio 
voice attracted the attention 
Metro scouts and resulted in a fea- 
tured role in “Bataan.” 

In time his “emotional disturb- 
ances” became so‘ frequent that 
Jennifer Jones divorced him, short 
ly after she had won an Academy 
Award for her work in “The Song 
of Bernadette.” Miss Jones was 
awarded custody of the two chil- 
dren, Bobby and Mike, now aged 
11 and 10, and later married David 
O. Selznick. 

In 1948, Walker married Barbara 
Ford, daughter of screen director 
John Ford, but that marriage was 
brief, ending in divorce for the 
same reason. 

Following his debut in “Bataan,” 
filmed in 1943, Walker climbed to 
stardom in “Madame Curie” and 
“See Here, Private Hargrove.” 
Among the other pictures in which 
he played top roles were “Since 
You Went Away,” with Jennifer 
Jones, “Thirty Seconds Over Tok- 
yo,” “The Clock,” “What Next, 
Corporal Hargrove?” “Her High- 
ness and the Bellboy,” “The 
Sailor Takes a Wife,” “Blue Skies,” 
“Song of Love,” “Please Believe 
Me” and “Strangers On a Train.” 

His last film work was with 
Helen Hayes in “My Son John,” 
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of | 


| town, 








tor” and also did magic. He a 
peared with circuses and in vaude, 
later building a full-evening show. 
In early film days he was manager 
for Famous Players in Ontario. 

For the last 11 years Green had 
operated his own show in Western 
Canada, and is credited with hav- 
ing first exhibited a motion picture 
in Canada. 

A daughter and sister survive. 





JOSEPH M. NASSAU 
Joseph M. Nassau, 48, veteran 
in Philadeiphia cadio’ and more 
recently president and general 
manager of WAEB., Allentown, Pa., 

died Sept. 2 in Allentown. 
Nassau was first announcer and 
then manager of! WOO, one of 
Philadelphia's earliest AM outlets. 
He was subsequently associated 
in an exec capacity with WHAT, 
WFIL, WLIT and WIBG, all of 
Philadelphia. He was civilian con- 
sultant to the Air Forces and was 
also connected with WMRF, Lewis- 
Pa., and WEEU, Reading, 


a. 
His wife survives, 





JACK RHINE 

Jack Rhine, 40, a former actor, 
died of poliomyelitis in San Fran- 
cisco Aug. 21. Before the war he 
was active on the Coast in films, 
radio and the stage. In the late 
308 he toured as The Christus with 
the Great European P. Play, 
an English-language version of the 
Freiburg production. 

Rhine came east in 1940 with the 
F. Hugh Herbert comedy, “Quiet, 
Please.” An infantry major dur- 
ing the war, upon discharge he 
retired from the theatre to enter 
banking in San Francisco. 

His wife survives. 


ALBERT HUCKERBY 

Albert Huckerby, 83, who 
founded the Australian Theatrical 
and Amusement Employees’ Union 
some 40 years ago, died in Mel- 
bourne Aug. 19. 

Huckerby was respected in all 
fields of Aussie amusement biz. 
Despite his age and the heavy de- 
mands made upon his services, he 





IN MEMORIAM 


Marcus Loew 


September 5th, 1927 


at RKO. on loanout from his home 
studio, Metro. 


ABRAHAM CAHAN 

Abraham Cahan, 91, retired edi- 
tor of the Jewish Daily Forward 
and for years a vital force in de- 
velopment of the Yiddish-language 
theatre in America, died Aug. 31 
in Beth Israel Hospital, N. Y. 

Known for more than 50 years 
as a pungent editorialist, in addi- 
tion to his wide interest in the 
theatre, Cahan also achieved wide 
acceptance for his writings in Eng- 
lish. He wrote several novels in 
English, the most successful of 
them being “The Rise of David 
Levinsky,” which to some extent 
was autobiographical. It sold sev- 
eral million copies, both among 
Jews, to whom he had become 
widely known as a champion of 
labor, and later among Christians 
when fame of the novel had spread. 
A revolutionary in hig youth, he 
was forced to flee ist Russia 
in his early 20s, and later he was 
a major force in development of 
Socialism in America. 

As an outstanding re of New 
York's downtown eastside for more 
than six decades, had 








remained active in union affairs 

right up to the time of his death. 

“er sons and two daughters sur- 
ve, 





WALT ROESNER 


Walt Roesner, 62, retired orch 
leader, died in San Francisco Aug. 
31. Beginning as a trumpeter with 
Art Hickman and iater with Paul 
Ash, he fronted his own crew at 
the Fox Theatre in Frisco in the 
heyday of stageshow productions 
there and also appeared at New 
York deluxers. His Fox Theatre 
career linked him with numerous 
Fanchon & Marco shows. 


Surviving are his wife and 
daughter. 
JOHN KELLNER 


John Kellner, 80, retired stage 
manager, died in Mobile Aug. 22. 
He was stage manager for com- 
panies starring John Drew, Jo- 
seph Jefferson, Sarah Bernhardt, 
Richard Mansfield, Edwin Booth 
and James O'Neill. 

Keliner opened one of the first 


ges vaude houses in Mobile— 
the old Ben Harvey Theatre—in 
1911. Later he managed the 


Dreamland Theatre, which played 


been instrumental in bringing to | stock. 


America many Yiddish stage stars 
from Poland and Russia who had 
been caught there in the political 
maelstrom. Around him pivoted 
much of the cultural life of Amer- 
ican Jewry. 





ARCHIE NICHOLSON 

Archie Nicholson, 81, retired 
comedian and musician, died in 
Woodstock, N. Y., Aug. 27. Lon 
a vaude performer, he cmneatell 
on the top circuits in the turn of 
Klein Ott Bros. & Nicholson, as 
well as with the Archie Nicholson 
Trio. “For a quarter century he 
was featured with the Joe Thomas 
Saxotette in vaude, fairs and musi- 
comedy. 

Surviving are his wife, two 
daughters and two granddaughters. 


JOHN C. GREEN 

John C. Green, 84, magician, 
died Aug. 26 in Vegreville. Alta., 
Can. He started his career as a 
youngster with the Harry Mount- 
ford European Museum in Buffalo, 
a store show in which he became 
known as “The Little Giant Ora- 











MALCOLM KINNEY . 

Malcolm Kinney, 46, advertising 
executive and merchandiser, died 
in Dallas Aug. 26. He first became 
konwn to the public in the 1930s 
as “Col. Wheat,” head of the Bew- 
ley Mills “Chuck Wagon Gang.” 
The group consisted of four mu- 
sicians and a cook who travelled 
throughout Texas giving shows and 
cooking biscuits for the audience. 

At the time of his death he was 
owner of the Mid-Continent Ad- 
vertising Agency, Dallas. 


JOHN PAFFRATH 

John Paffrath, w.k. te show biz- 
zers via his Divan Parisien res- 
taurant, N. Y., died Aug. 30 in 
N. Y. Born in Germany, he ran 
hotels in London and Paris be- 
aoe coming = by = in 1909 
© manage hotels, uding the 
old Delmonico’s. He opened 
the smart Divan Parisien in 
1921 and and created a number 
of unique dishes. At one time 
he was a financial partner 
of the late Tex Rickard in the 





75 





early rodeos at N. Y.’s Madison 
uare Garden. 
is survived his wife, two 
sons and two 
JAMES EDWARD LYNCH 
James Edward Lynch. 50, dare- 
devil driver, died in Yor 
Tex., Aug. 31, after an iilness o 
several months. He had headed 
Jimmie Lynch’s Death Dodgers, 
a thrill attraction at’ state and 
county fairs. His show at the N. Y. 
World’s Fair, 1938-40, pulled an 
estimated 11,000,000 persons at the 
free Goodrich Rubber Co... exhibit. 
Survived by two. sons, both in 
the Army. : 





BEN ALI HAGGIN 
James Ben Ali Haggin, 69, set 
designer and portrait painter, died 
Sept. 2, in New York after a long 
illness. Haggin designed the liv- 
ing tableaux that vere featured 
ifi the “Zicgfeid Foities* for three 
seasons and produced the sets for 
the Metropolitan Opera, N. Y., 
benefit balls for several years. He 
also ‘directed the Beaux Arts 
pageants from 1927 to 1932. 
Survived by wife, two sons and 
a daughter. 





€ORA LAPARCERIE 

Cora Laparcerie, 73, a foremsst 
French actress of her day, died in 
Paris, Aug. 31. Afier retiring as 
an actress, she became .a theatre 
owner, operating the Mogador, the 
Scala and Renaissance, and dab- 
bled in playwriting. She was mar- 
ried to poet Jean Richepin. 

Survived by a son, Fernand 
Richepin, a painter, and a dau 
ter, Miarks Richepin, songwriter. 

THADEE NATANSON 

Thadee Natanson, 83, Frénch 
pernriok. died in Paris, Aug. 31. 

e founded “Revue Blanche” in 
1890, and with Octave Mirbeau 
wrote “Le Foyer” and an adapta- 
tion of “Maid’s Diary.” 

In reporting his death, the 
French radio mistook him for the 
prolific French playwright Jacques 
Natanson. 





ADOLPH L. SCHAFER 

Adolph L. (Whitey) Schafer, 49, 
director of still photography at 
Paramount studio, died Aug. 31 in 
Bremerton, Wash., of burns suf- 
fered in a yacht explosion five days 
before. He was widely known for 
his “glamor photography” in his 
30 years as a portraitist in the film 
industry. 

His wife and son survive. 


WILLIAM J. HEINEMAN 

William J. Heineman, 71, retired 
musician who conducted his own 
orch in Albany for more than 30 
years, and who was featured at 
the old roof garden of the Hamp- 
ton Hotel, died in Albany Sept. 1. 
He layed eight instruments. 
eineman was not related to 
William J. Heineman, vee in 
charge of sales for United sts. 

His wife, a son and daughter 
survive. ; 


HECTOR MacGREGOR 
Hector MacGregor, 35, legit ac- 

tor, died in London, Aug. 29. 
He played the lead opposite 








Flora Robson in “Captain Brass-| 


bound’s Conversion” last year at 
the Lyric, Hammersmith. 


Mother, 83. of INS correspond- 
ent James L. Kilgallen and grand- 
mother of Dorothy Kilgallen. N. Y. 





Journal-American columnist and 
radio-TV’er, died Aug. 31 in 
Chicago. 





Robert Mathews, 37, manager of 
CBS-TV production facilities, died 
Aug. 27 in Hollywood after an o 
eration. His wife and three chil- 
dren survive. 


Ernestine Lecuona de Brower, 
66, com r, died Sept. 3 in Ha- 
vana. he was the sister of com- 
poser Ernesto Lecuona, with whom 
she collabed. 


Mother of Will Lenay, folk en- 
tertainer on WSAI, Cincinnati, 
was killed Aug. 26 in an auto ac- 
cident in British Columbia, while 
enroute to her home in Alaska. 


Mary Thaxter Aiken, 76, com- 
poser of instrumental and voc 
music, died Sept. 1 in Wellesley, 
Mass. She was a kin of President 
Franklin Pierce. ° 














Harry J. Kibler, 41, Toledo sing- 
er with local orch several years 
ago, died Aug. 26 in that city, of 
a heart ailment. 





Father, 63, of Ruth (Dusty) An- 
derson, model-actress wife of Jean 
Negulesco, screen director, died in 
Toledo, Aug. 26. 


Jack R. Reid, 54. costumer at 
20th-Fox studis, died Aug. 24 in 
Holly woed. 


Mrs. Margaret Hopwood McKin- 
ley, 74, veteran concert pianist, 











died in Clevland Sept. 2. 


Pix Passing 
Continued from page 1! 

only normal production fluctuation. 
List of definitely scheduled films 
now totals 45 as against last year’s 
31 at the same time. 

Kramer Has Four . 

Columbia is leading the upswing 

| with a burst of production activity 
| that sets a new record for the 
| studio this year. Total of 10 films 
lroll in the next three weeks to 
join the three currently before the 
cameras. Of this 13, incidentally, 
three—“Death of a Salesman,” 
“The Sniper” and “My Six Con- 





at Motion Picture Centre as the 
last picture due under his old 
United Artists contract. 

Warners is in second place, with 


place in town since eight others 





including “Where's Charley?” in 
England and “The Crimson Pirate” 
j in Italy. RKO, with six scheduled, 
| is in third place. 

As is usual at this time of year, 
there are a number of announce- 
ments from independent producers, 
many still trumpeting the 
familiar titles. However, enly two 
‘are definitely scheduled in addition 
to Kramer’s “Noon.” These are 
“The Fighter,” which Alex Gottlieb 
will produce under the G-H Pro- 
ductions banner, and “Lady in the 
Iron Mask,” which Walter Wanger 
| will make under the W-F Produc- 
{tions firm name. 

Production schedule is indicative 
of the rising optimism in Holly- 





old, | 


MARRIAGES 


Pat Cook to Morris Yowell, Dal- 
las, recently. Groom is salesman 
for 20th-Fox there. 

Elaine De Rose to Gordon Atkin- 
son, Toronto, — 3. Groom is 
announcer for CHUM, Toronto. 





| victs"—are Staniey Kramer films. | 
Producer has a fourth, “High 
Noon,” rolling tomorrow ( Wed.) 


eight due to start by Oct. 1. Spurt | 
makes the Burbank lot the busiest | con daughter, Santa Monica, Cab., 


| Aug. 27. 
already are before the cameras, | 


Hugueétie Le Clair to Don Cos- 
tello, Toronto, Sept. 3. Groom is 
CHUM, Toronto, operator. 

Virginia Johnson to Richard 
Briggs, Oak Ridge, N. J., Aug. 26. 
Bride is. choreographer with the 
Ken Murray TV show; he's a stage 
manager. 

Elizabeth MacTaggart to Gordon 
Irving, Glasgow, Aug. 31. He's 
w.k. show scribe and VARIETY 
mugg in Scotland; she’s a govern- 
ment stenographer. 

Joan Mann to James Hawthorne, 





Hyannis, Mass., Sept. 2. She's 
dancer - choreographer; he’s an 
actor, 

BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Thomp- 


Father is a sereen ac- 
tor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Chase, 
son, Brooklyn, Aug. 29. Father is 
a TV and nitery musician-humorist, 

Mr. and Mrs. D. W. Hayes, son, 
Austin, Tex., recently. Father is 
chief of service at the State The- 


atre there. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Richardson, 
son, Flushing, L. I., Aug. 29. 


Mother is the former Ann Ecklund, 


| ex-dancer: father is a bandleader. 


Mr. and Mrs. Buddy Ebsen, 
daughter, Santa Monica, Cal., Aug. 
27. Father is a screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Schneider, 
son, New York, Aug. 30. Father 
is son of Abe Schneider, veepee- 


|treasurer of Columbia Pictures. 


Mr. and Mrs. Paul G. Smith, Jr., 
son, Hollywood, Aug. 31. Father 


| wood. The gloomerchants are being | js a unit publicist at Paramount. 
| outshouted by the town’s statisti. | 


cians who points to the business 
done by such films as “Show Boat” 
/(M-G) “A Place in 
| (Par), “Capt. Horatio Hornblower” 
| (WB) 
| Show” {20th}, to name just a few, 
'as proof that good pix will con- 
| tinue to do business. 


~ Page, Paul-Ford 


Centinued from page 1 
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oldie, “The World Is Waiting for 
the Sunrise.” already going over 
' 450,000 (“Sunrise,” incidentally, 


ist Ernest Seitz.) 





{ 


an album of standards issued a 
couple of months ago. 





| Caruso” album. Lanza, however, 








Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Vah 
Ness, son, Burbank, Ca}... Av %9, 
Father is technician at Universal- 


the Sun” | International. Grandfather, =): .. y 


Van Ness, is chief set custodian at 


and “Meet Me After the | Paramount. 


Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Schneider, 
son, N. Y., Aug. 30. Paternal 


| grandfather is Abraham Schneider, 
| Columbia Pictures treasurer-v.p. 


Mr. and Mrs. Tom Harmon, son, 
Burbank, Cal., Sept. 2. Mother is 


| film actress Elyse Knox; father is 
| sports announcer and former star 
halfback. 


with their current slice of the | 


was cleffed by actor Gene Lockhart | 
in collaboration with concert pian-| more tickets when the game is not 


The Paul-Ford televised. But, the trade analysts 
team have also been clicking with add, what if the weather is par- 





Neca Plan 


ae Continued from page 1 =! 





ticularly bad on a TV Saturday 
and good on a blackout Saturday? 


Mario Lanza, on RCA Victor, is Who's to say whether fans would 
also a contender for the bestsell- have gone to see a game which was 
ing honors on the basis of his “Be not being televised if the weather 
My Love” and “Loveliest Night of was not conducive to sitting out 
the Year.” plus his “The Great Lin a cold stadium. 


By the same token, it's pointed 


has not had the advantage, as have Out, there may be some attraction 
the other pop artists, of being Which the fans will want to see on 
spotted on numerous disks which, | @ Saturday when the big game in 


in their aggregate sales, have swol- | their area is not to be televised? 


len the Page and Paul-Ford totals. | If the gate is bad on that day at 


| | Senate Narrows 


—ue continued from page 2 = 








| provision that the admissions tax 
on tickets shall apply only to the 


the game, that will not necessarily 
mean, then, that TV does not hurt 
the gate. Most important of all, 
the tradesters opine, there will be 


|}no way possible for the NCAA to 
| take into consideration in its sta- 
tistics how much the present high 


cost of living, combined with the 


price actually paid and net to the | Upped ticket tab for top college 


full printed price on the ducat. 

| 7. Kept the present 10% manu- 

facturers’ excise on radios, tele- 

vision sets and parts, as was done 

_ by the House of Representatives. 
8. Approved the 


games, is responsible for a slump 


"NCAA te expected to reveal the 
results of its experment at its an- 


2 gate receipts. 


| nual convention next January. But 


the colleges, networks and agen- 


House provision | cies are already preparing ques- 


| exempting ballrooms from the 20° | tions to submit at that time to de- 
, termine exactly how all-embrasing 
| the survey actually was. 


cabaret tax on food and drinks sold 
| in them. 
| 9% Kept the present tax of $20 


pe 
bowling alley. House voted to 


'make it $25. 


| 


r year on each pooitabie and. 


;} 10. Kept the 15° on rew film 
‘and lowered the 25% tax on came- | 


ras and photographic equipment to 
|15%. . It provided no exemptions 
,from the tax. The House voted to 


make both levies 20% and to ex- | 


mpt these who use film and pho- 
tographic apparatus for business 
| purposes, such as commercial pho- 
| tographers and the Hollywood film 
studios. 
There may be a number cf 
|changes before the bill is finally 
sent to the Senate floor in the next 
few days. 

However, that will not be final. 


The Senate, itself, will probably | 


change some parts of the big tax 
bill and then the House and Sen- 
| ate bills will be sent into joint con- 
|ference to have their differences 
|ironed out before the compromise 
| bill finally goes to President Tru- 
}man for signature. 











Act Employment 


Continued from page 1 — 
erally in bad shape because they 
cannot go back to old salary levels 
without loss of face. 

Cenerally, salary levels aren't ex- 
pected to go up too much, despite 
the competition of television, where 
an act can frequently make a 
week's salary for one performance. 


| Agency men figure that there are 
| just so many guest shots to be 
|obtained during any period before 


the act needs a change of atmos- 


| phere. The acts must then play 


cafes and theatres. 

Agencies state that act depart- 
ment income will continue on a 
high level during the coming sea- 
son. They feel it will © igh 
enough to offset the revi 3s 
ig the band divisions, wr ve 
been hard hit for the pas few 
seasons, 

































“Harvey Stone came in with 
material tailor made for the New 
York Copa trade and proceeded to 
belt it out to giggles, laughs and 
finally full blown yocks. His stuff 


was replete with sharp lines.” 


BILL SMITH 
Billboard 
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“Tops in town, Harvey Stone’s 
Comedy at the 
oT 


New York Journal-American 


Copa. 
HY KILGALLEN 


a. 








Just Conclud 


“Night life Hy-Lights: Harvey 
New York ; Stone rolls saivitf cess Wwithoa 
ty of laughs. He ee 
nd 
My Sincere Thanks and Appreciation to MR. JULES PODELL © enough in the laugh league tp win 


MR. JACK ENTRATTER for This Wonderful Engagement 


Harve 
“Comedian ne Copa 
vig ine ann FARRELL, con 
Telests 










ed 4 SMASH WEEKS 


CABANA 








@ steady berth at the Copa." 
HY GARDNER 
New York Herald Tribune 
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